Transportation

A bicyclist waits in the bike box on Legion Way as an Intercity Transit bus rolls
past on Capitol Way.

What Olympia Values:
Olympians want an inclusive transportation system that supports the economy,
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#rpacts: We want +t-to use the system to connect to our homes, businesses and
gathering spaces and promote a healthy cityrerghborhoods.

Our Vision for the Future:
Complete streets that move people, not just cars.

Introduction

Olympia’s future transportation system will focus on moving people, not just
cars. It will feel inviting and safe to all people, whether they are walking with or
without a walking aid, using a wheelchair to roll, riding a bicycle, taking transit,
or driving. This willourabitity-te create vibrant urban areas, reduce our
environmental impact, and conserve our financial and energy resources-wit
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Our future streets will work for all modes of transportation. —tharks—te-our
inrvestmentin-sidewatks;biketanes,trees,—and-safecrossings—We will build
streets that are human scale_— designed —for people; — as well as cars. A more
connected grid of smaller streets will shorten trips for people walking, rolling,
biking, and driving, and_it will allow trucks, buses and emergency vehicles to
have direct and efficient routes.

As Olympia grows, we will use our transportation system more efficiently by

addlnq roundabouts sidewalks, crosswalks b|ke lanes, and by pr|0r|t|zmq transit.

&Hd—ﬁ-l‘@\ﬁde—pe&plﬁ‘— w&h—mefe—eherees— ThlsH won t ellmlnate congestlon but
more people will be able to safely get around using the best mode of

transportat|on for them wrth—the—hetp—et—mvehfed—eemmuﬁt-ty—members—euf




The lower roundabout that links the 4™ and 5™ Avenue Bridges to the westside.

This Transportation chapter describes the vision, goals,; and policies that guide
decision-making about Olympia’s future transportation system. The
Transportation Master Plan shows the projects we will build to realize the vision
outlined here, and it offers greater detail about:




e Funding
Future policy considerations

[ ]
e Future areas of study
e Concurrency and impact fee projects

Climate change

The Thurston Climate Mitigation Plan identifies the transportation sector as the
second-largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Thurston County. As the
power grid transitions to more sustainable sources, transportation is likely to
become the biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Thurston County and
the City of Olympia.

This was confirmed by Olympia’s 2021 Inventory of Community-Wide
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and 2021 Community Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Reduction Strategy Analysis, which establishes greenhouse gas reduction targets
that will help us reach the goal of net-zero emissions by 2040. For the




transportation sector to do its part, we will need to significantly reduce Olympia’s
“vehicle miles traveled.” This refers to the number of miles people travel in
Olympia in vehicles in a year.

The most effective way to reduce vehicle miles traveled is to make it easier to
walk or roll, ride a bike,; or take transit than it is to drive. It will take time to
reshape our city to support that, not only by adding pedestrian-, bicycle-,; and
transit-supportive infrastructure to the streets, but also by changing our land use
patterns so the distances people kavetemust go are shorter.

In the mid-term as that transition takes place, electric vehicles are one strategy
that will help reduce emissions. However, they will still take up the same amount
of space in the transportation system, which will lead to more traffic congestion
as our population increases. Their widespread adoption will also continue to
support the car-centric land use patterns that make it difficult to transition to a
more compact city. Olympia needs to make that transition if we are going to
have a sustainable city in which it is easier to not drive at all.

Nearly every goal and policy in this chapter is designed to create that future
sustainable city’s transportation system. From building vital street connections to
adding sidewalks, bike lanes, curb ramps, and crosswalks, the transportation
system we build in the next 20 years will be one that addresses climate change
head on.

For more information about the City’s overall climate change approach, please
see the Climate Change Chapter. The Land Use & Urban Design Chapter
describes how we will change our land use patterns to complement the future
transportation system.

Goals and Policies

GT1 The transportation system will support meeting the
target of nhet-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2040.

PT1.1 Reshape the transportation system- so that it's easier to walk or roll, bike,
or take transit than to drive.

GT2 Vehicle miles traveled will be 259 lower than 2021
levels by 2040.




PT2.1 Build streets that support walking, rolling in a wheelchair, biking, and
taking transit.

GT3 100% of vehicles within Olympia that are currently
gas-powered will be electric by 2040. 75% of currently
diesel-powered vehicles will be either electric or fueled by
green hydrogen by 2040.

PT3.1 Support the state of Washington'’s law that all new light-duty passenger
vehicles reqgistered will be electric by 2030.

PT3.2 Seek ways to encourage people to replace gas-powered vehicles
with electric vehicles.

PT3.3 Support Intercity Transit’s transition to green fuel buses.

PT3.4 Encourage the Port of Olympia to transition diesel-powered freight
vehicles serving the Port to green fuels.

PT3.5 Encourage the school district to transition diesel-powered school buses to
green fuels.

GT4 Land use patterns will shift to support people being able
to get many daily needs met by walking or rolling, biking, or
riding transit.

Equity

Being able to get around means having access to school, work, recreation,
shopping, and vital services. Building a transportation system in which everyone
can move around and meet their needs means considering the injustices built
into the transportation system in previous generations. Those injustices reflect
assumptions that often only considered the needs of social groups that were in

power.

For example, there have always been people who cannot drive: children, some
people with disabilities, those who cannot afford a vehicle, and some elders, to
name a few. Previous generations invested in building streets that had no
sidewalks, curb ramps, bike lanes, or marked crosswalks, and we have inherited
those streets. This means it is harder and less safe for people to get around if




they don'’t drive.

To make our streets more fair for everyone, we will rebuild them to include the
infrastructure that supports walking, rolling in a wheelchair, biking, and transit.

These changes will be complemented by land use that encourages a greater mix
of activities closer together. High frequency transit on direct routes will allow
people to get to places that are farther than they can walk, roll, or bike.

Policies to effect these changes are woven throughout this plan. In many places
we specifically mention people rolling in wheelchairs or using walking aids. In
others, we refer to pedestrians and bicyclists. When we do, we always include
pedestrians and bicyclists with disabilities in those definitions.

For more information about the City's approach to equity in this plan, please see
the Equity Chapter.

GT5 Everyone can seamlessly get around Olympia,
regardless of their age, income, ability, or mode of
transportation.

PT5.1: New infrastructure is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act
and reflects the priorities shown in the City’s ADA Transition Plan.

PT5.2: Pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is prioritized near parks, schools,
medical facilities, grocery stores, public buildings, dense employment centers,
dense residential areas, and it connects to transit.




A bicycle-only crossing on 7th Avenue at Jefferson Street, which also includes a marked
crosswalk for pedestrians with ADA compliant curb ramps.

Complete Streets

Streets with wide sidewalks, -ane-trees, and curb ramps invite us to walk or roll,

while bike lanes with buffers from vehicle lanes or routes on quiet streetste-the

store-or-a-friena's-houseBikedanes-make-_make biking te-werk-more appealing

and convenient. The way we design our streets will create new opportunities for
how we travel within our city; and how we interact with one another.

"Complete streets” are built for pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders, as well
as cars, trucks, and buses. They increase the number of people walking_and
rolling, biking, and using transit, and they are also safe for_drivers-meter
vehietes. Complete street policies complement other goals, such as boosting our
economy, reducing congestion, increasing land-use density, minimizing
environmental impacts, and giving people more opportunities to be physically
active.

Olympia’s complete streets ordinance, passed in 2016, is one example of the
City's commitment to build complete streets.




The area around the State Avenue and East Bay Drive intersection has narrow travel lanes, a

transit boarding island, bike lane between the boarding island and travel lane to reduce conflicts
between bicyclists and drivers, and bulb-outs to shorten the distance pedestrians need to cross.

GT6=+ All streets are safe and inviting for pedestrians and
bicyclists. Streets are designed to be human scale, but_they



can also ear-accommodate motor vehicles; and_—encourage
safe driving.

