
Ordinance No. 7 456 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 
UTILITY RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES AND AMENDING CHAPTER 4.24 OF THE 

OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE TO UPDATED UTILITY RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES 
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2026 

WHEREAS, the City's utilities are managed with a goal of resource sustainability in order to maintain, 
rebuild, expand systems, and prepare for revenue variability; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council intends to meet the goals and policies for utility fiscal management set forth 
in the Comprehensive Plan and utility master plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council intends to promote rate equity through cost recovery by customer class, and 
to smooth out rate spikes over a period of up to six years, the time period for which the City's Capital 
Facilities Plan (CFP) is developed; and 

WHEREAS, the City's Storm and Surface Water Utility and the Wastewater Utility are managed to 
maintain minimum operating expense reserves of 10 percent, and the Drinking Water Utility is managed 
to maintain minimum operating expense reserves of 25 percent; and 

WHEREAS, in order to incorporate the foregoing principles into City Drinking Water Utility, City Storm 
and Surface Water Utility, City Wastewater Utility, and LOTT Clean Water Alliance (LOTT) wastewater 
treatment rates, the City Council received recommendations from the Utility Advisory Committee, held 
hearings, and reviewed the utility rates set forth in this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Act Agreement for Sewer Treatment, the LOTT Board 
of Directors is empowered to "impose, alter, regulate, and control rates, charges, and assessments;" and 
the LOTT Board of Directors held a public hearing and approved certain rate increases, which the City 
Council must annually adopt; and 

WHEREAS, affordable housing is needed in the City and various programs are included in the utility 

rates to support new affordable housing; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Amendment of OMC 4.24. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 4.24 is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 
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