Ordinance No. 7453

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE CITY
OF OLYMPIA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, INCLUDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP,
AND AMENDING THE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AS PART OF THE PERIODIC
UPDATE UNDER THE WASHINGTON STATE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT

WHEREAS, the Washington Growth Management Act (chapter 36.70A RCW) requires that the City of
Olympia and other jurisdictions within Thurston County adopt comprehensive plans; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia City Council adopts this Comprehensive Plan in order to meet the mandates
of the Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act affords cities significant flexibility and there are various legitimate
alternative methods to accomplish the requirements of the Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act, in RCW 36.70A.130, requires the City of Olympia to take legislative
action to review and, if needed, revise its comprehensive plan and development regulations to ensure their
continued compliance with the requirements in chapter 36.70A RCW by December 31, 2025 (also known as
"periodic review" and “periodic update”); and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia used the Washington State Department of Commerce Growth Management
Services Division’s Periodic Update Checklist for Fully-Planning Cities to establish the minimum scope of work
for the update, which addresses both Comprehensive Plans and Development Regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia conducted its review and update in a phased manner, reviewing each
chapter through a public process while also coordinating review across all chapters to retain consistency
throughout the Plan; and

WHEREAS, dedicated webpages for the periodic update were created so that residents, business owners,
and anyone interested in the planning process could find information about the chapters at any time; and

WHEREAS, the City Staff conducted a “kick-off” public meeting on May 10, 2023, to inform community
members about the process and the estimated timelines for the periodic update; and

WHEREAS, a community survey was conducted from May 1, 2023, through May 31, 2023, on the
Community Values and Vision statements in the Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, a public Open House on the Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update process was held on July 31,
2024; and

WHEREAS, City staff regularly provided updates on the planning process to the public through the issuance
of newsletters and communication with Parties of Record; and

WHEREAS, each optional and required draft chapter (or “element”) of the Plan was reviewed by the Social
Justice and Equity Commission and the Planning Commission as part of the development of the Plan; and

WHEREAS, many chapters were reviewed by additional Advisory Committees, including the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, the Heritage Commission;
the Utility Advisory Committee, and the Youth Council; and



WHEREAS, on December 8, 2022, the Mayor of Olympia wrote a letter to the Squaxin Island Tribe inviting
tribal participation in the periodic update process; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council and Squaxin Island Tribal Council met on March 6, 2024, to collaborate
on the Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update; and

WHEREAS, participation and collaboration on the Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan was provided by the
Squaxin Island Tribe; and

WHEREAS, the proposed comprehensive plan (Exhibit A) includes a capital facilities element that complies
with the requirements of RCW 36.70A.070, which is entitled Capital Facilities Plan and 2026-2031 Financial
Plan, adopted by the Olympia City Council on December 16, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds the proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan (Exhibit A) goals and policies
influenced by or related to shorelines are consistent with the adopted City of Olympia Shoreline Master
Program approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology, entitled Shoreline Master Program, and
the goals and policies of that Shoreline Master Program, as amended, are hereby incorporated into the
Olympia Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia established and broadly disseminated to the public a public participation
program for the review and revisions to its Comprehensive Plan, consistent with RCW 36.70A.130(2),
36.70A.035, and 36.70A.140; and

WHEREAS, the Community Planning and Economic Development Department issued a Determination of
Significance (known as a “DS” under the State Environmental Policy Act) and Request for Comments on
Scoping for the Environmental Impact Statement for the proposal on February 23, 2024, with a comment
period that was open through 5:00 p.m. on March 25, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia issued a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 13, 2025, with
a comment period open through June 13, 2025. The City issued a Final EIS on July 11, 2025, addressing the
proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, Thurston County completed its review and evaluation report in accordance with RCW 36.70A.215
in June 2021. The City of Olympia City Council has reviewed that report and concluded that sufficient
capacity exists in the current urban growth area adopted by the Thurston County Commissioners to
accommodate projected growth; and

WHEREAS, there are no inconsistencies between the policies in the proposed City of Olympia Comprehensive
Plan (Exhibit A) and the actual and projected growth patterns examined in the report; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia provided the draft of each chapter of the Olympia Comprehensive Plan to the
Washington State Department of Commerce as follows: Introduction Chapter on March 25, 2025;
Community Values and Vision Chapter on April 15, 2025; Public Participation and Partners Chapter on July
15, 2024; Climate Action and Resilience Chapter on May 21, 2025; Natural Environment Chapter on June 12,
2024; Land Use and Urban Design Chapter on May 29, 2025; Transportation Chapter on June 21, 2024;
Housing Chapter on June 13, 2025; Utilities Chapter on June 28, 2024; Parks, Arts, and Recreation Chapter
on November 1, 2023; Economy Chapter on October 30, 2023; Public Safety Chapter on October 9, 2024;
and the Capital Facilities Plan Chapter on September 24, 2024; in accordance with RCW 36.70A.106; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission held public hearings on each chapter of the Plan as follows:
Introduction Chapter on June 16, 2025; Community Values and Vision Chapter on June 16, 2025; Public
Participation and Partners Chapter on October 21, 2024; Climate Action and Resilience Chapter on August 4,
2025; Natural Environment Chapter on September 16, 2024; Land Use and Urban Design Chapter on July



21, 2025; Transportation Chapter on February 3, 2025; Housing Chapter on August 18, 2025; Utilities
Chapter on August 19, 2024; Parks, Arts, and Recreation Chapter on January 22, 2024; Economy Chapter on
February 26, 2024; and Public Safety Chapter on September 16, 2024; Capital Facilities Plan Chapter on
January 27, 2025; to receive public testimony on the proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission provided written recommendations for each chapter as
follows: Introduction Chapter on June 16, 2025; Community Values and Vision Chapter on June 16, 2025;
Public Participation and Partners Chapter on November 4, 2024; Climate Action and Resilience Chapter on
August 4, 2025; Natural Environment Chapter on October 7, 2024; Land Use and Urban Design Chapter on
August 4, 2025; Transportation Chapter on February 24, 2025; Housing Chapter on September 15, 2025;
Utilities Chapter on October 7, 2024; Parks, Arts, and Recreation Chapter on February 26, 2024; Economy
Chapter on March 18, 2024; Public Safety Chapter on October 7, 2024; and Capital Facilities Plan Chapter on
January 29, 2025 for City Council consideration prior to adoption; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) submitted a comment letter dated
July 29, 2025, stating that the Olympia Transportation Element does not contain all of the mandatory
elements contained in RCW 36.70A.060(6)(a), including multimodal levels of service for state-owned
facilities or any specific actions or requirements for bringing into compliance any transportation facilities or
services that are below an established multimodal level of service; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia responded to and addressed the WSDOT letter on Octaber 1, 2025,
indicating the City of Olympia’s established multimodal levels of service and a description of how the
Transportation Element satisfies the requirements under RCW 36.70A.060(6)(a); and