PT6%.1 Retrofit major streets to be human scale and include features to make
walking, rolling, biking, and transit use safe and inviting.

PT64.2 Build streets with individual lanes that are as narrow as safely possible
to discourage speeding; while making sure larger vehicles are-abtetocan enter
areas where they are needed.

PT4-6.3 Establish_vehicle speed limits to create a safe environment for

pedestrlans and blcycllsts espeuallv in school zones. —Wh1+e—m-a-lﬁ-t-a-lﬁ+ﬁg—FH6-E6-F

PT6%.4 Reduce the impact of traffic on pedestrians by creating buffers such as
on-street parking, trees, planter strips, wide sidewalks, and creating interest
along the street with amenities and building design.

PT6+.5 Create attractive streetscapes with sidewalks, trees, planter strips, and
pedestrian-scale streetlights. In denser areas, provide benches, building awnings,
and attractive and functional transit stops and shelters.

PT6%.6 Build intersections that are safe for pedestrians, bicyclists, and
drivers.meter-vehietes: Use minimum dimensions (narrow lanes and crossings)
for a human-scale environment; while maintaining vehicle access and safety.

PT6%+.7 Use medians for access control and to keep the number of motor vehicle
lanes to a minimum.

PT6+.8 Use medians for pedestrian crossing islands, and to enhance the beauty
of the street.

PT6%.9 Build streets in a grid pattern of small blocks to allow streets to be
narrow and low-volume, encourage walking_and rolling, and provide traveters
with-a choice of routes.

PT64.10 Minimize driveways along major streets to reduce conflicts between



vehietes-drivers and bicyclists and pedestrians. Encourage shared driveways or
provide access off side streets and alleys.

PT6+.11 Require consolidation of driveways and parking lot connectivity for
adjacent commercial areas to facilitate access from one site to another without
having to access the roadwaystreet.

PT6+.12 Recognize the value of street trees for buffering pedestrians from
motor vehicle traffic, to capture vehicle emissions, shade sidewalks, and protect
asphalt from heat. Proper selection, care and placement are critical to long-term
maintenance of trees along streets, street-pavement, and sidewalks.

PT6%+.13 Consider modified street design to enhance the function of a street for
a particular mode, such as bicycling, or to support the unique identity of a street,
such as ar historic district.

PT6%.14 Provide adequate and safe street, trail, and pathway lighting; in a way
that reduces light pollution.

PT6%+.15: Reqularly analyze collision data and prioritize safety projects for
pedestrians and bicyclists.




A bicyclist on State Avenue. 6F2

GT72 As new streets are built and existing streets are
reconstructed, add multimodal features as specified in the
City of Olympia Engineering Design and Development
Standards

PT72.1 Build arterial streets to serve as primary routes connecting urban centers
and the regional transportation network. Include enhanced bike lanes, sidewalks,

planter strips, pedestran-crossing-featuresenhanced crosswalks, and other
amentties-infrastructure that support pedestrian and bicyclist comfort and safety.

PT72.2 Build major collector streets to connect arterials to residential and
commercial areas. Include enhanced bike lanes, sidewalks, planter strips, and

enhanced crosswalkspedestrian-crossing-features.

PT72.3 Build neighborhood collectors to provide circulation within and between
residential and commercial areas. These streets should include sidewalks, a#e
planter strips, and_they may include pedestrian-crossing features. Some

neighborhood collectors ictade-biketanes,-or-sighs-ane-markings-to-designatea
bitke+route—(See-Appendicb—Bike Network-Map-and-Hst)form part of the low-




stress bike network shown in the Transportation Master Plan and should be built
to include the appropriate bike infrastructure.

PT72.4 Build local access streets to provide direct connections to properties
within neighborhoods.- All new local access streets should include sidewalks and
planter strips-are-may-trelude-wayfinding-stgns-to-directeyeliststo-thelarger
bieyetenetwork:, and some local access streets form part of the low-stress bike
network shown in the Transportation Master Plan.

PT72.5 Provide transit stops and service accommodations, in consultation with
Intercity Transit. Encourage sidewalk access to all designated stops and consider
pedestran-crossirgwalk improvements to facilitate access, including mid-block
crossing islands on high-volume streets.

PT72.6 Install or allow traffic-calming devices on local access, neighborhood
collector, and some major collector streets where speeds, volumes, and other
conditions indicate a need. Consider pedestrian, bicyclist, and transit bus safety
and access when installing traffic-calming devices.

PT72.7 Allow on-street parking on local access and neighborhood collector
streets.

PT72.8 Make it a priority to add bulb-outs for shorter pedestrian crossings and
to slow traffic on existing arterials and major collectors with on-street parking.
Consider building bulb-outs on neighborhood collector streets with on-street
parking where overall narrowing of the street is not possible.

PT72.9 Allow the City to modify street standards in environmentally sensitive
areas based on planning werk—andwork and to specify these changes in the
code.

PT72.10 Use innovative designs to reduce or eliminate stormwater run-off.
PT72.11 Use Olympia’s regularly updated Engineering Design and Development

Standards to ensure that transportation-related facilities constructed in Olympia
and its Growth Area are safe, well-constructed, durable, and can be maintained.




GT8= Streets allow the efficient delivery of goods and
services.

PT83.1 Design streets so that goods and services can be delivered safely and
efficiently. —This means buses, commercial trucks, emergereyemergency and
other public service vehicles have an appropriate level of access.

PT83.2 Designate and enforce appropriate linear curb space so that commercial
vehicles can load and unload in urban areas.

PT83.3 Consider large-vehicle movement in the design of arterial and major
collector streets, particularly at intersections, and on streets in industrial- and
mixed-use zened-areas_—and--mixed-useareaswhile prioritizing pedestrian and
bicyclist safety.-

PT83.4 Require alleys where feasible and practical and retain alleys as public
rights-of-way.

PT83.5 Require alleys where feasible and practical behind lots fronting on
arterials and collectors, so that houses or businesses can face the street,
sidewalks are continuous, and vehicles can access properties from behind.
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PT83.6+ Maintain alleyways for delivery and service vehicles by ensuring they
are not blocked by trash receptacles, cars, or other obstructions.

Connectivity

A city with a well-connected network of smaller streets helps create a better city
for walking_and ;rolling, biking, riding the bus, and driving.—_This “connectivity*
creates a human-scale environment_by making routes shorter and more direct,
which ism—whiteh+s— —one of the most effective ways we can re-shape Olympia to
be easier to walk, roll, and bike in. This is reinforced by the way we build streets
now: all new streets have sidewalks with planter strips on both sides, and we
require major streets to have enhanced bike lanes. -

A well-connected street grid is also crucial for transit service, as it offers more




route options and turnaround points for buses. It “‘Whetherpeopte-are-watking;
biking-er-driving—thelrroutes-are-sherter—ransitriderscan-getto-thetstops

more-easty—~A-weh-connected-street-gric-provides direct and efficient access for
al-types-ef-service vehicles, such as-rectuding transttbuseswaste resources

trucks, delivery trucks, and emergency vehicles._During emergencies and major
construction, the grid provides options: if one route is blocked, other direct
routes are available. And because well-connected streets create more direct
routes, fewer miles are driven, which reduces emissions.

The City's commitment to building a well-connected street grid dates back to
1994, when we did a study that determined that instead of widening our streets,
we should build a connected grid of smaller streets. This study led to the
fermed-most-ef-themajor-street connections shown on the maps in Appendix
A; and specific development requirements found in the Engineering Design and

Development Standards qihat—s{udv—A—IQQA—p{aHnmg—swdy—eeﬂdﬂeted—by—the—eﬁy




Downtown has a well-connected street grid.Because-wel-connected-streets—create-more




Goals and Policies

GT94 The street network is a well-connected system of
small blocks, allowing short, direct trips for pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit users, meterstsdrivers, and service
vehicles.

