




Appointment to an advisory committee will require your attendance at evening meetings, and 
undertake other work (reading, meeting preparation etc.). How many hours per month are you 
willing to commit as a volunteer?
15-20

If you are not appointed to a Board or Commission at this time:
Do you wish to be considered for 
appointment to another Board or 
Commission?

No

Do you wish to be considered for 
future appointment to your preferred 
Board or Commission?

Yes

Thank you for your interest in serving on a City of Olympia 
Advisory Committee! 

Please hit the "submit" button below when you have completed 
your application .  
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Ben J. Gossett 
 

 

 
WORK HISTORY & RESPONSIBILITIES 

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) 
Land Management Supervisor (Program/Project Manager IV) 
February 2022 – Present 
 

• Administer DNRP’s Land Management Unit, which manages real estate related to 200 individual 
parks, regional trails, and open spaces, comprising more than 30,000 acres of land in all.  

• Supervise five technical staff in permitting, property management, and customer service roles. 
• Communicate program information to diverse internal and external stakeholders and the public. 
• Develop strategies and recommendations to solve real estate problems and avoid risks. 
• Center equity and other core County values in land management programming decisions. 

City of Portland Water Bureau 
Special Projects Property Manager (Analyst III) 
December 2019 – February 2022 
 

• Lead real estate staff and consultants performing analysis for regulatory compliance projects. 
• Analyze and recommend property alternatives related to utility infrastructure improvements. 
• Develop and implement property acquisition plans, including scopes, schedules, and budgets. 
• Review engineering plans, surveys, appraisals, deeds, and easements to make program 

decisions. 
• Present to Portland City Council to request authorization and funds for property acquisition.     

City of Portland Water Bureau 
Right of Way Supervisor (Coordinator III) 
May 2014 – December 2019 
 

• Oversee Bureau property acquisition and easement management programs. 
• Supervise technical staff managing property management and acquisition projects.  
• Interpret and apply codes, statutes, and regulations to complex real estate projects. 
• Advise leaders regarding property acquisition, management, and surplus property disposition. 
• Support City Attorney’s Office with eminent domain acquisition processes.  

City of Portland Water Bureau 
Right of Way Agent (Right of Way Agent III) 
June 2006 - May 2014 
 

• Manage property acquisition projects, including developing scopes, schedules, and budgets. 
• Negotiate with property owners to acquire property and easements for utility projects. 
• Evaluate petitions to use City property for special uses such as access and construction. 
• Monitor easements and permits for compliance with contraction terms and obligations. 
• Identify and mitigate (or permit) encroachments on municipal property and easements. 



Ben J. Gossett 
 

 

 
CORE COMPETENCIES 

• Program Management • Real Estate Law 
• Supervision and Coaching • Real Estate Analysis 
• Project Management • Process Improvement 
• Property Acquisition • Public Engagement 
• Property Management • Problem Solving 

 

EDUCATION 

Portland State University – Master of Public Administration 
Portland, Oregon 
 
University of Seoul - Public Policy Case Study Program 
Seoul, South Korea 
 
Washington University in St. Louis – Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
St. Louis, Missouri 




