
Timeline of Downtown Olympia Planning Efforts & Outcomes (does not include every effort) 
 

 
 
 

1950's 1960's 1970's 1980's 1990's 2000's 2010 2012 2014 
Retail uses in 
Central Business 
District (CBD) are 
unrivaled 
 

Economic recession hits 
businesses hard & more 
homeless seek shelter 
on downtown streets 

Major public investments 
& cont. focus on housing,  
but waterfront strategy 
challenged on Isthmus  

Plans’ redevelopment 
strategy includes retail, 
State offices, housing & 
a conference center  

St. office growth slows -
Numerous studies state 
waterfront/amenities 
required to get housing 
 

CBD is strong - Plans 
focus on retaining 
manufacturing uses 
north & east of CBD 
 

Sawmills close in 1967, 
and suburban malls take 
department stores - CBD 
and waterfront suffer  
 

As demand for new 
offices dries up, demand 
for multi-family housing 
& adaptive reuse grows   

 
 

Council establishes Alcohol 
Impact Area – Private investment 
picks up and downtown starts to 
see mixed use development 

Last Rev 12-01-14 
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