
City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Information: 360.753.8244

Meeting Agenda

General Government Committee

Room 1125:00 PMThursday, May 17, 2018

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

(Estimated Time:  0-15 Minutes)

During this portion of the meeting, citizens may address the Committee for up to three (3) minutes 

regarding the Committee's business meeting topics.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5.A 18-0495 Approval of April 25, 2018 General Government Committee Meeting 

Minutes

MinutesAttachments:

6. COMMITTEE BUSINESS

6.A 18-0440 Downtown Ambassador and Clean Team Update

6.B 18-0478 Economic Development Update

6.C 18-0480 Approval of the Proposed Agenda Items, Location, and Facilitator for the 

Mid-Year City Council Retreat on June 9, 2018

Proposed AgendaAttachments:

6.D 18-0456 Farmers Market Lease Agreement Update

Current Operations and Maintenance AgreementAttachments:

7. REPORTS AND UPDATES

8. ADJOURNMENT

The City of Olympia is committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of all persons in employment and 

the delivery of services and resources.  If you require accommodation for your attendance at the City 

Council Committee meeting, please contact the Council's Executive Assistant at 360.753.8244 at least 

48 hours in advance of the meeting.  For hearing impaired, please contact us by dialing the Washington 

State Relay Service at 7-1-1 or 1.800.833.6384.
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General Government Committee

Downtown Ambassador and Clean Team
Update

Agenda Date: 5/17/2018
Agenda Item Number: 6.A

File Number:18-0440

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: report Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Downtown Ambassador and Clean Team Update

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Report/Briefing only; no action requested.

City Manager Recommendation:
Receive the report/briefing

Report
Issue:
Discussion on the progress of the City’s Downtown Ambassador Program in 2018.

Staff Contact:
Mark Rentfrow, Downtown Liaison, Community Planning and Development, 360.570.3798

Presenter(s):
Mark Rentfrow, Downtown Liaison;
Teal Russell, Downtown Ambassador;
Katherine Trahan, Downtown Ambassador

Background and Analysis:
In January of 2018, the Downtown Ambassadors became a program of the City of Olympia under
Community Planning and Development.  Staff will present data regarding their progress and activities
and answer any questions.

Attachments:

None
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General Government Committee

Approval of April 25, 2018 General Government
Committee Meeting Minutes

Agenda Date: 5/17/2018
Agenda Item Number: 5.A

File Number:18-0495

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: minutes Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Approval of April 25, 2018 General Government Committee Meeting Minutes
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City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Information: 360.753.8244

Meeting Minutes - Draft

General Government Committee

5:00 PM Council ChambersWednesday, April 25, 2018

CALL TO ORDER1.

Chair Bateman called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL2.

Present: 3 - Chair Jessica Bateman, Committee member Renata Rollins and 

Committee member Cheryl Selby

APPROVAL OF AGENDA3.

The agenda was approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT4.

No one spoke during public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES5.

5.A 18-0417 Approval of March 28, 2018 General Government Committee Meeting 

Minutes

The minutes were approved.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS6.

6.A 18-0404 Arts, Cultures and Heritage (ArCH) Study Update

Assistant City Manager Jay Burney presented an overview of the development of an 

Expanded Arts, Cultures and Heritage Profile for Olympia, also known as ArCH.   In 

2017, the City Council appropriated $50,000 for an ArCH study.  An RFP was launched 

in 2017 and the Athena group was hired to conduct the ArCH Study.  The Economic 

Development Council was hired to update the Creative Vitality Index (CVI).  

The objectives of the ArCH study were to: Refresh and expand Olympia’s efforts to 

deliver creative and effective public programs and support for the arts, cultures, and 

heritage and to reach participants who are increasingly sophisticated, mobile and 

diverse. Ensure arts, cultures and heritage contribute to City’s Comprehensive Plan and 

the Downtown Strategy.  Grow and enrich participation of community groups, artists, 

historians and others in Olympia’s arts, cultures and heritage profile. Establish a broader 

Page 1City of Olympia

http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=8551
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=8538


April 25, 2018General Government Committee Meeting Minutes - Draft

nationwide reputation for arts, culture and heritage.  Provide analysis, clarify options, and 

explore mechanisms for strengthen the City’s commitment.

Mr. Burney reviewed the groups involved and outreach that occurred shared draft 

recommendations and shared next steps.

Committee members asked clarifying questions.

The information was received.

6.B 18-0394 Priority Allocations and Activities for Program Year 2018 Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program

Anna Schlecht gave an overview of the draft Community Development Block Grant 

activity recommendations for Program Year 2018.

The majority of the Committee supported moving foward with allocating $300,000 for the 

Family Support Center, $400,000 for a day senter and pp to $500,000 for a housing 

project.  Committee member Selby noted she'd prefer to have a range attributed to each 

item, rather than a set amount.

Committee members asked clarifying questions. 

The recommendation was approved.

6.C 18-0416 Priority Strategies for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Five-Year Consolidated Plan

Ms. Schlecht reviewed the anticipated 5-year plan funding and the priorities moving 

forward.  The priorities agreeed upon are Public Facilities (day center), housing, and 

Land Acquistion.  

Ms. Schlecht shared the timeline for public process:

May 22: Council Action to Launch Public Process

May 23 - June 23: 30 Day Public Comment Period

June 12: Public Hearing

June 26: Council Final Decision

July 13:  Submit Consolidated Plan and Program Year 2018 Plan to the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development 

Committee members agreed tomove forward with the public process.

The recommendation was approved.

6.D 18-0414

City Manager Steve Hall reviewed the preparations for the upcoming mid-year retreat.  

