Ordinance No.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDING TITLE 18,
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 18.38 PARKING AND LOADING, OF THE
OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2022, the City of Olympia Land Use and Environment Committee referred to the
Planning Commission a proposal to amend the residential parking standards within the Downtown Exempt
Parking Area; and

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2022, the Community Planning and Development Department proposed amendments
to OMC 18.38.160 and Figure 38-2 of Title 18, Unified Development Code, of the Olympia Municipal Code
(OMC) (the Proposed Amendments); and

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2022, the Proposed Amendments were sent to the Washington State Department of
Commerce Growth Management Services with the Notice of Intent to Adopt Development Regulation
amendments as required by RCW 36.70A.106 and no comments were received from state agencies during
the comment period; and

WHEREAS, Notice of Application for the Proposed Amendments was routed to all Recognized Neighborhood
Associations within the City of Olympia and to the Council of Neighborhoods Association on May 27, 2022,
pursuant to Chapter 18.78 OMC, Public Notification, and Chapter 18.86 OMC, Neighborhood Association
Recognition and Notification; and

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2022, a legal notice was published in The Olympian newspaper providing notice of
the Proposed Amendments; and

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2022, the City of Olympia issued a Determination of Non-Significance pursuant to
the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) on the Proposed Amendments; and

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2022, the Olympia Planning Commission received a briefing on the Proposed
Amendments; and

WHEREAS, on July 7, 2022, notice of the public hearing for the Proposed Amendments was provided to all
Parties of Record pursuant to Chapter 18.78 OMC, Public Notification; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2022, notice of the public hearing for the Proposed Amendments was provided to all
Recognized Neighborhood Associations with the City of Olympia pursuant to Chapter 18.78 OMC, Public
Notification, and Chapter 18.86 OMC, Neighborhood Association Recognition and Notification; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2022, a legal notice was published in The Olympian newspaper regarding the date of
the Olympia Planning Commission’s public hearing on the Proposed Amendments; and

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2022, the Olympia Planning Commission held a public hearing and deliberated the
Proposed Amendments; and

WHEREAS, following the public hearing and deliberations, on July 18, 2022, the Planning Commission
provided to the City Council its recommendation to amend Title 18, Unified Development Code, Section
18.38.160 and Figure 38-2 of the Olympia Municipal Code (OMC), as proposed; and

WHEREAS, the Proposed Amendments are consistent with the Olympia Comprehensive Plan and other
chapters of Title 18 OMC; and



WHEREAS, the Proposed Amendments have been reviewed pursuant to the Rezones and Text
Amendments process outlined in chapter 18.58 OMC; and

WHEREAS, chapters 35A.63 and 36.70A RCW and Article 11, section 11 of the Washington State
Constitution authorize and permit the City to adopt this Ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendment of OMC 18.38.160. Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 18.38.160 is
hereby amended to read as follows:

18.38.160 Specific zone district requirements

A. Ten (10) Percent Required Reduction in Parking Requirements.
The median motor vehicle parking requirements contained in Section 18.38.100 shall be reduced by
an additional ten (10) percent for uses in the High Density Corridor 1, 2, 3, and 4 Districts (see High
Density Corridor Map), Neighborhood and Urban Villages, and for nonresidential uses within the
Downtown (see Figure 38-2).

B. Urban Residential (UR), High Rise Multifamily (RM-H) Residential Mixed Use (RMU) and Commercial
Services - High Density (CS-H) Zones.

Residential uses shall be provided with one (1) motor vehicle parking space per unit unless otherwise
exempted elsewhere in this chapter.

C. Downtown Exempt Parking Area (See Figure 38-2).

1. Existing buildings constructed prior to January 1, 2002, which are located within the Downtown
Exempt Parking Area (See Figure 38-2), shall be exempt from the vehicle parking standards.
However, a change of use within such existing structures shall comply with the long-term and
short-term bicycle parking standards pursuant to Table 38.01;

2. All new residential buildings and uses located within the Downtown Exempt Parking Area (See
Figure 38-2) shall be exempt from vehicle parking standards. However, if any new residential
parking is constructed, the parking facility shall meet the Parking Design;-Pedestrian-Street and
Design Review Criteria in OMC 18.38.180 through 18.38.240 and applicable criteria in
OMC _Chapters 18.04, - e+-18.06, and +8-2018.120). All new residential buildings and uses shall
comply with the long-term and short-term bicycle parking standards pursuant to Table 38.01;
and

3. All new commercial buildings or expansions totaling over 3,000 square feet of gross leasable
area, constructed after January 1, 2002, which are located within the Downtown Exempt
Parking Area (See Figure 38-2) shall be required to meet vehicle parking and bicycle standards
(OMC 18.38.020 through 18.38.240).

4. When not covered by C.1 or C.2 above, : bBicycle parking is not required for those buildings
and uses located within the Downtown Exempt Parking Area (see Figure 38-2) that do not
provide on-site motor vehicle parking.

D. High Density Corridor 1 and 2, and Urban Residential (UR).

1. Townhouse units shall provide one and one-half (1.5) parking spaces per unit;



2. Multifamily units shall provide one (1) parking space per unit;

3. Small restaurants (up to 750 square feet of service area) shall provide two (2) parking
spaces/1,000 square feet; and

Small retail including food stores and laundries (up to 3,000 square feet) shall provide two (2)
parking spaces per 1,000 square feet. (The first 350 square feet are exempt from parking

requirements.) Small retail may provide additional parking up to three and one-half (3.5)
parking spaces per 1,000 square feet.
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Section 2. Olympia Municipal Code. Copies of the Olympia Municipal Code are and shall be retained
on file with the office of the City Clerk.

Section 3. Corrections. The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references,
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto.

Section 4. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or application of the provisions to other
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected.

Section 5. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as
provided by law.
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