PT94.1 Connect streets in a grid-like pattern of smaller blocks. Block sizes
lengths should range from 250 feet to 350 feet in residential areas and up to a
maximum of 500 feet along arterials.

PT94.2 Build new street connections to reduce travel time and distances for all
users of the street system.

PT94.3 Build new street ant-pathway-connections so that people walking,
rolling, biking, or accessing bus stops have direct route options, making these
modes more inviting.

PT94.4 Build new street connections so that motor_-vehicle trips are shorter; to
save fuel, cut travel time, and reduce pollution.

PT94.5 Build new street connections so the grid provides other routes if an
emergency or major construction blocks travel.

PT94.6 Build new street connections so that emergency vehicles, transit, and
other service vehicles have direct and efficient access.



PT94.7 Build a human-scale street grid of small blocks by defining required
dimensions in the Engineering Design and Development Standards—. To keep
blocks small, Buse street -spacing criteria to define the frequency_and block sizes

of different types of streets-in-the-grid;. -and-define-blocksizes-on-each-typeof
street-tokeep-blocks—smalt:

PT94.8 Build new arterials, major collectors and neighborhood collectors based
on the general location defined on the Transportation Maps in Appendix BA.
Require the use of the Engineering Design and Development Standards—.

PT5-39x.9Xx Seektoaveid-street-Examine alternative street alignments and/or
street designs when connectingeernecttions streets through wetlands or other
critical areas-by-examintngatternative-streetaligaments. Fully mitigate impacts
when a street connection in an environmentally sensitive area is determined to
be the preferred option.

PT9.104-9 Seek public and private funding to construct street connections in
the network.

PT9.114-36 Require new developments to connect to the existing street
network and provide for future street connections to ensure the gridded street
system is built concurrent with development.

PT9.124-33 Retrofit existing development into a pattern of short blocks.

PT9.134-33 Build an adequate network of arterials and collectors to discourage
heavy traffic volumes on local access streets. (See maps and lists in Appendix
BA.)

PT94.14 Build a dense grid of local access and collector streets to provide
motorists-with-multiple ways to enter and exit neighborhoods instead of using
arterial streets for trips within the neighborhood.

PT94.15 Allow cul-de-sacs only when topographic and environmental constraints
permit no other option. Cul-de-sacs that are built shette-will have a maximum
length of 300 feet and be built with pedestrian and bike connections to adjacent



streets; or to destinations such as schools, parks, and trails wherever possible.

PT94.16 Planned but still unbuilt street connections, or "stub outs," will be
identified by Yse-signs at the location and in formal documentation, including

plans and maps of newlv platted areas. JEG—fdeH{-I-‘Py'—ﬁHHHed—bH{—SJEH-l—wﬂfbH-H{—S{-Fee{

PT94.178 Plan and identify -street connections_throughout the city -
undeveloped-areas-to ensure they are eventually connected.

PT9.184-49 Plan for adequate rights-of-way for future streets.

PT9.194-26 Use traffic-calming devices to slow vehicles; where necessary,
especially when new streets are connected to existing neighborhoods.

PT9.20432 If the City decides that a street connection will not be built, Bbuild
bike and pedestrian pathways for safe and direct non-motorized access—Where

street-connectionsarenotpossiblebuddpathways. Minimum spacing should be
based on block sizes defined in the Engineering Design and Development

Standards.

PT9.21X¢ If stub-outs exist for a future street connection, bicycle and
pedestrian access should be provided in the public right-of-way as an interim
measure.
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The Fairview Pathway connects Fairview Street to the Karen Fraser Woodland Trail.

»EHeets-on-the-overal-city-transportation-system




GT106& Pathways enhance the transportation network by
providing direct and formal off-street routes for bicyclists
and pedestrians.

PT106.1 Establish and improve pathways in existing built areas.

PT106.2 Require new developments to provide direct bicycle and pedestrian
pathways that connect to adjacent; developed properties. These will be at the
same interval spacing as street spacing requirements or at closer intervals.

PT10.3X> Use pathways to connect new development to adjacent schools,
parks, trails, and shopping areas.

PT10.46-3 Install signs at pathways to indicate they are open to the public and



an official part of the transportation network.

PT10.56-4 Coordinate with the sState of Washington to increase bicycle and
pedestrian access through the Capitol Campus.

GT11+ A network of regional and local trails enhances
mobility for bicycles and pedestrians.

PT11+.1 Work with regional jurisdictions to develop the on- and off-street trails
network, as identified in the Thurston Regional Trails Plan.—

PT11++.2 Increase access to trails by requiring or acquiring pathways,
easements, or dedicated rights-of-way from new developments adjacent to
current and future trails.

PT11+.3 Install signs that identify the trails network, public destinations, nearby
streets, and transit routes_consistent with regional policy.

System capacttyCompleteness and Concurrency

One of the ways we gauge the quality of a community is how easily we get
around. FhanksDue to the investments made by previous generations, it is
relatively easy to get around by car in Olympia. We will maintain that system and
seek ways to keep traffic flowing while also building a complete system for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users.

As our population increases, so too will demand for space on our streets. In
addition to building roundabouts, which increase the efficiency of intersections,
we will also make it more feasible for people to get around without driving. This
includes building new street connections, sidewalks, enhanced crosswalks,
enhanced bike lanes, bike corridors, and collaborating with Intercity Transit to
support robust transit service.

All of these investments will increase the capacity of our transportation system.
To keep the capacity in balance with new development, we will ensure that new
transportation infrastructure is built “concurrently,” or at the same time, with

new growth.

Olympia’s concurrency program is “plan-based,” meaning that we have defined
the projects needed to keep the system’s capacity at pace with new development




in the Transportation Master Plan. We also track our transportation system'’s
capacity for “person trips,” or all trips that people make, whether walking, rolling
in a wheelchair, riding a bike, taking transit, or driving.

When new development occurs, we measure the number of person trips the
development is expected to generate. We add capacity for that new development
by building the projects defined in the Transportation Master Plan as concurrency
projects. Those projects include sidewalks, bike corridors, street reconstruction,
enhanced crosswalks, and roundabouts. Specific concurrency projects are shown
in the City’s Capital Facilities Plan.




The roundabouts on Boulevard Road have kept traffic moving as the area has grown, allowing

Boulevard to remain a two-lane street. Fhe-concept-ofconcurrency-means-thatas-oeur

community-grows,we-add—capacity—to-the-street:




Goals and Policies

GT128 In response to new growth, build new
transportation infrastructure to address new person trips

on the system. tmpacts-efrew-develepmenten-the
: " ¥ blichi
Retwork—cempleteressstandardsthatensure-thatadeguate
o inf : e ]
ot

PT812.1 Implement a system completeness framework for transportation
concurrency in which the supply of new transportation infrastructure that
supports growth shall exceed the travel demand of new growth.

e Supply is defined by the_concurrency project list identified in the
Transportation Master Plan and reflected each year in the -transpertation
eoncurrency-prejectlistidentified-n-the-Capital Facilities Plan

e Demand is measured by PM peak hour person trip generation

e Supply and demand are equated using “mobility units” as defined in OMC
15.20.020

e Mobility units of supply are considered available to support new
development when the transportation improvement is fully funded, as
identified in the Capital Facilities Plan

PT12.28-3 No street will exceed the width of five general purpose auto lanes
(such as two in each direction and a center turn lane) mid-block-#wher-ateing

capacity-to-the-streetsystem. Turntanesmay-be-added-as-appropriate—with
careful-consideration-of-pedestran-and-bicyechst-satety-

PT12.38-+4 Censider-Prioritize roundabouts irstead-efover signals at
intersections to maintain traffic flow.-

PT12.48-5 Exempt transportation facilities and services of statewide significance
from concurrency requirements per RCW 36.70A.070 =(6). Proposed
improvements to state-owned facilities will be consistent with the Thurston
Regional Transportation Plan-=, -axe-the State Highway System Plan, and the

State Active Transportation Plan-within-Washington's—TFranspertation-Plan.