WHEREAS, on September 26, 2025, the draft Transportation Element, along with the Land Use and Urban
Design Chapter and the Climate Action and Resilience Chapters (as they support the Transportation
Chapter), was submitted to Thurston Regional Planning Council for certification with the Regional
Transportation Plan, the guidelines and principles of RCW 47.80.026, and the requirements of RCW
36.70A.070(6); and

WHEREAS, on November 13, 2025, Thurston Regional Planning Council certified the Transportation Element
of the Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, most chapters and the Planning Commission recommendations were considered by the Council
Committee appropriate to the chapter topic for review and committee recommendation prior to going to City
Council for discussion at a Study Session; and

WHEREAS, each draft chapter of the plan was considered by the City Council at a Study Session prior to
Council being requested to accept or adopt each chapter; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council adopted Resolutions to accept each chapter of the plan as each chapter
was completed as follows: Introduction (M-2649); Community Values & Vision (M-2647); Public Participation
& Partners (M-2642); Climate Action & Resilience (M-2271); Natural Environment (M-2617); Land Use &
Urban Design (M-2667); Transportation (M-2654); Housing (M-2670); Utilities (M-2627); Parks, Arts &
Recreation (M-2616); Economy (M-2660); Public Safety (M-2655); Capital Facilities (M-2625); and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council finds it necessary and in the public interest that the Olympia
Comprehensive Plan with appendices included as Exhibit A be adopted; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council determines that the Olympia Comprehensive Plan adopted by this
Ordinance maintains and promotes the public health, safety, and welfare; and



WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council determines that the adoption of the proposed Olympia Comprehensive
Plan meets the criteria set forth in Olympia Municipal Code and all other applicable legal criteria; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council determines that the proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan is consistent
with the Growth Management Act, the County-Wide Planning Policies, and the regional transportation plan
adopted by the Thurston Regional Planning Council in accordance with chapter 47.80 RCW; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia has reviewed its development regulations for consistency with the proposed
Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan and the Growth Management Act, and has determined that the City's
adopted development regulations are consistent with the proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan except for
the proposed amendments listed in Sections 3-12 of this ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the proposed development regulation amendments in this Ordinance have been considered by
the Olympia Planning Commission for recommendation to the Olympia City Council, and upon adoption by
the Olympia City Council will fulfill the requirements of RCW 36.70A.130 for review and revision of
development regulations by December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia is making substantial progress on the update of its Critical Areas Ordinance
(CA0), and in conformance with provisions in RCW 36.70A.130(7) is expected to complete the update of the
CAO within twelve or fewer months and no later than December 31, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia Comprehensive Plan provides policy direction for the City's development regulations,
and the determination of consistency of individual development proposals with the comprehensive plan is
determined by their compliance with the City's adopted development regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City Attorney’s designees have evaluated the constitutional provisions potentially at issue
with the adoption of this Ordinance and utilized the process established by the State Attorney General (AG)
in evaluating this Ordinance, including an evaluation of the process taken by Council and the AG Advisory
Memorandum: Avoiding Unconstitutional Takings of Private Property, consistent with RCW 36.70A.370; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is supported by the Agenda Item Summary and attachments associated with this
Ordinance, along with documents on file with the City of Olympia; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A and Article 11, Section 11, of the Washington
State Constitution.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Adoption of the Olympia Comprehensive Plan. The current City of Olympia Comprehensive
Plan is hereby replaced with the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Section 2. Adoption of the Olympia 2045 Critical Areas Ordinance Amendments Anticipated
Timeline. The proposed critical areas ordinance development regulation amendments considered as part of
the Periodic Update are anticipated to be reviewed and adopted per the schedule attached hereto as Exhibit
B.

Section 3. Amendment of OMC 17.04.090. Olympia Municipal Code Section 17.04.090 is hereby
amended to read as follows:















8. ESSENTIAL PUBLIC FACILITIES

LI/C

I

Airports

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

State or Regional Transportation Facilities

P

P

Prisons

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

Jails

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

Secure Community Transition Facilities

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

Solid Waste Handling Facilities

C 18.08.060(E)

P

Mental Health Facilities

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

Other facilities designated as Essential Public Facilities by the

C 18.08.060(E)

C 18.08.080(E)

Washington State Office of Financial Management

9. OTHER LI/C I
Crematoriums P P
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure P P
Parking Lots, Off-Site [see 18.38.200] C C
Temporary Uses P

18.08.060(D)

P
18.08.080(D)
Transportation Terminals P

Uses similar to permitted uses may be allowed subject to site plan
review and approval by the Hearing Examiner.

10. STORAGE FACILITIES LI/C I
Ministorage P
Warehousing p

Section 7. Amendment of OMC 15.04.020.1, Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.04 is hereby
amended to read as follows:

15.04.020 Definitions

I. "Development Activity" means any construction, expansion_of a building, structure, or use, erany
change in the use of a building or structure, or any changes in the use of the land, that creates
additional demand and need for public facilities, with the exception of low-income and emergency
housing development as provided for in RCW 82.02.060. "Development activity" does not include:
(a) Buildings or structures constructed by a regional transit authority; or
(b) Buildings or structures constructed as shelters that provide emergency housing for people

experiencing homelessness, or emergency shelters for victims of domestic violence, as defined in
RCW 70.123.020.

Section 8. Amendment of OMC 15.20.030. Olympia Municipal Code Section 15.20.030 is hereby
amended to read as follows:

15.20.030 Transportation concurrency standards

The following transportation concurrency standards, established in the Olympia Comprehensive Plan, are
hereby adopted for the purposes of this Chapter.



Mobility units of supply, as measured by the proportion of the transportation concurrency project list
identified in the Capital Facilities Plan, must exceed the number of mobility units of demand generated
by approved developments in Olympia.

Mobility units of supply are considered available to support new development when the transportation
improvement is fully funded, as identified in the Capital Facilities Plan.

Transportation improvements on the transportation concurrency project list may be phased and so long
as those phases provide person trip capacity, the individual phases can count toward supply when they
are funded.

In accordance with the Growth Management Act, highways of statewide significance are exempt from

local government transportation concurrency.

Section 9. Amendment of OMC 18.59.080. Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.59.080 is hereby
amended to add a new Section .080 to read as follows:

18.59.080 Tribal Participation

A.

A federally recognized Indian tribe may participate in a county or regional planning process and

coordinate with the county and cities that are either required or choose to comply with the provisions of
the Growth Management Act. Collaboration and participation is a nonexclusive exercise of coordination
and cooperation in the planning process and failure to exercise discretionary collaboration and
participation does not limit a party's standing for quasi-judicial or judicial review or appeal under this

chapter.

The City of Olympia honors the Accord between the Squaxin Island Tribe and City of Olympia and

welcomes tribal participation in local planning processes.

