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BEFORE THE CITY OF OLYMPIA HEARINGS EXAMINER 

IN RE: ) HEARING NO. 21-1729 

) 
SMITH LAKE COVE REZONE. ) FINDINGS OF FACT, 

) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

) AND RECOMMENDATION 

) TO CITY COUNCIL 

APPLICANT: Blackbird Smith Lake, LLC (as to a portion of the property) 

City of Olympia Community Planning and Development 
( as to the remainder) 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Rezoning ofup to 13 parcels totaling 121 acres, located south of 
Herman Street/37th and east of Wiggins Road, from R 4-8 to either R 4 or R-4CB. 

PROJECT LOCATION: 

No1ih of Normandy Road S.E.; east of Wiggins Road and the Chambers Ditch; south of Herman 
Road/3 7th A venue; and west of the Chehalis Western Trail, in the southeastern corner of the City 
limits. 

SUMMARY OF DECISION: 

The Hearing Examiner recommends to the City Council that the properties be rezoned to R-4CB. 

BACKGROUND 

The properties under consideration for rezoning are in the southeastern corner of 
Olympia's City limits and are currently zoned R 4-8. They are bordered to the south by the 
Shana Park neighborhood (outside of the City); to the west by large lot prope1iies along Wiggins 
Road (again outside City limits); to the northwest by the "Chambers Ditch", a fish-bearing 
channel conveying water to Chambers Lake; to the n01ih by Herman Road which then becomes 
37th Avenue; and to the east by the Chehalis Western Trail and, fmiher east, the City of Lacey. 
They are within an area referred to as the "Chambers Basin" which drains to Chambers Lake via 
the Chambers Ditch. 

The area was aimexed in 2006. In 2008 the City established a new, unique zoning 
designation for the property to the north, identified as R-4CB (Chambers Basin). This zoning 
designation is intended to provide special protection to that portion of the Chambers Basin lying 
north of the Chambers Ditch and Herman Road, including the area surrounding Chambers Lake. 
It recognizes the basin's high groundwater levels and environmental sensitivity and allows for 
lower residential density while increasing environmental protections. These protections include 
limiting areas of impervious surface and dedicating larger areas to rainwater dispersal. 
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