
Spectrum of Public Participation 

Inform
Promise to the Public:

We will keep you informed.

Consult
Promise to the Public:

We will keep you informed, 
listen to and acknowledge 
concerns, aspirations, and 
provide feedback on how 

public input influenced the 
decision.

Involve
Promise to the Public:
We will work with you to 
ensure that your concerns 

and aspirations are directly 
reflected in the alternatives 

developed and provide 
feedback on how public 

input influenced the 
decision.

Collaborate
Promise to the Public:

We will look to you for 
advice and innovation in 

formulating solutions and 
incorporate your advice and 
recommendations into the 
decisions to the maximum 

extent possible.

Empower
Promise to the Public:

We will implement what you 
decide.

Credit: The 
“Spectrum 

of Public 
Participation” 
is copyrighted 

and is 
reproduced 

with permission 
of the 

International 
Association 

of Public 
Participation 

(IAP2)