In alignment with the Countywide Planning Policies, the City of Olympia will seek input from local Tribes

during its Comprehensive Plan Amendment Processes.

Section 10. Amendment of OMC 18.06.020(B). Olympia Municipal Code Subsection
18.06.020(B) is hereby amended to read as follows:

18.06.020 Purposes

B.

The purpose of each commercial district is as follows:

1. Community Retail District (CMR).

This district is intended to:

a. Permit businesses which offer the most frequently needed consumer goods and services, in
districts of sufficient size to provide a relatively wide range of such goods and services.

b. Provide for site development standards which will achieve the clustering of buildings and/or
business establishments in such fashion as to create a safe, convenient and attractive
pedestrian environment, including access for transit riders and bicyclists, as well as safe and
convenient parking and access.

¢. Allow for clustering of commercial services along urban arterials adjacent to residential
neighborhoods, in order to reduce the amount of vehicular travel required of the consumer to
acquire such goods and services.

d. Allow for residential and mixed-use projects to increase the opportunities for people to live,
work, shop, and recreate within walking distance.
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e. Not locate new community retail districts closer than three-fourths of a vehicular mile from one
another, or from any other district providing similar services or facilities.

Commercial Services - High Density District (CS-H).

This district is intended to:

a. Allow limited commercial services that supplement or enhance activities on the capitol campus,
not large-scale retail sales for regional markets.

b. Allow high-density multifamily residences near the chief employment centers such as the
Downtown Business District, the Capitol Campus, and the central waterfront.

c. Be located where high land values and public necessity warrant this type of development.

Auto Services (AS) District.

This district is intended to:

a. Encourage development of a regional center for auto sales and services and related uses.
b. Discourage development incompatible with auto sales and services.

Urban Waterfront (UW) District.

This district is intended to:

a. Integrate multiple land uses in the waterfront area of downtown and the West Bay in a way that
improves the City’s appeal and identity as the Capital City on Budd Inlet.

b. Encourage high-amenity recreation, tourist-oriented, and commercial development which will
enhance public access and use of the shoreline.

¢. Encourage development that protects views of Budd Inlet, the Olympics, Mt. Rainier, and the
Capitol, and preserves a sense of openness on the waterfront.

d. Encourage water-dependent and water-related development (as defined in the Shoreline Master
Program for the Thurston Region) on shoreline properties and permit light manufacturing uses
which support nearby industrial and marine related uses.

e. Provide shoreline public access to significant numbers of the population, which is a major goal of
the Shoreline Master Program for the Thurston Region. It is also the intent of this district to
integrate the policies of the Shoreline Master Program for the Thurston Region into zoning
designations applicable to waterfront properties. It is not the intent of this district, however, to
make the restrictions of the Shoreline Master Program legally applicable outside the shoreline
management zone.

Downtown Business District (DB).

This district is intended to:

a. Encourage a wide range of activities which make downtown Olympia the cultural, civic,
commercial, and employment heart of the community.

b. Retain existing downtown housing and encourage additional development of a dense mix of
urban housing which is located near jobs, shopping, and transit.

¢. Provide a full range of urban services, tourism, recreation, and entertainment activities to
support downtown workers, residents, and visitors.

d. Encourage pedestrian-oriented land uses and design, in order to link downtown activity to the
Capitol Campus and the waterfront, and to the gateways to the City.

e. Permit development of a scale, height, and bulk which reinforces downtown Olympia’s historic
character, buildings, places, and street layout. Modern architecture is appropriate if it is
consistent with the City’s urban design vision.

General Commercial District (GC).

This district is intended to:

a. Provide for those commercial uses and activities which are heavily dependent on convenient
vehicular access.
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10.

Encourage the location of such uses on sites having safe and efficient access to major
transportation routes.

Discourage extension of "strip" development by filling in available space in areas where
substantial auto-oriented commercial development already exists.

Provide development standards which enhance efficient operation of these districts, and lead to
more pedestrian-oriented development.

Achieve minimum adverse impact on the community, especially on adjacent properties having
more restrictive development characteristics.

Medical Service District (MS).
This district is intended to:

a.

b.
(o

Allow the development of major and full-service health care facilities to serve a regional
population.

Permit the clustering of interrelated and complementary health care facilities.

Permit limited types of nonmedical uses which provide convenience services primarily to medical
facility users and employees.

Allow relatively high density housing near medical facilities to help meet the needs of the large
number of people employed there.

Allow developments which will provide maximum convenience to medical facility users and
employees, and an environment conducive to the healing arts. Incompatible land uses and
traffic generated by uses other than those providing medical and related services are to be
avoided.

Neighborhood Retail District (NR).
This district is intended to:

a.

b.

Permit small retail establishments which offer a limited range of goods within a residential
neighborhood.

Protect existing neighborhood retail districts and permit new establishments where local
economic demand and appropriate design can assure compatibility with the neighborhood.

Be located not less than one-half (1/2) mile from another neighborhood retail district or any
other commercial district providing similar services or facilities.

Have a maximum size for a Neighborhood Retail district of not more than one {H-acre. If
located within the Neighborhood Centers Future Land Use Designation then the maximum size
for a Neighborhood Retail district may be up to three acres.

Limit the size, scale and expansion of such establishments in order to minimize traffic volumes
and congestion, and other adverse impacts on the neighborhoods in which said establishments
are located.

Ensure that development in this district is characterized by small buildings, low traffic
generation, considerable walk-in trade, quiet operations, and little or no night activity.

Professional Office/residential Multifamily District (PO/RM).
This district is intended to:

a.

Provide a transitional area, buffering residential areas from more intensive commercial uses.
Development within this district should be compatible with residential uses and generate low
vehicular traffic characteristic of less intrusive uses.

Provide for a compatible mix of office, moderate- to high-density residential, and small-scale
commercial uses, in order to provide opportunities for people to live, work, and recreate in a
pedestrian-oriented area.

High Density Corridor-1 (HDC-1).
This district is intended to:

a.

Provide for a compatible mix of office, moderate to high-density multifamily residential, and
small-scale commercial uses.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Ensure that residential and mixed-use projects are built within walking distance to transit.
Establish a street edge that is as continuous as possible with buildings which are close to the
street and which have multiple floors, distinctive windows facing the street, and entrances that
are visible from the street.

Ensure that projects are designed, using a neighborhood area design theme in order to blend
with the historic buildings in the corridor and the adjacent neighborhoods.

Create a safe, convenient, and attractive environment for pedestrians, transit riders and
bicyclists, and which includes parking and convenient access for vehicles.

High Density Corridor-2 (HDC-2).
This district is intended to:

a.

b.
(o

Provide for a compatible mix of office, medium intensity commercial and moderate to high-
density multifamily residential uses.

Ensure that residential and mixed-use projects are built within walking distance to transit.
Establish a street edge that is as continuous as possible with buildings which are close to the
street and which have multiple floors, distinctive windows facing the street, and entrances that
are visible from the street.

