




[Capstone: The Jackson Street Project: Reading and Writing ‘Place’ in Education]

B.A. Political Science, Macalester College, 1999

Appointment to an advisory committee will require your attendance at evening meetings, and 
undertake other work (reading, meeting preparation etc.). How many hours per month are you 
willing to commit as a volunteer?
10 hours a month

Question Applies to the Heritage Commission: Why do you think Olympia's historic places are 
important?
The introduction to Dolores Hayden's 1997 book, "The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public 
History" remains one of the most clear-eyed arguments for a definition of preservation that includes both 
"great buildings" of the powerful and wealthy as well as the everyday (vernacular) buildings of everyone 
else. 

Olympia sits at the confluence of many architectural and planning traditions; the confluence of trails, 
railroads, shipping lanes; the confluence of cultures, languages, and identities. In order to tell the story of 
Olympia, we need to recognize the places that have given it shape: from the Deschutes estuary to  the 
Bush farm, to the Port of Olympia, to the Simpson and Mudd Bay lumber mills, to the Chinese restaurants 
and laundries of the late 19th century. 

We won't be able to build and/or nurture a diverse and inclusive city unless we can tell the stories of how 
the city came to be.

Question Applies to the Heritage Commission: What is your experience working with the history 
or preservation of build or cultural heritage?
My first experience with historical preservation came as a Master's student during a collaboration between
Wing Luke Elementary School and the Wing Luke Museum of the Asian American Pacific Experience. 
Despite the fact that both institutions shared the name of Seattle's first Chinese American city 
councilmember, they had never worked together. After receiving an educational grant from The History 
Channel, we worked together to learn about the history of the Kong Yick Building, a four-story brick 
building, constructed in 1910 from the pooled resources of the Chinese and Chinese American laborers. 
This would eventually become the home of the Wing Luke Museum, but at the time of our collaboration, 
the building was undergoing renovation. Throughout the restoration of the building and curriculum 
development work, we sought out the stories of Chinese, Filipino, Black, and Pacific Islander laborers, 
families, and customers whose lives were intimately tied to the stores, labor offices, restaurants, and hotel 
rooms that the building once held.

This experience was a catalyst for future preservation and public history work around: jazz on Jackson 
Street (Seattle); one room schoolhouses in Iowa; New Deal neighborhoods (Seattle and Iowa); and Native 
plants in Olympia.

If you are not appointed to a Board or Commission at this time:
Do you wish to be considered for 
appointment to another Board or 
Commission?

No

Do you wish to be considered for 
future appointment to your preferred 
Board or Commission?

Yes
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Thank you for your interest in serving on a City of Olympia 
Advisory Committee! 

Please hit the "submit" button below when you have completed 
your application .  

4





Graduate Courses in the Master’s in Teaching (MiT) Program 
 Core strands in the Community Teaching Pathway (2021-2023) 

• Schools & society 
• Community teaching 
• Community teaching & teacher inquiry 
• Elementary social studies: Curriculum development and instructional design 
• Secondary Social Studies Praxis 

 
 
Recent Workshops/Seminars  
 

• Education for sustainable futures?: A history of an idea in the PNW. Guest teacher, What is 
Education For? program (November, 2023) 

• Ecological policy, action, and education film series. Organizer, with support Evergreen’s 
Center for Climate Action and Sustainability (June-July, 2023) 

• Learning from and valuing belonging on Evergreen’s 1000-acre campus. Co-convener, The 
Evergreen State College Summer Institute (June 2023) 

 
 
GRANT WORK        
 
Principal Investigator at The Evergreen State College 
 
2023-2024 | Beyond the four walls: Strengthening our preparation of community teachers. Funded, 
$17,500, with $4,500 extension. National Association Family, School, and Community Engagement, 
Family Engagement Educator Preparation Innovation Project. 
 
2020-2022 | Developing an equity-centered partner school network. Funded, $25,000. Washington 
State Professional Educator Standards Board, Advancing Equity Grant Program. 
 