GT139 The impacts of new land-use development on the
transportation system are mitigated appropriately.

PT139.1 Require mltlgatlon for the transportatlon |mpacts of new developmentsl
which will be

s{&ﬂdafds—e*eep{—whefe—pe%res—&%wconswtent W|th the Transportatlon Master

Plan and Street Safety Plan.

PT139.2 Require new development to esnstruet-build improvements or
contribute funds tewards-measures-that-wil-to improve the function and safety
of the streets, such as installing bike and pedestrian imprevementsinfrastructure,
turA-pecketsroundabouts, ef-special lanes for buses, -er+eundabouts,—or
modifying traffic signals.




Bulb-out and streetscape built with new development in north downtown.

PT13.39-3 Ensure a fair distribution of new transportation-related costs to new
developments through imposition of impact fees.

PT139.4 Use the State Environmental Policy Act =to determine mitigation
requirements for the impacts of new development on the transportation system.

PT139.5 As the street system is improved with new development, cEonstruct
complete streets and maintain an urban form that is human scale;~#hen

widentrgHshecessary-.

GT146 On designated strategy corridors_(see map in
Appendix G), facilitate increased land use density. Prioritize
Improvements to transit service and the safety and comfort
of walking, rolling, and biking.—ard-ehmirate

Harssoraensyster—trefficlereies

PT1486.1 Along strateqy corridors, add bike lanes, -are-sidewalks, and curb
ramps. Also improve transit services; along strategy corridors and use demand
management measures, such as parking management. This is to ensure that




transit, walking_and rolling, and biking are attractive and easy to use-gutigpeak
travel-periods-on-all-streets;especially-strategy-corrdors. -

PT146.2 Expand the €city’s network of street connections, pathways, and trails
to help relieve congestion.

Land Use

The land use and transportation goals and policies of this plan are
interconnected. When attractive housing is close to jobs, services and stores,
trips are short and easy to make without a car. Transit stops can be close by and
convenient for longer trips outside the neighborhood. In compact, mixed-use
areas, it is easier for people to walk_or;_roll, bike, and ride the bus than it is to
drive, reducing our dependency on our cars.

The dense, mixed areas we are trying to achieve are made more attractive,
comfortable, and functional when streets have wide sidewalks, safe pedestrian
crosswalksiags, curb ramps, enhanced bike lanes, and the bus is convenient. We
can optimize our investments in the transit system by locating a mixture of dense
land uses along our major bus routes. Without the coordination of land use and
transportation, we will_see worsening congestion and; an increase in greenhouse
gas em|SS|ons—aﬁd—de&ﬁ&daHeﬂ—e#Bedes%HaH—a%&eeﬂdraeeHHeﬂfeh+e+&+aﬁes




An attractive sidewalk along a bus route downtown that has bike racks and street furniture.

Goals and Policies

GT152 The transportation system provides attractive
walking, rolling, biking, and transit options, so that land
use densities can increase without creating more traffic
congestion.

PT152.1 Build a system that encourages walking, rolling, biking, and transit to
reduce car trips and help achieve our land-use density goals.

GT16= A mix of strategies is used to concentrate growth in
the city, which both supports and is supported by walking,
rolling. biking, and transit.

PT163.1 Censigertlncreaseig allowed densities in the downtown core and
along parts of the urban corridors, where walking, rolling, biking, and transit are




more viable for the majority of trips people need to make. white-matrtatring

lewer-densttiesn-theperphery-of-the-City-

PT163.23 Censiderincentivestoaddressthespeeific challenges-dewntewn
redevelopmentfaces:Continue to support incentives to redevelop in downtown,

along urban corridors, and in focus areas such as the Capital Mall Triangle, the
Lilly/Pacific area, and the Lilly/Martin area.

PT16.33-4 Promote infill in close-in neighborhoods and increased land-use
density in activity centers and downtown to reduce sprawl, car trips, and to
make the best use of the existing transportation network.

PT16.43-5 Allow housing in commercial and employment areas to reduce
:““I"‘:‘ I‘: . I- e '-= e :' ';" ‘-IY- =='-= hOWfar

people have to travel to meet their needs.

PT16.52-6 Allow neighborhood centers in residential areas to reduce eemmute
and-errand-distances-and-encourage-akternativesto-drivinghow far people have

to travel to meet their needs. -

GT175 The urban corridors of Martin Way, Pacific Avenue,



east 4th and State Avenues, Capitol Way/Boulevard and
portions of Harrison Avenue, Black Lake Boulevard and
Cooper Point Road are areas where a large portion of trips
are made by walking,_rolling. biking, and transit. (See
Appendix HG Corridor Map for urban corridors. See Land
Use and Urban Design chapter for specific land use
designations.)

PT175.1 Retrofit Sity-streets in urban corridors to City Street Standards to
attract new development and increase densities.

PT1754.32X Enhance the gridded street network of small blocks adjacent to
busurban corridors—tetmproveaceessto-transit.

PT175.3% Encourage increased density and land-use patterns along urban
corridors through zoning, incentives, and other reqgulatory tools.

PT17.45>4-—2 Encourage schools, public services, major employers, and senior
and multi-family housing to locate along urbanptierty-bus corridors—asthey-tend

tobenefitfrom-the-availabitty-of pubhctransit.-

PT17.55-3 Encourage public agencies to build in the urban corridors to support
the City’s transportation-efficient land use goals, so community members and
employees can easily walk,_roll, bike, or take public transit to these buildings.
Work with the state of Washington to include urban corridors in the state’s
preferred leasing area.

PT17.65-4 Partner with the cities of Lacey and Tumwater to pursue the
coordinated transportation and land use objectives identified for the urban
corridors.



A person walks on the tree-lined sidewalks of Briggs Drive.

GT186 Streets are public space, where people want to be.

PT186.1 Design streets to preserve or enhance the unique qualities and “sense
of place” of a neighborhood or district.

PT186.2 Design streets as gathering spaces and destirations;—anddestinations
and highlight their cultural and natural features.

PT186.3 Look for opportunities to create multi-use, public spaces along streets
and encourage public and private efforts to make these places unique and
memorable.



An Intercity Transit bus leaving the Olympia Transit Center.

Transit

We can use bus service for many of the routine trips we make, which reduces

ana-sightficanthyreduee-congestion_and emissions. As traffic increases, transit
will be an efficient way to move more people on the same streets.

Intercity Transit is the primary public transit operator for Thurston County, and
its strong partnership with the City will be critical to meeting community
transportation needs.



H-therear-term;-Olympia envisions_high-frequency service of at least 15-minute
headways along urban corridors (see GT 17), where thedane-use-wit-altow
people to-be-able-a-distinct-system-of-bus-—corrdors=—major-streets-with-high-
eeatity—fregquent-service-that-witl-altow-people-tecan use transit more

spontaneously. Bus service will also be vital for maintaining mobility along
strateqy corridors, shown on the map in Appendix G. If congestion on these
corridors impacts bus scheduling, we will prioritize transit’s mobility.

BuiteirgSupporting high-frequency service bus-€orridors-is a majorhew

commitment in which the City and Intercity Transit will jointly invest. Intercity
Transit will provide fast, frequent and reliable bus service along these corridors,
and the City will provide operational improvements;-stch-astengergreen-time-at
traffie-signals to prevent bus delays in congestion. Attractive streetscapes,
pedestran-enhanced crosswalks.igs and sidewalks will enranee-improve
people’s access to transit. The City will also encourage a mix of land uses and
increased densities along these corridors to increase ridership.

Bus-These corridors will also be-planned-as-serve as regional connectors between
Olympia, Lacey, and Tumwater. -—To sustain the level of service for transit in
these corridors, increased residential and commercial density of development is
needed. They will ideally connect with similar corridors in Lacey and Tumwater.