The MIXX 96 conference room was discussed as an option to explore and potential 

agenda items were discussed as well.  The Committee would like to retain Nancy 

Campbell to facilitate. A draft agenda will be brought forward to the next General 
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April 25, 2018General Government Committee Meeting Minutes - Draft

Government Committee meeting.

The recommendation was completed.

6.E 18-0413 Debrief the General Government Committee Meeting with Advisory 

Committee Chairs

City Manager Steve Hall reviewed the issues and topics that were discussed at the 

March 28, 2018 General Government meeting with Advisory Committee/Commission 

Chairs.  

They agreed to implement a three year limit for all committees except for the Design 

Review Board (partial terms would not apply).  The application form will be updated with 

language to reflect that more than three absences in a year could result in removal from a 

Committee.  Staff will look at the recruitment processes of other cities related to 

Committees assisting with the application screenings and development of questions.

The discussion was completed.

REPORTS AND UPDATES7.

ADJOURNMENT8.

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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General Government Committee

Economic Development Update

Agenda Date: 5/17/2018
Agenda Item Number: 6.B

File Number:18-0478

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: report Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Economic Development Update

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Report/Briefing only; no action requested.

City Manager Recommendation:
Briefing only; no action requested.

Report
Issue:
Whether to receive an oral report on economic development in Olympia.

Staff Contact:
Mike Reid, Economic Development Director, Community Planning and Development 360.753.8591

Presenter:
Mike Reid, Economic Development Director

Background and Analysis:
Recently hired Economic Development Director Mike Reid will provide an introduction and give an
overview of current economic development initiatives in Olympia. Topics will include the Avalon
Project, the County Courthouse effort, Opportunity Zones, Creative District designation, and business
outreach.

Attachments:

None
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General Government Committee

Approval of the Proposed Agenda Items,
Location, and Facilitator for the Mid-Year City

Council Retreat on June 9, 2018

Agenda Date: 5/17/2018
Agenda Item Number: 6.C

File Number:18-0480

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Approval of the Proposed Agenda Items, Location, and Facilitator for the Mid-Year City Council
Retreat on June 9, 2018

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
The General Government Committee met on April 26 and recommended the following agenda items
and location for the City Council Mid-Year Retreat.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the General Government Committee recommendations for the upcoming mid-year
retreat including the location, agenda and facilitator.

Report
Issue:
Approve the recommendations for the agenda, location and facilitator for the mid-year retreat.

Staff Contact:
Steve Hall, City Manager, 360.753.8447
Jay Burney, Assistant City Manager, 360.753.8740

Presenter(s):
Steve Hall, City Manager

Background and Analysis:
The Council holds a mid-year retreat to review its progress and/or focus on other items of interest.  At
its January 2018 retreat, Council set Saturday, June 9, as the date for the mid-year retreat.  In
previous years, Council has held the retreat in the LOTT Boardroom; however, the site is unavailable
for the meeting.  Staff explored several other locations around the City for the retreat.  The
recommendation original recommendations from the General Government Committee was to use the
Mixx 96 conference room in Downtown Olympia, however after the large turnout at the
Homelessness forum as SPSCC on May 8, the Chair of the General Government Committee and
City  Manager spoke, and concurred to recommend using the City Council Chambers instead.  Based
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Type: decision Version: 1 Status: In Committee

on indications from Council at the January retreat, Nancy Campbell is recommended to facilitate.

The mid-year retreat is normally four to five hours, usually Saturday morning; the General
Government Committee recommends 9am-2pm.

The Committee did not want an overly packed agenda and wanted to focus on strengthening Council
relations, check in on meeting process, follow up on 2018 Priorities discussed at the January retreat,
an update on the recent Community Conversation public engagement work and tour select
Downtown sites.  See the attached proposed retreat agenda.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
N/A

Options:
1. Approve the time, date, facilitator and agenda for the mid-year retreat.
2. Make changes to the time, date, facilitator and/or agenda.
3. Do not approve the time, date, facilitator and agenda for the mid-year retreat

Financial Impact:
Cost for the facilitator is estimated between $3,000 - 4,000.

Attachments:
Draft Retreat Agenda
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 Proposed Agenda 

 
 

Olympia City Council Mid-Year Retreat 
June 9, 2018 

City Council Chambers 
 
Facilitator: Nancy Campbell 
 

 Group Process Working Relationships 

 Check in on Meeting Process (what’s working, what’s not) 

 Community Conversation Update 

 Follow-up on 2018 Priority Discussion from January Retreat 

 Downtown Walking Tour 
o Suggestions: Community Care Center, Safe Place, Salvation Army, The 

Olympian, new Downtown housing, units, ice cream shop – staff will explore 
the availability of these options and will select two stops from the list above 
for the walking tour 



General Government Committee

Farmers Market Lease Agreement Update

Agenda Date: 5/17/2018
Agenda Item Number: 6.D

File Number:18-0456

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: information Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Farmers Market Lease Agreement Update

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
No action requested

City Manager Recommendation:
No action requested

Report
Issue:
Brief presentation to the General Government Committee summarizing the current lease with The
Olympia Farmers Market.

Staff Contact:
Scott River, Associate Director, Parks, Arts and Recreation, 360.753.8506

Presenter(s):
Scott River, Associate Director, Parks, Arts and Recreation

Background and Analysis:
The City of Olympia has contracted with The Olympia Farmers Market for the operations and
maintenance of the city-owned facility on Port of Olympia property since 1997.  The current
agreement is in the middle of a five year term and expires December 1, 2021.  This presentation will
cover the following:

1. Purpose of the agreement
2. Current summary of agreement
3. Sales performance for recent years
4. Current Olympia Farmers Market initiatives

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
Olympia Farmers Market
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Type: information Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Options:
No decisions will be made during this presentation

Financial Impact:
None

Attachments:

Current Operations and Maintenance Agreement
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