
Olympia Municipal Code 18.04 

K. GROUP HOMES. Group homes are subject to the following requirements. 

1. License. Authorization for group homes shall be subject to the issuance of a license and/or 

certification by all appropriate local, state, and/or federal agencies. Use shall be discontinued 

and vacated when local, state, or federal certification is withdrawn or expires. Uses not subject 

to such licensing and/or certification requirements shall be operated by government agencies or 

by organizations with a demonstrated capability to operate such programs (such as by having a 

record of successful operation of a similar program, or by maintaining a staff or board of 

directors with appropriate experience). 

2. Separation. Group homes, housing six (6) or more unrelated adults, shall be separated from 

other group homes as shown on Table 4.02 and Table 4.03, except as otherwise precluded by 

state or federal law. When one group home is in an R-4, R 4-8 or R 6-12 district and another is 

not, the more restrictive separation standard shall apply. 

3. Lot Size. Group homes subject to conditional use approval with up to nine (9) residents, 

exclusive of on-site staff, shall have a minimum lot size of seven thousand two hundred (7,200) 

square feet. An additional five hundred (500) square feet of lot area is required for each 

resident above nine (9) residents. 

4. Site Plan. A detailed site plan shall be submitted with the application. The Hearing Examiner 

may increase the Development Standards specified in Table 4.04 as necessary to ensure 

compatibility of the group home with surrounding uses. 

5. Occupancy. Not more than twenty (20) residents shall be accommodated at one time, 

exclusive of required staff, in the R 4-8, R 6-12, MR 7-13, Neighborhood Center (NC), Urban 

Village (UV), Neighborhood Village (NV), and Community Oriented Shopping Center (COSC) 

districts. 

6. Maintenance. The group home shall be maintained in reasonable repair and the grounds shall 

be trimmed and trash free. 

(Note: Tables 4.02 and 4.03 on reverse side of page) 

 



TABLE 4.02 

GROUP HOME 

SEPARATION REQUIREMENTS - R-4, R 4-8, R 6-12 DISTRICTS 

 Offenders Youth Homeless 

Offenders 2 miles 1 mile 1/2 mile 

Youth 1 mile 1 mile 1/4 mile 

Homeless 1/2 mile 1/4 mile 1/4 mile 

TABLE 4.03 

GROUP HOME 

SEPARATION REQUIREMENTS - ALL DISTRICTS EXCEPT R-4, R 4-8, AND R 6-12 

 Offenders Youth Homeless 

Offenders 2 miles 1 mile None 

Youth 1 mile 1 mile None 

Homeless None None None 

7. Confidential Shelters. Applications for confidential shelters shall be processed administratively 

by the Department. Neither Public Notice Requirements nor a public hearing shall be required. 

 


