OrdinanceNo. 7379

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDING OMC
9.16.180 RELATING TO PEDESTRIAN INTERFERENCE AND THE AREA
CONSTITUTING THE "DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL ZONE” TO INCLUDE
ADDITIONAL AREAS EAST TO EASTSIDE STREET BETWEEN STATE AVENUE AND
PLUM STREET AS DEPICTED IN FIGURE 1

WHEREAS, the name of Olympia Municipal Code (OMC) Title 9 is known as the “Criminal Code;" and

WHEREAS, OMC Title 9 contains various chapters relating to crimes and offenses against persons, public
peace, drugs, gambling, offenses against property, juveniles, weapons and fireworks, to name but a few;
and

WHEREAS, OMC 9.16.180 contains a prohibition against obstruction of vehicular and pedestrian traffic;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to OMC 9.16.180 a person is prohibited from sitting or lying on any sidewalk, street
or alley during daytime hours between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m, in the “Downtown
Commercial Zone” reflected in Figure 1, however, a person may sit or lie on a sidewalk from midnight to
7:00 a.m. to allow overnight sleeping; and

WHEREAS, the City has established a tiny house village near Quince Street Village; and

WHEREAS, City staff is proposing an expansion of the defined "Downtown Commercial Zone” to extend
the zone eastward to Eastside Street and southward along Quince Steet to encompass Quince Steet
Village; and

WHEREAS, the purpose for the expansion of the "Downtown Commercial Zone” is to reduce pedestrian
interference surrounding facilities serving houseless individuals on the eastern edge of Olympia’s
downtown but currently outside the designated “Downtown Commercial Zone.” These facilities include
Quince Street Village, Rosie’s Place, Pear Blossom Place, and the Salvation Army; and

WHEREAS, the City has received complaints from a number of property owners and residents
surrounding these facilities. Without a revision of the area encompassing the “*Downtown Commercial
Zone” there is little the City can do to address persons sitting and lying and otherwise obstructing
pedestrians on public sidewalks; and

WHEREAS, City staff has performed outreach to the directors of Family Support Center, Catholic
Community Services, and Community Youth Services regarding proposed revisions to OMC 9.16.180 and
the "Downtown Commercial Zone.” Expansion of the "Downtown Commercial Zone” will allow the
Olympia Police Department to be more responsive to community complaints of pedestrian interference;
and

WHEREAS, Figure 1 in OMC 9.16.180 Pedestrian Interference should be revised to reflect expanded
boundaries of the “"Downtown Commercial Zone” to include additional areas east to Eastside Street
between State Avenue and Plum Street;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:















