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18.02.180 Definitions 
 
(cont’d) 
 
Heritage Commission. A commission charged with historic planning and 

preservation, consisting of members appointed by the City Council. 
Heritage Register or Register. The listing of properties having special historic 

significance and is listed on the Olympia Heritage Register, and including listings on the 
Washington Heritage Register, or National Register of Historic Places. 

Heritage Review Committee. A sub-committee of the Heritage Commission charged 
with reviewing proposed changes to properties on the Heritage Register or within a 
historic district, and with making recommendations on permit approval to the Building 
Official. 

Historic Building. A building listed on the Historic Property Inventory,  Olympia 
Heritage Register, the National Register of Historic Places and/or the Washington 
Heritage Register. 

Historic District. A geographically defined area containing buildings, structures, sites, 
objects and spaces linked historically through location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and/or association. The significance of a district is the product of 
the sense of time and place in history that its individual components collectively convey. 
This sense may relate to developments during one period or through several periods in 
history. 

Historic House Museum. A home owned by a public or registered nonprofit 
organization that has been placed on the National, local or State Register of Historic 
Places, and which is open to the public. 

Historic Preservation Officer, Preservation Officer. The person designated by the 
Director to respond to requests for review and information relating to historic 
preservation and to be the primary staff liaison to work with the Heritage Commission. 

Historic Property Inventory. Buildings and property identified and listed by the 
Heritage Commission as having special historic significance and merit. 

Historic Resources. Any building, structure, object, district, area, or site that is 
significant in the history, architecture, archaeology or culture of this city, state, or nation, 
as identified by the Olympia Heritage Register, Washington Heritage Register, or the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Historic Site. A place where a significant event or pattern of events occurred. It may 
be the location of prehistoric or historic occupation or activities that may be marked by 
physical remains; or the site may be the symbolic focus of a significant event or pattern 
of events that may not have been actively occupied. A site may be the location of a 
ruined or now nonexistent building, structure, or object if the location itself possesses 
historic, cultural, or archaeological significance. 

Historic Sites (Registered). Those buildings, structures, districts, sites and objects 
which are on the City Heritage Register or the State or National Register of Historic 
Places. (See also Archaeological Sites.) 
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