Ensure that projects (buildings) are designed, using a neighborhood area design theme in order
to blend with the historic buildings in the corridor and the adjacent neighborhoods.

Create a safe, convenient, and attractive environment for pedestrians, transit riders, and
bicyclists, and which includes parking and convenient access for vehicles.

High Density Corridor-3 (HDC-3).
This district is intended to:

a.

b.
(o

Provide for a compatible mix of medium to high-intensity commercial, offices, and moderate to
high-density multifamily residential uses.

Ensure that access to transit is a part of all new projects.

Establish a street edge that is as continuous as possible with buildings which are close to the
street and which have multiple floors, distinctive windows facing the street, and entrances that
are visible from the street.

Create a safe, convenient, and attractive environment for pedestrians, transit riders, and
bicyclists, and which includes parking and access for vehicles.

High Density Corridor-4 (HDC-4).
This district is intended to:

a.
b.

(o
d.

Provide for a compatible mix of high-intensity commercial, offices, and high-density multifamily
residential uses.

Transform these areas to commercial and residential activity centers, over time.

Ensure that access to transit is a part of new projects.

Establish a street edge that is as continuous as possible with buildings which are close to the
street and which have multiple floors, distinctive windows facing the street, and entrances that
are visible from the street.

Create a safe, convenient, and attractive environment for pedestrians, transit riders, and
bicyclists, and which includes parking and access for vehicles.

Urban Waterfront - Housing District.
This district is intended to:

a.

b.

Provide for a neighborhood of residential housing with the option of limited
retail/commercial/office or other uses able to locate in a street edge storefront configuration.
Help meet downtown housing and sustainability density goals, through the use of land for
housing in a location, and at a density, that makes the use of a car a choice and not a necessity.
Contribute to downtown vitality.

Result in well designed buildings on continuous urban street edges.
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e. Increase resident surveillance and all day use of public spaces to increase safety and decrease
vandalism or other security problems.
f. Help the City achieve land use, transportation, environment, and housing goals.

Section 11. Amendment of OMC 18.59.055. Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.59.055 is
hereby amended to read as follows:

18.59.055 Consistency between the zoning map and the future land use map

A. Although the Future Land Use map is not specific with regard to the edges of Land Use designations, the
zoning map boundaries should not vary more than 200 feet from the land use designation shown on the
Future Land Map.

B. Each Neighborhood Retail or Neighborhood Center district, if any, may be no further than four blocks
(approximately 1,000 feet) from a Neighborhood Center location indicated on the Future Land Use Map

or is at a location proposed pursuant to the Subarea Planning process described in the Comprehensive
Plan.

C. Districts on the zoning map must correspond to categories of the Future Land Use Map in accordance
with the following table and be consistent with the purposes of each designation. Only those districts
listed below are deemed to be consistent with the corresponding Future Land Use map designation,
provided that zoning districts in locations enacted prior to January 1, 2015, may remain.

FUTURE LAND USE MAP
DESIGNATION

: hborhood - : y

ZONING DISTRICT(S)

" : hborhood dortat Mt -

Mixed-Residentiat : :.'*edl IF%eS.'dIe“E.'a: 5 5 BEHI'I"ES. pet ”e:'e
Urban Residential Residential — 1 Unit per 5 Acres

*(see also OMC 18.70.190(D)) Residential Low Impact

Residential — 4 Units per Acre

Residential — 4 units per Acre Chambers Basin
Residential — 4 to 8 Units per Acre

Residential — 6 to12 Units per Acre
Residential Multifamily — 18 Units per Acre*
Residential Multifamily — 24 Units per Acre*
Mixed Residential 7-13 Units per Acre*

Mixed Residential 10-18 Units per Acre*

Neighborhood Centers Neighborhood Retail
Neighborhood Center District
Residential Mixed Use Residential Mixed Use

Urban Residential
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Section 16. Recitals. The recitals above constitute and must be treated as findings and conclusions in
support of this Ordinance and, together with the exhibits and attachments to this Ordinance and the public
record compiled and retained by the City during development of the proposed Olympia Comprehensive Plan,
comprise the analysis required by applicable provisions of the Olympia Municipal Code and the Washington
Growth Management Act.

Section 17. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or application of the provisions to other persons
or circumstances is unaffected.

Section 18. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed.

Section 19. Effective Date. This Ordinance takes effect on January 1, 2026, as provided by law.

e J

TMAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

SENIOR DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY

PASSED: December 16, 2025
APPROVED: December 16, 2025

PUBLISHED: December 21, 2025
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Balance Protection of the Natural Environment as the Built Environment Grows:
Our community will change over time as we continue to grow and welcome new neighbors
and businesses. We need to continue to work diligently to address the housing crisis by
increasing a housing supply thatis affordable to people and families at allincome levels.
We must also provide space for the jobs, services, and activities people need. We can do
this while protecting open spaces and environmentally sensitive areas that make our
community unique and special, providing connections to nature, and protecting the
functions and values of the natural environment.

Take Action and Prepare for Our Changing Climate: Over the next 20 years, we will
need deliberate action to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions while also taking
measures to increase our resilience to anticipated impacts of our changing climate.
Achieving our emissions reduction goals will require significant changes in how we
produce and use energy, consume goods and services, and travel. However, we have the
knowledge and technologies to address this challenge. As climate change worsens, we will
need to prepare for, adapt to, and recover from acute events and long-term changes.
Protecting our community’s health, critical infrastructure, natural environment, and local
businesses from extreme heat, wildfire smoke, and sea levelrise is a key challenge we will
face. Together, we will strengthen all sectors of Olympia to build resilience to these
impacts.

Become a More Sustainable City: As the capital of the State of Washington, Olympia
has a unique opportunity to lead on key issues in the State, such as sustainability. The City
needs to make investments based on an integrated framework that compares lifecycle
costs and benefits of all City investments and to encourage sustainable practices by
individuals and organizations through education, technical assistance, and incentives.
These challenges are exacerbated by the fact that our community is largely built out. For
example, adding sidewalks to places that do not have them to support different modes of
transportation is more complex when the streets are already there and need to be
retrofitted. In many cases, it may make driving more convenient than walking, rolling,
bicycling, or taking transit, even for short trips. Decisions made in the past continue to
impact and challenge us.

Accommodate Growth: Community members need to collaborate with the City to
identify housing and service programs for increased populations of seniors and those who
are homeless or insecure in their housing. Together we must find ways to add more
housing thatis accessible and affordable to the people who do or want to call Olympia
home, while maintaining a variety of neighborhoods that people want to live and thrive in.
This can and should be accomplished in ways that promote equity and social interactions
for our community members. Such development must be served with quality infrastructure
for utilities, such as drinking water, wastewater, storm and surface water, and a
transportation system that offers choices between travel modes.
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Equitable Economic Opportunities: There are challenges related to addressing jobs
and economic opportunities in an equitable manner, especially for blue collar career
paths. We will work with our community members, educational institutions, and
businesses to ensure such opportunities and programs are available and accessible to all
community members.

