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GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:
SQUAXIN PARK

The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum
Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Award 2024
for Outstanding Achievement
Awarded to:

An Accord between
Squaxin Istand Tribe ¢ City of Olympia

L]

wmﬂj, the Snuaxin Island Tribe’s habitation of what is now Olympia

spans thousands of years. The ancestral families wha lived and hrived here named |
it Steh-Chass and occupied prosperous villages along the shores, Archeological
findings of ancestral artifacts in the area suggest habltation by 3quaxin ancestors
since the retrest of the glaclers during the |ast lee Age; and

The City of Olympia & The Squaxin Island Tribe
for
Squaxin Park

Signed in 2021, the Accord between the Squaxin Island
Tribe and City of Olympia fostered collaborative efforts,

one of which was to rename the culturally and

Wﬁmstodav, the Squarin peopls continue stewardship af these hwmﬂy Jfﬂ'ﬂmmﬂt sﬂmf" Pu'* Iﬂ 2022. ]TH.'

ancestral lands, from the Deschutes watershed and what is now Budd Inlet, The
Steh-Chass {Squaxing continue te tolk themselves “People of the Water™ because of
the tiounty of the reEioen’s waterways and artesian waters, which have sustained
the peaple for millennia; and

Accord and Squaxin Park name-change serves as a
model for inter-governmental collaboration and
communication,

Wm both the Squaxin Island Tribe and City of Olympla hanor the
Medicine Creek Treaty and have established a strong government-to-government
relationship between the twa sovercigns; and

mﬁ the recovery of Budd Inlet and the Deschutes River are |

necessary to restare treaty-protected salmon populations, 3 matual goal of Squaxin| |
and Clympla as demanstrated by our support for the resteratlen of the Deschutes
Estuary and our collaboration with the restaratlon of West Bay; and

Nﬂwmerefum \he Sguaxin Island Tribe and the City of Olympia, in the spirlt of
understanding and mutual respect, commit te the fallowing long-term actions:

Coordinate and cooperate to support scanpmic and infrastructure
opportunities, protect natural resources, and respond to climate change.
Creale mare opportunities for public art, education, and eommunity service
that will promote a healthy exchange of cultures.




SPECIAL RECOGNITION: GERRY L. ALEXANDER

The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum
Board of Trustees

Special Recognition of

Gerry L. Aleukder

President of the Bigelow House Preservation
Association from 1997 to 2000, Board Member
of both the Olympia Historical Soclety and the
merged Olympia Historical Soclety & Bigelow
House Museum from 2014 to 2024, and the
organization’s President from 2019 to 2020.

As Washington State Supreme Court Chief Justice,
Alexander was instrumental in organizing and
presiding at the 2004 Historical Court of Inquiry and

Justice that led to the exoneration of Nisgually
Chief Leschi for murder during the Puget Sound
Treaty War of 1855-1856.

Gerry L. Alexander Is honored for his lifetime passion

for sharing and preserving Olympia, Thurston County,
and Washington State history.



GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:




The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum

Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Award 2024
for Outstanding Achievement
Awarded to:

Toy Kay

Born in 1924, Toy arrived in Olympia following an
arranged marriage at age 16. After 33 years as
waitress at Kay’s Café, she drew upon inner-strength
to overcome challenges and become a civic leader.
Arts patron, educator, and supporter of women's
rights, amongst many other interests, Toy founded

the Olympia Area Chinese Association to sustain

Chinese ) culture and to share the significant
role of Chinese Americans in Olympia history.
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GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:
SENIOR SERVICES FOR SOUTH SOUND

YOUREINVITED! ' (oo )
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Lacey Senior | Senior Center
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SENIOR SERVICES FOR SOUTH SOUND

The Olympia Historical Soclety & Bigelow House Museum i g j

Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Awa rd 2024
for Outstanding Achlevement S eé‘ 'o r
Awarded to: ervices
FOR SOUTH SOUND
Senior Services for South Sound i J
for @ ® S >

Fifty years of providing a place Register Today for Life Long Learning!
“..where people are empowered and engaged B ==
in the community as they age, are valued for = | \

thelr wisdom and experience, and have
a positive sense of self-worth.”
Senior Services for South Sound Mission Statement



GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:
OLYMPIA'S HIDDEN HISTORIES WALKING TOURS

©

ArcGIS StoryMaps

Storytelling that

resonates

Transform your digital storytelling with custom maps.




OLYMPIA’S HIDDEN HISTORIES WALKING
TOURS

The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum
Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Award 2024
for Outstanding Achievement

OWNTOWN B r ey () Awarded to:|

~

Squaxin
Island Tribe

evergreen

The Evergreen State College
for
Olympia's Hidden Histories Walking Tours

These web-based walking tours were researched,
scripted, and produced by Evergreen State College
students with guidance from faculty
advisors and local historians resulting in an
illustrated and accessible learning tool for
visiting and understanding Olympia’s past.



GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum
Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Award 2024
for Outstanding Achievement
Awarded to:

The Olympia School District
for
Lincoln Elementary School

Celebrating one hundred years of educating 3 ) ’"‘} ,
Olympia youth since construction in 1923, and ' \ . , i N {‘.\’ %’ N

for stewardship that preserves the Joseph

Wohleb-designed landmark building in the : ' = P=le s
South Capitol Neighborhood Historic District , - t?ﬂil ﬂﬁeﬂs




GERRY L. ALEXANDER HERITAGE AWARD FOR

CENTER &

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT:

OLYMPIA SCHOOL DISTRICT

AVANTI HIGH SCHOOL

ARCHITECTS
THOMAS COOK RE
CONTRACTOR
SCHWIESOW CONST
ORIGINAL DES

1924 BUILDING & 1
JOSEPHH. WOHLE]




AVANTI HIGH SCHOOL

FORMERLY WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum
Gerry L. Alexander Annual Heritage Award 2024
for Outstanding Achlevement

Awarded to:

The Olympia School District for
Avanti High School
(historically Washington Elementary School)
for

Celebrating one hundred years of educating
Olympia youth at its current location and the
rehabilitation of the Joseph Wohleb-designed

school for the 21st Century while preserving
the bullding’s historic character.
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