Principal Investigator at Iowa State University 
 
2018 | Democracy Has Iowa roots: Rural re-education and New Deal environmentalism on 
Subsistence Homestead. Funded, $1,000. State Historical Society of Iowa, Historical Research Grant 
Program. 
  
2017-2018 |Learning stories from a one-room schoolhouse: A place-based research and service 
project. Funded, $5,000. American Education Research Association (with doctoral students Jenni 
Gallagher and Sarah Pamperin).  
 
Principal Investigator in Other Settings 
 
2014-2015 | Planning school neighborhoods in an American cosmopolis: A spatial policy history of 
school district, housing, and city planning collaborations in Seattle, 1930-1980. Funded, $25,000. 
Spencer Foundation/National Academy of Education Dissertation Fellowship. 
 
2006-2007 | Jackson Street: Pasts, presents, and futures. Funded, $5,000. Seattle Department of 
Neighborhoods. 



2005-2006 | Coming together: The Kong Yick. Funded, $10,000. The History Channel, Save Our 
History. 
 
 
RELEVANT PAPERS, PUBLICATIONS, PRESENTATIONS      
 
Bowman, M. (2023, June). Book review, Robin F. Bachin and Amy L. Howard (Eds.). Engaging 
place, engaging practices: Urban history and campus-community partnerships. Teachers College Record. 
 
Bowman, M. (accepted for August 2020, conference cancelled due to COVID-19). Education and 
cooperative land-use planning: A social history of the American New Deal State. International 
Standing Conference for the History of Education, Örebro University, Sweden.  
 
Bowman, M. (July, 2019). Climate migration, corporate liberalism, and a regional textbook: A  
lesson from New Deal America, 1935-1945. Paper presented at the International Standing 
Conference for the History of Education, Porto, Portugal. 
 
Bowman, M. (August, 2018). That dam curriculum: Soviet influence on textbook representations of 
nature, technology, and hydroelectric power in the North American West. Paper presented at the 
International Standing Conference for the History of Education, Berlin, Germany. 
 
Bowman, M. (April, 2018). Learning to live on the land: Re-making American Catholics on a 
subsistence homestead. Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association 
Conference, New York, NY. 
 
Zeichner, K., Bowman, M., Guillen, L., Napolitan, K. (2018). Engaging and working in solidarity 
with local communities in preparing the teachers of their children. In K. Zeichner, The Struggle for the 
Soul of Teacher Education (pp. 224-251). New York: Routledge. 
 
Napolitan, K., Bowman, M. (2018). We’ve been here before: Our need for historical mentors.  
Teachers College Record Commentary, http://www.tcrecord.org/PrintContent.asp?ContentID=22441 
 
Bowman, M. & Gottesman, I. (2017). Making the socio-historical visible: A place-conscious 
approach to social foundations in practice-centered teacher preparation. Teaching and Teacher 
Education, 68, 232-240.  
 
Beadie, N., Williamson-Lott, J., Bowman, M., Frizell, T., Guzman, G., Hyun, J., Johnson, J.,  
Nicholas, K., Phillips, L., Wellington, R., and Yoshida, L. (2017). Gateways to the West, Part II: 
Education and the making of race, place, and culture in the West. History of Education Quarterly 57(1), 
94-126. 
 
Beadie, N., Williamson-Lott, J., Bowman, M., Frizell, T., Guzman, G., Hyun, J., Johnson, J.,  
Nicholas, K., Phillips, L., Wellington, R., and Yoshida, L. (2016). Gateways to the West, Part I: 
Education in the shaping of the West. History of Education Quarterly 56(4), 418–444.  
 
 
EDUCATION            
 
Ph.D.   Social and Cultural Foundations of Education, Area of Educational  
   Leadership and Policy Studies, University of Washington, Seattle, 2015 
 



Dissertation: Learning Place: Education and Planning in Seattle and the Pacific 
Northwest, 1934-1955 

 
M.Ed.   Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, University of Washington,  
   Seattle, 2006 
 
   Capstone: The Jackson Street Project: Reading and Writing ‘Place’ in  
   Education 
 
B.A.    Political Science, Macalester College, 1999 