Integrate Shoreline Management Program (SMP): Special coordination is necessary
to integrate the SMP with the Comprehensive Plan. Olympians value ample public space
along their marine shoreline and waterways to balance growth downtown. Olympia
supports the efforts to restore the shoreline of Capitol Lake to the Deschutes Estuary.

Support Our Downtown: Located on Puget Sound and along the Deschutes River,
downtown is the site of many historic buildings and places, and is home to many theatres,
galleries, and unique shops as well as the State Capitol. At the same time, Olympia’s
downtown has yet to fully become the walkable, comfortable place the community
desires. To add vibrancy while retaining our desired sense of belonging and social
connection will require more downtown residents, better amenities, attractive public
spaces, green space, thriving local businesses, accessible mobility improvements, and
welcoming design.

Conserve and Protect Limited Natural Resources: As we grow, our land and water
supplies will need to support more people. We can take advantage of growth as a tool to
reshape our community into a more sustainable form; to do so, we must support growth
and environmental protection, use our resources wisely, and consider the carrying
capacity of the land.

Public Safety: All Olympians and visitors to our community deserve to feel safe and have
access to reliable, compassionate care. We must maintain public safety and enhance
preparedness for evolving conditions and future emergencies.

Fund a Long-Term Vision: We must identify strategies, explore operating efficiencies,
and develop partnerships to provide the diversity and flexibility to fund our vision. The
economy fluctuates and funding circumstances change. This affects our ability to carry out
planned actions over the years. Present resources are already stretched thin, and there is
little ability to take on new programs without new revenue sources. Cities face, and will
continue to face, challenges associated with declining revenues due to state laws and
policies.
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As Olympia grows and changes, the City will be collaborating with local residents and
business owners to make key planning decisions on roads, walkways, bike paths, housing
densities, and transit —to name a few.

Public outreach is essential, but also challenging due to the following factors:

e Our population is more diverse than ever, but our outreach resources are limited.

e Our desire to be responsive to community concerns must be balanced with very real
legal and fiscal constraints, finite resources, and with our responsibility to make
decisions for the overall public good, rather than for the benefit of individuals.

e Residents, business owners, and local organizations may not fully understand the
land-use development process, which can make it difficult for them to be involved in
a meaningful way.

e Community members don’t always agree on issues and may have significantly
different views or opinions.

e Community members may have limited availability and/or free time to respond to
outreach efforts and utilize participation opportunities due to other responsibilities
in their lives.

To address these challenges, the City has begun to diversify methodologies and processes
for community outreach and participation opportunities while ensuring that they are
equitable and inclusive. The City will seek to reach those members of the community most
impacted and least able to participate, including vulnerable and overburdened populations
and communities on the frontline. The City will work to go into the community to meet with
people where they live, work, and play.

The City is always looking for new and creative ways to engage the community, including
using technologies such as social media, online discussion portals, and high-quality visual
maps. The City strives to create clear, concise, and jargon-free information so that people
from all walks of life can easily and quickly understand the issues and provide input. The
City hopes this will inspire partnerships that will help the community to pool its resources
so that needed changes can be made more quickly and efficiently.

While Olympians are involved in all aspects of community planning, the land development
process is often where neighborhood organizations and community members first engage.
The experience tends to be frustrating because influence over decisions at this stage is
somewhat limited. The City’s intentin initiating sub-area planning is to give community
members a chance to get involved early in the planning process for a relatively small area
that includes their own neighborhood. Many communities refer to this type of planning
process as "neighborhood planning." To avoid confusion with Olympia’s numerous
Recognized Neighborhood Associations, the City refers to the process as "sub-area
planning."

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 31






inform the community of the progress and recognize community partners who contribute to
achieving the vision.

PP1.3 As the Comprehensive Plan is implemented, the City will provide education,
technical assistance, volunteer opportunities, and other methods to include the
community in this work.

GP2 People of all ages, backgrounds, and physical abilities can
access public meetings and information.

PP2.1 Make information and outreach materials available through a variety of means for all
community members, including, but not limited to, youths, seniors, those with disabilities,
and underrepresented groups.

PP2.2 Use and consistently evaluate new technologies to improve ways for community
members to receive information and provide input.

PP2.3 Evaluate and pursue intentional methods to inform and engage community
members, vulnerable and/or overburdened populations, communities on the frontline, and
underrepresented groups who may not ordinarily get involved in civic affairs.

GP3 City decision processes are transparent and enable effective
participation of the public.

PP3.1 Support City staff and encourage other community leaders to strengthen their
capacity to design and implement effective public involvement strategies.

PP3.2 Help the general public understand the structure of local government, how decisions
are made, and how they can become involved.

PP3.3 Give community members, neighborhoods, and other interested parties
opportunities to get involved early in land use decision-making processes. Encourage or

require applicants to meet with affected community members and organizations.

PP3.4 Create structured opportunities for people to learn about city issues, share their
experiences and motivations, and discuss public issues productively.

PP3.5 Partner with recognized neighborhood associations and other organizations in the
community to host engagement opportunities on issues of common interest.
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PP3.6 Develop public participation plans when amending or updating the Comprehensive
Plan or master plans. Develop public participation or communication plans for other major
projects.

PP3.7 Amend the Comprehensive Plan each year to incorporate the updated Capital
Facilities Element and act upon other proposed changes to the Plan. Adopt these
amendments only after notifying the public and providing opportunities for public
comment.

PP3.8 Seek input from the community, including neighborhood associations and other
groups, before final decisions are made to site public and private utility facilities, especially
when they may have a significant impact.

PP3.9 The City will strive to hear from all demographics of the community in an equitable
way.

Community members attend an open house about planning for our future.

GP4 Community members and other key stakeholders feel their
opinions and ideas are heard, valued, and used by policy makers,
advisory committees, and staff.

PP4.1 Build trust among all segments of the community through collaborative and inclusive
decision-making.
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PP4.2 Replace or complement the one-way testimony format with an approach that allows
meaningful dialogue between and among community members, stakeholders, City Council
members, advisory boards, and staff.

PP4.3 Clearly define public participation goals and choose strategies specifically designed
to meet those goals.

PP4.4 Evaluate public participation strategies to measure their effectiveness in meeting
desired goals.

PP4.5 Select strategies from the full spectrum of public participation tools and techniques
and utilize existing and emerging best practices.

PP4.6 Strive to inform the community about how their comments are considered and used

in the decision-making process.

GP5 Sub-area planning is conducted through a collaborative effort
by community members and the City, and is used to shape how
neighborhoods grow and develop.

PP5.1 Work with neighborhoods to identify the priorities, assets, and challenges of
designated sub-area(s), as well as provide information to increase understanding of land-
use decision-making processes and the existing plans and regulations that could affect
them.

