Ordinance No._ 7469

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO PUBLIC
HEALTH AND SAFETY; DECLARING A CONTINUING STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY RELATING TO INSUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING;
AUTHORIZING SUCH ACTIONS AS ARE REASONABLE AND NECESSARY IN LIGHT OF
SUCH EMERGENCY TO MITIGATE THE CONDITIONS GIVING RISE TO SUCH PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY SO THIS ORDINANCE IS EFFECTIVE
UPON ADOPTION; AND PROVIDING FOR SUNSET OF THIS ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, in Olympia, Thurston County, and in many parts of the nation, there exists a housing
crisis in which there is an insufficient supply of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, affordable housing is defined as housing for which the sum of rent or a mortgage payment
and utilities costs no more than 30 percent of a household’s gross income; and

WHEREAS, middle housing, defined as housing that is compatible in scale, form, and character with
single-family houses and contains two or more attached, stacked, or clustered homes including
duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, fiveplexes, sixplexes, townhouses, stacked flats, courtyard apartments,
cottage housing; and accessory dwelling units in low density zones, is often naturally occurring
affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, a lack of housing that is affordable, specifically to low-income households whose incomes
are less than or equal to 80 percent of area median income, creates housing instability and is a factor in
persistent and increasing houselessness; and

WHEREAS, persistent and increasing houselessness impacts not only people experiencing
houselessness, but also the entire community, all residents, neighborhoods, and businesses; and

WHEREAS, Olympia City Council declared houselessness a public health and safety emergency in 2018; and

WHEREAS, living in unaffordable housing is associated with a higher risk of chronic health conditions
such as elevated levels of cholesterol, respiratory infections, coronary heart disease, cardiovascular
disease, arthritis, stroke, and cancer; and

WHEREAS, living in unaffordable housing is also associated with mental health challenges, including
chronic stress, anxiety, and depression; and

WHEREAS, access to housing for all is essential to the security, health, wellbeing, and prosperity of our
community; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 5-Year Estimate American Community Survey reports that of Olympia’s 26,795
housing units, 12,766 are renter occupied and 7,273 (59.6 percent) of renter occupied housing units are
occupied by households who are housing cost burdened, meaning the household pays greater than 30
percent of their household income on housing expenses; and
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