
City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Heritage Commission 

Contact:Brittany Gillia

(360) 753-8427

Meeting Agenda

Heritage Commission

Room 2075:00 PMWednesday, January 28, 2026

1. CALL TO ORDER

1.A ROLL CALL

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.A 26-0090 Approval of the September 24, 2025 Heritage Commission Meeting 

Minutes

Heritage 9.24.2025 minutes DRAFTAttachments:

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

During this portion of the meeting, community members may address the Advisory Committee or 

Commission regarding items related to City business, including items on the Agenda.   In order for the 

Committee or Commission to comply with Public Disclosure Law for political campaigns,  speakers will 

not be permitted to make public comments before the Committee or Commission where the speaker 

promotes or opposes a candidate for public office or a ballot measure.

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS

6. BUSINESS ITEMS

6.A 26-0088 2026 Work Plan

2026 work plan draftAttachments:

6.B 26-0087 OFD Historic Storyboard Presentation

OFD StoryboardAttachments:

7. REPORTS

8. OTHER TOPICS

9. ADJOURNMENT

Upcoming
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January 28, 2026Heritage Commission Meeting Agenda

Accommodations

The City of Olympia is committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of all persons in employment and 

the delivery of services and resources.  If you require accommodation for your attendance at the City 

Advisory Committee meeting, please contact the Advisory Committee staff liaison (contact number in the 

upper right corner of the agenda) at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  For hearing impaired, 

please contact us by dialing the Washington State Relay Service at 7-1-1 or 1.800.833.6384.

Page 2 City of Olympia Printed on 1/26/2026

2



Heritage Commission

Approval of the September 24, 2025 Heritage
Commission Meeting Minutes

Agenda Date: 1/28/2026
Agenda Item Number: 3.A

File Number:26-0090

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: minutes Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title

Approval of the September 24, 2025 Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes
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City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Heritage Commission 

Contact:Brittany Gillia

(360) 753-8427

Meeting Minutes

Heritage Commission

5:30 PM OnlineWednesday, September 24, 2025

Register to Attend: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LuzGAvt5R6Kk7Qr6am_OXQ

CALL TO ORDER1.

Chair Miller called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m.

ROLL CALL1.A

Present: 6 - Chair Garner Miller, Vice Chair Stacy Hicks, Commissioner Michael 

Bowman, Commissioner William Cotter, Commissioner Eleanor 

Knight-Malek and Commissioner Melissa Patrick

Absent: 3 - Commissioner Stephen Becker, Commissioner Mark Shepard and 

Commissioner Gary Stedman

APPROVAL OF AGENDA2.

The agenda was approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES3.

3.A 25-0830 Approval of the August 27, 2025 Heritage Commission Meeting 

Minutes

The minutes were approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None4.

ANNOUNCEMENTS5.

Staff announcements were provided.

BUSINESS ITEMS6.

6.A 25-0825 Volunteer Shifts

Staff provided information.

The information was received.
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September 24, 2025Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes

6.B 25-0826 Housekeeping 

Staff provided information.

The information was received.

REPORTS7.

Committee reports were made regarding the upcoming Window Workshop, Arts Walk, 

and a Heritage Design Review.

ADJOURNMENT9.

The meeting adjourned at 6:28 p.m.
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Heritage Commission

2026 Work Plan

Agenda Date: 1/28/2026
Agenda Item Number: 6.A

File Number:26-0088

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: discussion Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title

2026 Work Plan

Recommended Action

Discussion only, no action requested.

Report

Issue:

Discussion on the Commission’s work plan for 2026.

Staff Contact:

Brittany Gillia, Historic Preservation Officer, Community Planning and Economic Development,

360.753.8427

Presenter(s):

All

Background and Analysis:

Each year the Heritage Commission updates it’s work plan and provides a draft to the Community

Livability and Public Safety Committee (CLPS) for review. The draft work plan is due in early March.

The Commission may consider any amendments and discuss committee roles and tasks, and

assignment of commissioners to each of the committees. Final committee assignments will follow in

April once new commissioners are seated.

The commission will be reviewing the draft this month, and then voting to proceed with a final

recommendation to CLPS at the February meeting.

Climate Analysis:
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Type: discussion Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Elements of the work plan include Climate elements, such as exploring “preservation of historic

assets that may be affected by Sea Level Rise”.