PP5.2 Encourage wide participation in the development and implementation of sub-area
plans.

PP5.3 Recognize the role that sub-area plans play in City decision-making and resource
allocation.

PP5.4 Provide opportunities for initiation of sub-area planning by either neighborhoods or
the City.

PP5.5 Encourage collaboration between neighborhoods and City representatives.

PP5.6 Engage in collaborative and continued partnerships with sub-area representatives.
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A volunteer pulls invasive English ivy during a habitat stewardship work party.

As a key land steward, the City’s role is to encourage and regulate new development and
land management practices in a way that minimizes negative environmental impacts and
supports healthy, resilient communities. We will achieve this by:

e Carrying out the state’s Growth Management Act that requires cities to plan for
anticipated population growth and embrace the need for denser development so
that larger expanses of rural land can be preserved.

e Prioritizing geographic areas and equitable land management strategies that will
provide the greatest environmental, social, economic, and cultural benefits.

e Collaborating across Departments and with private developers to encourage low-
impact development and nature-based green infrastructure solutions.

e Continuing the City’s role as caretaker of Olympia’s urban forest, a diverse mix of
native and ornamental trees that promote a healthy, sustainable, and beautiful city
across both urbanized and natural landscapes.

e Incorporating the recovery of Pacific Northwest salmon species in watershed
planning and land management strategies, understanding that what benefits
salmon also benefits healthy, sustainable communities and is a critical component
of upholding Tribal treaty rights.

The Open Space and Environmentally Sensitive Areas Map reflects those areas in the City
and Urban Growth Area (UGA) that are already preserved as open space, or that may be
good opportunities for future preservation as open space.

Shown on the map are environmentally sensitive areas, such as steep slopes, flood plains,
wetlands, and significant wildlife habitat. Many of these areas are protected by Critical
Areas regulations so the map serves to highlight those areas for further evaluation prior to
any new development project.
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PN1.3 Limit development in areas that are environmentally sensitive, such as steep slopes
and wetlands. Direct development and redevelopment to less sensitive areas. (Climate)

PN1.4 Promote programs and policies that protect and restore natural systems such as
wetlands, streams, riparian areas, shorelines, and stands of mature trees. (Climate)

PN1.5 Preserve the existing soils and vegetation on a portion of new development sites;
integrate existing site contours into the project design and minimize the use of grading and
other large-scale land disturbances.

PN1.6 Regularly review and update regulations and design standards for new
developments and redevelopment that will manage stormwater and minimize impacts to
receiving waters, protected wildlife species, and other environmentally sensitive areas.

PN1.7 Limit hillside development to site designs that incorporate and conform to the
existing topography and minimize their effect on existing hydrology.

PN1.8 Limit the negative impacts of development on public lands and environmental
resources and require full mitigation of impacts when they are unavoidable.

PN1.9 Increase the use of low impact development and nature-based (“green”)
infrastructure methods through education, technical assistance, incentives, regulations,
grants, and private-public partnerships. (Climate)

PN1.10 Design, build, and retrofit public projects using sustainable design and green
building methods that require minimal maintenance, fit naturally into the surrounding
environment, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. (Climate)

PN1.11 Require development to mitigate impacts and avoid future costs by incorporating
timely measures, such as the clean-up of prior contamination as new development and
redevelopment occurs. (Climate)

PN1.12 Promote infill development and redevelopment on already urbanized areas and
impervious surfaces before developing on forested and natural lands.

GN2 Prioritized land is preserved and sustainably managed.

PN2.1 Evaluate, acquire and manage land by a set of priorities that considers the full
spectrum of environmental, social, cultural, and economic benefits, such as Tribal treaty
rights, stormwater management, wildlife habitat, access to nature, recreation
opportunities, environmental justice, and climate resilience. (Climate)
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PN2.2 Preserve land and when there are opportunities to expand and connect habitat and
protect the most environmentally sensitive or socially important landscapes. (Climate)

PN2.3 Identify, remove, and prevent the use and spread of invasive plants and wildlife.
(Climate)

PN2.4 Preserve and restore native plant communities by including restoration efforts and
volunteer partnerships in all City land management.

PN2.5 Design improvements to public land using vegetation that is attractive, adapted to a
changing climate, supports a variety of wildlife, and requires minimal long-term
maintenance. (Climate)

PN2.6 Conserve and restore wildlife and aquatic habitat in both existing habitat corridors
and other ecologically important sites. Protect salmon, amphibians, pollinators, migratory
birds, and other similarly prioritized species. (Climate)

PN2.7 Increase awareness of the importance of pollinator species and biodiversity for
food security and habitat health. Promote landscaping, gardening, and habitat
stewardship practices that support pollinators. (Climate)

PN2.8 Practice sustainable maintenance and operations activities that reduce the City’s
environmental impact.

PN2.9 Evaluate, monitor, and measure environmental conditions. Use this data, along with
the best available science, to develop short- and long-term management strategies.

GN3 A healthy and resilient urban forest is protected and valued
for its contribution to the environment and community.

PN3.1 Develop an Urban Forest Management Plan to establish tree canopy goals and
inform the policies, programs, operations, and resources needed to implement those
goals. The strategies described will strike a balance between environmental protection and
sustainable urban growth. (Climate)

PN3.2 Manage the urban forest such that both the benefits and burdens of trees are
distributed equitably across all of Olympia’s communities or neighborhoods.

PN3.3 Preserve existing mature, healthy, and safe trees first to meet site design
requirements on new development, redevelopment and City improvement projects.
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school, and explore Ellis or Mission Creek as we hike through Squaxin Park. Deep,
underground aquifers provide our drinking water. Our many streams, wetlands, and
shorelines are valuable for a diversity of wildlife. Some of these aquatic habitats also
provide a multitude of ecosystem services that benefit people, like reducing flooding and
filtering polluted stormwater runoff. The City of Olympia integrates the recovery of Puget
Sound salmon populations across each of its land management, habitat stewardship, and
conservation strategies. Additional goals and policies related to water quality and salmon
recovery can be found in the Stormwater element of the Utilities chapter.

gr——- - . i —

Moxlie Creek flows through Watershed Park.

Within Olympia’s 24-square-mile area, there are nine major streams, four lakes, four large
wetlands, and six miles of marine shoreline. As water moves down from Olympia’s higher
elevations to the Sound, it filters through the ground into a number of separate drainage
basins or watersheds.
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View Map - Olympia Drainage Basins.

Protecting water resources is one of Olympia’s core values and is necessary to our
upholding of Tribal treaty rights. We recognize that many of our water resources have been
damaged by development, pollution, and climate change. The natural processes that
would normally protect these resources, such as undeveloped land and wetlands, which
filter stormwater pollutants and reduce runoff, must be protected and restored. If we take
steps to restore these natural processes, we’ll be ensuring clean water, resilience to
impacts related to climate change, and abundant aquatic life in Puget Sound for us, and
for future generations.
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PN4.5 Support shellfish production and eelgrass planting in Budd Inlet. (Climate)

GN5 Ground and surface waters are protected from land uses and
activities that harm water quality and quantity.