Over the long term, Intercity Transit and the communities it serves will together
carry out the most current long-range transit plan and the Thurston Regional




Transportation Plan—=.

Abpatenpels oot ol feemne el e

A bus on Franklin Street.

Goals and Policies

GT19+ Bus-Urban corridors have high-quality transit
service, allowing people to ride the bus spontaneously; and
easily replace car trips with trips by bus.



PT19+.1 Develop a system ef-bus—cerridors-with fast, frequent, and predictable
service_on urban corridors. Transit service should operate at least every 15

minutes on weekdays where surrounding land uses call for it.

PT19+.24 Coordinate with Intercity Transit to give traffic signal priority to
buses, build bypass or exclusive transit lanes, and take other measures designed
to speed bus service.

PT19.3+5 Ensure street, site, and building designs are well-planned for
pedestrian use along bus-urban corridors.

PT19.4++ Eliminate minimum parking requirements along bts-urban corridors.

| S p”e"t? Eegs'de”al".fsla':d rid bleel < pedes.t'l'a' '_e'ess”'gs that
GT2048 Intercity Transit’s short- and long-range plans are
supported.

PT2048.1 Support Intercity Transit's existing and planned services and facilities
by ensuring that street standards, system operational efficiencies, land uses, and
site design support transit along current and future routes.

PT2048.2 Coordinate with Intercity Transit on bus stop locations so they are
safe, accessible, and inviting for pedestrians and bicyclists.

PT20-38.3 Build in-lane bus stops instead of bus pullouts to help keep transit on
time.




PT2048.3 Consult with Intercity Transit when new developments are being
reviewed so that current and future bus routes can be accessed by transit
vehicles.

PT2048.4 Make transit more inviting by designing transit access at major
destinations such as worksites, schools, medical facilities, and shopping
complexes in a manner that allows efficient access for buses. ;—whitepAlso
putiaeing bus stops in locations that are more convenient than parking areas.

PT2048.5 Coordinate with Intercity Transit in requiring developers to provide
facilities that help transit riders easily walk, roll, or bike to and from stops, such
as shelters, awnings, bike parking, walkways, benches, and lighting.

PT2048.6 Encourage Intercity Transit to provide service to passenger rail
stations or other intermodal facilities.

PT2048.7 Explore opportunities for circulator transit routes to enhance
connectivity between urban corridors, their adjacent neighborhoods, and the city
center.

GT2149 The region is prepared to advance high-capacity
transportation.

PT2145.1 Work with Intercity Transit and the Thurston Regional Planning
Council = to plan for long-range, high-capacity transportation in Thurston
County.

PT2145.2 Preserve significant rail corridors threatened with abandonment as
identified in the Regional Transportation Plan.

PT2149.3 Integrate land use and high-capacity transportation planning so that
dense urban centers are developed around multi-modal transit stations, and
coordinate this regionally.

PT2149.4 Encourage the Washington State Department of Transportation and
the Thurston Regional Planning Council-—= to identify and address deficiencies in
regional commuter services.




PT2149.5 Achieve the land-use densities and mixed uses necessary to build
ridership needed for high-capacity transportation.

GT226 The rail system can move materials over long
distances efficiently and inexpensively.

PT226.1 Work with regional partners and the Washington State Department of
Transportation to support and expand freight rail in the region.

Walking_and Rolling

This plan aims to make streets safe and inviting for walking_or rolling in a
wheelchair for more people. The City can accomplish this over time by designing
streets that are “human scale,” or places where people can enjoy walking_or
rolling, sitting, -ane-or interacting with others. —Building and retrofitting streets
by planting trees, creating landscaped strips, and installing decorative lighting
can encourage people to walk or roll and create an active street life.

When streets are designed for people, rather than dominated by cars, neighbors
interact, businesses thrive, and people feel more engaged in their community. All
of this can stimulate activity, attract development, and improve_people’'s-tie
guality of life; even as the population increases.




The rebuilt sidewalk on Franklin Street included some public art elements to make walking more
inviting.

Well-designed sidewalks are integral to a community’s transportation network
because they separate pedestrians from motor vehicles, and_they provide a flat
and predictable surface for walking_or rolling. For those with-using walking aids,
sidewalks and curb ramps significantly enhance aceesstheir ability to get around.




The flashing beacons, island, and crosswalk marking make crossing East Bay Drive at Olympia
Avenue safer and more inviting.

Another important safety factor for watkers-pedestrians is to ensure that streets
are easy to cross. Enhanced crosswalksPedestrian-erossigmprovements
shorten the crossing distance, trereasemake pedestrians more visible-vistbitity-of
watkers-_to drivers, and offer other safety features to make crossing the street

more comfortable. meteristsincrease-—crosswalktaw-complianeeand-enhanece
the-safety-and-comfort-ofpedestrans:




The sidewalks and enhanced crosswalks we plan to build are outlined in the
Transportation Master Plan.

Goals and Policies

GT234+ Walking_and rolling is safe and inviting, and more
people walk or roll for transportation.

PT23%.1

beneﬁ%s—ef—wamng—Support educatlon encouragement, and enforcement
programs to promote and improve the safety of walking.

PT23%.2 Ensure City Street StandardsCity-street-standards reflect the
importance of walking_and rolling for transportation and recreation.

PT234.3 Build new streets and retrofit existing streets to be more inviting for
walking_and rolling with sidewalks, enhanced crosswalksirg-mprovements and
streetscape erhancementsimprovements.

PT23.44-x Keep streets and lanes as narrow as possible, including at
intersections.

PT23%.5 Consider the needs of people walking and rolling in all aspects of street
operations and maintenance.

PT23%.6 Use construction practices that provide safe access for pedestrians.
When roadway closures are necessary for construction, provide a reasonably
direct route through or around the construction area for people walking_or

rolling.

PT23%.7 Require direct, safe, and convenient pedestrian access to commercial
and public buildings from sidewalks, parking lots, bus stops, and adjacent
buildings.



PT23%.8 Explore the expanded use of alleys for pedestrian travel.

GT242 Sidewalks and curb ramps make streets safe and
inviting for walking_and rolling.

PT242.1 Build all new streets with inviting sidewalks on both sides of the street
and curb ramps at intersections.

PT242.2 Focus City sidewalk construction on major streets, where heavy traffic
volumes and speeds make it difficult for watkers-pedestrians to share space with

me’felLvehches PHeHﬂ%e—adeW&Heeeﬂstmeﬂen—pfejeets—based—eﬁ—sﬁeet

GT253 Redestran-crossigHnprovementsEnhanced

crosswalks remove barriers for watkers-pedestrians on
major streets, especially largewreae streets with high vehicle
volumes. Enhanced crosswalks have features such as
iIslands, flashing beacons, or bulb-outs that either raise
driver awareness or shorten the distance people need to
Cross.

PT253.1 Build new major streets to include enhanced crosswalks every 300 feet
between signals and roundabouts.

PT 253.2 and+Retrofit existing streetsstreets- with the enhanced crosswalks
identified in the Transportation Master Plan.

PT 253.3 Add bulb-outs on new streets with on-street parking to increase

pedestrian safety. eressing-stands-and—bulb-euts™te-inrcrease-pedestrian-safety:
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PT253.4 Design intersections to make pedestrian crossing safety a priority:
minimize the crossing width, make pedestrians more visible-with-btito-euts,
improve lighting, make signal changes-ane-ghting, and minimize “curb radii”
(sharper corners instead of sweeping curves)._Prioritize pedestrian safety over
adding turn lanes.

PT253.56 Consider the needs of the elderly and disabled in all crosswalk design
and signal timing.

Streetscape enhancements include awnings, trees, and wide sidewalks.

GT264 Streetscapes buffer watkers-pedestrians from
motor vehicle traffic, enhance the experience of walking
and rolling, and increase the attractiveness of an area.