Equity Analysis:

The Heritage Commission is dedicated to providing information to the community about historic

homes, the Olympia Heritage Register, cultural heritage projects, and more. As such, the

Commission is working to achieve outreach and engagement that reaches new demographics and

creates opportunities for all who may be interested to participate in the City’s historic events and

heritage projects.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):

N/A

Options:

1. Discuss the draft 2026 work plan

2. Do not discuss the draft 2026 work plan.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Attachments:

2026 Work Plan Draft
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Olympia Heritage Commission 

20265 WORKPLAN 
 

 

Mission: 
 

Core Strategies: 
 

Educate and Inspire 
Partner, Promote and 

Collaborate 

Integrate Preservation Best 
Practices in Good 

Government 
Review and Permitting 

 

• Heritage Month 

• Recognition Awards 

• Explore and encourage incentives 

• Special programs, events, 
tabling, tours 

• Build trust with owners, 
developers, contractors, 
realtors, & community 

 

• ARCH 

• Community & 
Educational Org’s 

• Heritage Org’s 

• Local Businesses 

• Build relationships with 
Tribes & BIPOC 
community 

 

• Input to City Planning efforts 

• Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

• Heritage Commission 
Development  

• Research and Interpretation 

 

• Timely review w/in permit 
process 

• Guidance for 
homeowners and 
contractors 

• Special Tax Valuation  

• Individual listings 

• District listings 

Committees:    



Marketing & Outreach 



All Committees 



Policy, Ordinance & 
Guidance 



Heritage Review 

 

“Identify and actively encourage the preservation of Olympia’s historic resources by maintaining, updating, and expanding the Olympia 
Heritage Register and reviewing proposed changes to Heritage Register properties; to raise community awareness of Olympia’s history and 
historic resources; and to serve as the City’s primary resource in matters of history, historic planning and preservation.” (OMC 18.12.055) 
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Heritage Commission 20256 Projects     202625 Meeting Schedule: 5:30pm on 4th Wednesdays: Jan 2228, Feb 
2625, March 265, April 223, May 278, July 22TBD, Aug 267, Sept 234, Oct 
282, November and December dates TBD 

 

Activity Task Detail for 20265 Schedule Budget 

Educate and Inspire: Marketing & Outreach Committee 

Heritage Month May 20265 Explore partnerships; A+H Awards and event  January to October -0- 

Community Engagement/Partnerships 
Events 

OHC presence at Arts Walk, Arts+ Heritage Week, 
Walking tours, Neighborhood engagement 

Ongoing $50 

Educational Workshop Series 
Informational sessions on topics such as: Cyclical 
maintenance for historic homes, What is the Olympia 
Heritage Register, etc 

Ongoing goal to host 3 
sessions through 20265 

$50As needed 

Picnic Social Build relationships and welcome new commissioners  Summer 20265 -0- 

Integrate Preservation Best Practices in Good Government: Policy, Ordinance and Guidance Committee 

Heritage Commission Training 
Plan new member orientation, 20265 retreat and 
development training for OHC including Climate 
initiatives, building materials, and board trainings  

Schedule Retreat and training $50 + Grant funds 

Commission Bylaws Update Review and clarify commission bylaws Spring 2025 -0- 

Olympia Municipal Code (OMC) Ordinance 
Update 

Participate in Staff update to OMC re: Historic 
Preservation and Cultural Resource Management 

Ongoing through 20265 -0- 

Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Participate in the Periodic Update of the Comp Plan  Ongoing through 2025 -0- 

Equity in Historic Preservation Discussions 
 Equity training discussion on preservation, including 
intangible heritage assets and cultural landscapes 

Ongoing  Grant required 

Review and Permitting: Heritage Review Committee 

20265 Special Tax Valuation Applications Review and recommend approval to City Council Fall 20265 -0- 

Explore National listings that should be 
listed in the Olympia Heritage Register 

Talk with property owners, research properties and 
possible district boundaries, advocate to list districts 
and individual properties  

March through December 
CPED 
administration 
fund for plaques  

Promote new listings Advocate to list key properties around Olympia April through December -0- 

Provide design guidance  
Continue design consultations for historic properties, 
Evaluate OMC design guidelines and best practices 
for code updates as needed 

Ongoing through 20265 -0- 
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Heritage Commission

OFD Historic Storyboard Presentation

Agenda Date: 1/28/2026
Agenda Item Number: 6.B

File Number:26-0087

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: information Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title

OFD Historic Storyboard Presentation

Recommended Action

Information only. No action requested.

Report

Issue:

Receive information from a local historian that is working with the Olympia Fire Department on a

storyboard about the origins of the Fire Department.

Staff Contact:

Brittany Gillia, Historic Preservation Officer, Community Planning and Economic Development

Department, 360.753.8427

Presenter(s):

Shirley Stirling, WA State Regent, Daughters of the American Colonists

Background and Analysis:

Shirley Stirling is a volunteer with the Daughters of the American Colonists and has been working

with the Olympia Fire Department (OFD) to design a storyboard illustrating the early history and

evolution of the Olympia Fire Department. The interpretive panel is proposed to be installed at a local

fire station.

Climate Analysis:

N/A

Equity Analysis:

N/A
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Type: information Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):

N/A

Options:

1. Discuss the interpretive panel / storyboard

2. Do not discuss the interpretive panel / storyboard

Financial Impact:

Project is being privately funded.

Attachments:

OFD Storyboard
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