PN5.1 Communicate and collaborate across Departments regularly to promote
sustainable transportation, housing, and economic development projects that include
green stormwater infrastructure and other nature-based solutions to managing
stormwater.

PN5.2 Reduce the rate of aquatic habitat loss and expansion of impervious surface in the
community, and provide stormwater treatment for all new impervious surfaces.

PN5.3 Establish a roadway stormwater infrastructure retrofit prioritization for water quality
treatment in environmentally sensitive watersheds to support the recovery of salmon and
other aquatic species.

PN5.4 Minimize the location and impacts of encampments on water bodies and other
sensitive natural areas while reducing health and safety risks to people experiencing
homelessness.

PN5.5 Limit or prohibit uses that pose arisk to water supplies in Drinking Water (Wellhead)

protection areas based on the best scientific information available and the level of risk.
Require restoration of any such areas that have been degraded.

View Map: Olympia Wellhead Protection Areas.
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GN6 Healthy aquatic habitat is protected and restored.

PNé.1 Restore and manage vegetation next to streams and wetlands, with an emphasis on
restoring and enhancing native vegetation, to greatly improve or provide new fish and
wildlife habitat.

PNé.2 Increase aquatic habitat resilience to low summer flows by increasing water
residence time, storing water on the landscape, conserving water, protecting groundwater,

riparian restoration, and protecting water quality. (Climate)

PNé.3 Establish and monitor water quality and aquatic habitat health indicators based on
the best scientific information available.

PNé.4 Use regulations based on the best available science and other means to prevent a
net loss in the functions and values of existing wetlands and streams, while striving to
increase and restore wetlands and streams over the long-term. (Climate)

PNé.5 Retain and restore floodways to a natural condition.

PNé.6 Preserve and restore the aquatic habitat of Budd Inlet and other local marine
waters, including adjacent shoreline habitats. (Climate)

PNé.7 Partnerwith other regional agencies and community groups to restore aquatic
habitat through coordinated planning, funding, and implementation.
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PN7.1 Partner with other state and local agencies to monitor, reduce and eliminate
sources of air pollution that can be replaced with more efficient or cleaner methods and
technologies.

PN7.2 Partnerwith other state and local agencies to offset anticipated negative impacts
on air quality by taking further steps to reduce air pollution, such as commute reduction
programming and tree planting.

GNS8 Artificial sources of nighttime light are minimized to protect
wildlife, vegetation and the health of the public, and preserve
views of the night sky.

PN8.1 Design nighttime lighting that is safe and efficient by directing it only to the areas
where it is needed. Allow and encourage reduction or elimination of nighttime light sources
where safety is not impacted.

PN8.2 Eliminate or reduce lighting near streams, lakes, wetlands, and shorelines to avoid
disrupting the natural development and life processes of wildlife.

GN9 Risk to human health and damage to wildlife and habitat due
to harmful toxins, pollution, or other emerging threats is tracked
by appropriate agencies and significantly reduced or eliminated.

PN9.1 Minimize the City’s purchase and use of products that contribute to toxic chemical
pollution when they are manufactured, used, or disposed.

PN9.2 Identify products and practices that should be phased out by the community, and
provide education on their negative impacts and the best available alternatives.

PN9.3 Maintain City land and properties using non-chemical methods whenever possible;

use standard Integrated Pest Management practices and other accepted, natural
approaches to managing vegetation and pests. (Climate)
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. The interest of all of the people shall be paramount in the management of those areas
of Puget Sound lying seaward from the line of extreme low tide. Within this area, the
City will give preference to uses in the following order of preference which:

1. Recognize and protect the state-wide interest over local interest;
2. Preserve the natural character of the shoreline;

3. Resultin long-term over short-term benefit;

4. Protect the resources and ecology of the shorelineg;

5. Increase public access to publicly-owned areas of the shorelines;
6. Increase recreational opportunities for the public in the shoreline;

7. Provide for any other element as defined in RCW 90.58.100 as deemed appropriate
or necessary.

. The policies of Olympia’s Shoreline Program may be achieved by diverse means, one of
which is regulation. Other means may include but are not limited to acquisition of
lands and/or easements by purchase or gift, incentive programs, and implementation
of capital facility and/or non-structural programs.

. Regulation of private property to implement Shoreline Program goals such as public
access and protection of ecological functions and processes must be consistent with
all relevant constitutional and other legal limitations.

. Regulatory or administrative actions must be implemented consistent with the Public
Trust Doctrine and other applicable legal principles as appropriate and must not
unconstitutionally infringe on private property rights or result in an unconstitutional
taking of private property.

. The regulatory provisions of this Shoreline Program are to be limited to shorelines of the
State, whereas the planning functions of the Program may extend beyond the
designated shoreline boundaries.

. The policies and regulations established by this Shoreline Program are to be integrated
and coordinated with the other goals, policies and rules of the Olympia Comprehensive
Plan and development regulations adopted under the Growth Management Act (GMA).

. The policies and regulations of Olympia’s Shoreline Program are intended to protect
shoreline ecological functions by:
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1. Requiring that current and potential ecological functions be identified and
understood when evaluating new or expanded uses and developments;

2. Requiring adverse impacts to be mitigated in a manner that ensures no net loss of
shoreline ecological functions. Mitigation shall include avoidance as afirst priority,
followed by minimizing, and then replacing/compensating for lost functions and/or
resources;

3. Ensuring that all uses and developments, including preferred uses and uses that are
exempt from a shoreline substantial development permit, will not cause a net loss
of shoreline ecological functions;

4. Preventing, to the greatest extent practicable, cumulative impacts from individual
developments;

5. Fairly allocating the burden of preventing cumulative impacts among development
opportunities; and

6. Including incentives to restore shoreline ecological functions where such functions
have been degraded by past actions.

H. The policies and regulations of Olympia’s Shoreline Program should provide resilience
for shoreline ecosystems, functions, and developments in response to sea level rise.

PN11.2 Shoreline Ecological Protection and Mitigation Goals

A. The Shoreline Management Act and the Shoreline Master Program Guidelines place a
primary emphasis on the protection of shoreline ecological functions and system-
wide processes. In accordance with the Guidelines (WAC 173-26), Olympia’s
Shoreline Program must ensure that shoreline uses, activities, and modifications will
result in no net loss to these processes and functions.

B. The protection, restoration and enhancement of shoreline ecological functions and
system-wide processes, especially as they pertain to the long-term health of Budd
Inlet, are high priorities of Olympia’s Shoreline Program. The policies and regulations
established therein are to be applied to all uses, developments and activities that may
occur within the shoreline jurisdiction.