PT264.1 Separate sidewalks from motor -vehicle traffic with buffers of trees and
landscaping._Consider integrating green stormwater infrastructure in buffers as
appropriate.

PT264.2 Allow on---street parking as a buffer, where appropriate, between



watkers-pedestrians and motor_-vehicle traffic.

PT264.3 Provide sidewalks wide enough to include the “streetscape” elements
and space needed to support active street life. In busy pedestrian areas, install
benches, artwork, and other features to make streets interesting and inviting,
while maintaining safe walking surfaces and adequate space for those in
wheelchairs.

PT264.4 Require continuous awnings over the sidewalk along building frontages
in densely-developed areas to protect pedestrians from weather; encourage
them everywhere else.

PT264.5 Use pedestrian-scale lighting to make sidewalks feel safe and inviting
at night.

PT264.6 YseConsider City investments to retrofit streets and add wide sidewalks
and streetscape improvements as a method of drawing development to targeted
areas.

PT26.74-5 Integrate inviting bus stops and shelters into streetscape design.

Bicycling

Bicycling is an efficient, trexpensiveinexpensive, and emissions-free way of
getting around our community. Ebikes allow more people to bicycle even in our
hilly terrain. elearn,—economical—efficientancHdeal-for-trips-withinour
eemmunity—With the right infrastructure that minimizes interactions between
bicyclists and drivers, more people will choose to ride their bikes instead of drive.




o N e

A family bikes on the 11th Avenue Pathway.




The Transportation Master Plan outlines a low-stress bike network that is spaced
about every half mile. When the network is built out, no one will ever be more
than a quarter mile from one of the routes. The network is made up of enhanced
bike lanes that offer greater separation from vehicles than traditional bike lanes,
bike corridors on quiet, neighborhood streets, and trails.

network willis also be supported by maintenance and operations practices that
remove barriers to bicycling.




A bicyclist rides down the 4th Avenue Bridge.

Goals and Policies

GT275 Bicycling is safe and inviting, and mary-peepledse
HetbHestoboth-raveland-stayacthremore people bike

for transportation.

Build a network of low-stress bike routes on half-mile spacing, So no one is ever

more than a guarter mile from one. Low stress bike facilities will include
enhanced bike lanes on major streets, standard bike lanes and/or bike corridors
on smaller streets, trails, pathways, and special treatments to help a wider range
of people feel comfortable riding bicycles.

PT27.25-2 Ensure new streets are built with appropriate bicycle facilities for




their Buitd-biketanes-ernew-major-streets—arterials;major-coltectors-and
selectedneighborhood-collectors—Bikefacitittesplanned-for-speetfic-classification,
whichs-ef-streets are defined in the Engineering Design and Development
Standards—.

PT27.35-6 Consider the needs of bicyclists in all aspects of street operations
and maintenance, including signal system operations.

PT27.45—+ Use construction and maintenance practices that provide safe access
for bicycle travel. When roadway closures are necessary, provide for a
reasonably direct bicycle route through or around the construction area.

PT27.55-8 Require new commercial developments, public facilities, schools, and

multi-family housing to provide appropriate bike parkingene-ef-trip-facititiesfor
bieyethists, including covered bike racks and lockers.

PT27.65-9 SupportYse education, ercedragementencouragement, and
enforcement programs to promote and improve the safety of are-promote
bicycling.

PT27.7542 Educate drivers-the public about_street safety and behaviors that

ensure-ant-erferce-regutations-thatprotect the safety of bicyclists and

pedestrians.
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the-streetsystem-

Transportation and Demand Management

When people drive less, there are fewer greenhouse gas emissions, less demand
for space on the streets, and less traffic congestion. In recent years, people
appear to be driving less than they used to. Several factors influence this,
including online shopping and increased remote work in the wake of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Strategies to reduce driving are called “demand management,” and they have
long been a goal of the state’s Commute Trip Reduction Law. They range from
managing the costs of parking to make them more visible to drivers, or
incentivizing people to car- or van-pool, ride the bus, bicycle, walk or roll to their
destinations.

In the past, many demand management policies focused on commute trips
because they were predictable and made by large numbers of people. Fewer
commute trips are made in our community now, so we will focus on making it
easier for people to not drive for all types of trips.

In addition to supporting fare-free transit and building better infrastructure to

We-reed-school programs —as-wel-as-bieycle—and-pedestran-friendhy-streets—
to encouraghelpe-_students te-walk, roll, bike, carpool, or take the bus to school.

Large numbers of students and parents driving to and from school can create



congestion and safety issues for students.

By reducing driving trips everalloverall, we can increase density, both for housing
and employment, without increasing traffic.




Teenagers getting on an Intercity Transit bus.

Goals and Policies

GT286 Walking_and rolling, biking, riding the bus, anrd
carpooling,and vanpooling -are convenient for #ips-all
trips. including to work or school. Fewer drive-alone trips

will reduce pollutions—erergy-eonsurmptien; and_-the-growth
t-traffic congestion.

PT286.1 Help affected employers in the region meet the goals of the State’s
Commute Trip Reduction Law—.

PT286.2 Support the Sstate’s Commute Trip Reduction Law-— with City policies
and programs that encourage ridesharing, transit, walking, rolling, and biking.




PT286.3 Work with the sState to locate new worksites in the City’s dense urban
area,— in locations where frequent transit is possible, and where employees can
easily walk, rettroll, and bike.

PT28.46— Work with community partners te-that provide programs,
servieesservices, and incentives that wit-promote transit, ridesharing, walking.

rolling,; and biking.

PT28.56-8 Encourage-employers-and-schoolsto-staggerstarttimes-toreduce
peak-hour-tratfie-vetumes—Encourage employers to allow flexible work schedules
for on-site workers, so empleyees-they can more easily take-advantage-oef-ride
transit ane-or use rideshareirg-eppertunities.

PT28.66-9 Encourage employers to atew-support telework esmmutirg-and
compressed work weeks-te-elimirate-commute-trips.

PT28.76-306 Give City employees high-quality commuter services and incentives,
while limiting parking availability, as a way to discourage drive-alone commuting.
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A family riding bikes home from school.

PT28.86-42 Encourage students to walk, roll, bike, ane-or rideshare to reduce
congestion near schools, to introduce them to transportation options, to
encourage more exercise, and, at high schools, reduce the need for parking.

PT28.96-43 Coordinate City and school district policies to site new schools in
locations where students can easily walk or bike to school, and where school
employees and students can commute on public transit. Consider multi-story
buildings on smaller lots to accommodate capacity needs closer to the urban core
and to reduce disruption to the street grid.

PT28.106-44 Provide sidewalks, bike lanes, trails, pathways, and crossing



facilities near schools to encourage students to walk and bike.

GT29+ Parking is provided in a way that makes its costs

more clear to the driver, so people can make better-
informed choices about whether to drive. redueesthe

Aumberofemployees-whe-commute-alonebycar

PT29+.1 Manage the cost and supply of parking to prioritize on-street parking

for customers over commuters. Dﬁeeuﬁge—dfwe—aleﬂe—eemmt&es—by—maﬁagmg

PT29+.2 Where paid parking exists, develop policies to ensure that people pay
for parking the day or hour each-time-they use it.; -and-aAvoid the sale of
weekly, menthtymonthly, or yearly parking privitegespermits, so that people
make the decision to drive on a daily basis. This may make them more inclined
to walk, roll, bike, or take transit.

P%Es%abh&h—p%ﬁrg—s{%dard&ma%meﬁheﬂ%ed%eﬁmﬂﬂes%paﬁeﬂ&

PT29+.3 Work with adjacent-cttiesand-the sState of Washington on consistent
parking strategies to help meet the_commute trip and vehicle miles reduction

een%cru{e—tﬁp—redueﬂeﬁ goals of the reglon IFhls—mH—aJse—eﬁsufe—tha{—p&kag

Olympia’s transportation Ffunding fertranspertation-comes from |ocal, state, and
federal;—state-angHoecat sources._Many projects need funds from different




sources, which requires being nimble to match funding opportunities to projects.

