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“ IF ART IS TO NOURISH THE ROOTS OF OUR CULTURE, 

SOCIET Y MUST SET THE ARTIST FREE TO FOLLOW HIS VISION 

WHEREVER IT TAKES HIM.”

JOHN F.  KENNEDY
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“Olympia is a place where the 

quality of life throughout the 

community is treasured.  City 

leaders recognize 

accomplishments that have 

created a strong foundation for 

nourishing the citizens and the 

cultural heritage, and is acting to 

create a profile that will further 

develop and leverage the 

continuing commitment to arts, 

cultures and heritage.”  

from ArCH RFP
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ArCH Downtown Ar t  Asset s  

 97 self-described Arts, Creative, and Cultural organizations and businesses in Olympia in 2014. 

 5 theater/venue locations in downtown, 11+ in greater Olympia (private, high school and higher ed) 

 73 private murals in downtown to date. 

 110 individual works in the City’s collection (140 including traffic box wraps . . . ) 

 424 Arts-Related Businesses Employ 1,013 People (in WA Legislative District 22)  
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN OLYMPIA -
ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PL AN

CIT Y OF OLYMPIA
A P R I L 1 9 ,  2 0 0 5

WHY PRESERVATION MATTERS

As much as the Sound and the mountains, the eclectic downtown buildings of

the 19th and 20th centuries play an essential, ongoing role in shaping Olympia's

character and civic identity. Some of the most appealing features of downtown

Olympia -- pedestrian-scale streetscapes, storefronts with recessed doorways,

a central town square with a bandstand -- are legacies from the past.

Historic places connect us to earlier generations and help us to picture a

world that existed long before our own time.
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“  O LY M P I A ’ S F I N E  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  U N I Q U E  H I S T O R I C  P R O P E R T I E S I N  H E A R T O F  

D O W N T O W N  C O N T R I B U T E S  I M M E A S U R AB LY  T O  T H E  C I T Y ’ S  C U LT U R A L  

I D E N T I T Y,  C H A R A C T E R ,  A N D  E C O N O M I C  V I TA L I T Y ”  
P E T E R  S T E I N B R U E C K
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DESIGNATED HISTORIC PROPERTIES

• Insert Heritage Map – City View (pdf)
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ArCH BACKGROUND: 
HERITAGE AND CULTURES RESOURCES

An Example of the Resources and 

Organizations in our Community 

• Centro Integral Educativo Latino de 

Olympia (CIELO)

• Daughters of the Pioneers, Olympia 

Chapter

• Hispanic Roundtable of South Sound

• Olympia Area Chinese Association

• Olympia Archaeological Society

• Olympia Harbor Days

• Olympia Genealogical Society

• Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow 

House Museum

• Olympia-Kato Sister City Association

• Olympia-Tumwater Foundation

• Squaxin Island Museum

• Tribes with a legal interest in Olympia (6)

• Washington State Archives

• Washington State Department of 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation

• Washington State Historical Society
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CELEBRATING OUR RICH HERITAGE AND CULTURES

PADDLE TO NISQUALLY 

2016

PADDLE TO SQUAXIN CANOE 

JOURNEY MURAL  

COMMISSIONED BY ODA, 2012
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CELEBRATING OUR RICH HERITAGE AND CULTURES
C H I N E S E  N E W  Y E A R  A N D  B O N  O D O R I
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM STAKEHOLDER MEETING #1

‘ASSETS AND ASPIRATIONS’
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STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS

THEME ~ AFFORDABLE,  ADEQUATE SPACE ~ PARTNERSHIPS

• Everyone looking for long-term home.  Dire need for gallery space 

• Artists in residence space, new artist incubator space:

 Dedicated place/space to grow, to add new programs, including education

• Inventory of building owners/managers and available space: 

 Link space needs with property managers:  A Space Matchmaker

• Arbutus needs a campus where work of craftsman can be done in one place:

 Workshop spaces, retail, dance/performance hall and studios

• Co-locate historical & cultural museum: Plan together!

 Tribal, estuarian, historical, craft education in co-located facilities. 

• City lead collaborative effort for organizations to develop co-location plan?
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STAKEHOLDER 

COMMENTS

Olympians 

appreciate diverse 

cultures, we are a 

melting pot of many 

cultures.

Our community 

does not want to be 

labeled.
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STAKEHOLDER 

COMMENTS

Multi-generational and 

multi-cultural interaction

Find ways to encourage 

interaction of young and 

old

People in the community 

are the asset

Culture is a collective asset
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STAKEHOLDER 

COMMENTS

Procession of the Species – the 

creative intermingling of the 

community.

Arts Walk --- Involving all kinds of 

art and all kinds people, the 

entire community participates.

People care about the community, 

they are engaged and they value 

the quality of life.
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STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS

Pass On Cultural and Crafts Her itage And Skil ls

Draw Out and Celebrate Knowledge and Exper ience From Older 
Generations 
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S TA K E H O L D E R S  

C O M M E N T S

Olympia’s Farmers 

Market – A social hub for 

the community:

- Appreciation for the 

culture and way of life of 

farmers and artisans

- Keeps farmers elevated 

in the community 

- Big tourist draw
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S TA K E H O L D E R  

C O M M E N T S
Historic Downtown – large number of historic 

buildings contribute value:

• - Provides base for activities

• - Represents History of the city

• - Preserves sense of who we are

• - Defines our character, individuality with 

distinctive architecture

Downtown is well maintained, preserved.  It has 

not lost original character and history like so 

many other cities. 

Appreciate that downtown Olympia has avoided 

“McDonaldization”

Cultural draw and could be tourist draw –

historic buildings and homes.
The Athena Group



THE FUTURE OF OLYMPIA’S ARTS, CULTURES, AND 
HERITAGE PROFILE IS VERY BRIGHT 
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