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• Visual assessment of  75+ 
blocks of Downtown Olympia

• Recommendations on eligibility 
for Register, historic district(s), & 
incentive programs

 First ever complete survey of 
all properties Downtown

Scope & Reach of the Project

Rockway-Leland Building (1941) – Contributing Property in Historic District



Need: Limited Existing Information



Example of Current Report



• Provide “go-to,” baseline resource on historic 
properties in Downtown Olympia for:

Proactive preservation  
planning:

• Expansion of historic district?
• New historic district(s) & building listings?
• Revision of Downtown design standards with 

historic environment in mind?
• Creation of “conservation districts”?
• Proactive tax incentive outreach program?

 Educational outreach

Goals of the Project

Olympia Federal Savings & Loan (1967) –
Non-Contributing Property in Historic 
District 



Preliminary Findings



Shared-Character Areas/Conservation Districts 



Character-Defining Features



Potential Historic District Expansion



Current Register Listings



Shared-Character Areas/Conservation Districts 



Survey Conclusions

“ From several Territorial Period buildings to Modernism, downtown Olympia has an 
excellent representation of a variety of architectural forms, types and styles spanning 
from the mid-19th century through the 1970s. 

A portion of downtown is already listed as a national, state and local historic district 
but this district could be expanded both geographically and in terms of period of 
significance. 

Additionally, there are multiple character clusters, or concentrations of buildings with 
similar features and historic purpose, which should be considered for local historic 
district and/or conservation districts.”



Proactive Preservation Planning 

Enhancing the vitality and character of Downtown Olympia
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