Each vear, the City updates its Capital Facilities Plan to show our best estimate
for how new projects will be funded.

Funding f e }
: I e b " e e o —

The-City's-operating-budget-alocatesfunds for maintenance of streets, signals

and other aspects of the transportation system_can be found in each year’s
operating budget, WhICh IS Drlmarllv funded through the —Fhe-City’s General







GT3029 The transportation system is maintained at the
lowest life-cycle cost to maximize the City’s investment in
its infrastructure.

PT3029.1 Schedule regular maintenance of the City’s transportation system for
efficiency, are-greater predictability,; and to reduce long-term costs.

PT30.229->x As we improve our streets with new features such as sidewalks
and enhanced bike lanes, -Bdevelop a long-term strateqy to better-fund the
matAtatimaintenance of these facilities. -stdewatks:

i . . . - - i .

Regional Planning_and Corridors

Many long-term transportation issues require regional coordination to be
resolved. Regional issues that will require Olympia’s attention include trails,

transit, eapaeity-street connections, regional corridorsare-safety-ofregionat

eorridors, highway access, rail,passengerana-fretghtrail,—commuterservces-and
park-and-ridetots; and the use of the marine terminal. In some cases, Ffunding




strategies will also require regional coordination.

The Thurston Regional Transportation Plan-= is the blueprint for the region’s
transportation system, and it identifies projects and issues for regional attention.
It is based on land_-use forecasts and regionally--established priorities, and it
places heavy emphasis on the eenneetions-relationship between land_-use and
transportation planning. The City is responsible for addressing the individual
projects that emerge from the Regional Transportation Plan.

A longstanding policy in both the Reqgional Transportation Plan and Olympia’s
Comprehensive Plan has been to support urban corridors and strateqy corridors,
which are shown on the map in Appendix G.

Urban corridors: these are an integrated land use and transportation concept
aimed at reducing sprawl and car dependence. The goal of urban corridors is to
create attractive urban neighborhoods where people can walk, roll, or use transit
to meet their daily needs. The land use designations along these streets vary
(see Future Land Use Map in the Land Use Chapter), to promote a gradual
increase in density. As the land use densifies, we will build a multimodal
transportation system that minimizes new vehicle trips.

Strateqy corridors: most strategy corridors are also within urban corridors.
These are streets where vehicle congestion may be heavy, but we will look to
options other than widening to improve mobility. Some of those options might
include adding roundabouts or making improvements to prioritize transit, such as
adding queue jump lanes or extended green times for buses.




An Intercity Transit bus going through the lower roundabout on its way to the westside.

Goals and Policies

GT316e Olympia engages with neighboring jurisdictions to
advance common goals and solve regional problems.

PT318.1 Use this Comprehensive Plan and the Thurston Regional Transportation
Plan-= to guide regional transportation decisions.

PT316.2 Establish and maintain compatible street standards with Thurston
County and the cities of Lacey and Tumwater.

PT316.3 Work with the cities of Lacey and Tumwater and Thurston County to
develop bus-urban corridors.

PT316.4 Work with neighboring jurisdictions to develop trails_and their
supportive infrastructure, such as signs, bathrooms, and pathways to connect




trails to neighborhoods, schools, parks, shopping, and other essential places
people need to go to.

PT316.5 Work with neighboring jurisdictions to improve freight, rail, and truck
mobility.

PT316.6 Coordinate with the Port of Olympia on truck access routes, freight ralil,
and, as needed, on air and water transportation needs.

PT316.7 Work with regional jurisdictions to develop a funding strategy for the
regional transportation network.

PT316.8 Coordinate with adjacent jurisdictions and the Thurston Regional
Planning Council =-on regional transportation and land-use goals.

PT316.9 Work with Lacey and Tumwater to promote dense commercial and
residential development in urban centers and along urban corridors.

PT316.10 Work with the region to support the infrastructure needs of electric
vehicles or other alternative fuel vehicles.


























































Appendix BA: Transportation 203645 Street

Capactby-Classification and Connectivity Prefect
Hstana-Maps

These—Franspoertation—2030 maps illustrate street classifications and planned

street eapacity-tmprovementsas-wel-as-the-street-connections planrned-en-for

arterials, major collectors, and neighborhood collectors._After this Plan is
adopted, the City plans to study street connection needs throughout the city and
may update these maps to reflect the results. Any update will include an
opportunity for the public to share feedback.

Note on the Log Cabin Road Extension

The Log Cabin Road extension was proposed in previous comprehensive plans to
connect Boulevard Road to Wiggins Road. This street connection was identified
as needed for both the local and regional transportation system. It would serve
motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, and potentially transit.

A 2016 evaluation indicated that the Log Cabin Road Extension is likely not
needed until about 2040. In 2021, the City Council removed it and other smaller
street connections in the vicinity from this plan.

Instead, in approximately 2030, the multimodal transportation needs in
southeast Olympia will be studied. Because the Log Cabin Road Extension was
identified as having regional significance, neighboring jurisdictions will also be
involved in this evaluation. A public involvement process will be part of the
evaluation.
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The City of Olympia and its personnel cannot assure the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability

of this information for any particular purpose. The parcels, right-of-ways, utilities and structures depicted
hereon are based on record information and aerial photos only. It is recommended the recipient and or
user field verify all information prior to use. The use of this data for purposes other than those for which
they were created may yield inaccurate or misleading results. The recipient may not assert any proprietary
rights to this information. The City of Olympia and its personnel neither accept or assume liability or
responsibility, whatsoever, for any activity involving this information with respect to lost profits, lost

savings or any other consequential damages.
















Appendix €B: StdewatPedestrian Network

There are three elements to a pedestrian network:
e Sidewalks
e Crosswalks
e Curb ramps

The Transportation Master Plan outlines and prioritizes the sidewalks, enhanced
crosswalks, and curb ramps we need to build to have a complete network. The
Capital Facilities Plan shows how we plan to fund those projects to get them
built.

The existing network is shown in the maps that follow.
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Appendix BC: Bike Network Map-are--ist

Please see the Transportation Master Plan for the planned low-stress bike
network. The network will include enhanced bike lanes, bike corridors (called
bike boulevards or neighborhood greenways in other cities), trails, and pathways.
The Capital Facilities Plan shows how we plan to fund those projects to get them

built.

The existing bike network of standard bike lanes, bike corridors, and trails is
shown on the following maps.
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Appendix £D: Highways of Statewide Significance
(Thurston County)

e State Route 5, 276.62 miles, Oregon to Canada

e State Route 8, 20.67 miles, US 12/Elma to US 101/Olympia (entire route)

e United States Highway 12, 324.51 miles, US 101/Aberdeen to Idaho
(entire route)

e United States Highway 101, 336.66 miles, SR 4 to I-5/0Olympia (0.01 miles
of physical gap not included)



Appendix +E: Transportation Facilities and Services
of Statewide Significance

The Interstate Highway System: See Highways of Statewide Significance

Interregional State Principal Arterials: See Highways of Statewide

Significance

Intercity Passenger Rail Services:

o Olympia to Seattle, with stops in Tacoma and Tukwila (75 trips per day)

0 Olympia to Portland, with stops in Centralia, Kelso and Vancouver (57
trips per day)

Intercity High-speed Ground Transportation: none

Major Passenger Intermodal Facilities: none

Ferry Terminals: none

Intercity Bus Depot: Olympia Greyhound Station

Olympia Transit Center (Intercity Transit, Mason Transit and Grays Harbor

Transit, Twin Transit)

Park and Ride Facilities: Martin Way (Lacey)

Park and Ride Facilities: Mud Bay (Thurston County)

Park and Ride Facilities: Hawks Prairie (Lacey)

Park and Ride Facilities: Centennial Station (Thurston County)

Rail Facilities: Centennial Station (Thurston County)

The Freight Railroad System: none

Switching and Terminal Companies: none

The Columbia/Snake Navigable River System: none

Marine Port Facilities and Services: Port of Olympia

* High Capacity Transportation System serving regions as defined in RCW

81.104.015=: none
Airport: Hoskins Field Airport

Airport: Olympia Regional Airport




Appendix EG: Facilities of Statewide Significance

The following Facilities of Statewide Significance are located in the Washington
State Department of Transportation’s Olympic Region, in Olympia:

Interstate 5, from Mile Post 104.56 to 108.13, Limited Access Fully

Controlled, Urban Interstate, National Highway System
United States Highway 101, from Mile Post 364.91 5 to 366.91, Limited
Access Fully Controlled, Urban Principal Arterial, National Highway System,

State Scenic and Recreational Highway



Appendix HG: Transportation Corridor Map

This map tustrates-shows wherethetocations-ef bus-coerrdoers;-urban corridors,
ane strategy corridors, and focus areas are in Olympia.
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The City of Olympia and its personnel cannot assure the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability
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they were created may vyield inaccurate or misleading results. The recipient may not assert any proprietary
rights to this information. The City of Olympia and its personnel neither accept or assume liability or
responsibility, whatsoever, for any activity involving this information with respect to lost profits, lost

savings or any other consequential damages.



Appendix +H: 2045 Travel Demand+rafficeForecast
Maps

With increased population and employment, we expect more demand for space
on Olympia’s streets by 2045. As Olympia’s land use patterns become more
dense, this plan’s policies will support an increase in people walking and rolling,
riding bicycles, and taking transit to get where they need to go.

The Transportation Master Plan outlines the projects we plan to build to meet
this demand. Briefly, it includes for:

Pedestrians: the enhanced crosswalks, new sidewalks, and curb ramps needed
to have a complete network on major streets. These were prioritized based on
several criteria, including how close they were to public buildings, bus stops,
schools, parks, grocery stores, medical centers, and whether they were in areas
of dense employment or housing.

Bicyclists: a low-stress bike network of routes planned about every half mile, so
no one will ever be more than a quarter mile from one. These routes include a
series of bike corridors, enhanced bike lanes, trails, and pathways.

Transit users: support for transit improvements, such as signal prioritization,
gueue jump lanes, in-lane bus stops and other infrastructure. Because most
people walk or roll to or from a bus stop, we also prioritized pedestrian
infrastructure near bus stops.

Multimodal users: roundabouts improve traffic flow at intersections, add
enhanced crosswalks, and make it easier for transit buses to turn around. In
some parts of Olympia, adding roundabouts will allow the City to reallocate space
on the street to pedestrians or bicyclists.

Estimating the demand for most of these facilities is difficult for several reasons,
one of which is because we suspect there is a lot of “latent demand.” This means
that many people would walk, roll, bike, or ride transit if our land use patterns
and transportation system made it more feasible. This was a common thing
people told us during the public outreach process for the Transportation Master
Plan.

Additionally, estimating demand for sidewalks, crosswalks, bike lanes, and transit
IS a very new idea, and the tools to do that have not yet been built. Forecasting




future vehicle traffic using travel demand models has been a standard practice
for decades, because vehicles take up so much space on the street relative to
the number of people they typically carry, which leads to traffic congestion.
Walking or rolling, riding a bike, or taking transit allow many more people to use
a street, making congestion less likely. This is why there is not a standard
practice of modeling future demand for walking, rolling, biking, or transit use.

For example, one estimate for the maximum number of people a street can carry
is:

Sidewalk 9,000 people per hour

Bike lanes 7,500 people per hour

Dedicated bus lane. frequent 15 500 — 20,000 people per hour
service

Mixed traffic with frequent buses 1,000 — 2,800 people per hour
Vehicle lane, no transit 600 — 1,600 people per hour

Source: NACTO, Transit Street Design Guide, https://nacto.org/publication/transit-street-design-
quide/introduction/why/designing-move-people/

Given our 2045 population estimate of 87,680 residents, when compared to the
capacities of sidewalks and bike lanes in the table above, we do not expect to
see pedestrian or bicycle congestion between now and 2045.

But that does not address the demand that people have for pedestrian, bike, and
transit infrastructure that does not exist. People have told us in many public
outreach processes that they want sidewalks on every street, frequent safe and
inviting crosswalks, and low-stress bike infrastructure nearby. The Transportation
Master Plan shows how we aim to provide that amid our financial constraints. For
example, we are prioritizing sidewalks on major streets over residential streets
because the need for sidewalks is so great, and we have limited resources to
build them.

Intercity Transit’s long range plan includes policies to improve transit frequency
and routing, and several policies within this plan and the Transportation Master
Plan support it. As part of the creation of its long range plan, Intercity Transit
reviewed several demographic characteristics common to transit riders, creating
a “Transit Propensity Index,” which helped guide the development of the plan.
While it is not a blueprint of future demand, it is a useful indicator that Intercity
Transit can use to guide future route development.




Additionally, Intercity Transit’'s plans to improve service on several of Olympia’s
urban corridors complements our future land use and transportation vision
outlined both in this plan and the Transportation Master Plan.

Level of service

Olympia defines its level of service for all modes of transportation to be a
complete system. Complete systems for each mode are outlined in the
Transportation Master Plan.

For more information about how this interfaces with Olympia’s transportation
concurrency program, please see Goal 12 and its supporting policies.

State-owned streets and highways
Within Olympia, the state of Washington owns some streets and highways, which
are:

Deschutes Parkway

Washington Street between 7" Avenue and Legion Way
Several streets on the Capitol Campus

Interstate 5

e US101

The Transportation Master Plan defines the multimodal needs on state-owned
streets. For Interstate 5 and US 101, we expect that pedestrians and bicyclists
will use Olympia’s streets instead of the highways.

Future vehicle demand model

The Thurston Regional Planning Council maintains a model that estimates vehicle
demand on major streets throughout our region. The following maps show the
estimated vehicle demand for 2045 in Olympia and the urban growth area, and it
includes estimated demand on state-owned streets and highways.

All models contain assumptions. This one assumes a reasonable rate of
continued telework, that some street connections get made, and the future land
use aligns with the Future Land Use Map shown in the Land Use and Urban

DeS|qn Chapter It also includes ?hese—maps—shﬁw—e&ﬁem—tﬁ#ﬂc—veﬁﬁes—eﬁ

W%Hﬁg%@i%&@f—ﬁﬂ&%t&l—h‘lﬂﬁﬂgemem—prmected populatlon and
employment forecasts for the Thurston Seurty-region.
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Appendix I: ADA Transition Plan

The City of Olympia adopted an ADA Transition Plan in 2021, which includes
provisions for removing barriers to access in the public right-of-way for people
with disabilities. It can be found at olympiawa.gov/ada.




For More Information

e The City of Olympia Transportation Master Plan outlines prioritized projects
for the next 20 years for all modes of transportation: walking and rolling,
bicycling, riding transit, and driving.

- 7 :  —of : : b _ : :

" : hiovi timodal : Provicies poticy

e The City of Olympia Engineering Design and Development Standards—
implements comprehensive plan goals and policies. These technical
standards govern all new construction and modification of transportation
and utilities infrastructure.

e The Thurston Regional Transportation Plan-—- describes how the region
will work together to resolve regional problems and establish regional
priorities.

e The Washington State Growth Management Act =-gtH requires

communities to develop comprehensive plans and development regulations
that guide growth for the 20-year horizon.
- 7 ) col i Sid ' —¢ is-afist-of-prioFitized

e The Commute Trip Reduction Law-— calls on all state employers and large
employers in urban areas_-efthe-state-to reduce drive-alone commute
trips made by employees.

e The Thurston Regional Trails Plan-—=—- defines off-street trail network
priorities and issues throughout Thurston County.