C. The City recognizes that there are many existing sources of untreated stormwater
within the shoreline jurisdiction and that these sources of nonpoint pollution have
negative impacts on shoreline ecological functions. The City’s Drainage Design and
Erosion Control Manual of Olympia is the primary regulatory tool that addresses
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stormwater treatment and is periodically updated in response to changing guidelines
from the Department of Ecology and changes in best management practices.

PN11.3 Shoreline Ecological Protection and Mitigation Policies

A.

All shoreline use and development should be carried outin a manner that avoids and
minimizes adverse impacts so that the resulting ecological condition does not become
worse than the current condition. This means assuring no net loss of ecological
functions and processes and protecting critical areas that are located within the
shoreline jurisdiction.

Natural features of the shoreline and nearshore environments that provide ecological
functions and should be protected include but are not limited to marine and freshwater
riparian habitat, banks and bluffs, beaches and backshore, critical saltwater and
freshwater habitat, and wetlands and streams. Shoreline processes that should be
protected include but are not limited to erosion and accretion, sediment delivery,
transport and storage, organic matter input, and large woody debris recruitment. See
WAC 173-26-201(2)(c).

. Preserve and protect important habitat including but not limited to the Port Lagoon,

Mission Creek, Ellis Cove, Grass Lake, Chambers Lake, and Percival Canyon.

Development standards for density, setbacks, impervious surface, shoreline
stabilization, vegetation conservation, critical areas, and water quality should protect
existing shoreline functions and processes. During permit review, the Administrator
should consider the expected impacts associated with proposed shoreline
development when assessing compliance with this policy.

Where a proposed use or development creates significant adverse impacts not
otherwise avoided or mitigated by compliance with Olympia’s Shoreline Program,
mitigation measures should be required to ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological
functions and system-wide processes.

The City should work with other local, state, and federal regulatory agencies, Tribes,
and non-government organizations to ensure that mitigation actions carried out in
support of the Olympia Shoreline Program are likely to be successful and achieve
beneficial ecological outcomes. Thisincludes such measures as mitigation banks, fee
in lieu programs, and assisting applicants/proponents in planning, designing, and
implementing mitigation.

The City should develop a program to periodically review conditions on the shoreline
and conduct appropriate analysis to determine whether or not other actions are
necessary to protect and restore shoreline ecology to ensure no net loss of ecological
functions.
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Allow offsite mitigation when doing so would serve to better accomplish the goals and
objectives of the Shoreline Management Act to protect and preserve ecological
functions, or provide public access, or promote preferred shoreline uses, provide for
appropriate developmentincentives and/or alternative mitigation options.

The City should encourage innovative mitigation strategies to provide for
comprehensive and coordinated approaches to mitigating cumulative impacts and
restoration rather than piecemeal mitigation.

When available and when appropriate to the situation, the City should allow for offsite
mitigation approaches, including Advance Mitigation, Fee-In Lieu, and Mitigation
Banking.

As part of the next update of the Drainage Design and Erosion Control Manual of
Olympia, the City will consider methods and measures to encourage existing
development, redevelopment and new development within the shoreline jurisdiction to
comply with the City’s Drainage Design and Erosion Control Manual of Olympia and
best management practices.

PN11.4 Shoreline Use and Development Policies

A.

The City should give preference to those uses that are consistent with the control of
pollution and prevention of damage to the natural environment, or are unique to or
dependent upon uses of the State's shoreline areas.

The City should ensure that all proposed shoreline development will not diminish the
public's health, safety, and welfare, as well as the land or its vegetation and wildlife,
and should endeavor to protect property rights while implementing the policies of the
Shoreline Management Act.

. The City should reduce use conflicts by prohibiting or applying special conditions to

those uses which are not consistent with the control of pollution and prevention of
damage to the natural environment or are not unique to or dependent upon use of the
State's shoreline. In implementing this provision, preference should be given first to
water-dependent uses, then to water-related uses and water-enjoyment uses.

The City should continue to develop information about the impacts of sea level rise on
the shoreline and other affected properties; the City should develop plans to address
the impacts of sea level rise in collaboration with impacted property owners, the
community and the Department of Ecology. These plans should include at minimum
flood prevention approaches, shoreline environment impact considerations and
financing approaches. The City should amend the Shoreline Master Program and other
policy and regulatory tools in the future as necessary to implement these plans.
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E. The City should consider the impacts of sea levelrise as it plans for the rebuild of
Percival Landing and other shoreline improvements and it should be designed to
provide for a reasonable amount of sea level rise consistent with the best available
science and the life cycle of the improvements.

F. The City should collaborate with private property owners, business owners and
community members in the implementation of the Shoreline Master Program to explore
creative ways to reduce ecological impacts when new development or redevelopment
is proposed. This objective may best be accomplished by developing flexible
approaches to shoreline development where the total environmental benefitis
enhanced through such measures. Opportunities for collaboration may include:

1.

Provision of advanced stormwater management and treatment within the
shoreline.

The restoration, repair and replacement of Percival Landing where
appropriate.

Provision of direct physical access to the water where appropriate.

Provision of a shoreline trail where feasible and consistent with applicable
laws.

Provision of native vegetation preservation and restoration where
appropriate.

Bulkhead removal and replacement of hardened shoreline with soft
structural stabilization measures water-ward of Ordinary High Water Mark
(OHWM) where appropriate.

Provision of water related recreation, active playgrounds, and significant art
installations, performance space, or interpretive features where appropriate.

Space for preferred shoreline uses should be reserved. Such planning
should consider upland and in-water uses, water quality, navigation,
presence of aquatic vegetation, existing shellfish protection districts and
critical wildlife habitats, aesthetics, public access and views.

PN11.5 Aquatic Environment Management Policies

A. The Aquatic environment designation should apply to lands water-ward of the
Ordinary High Water Mark.
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Allow new overwater structures only for water-dependent uses, public access, or
ecological restoration.

. The size of new overwater structures should be the minimum necessary to support

the structure’s intended use.

In order to reduce the impacts of shoreline development and increase effective use
of water resources, multiple uses of overwater facilities should be encouraged.

All development and uses on navigable waters or their beds should be located and
designed to minimize interference with surface navigation, to consider impacts to
public views, and to allow for the safe, unobstructed passage of fish and wildlife,
particularly those species dependent on migration.

Uses that adversely impact the ecological functions of critical saltwater and
freshwater habitats should not be allowed except where necessary to achieve the
objectives of RCW 90.58.020, and then only when theirimpacts are mitigated
according to the sequence described in WAC 173-26-201(2)(e) as necessary to
assure no net loss of ecological functions.

Shoreline uses and modifications should be designed and managed to prevent
degradation of water quality and alteration of natural hydrographic conditions.

. Soft shore stabilization methods or habitat restoration approaches should be

encouraged when ecological functions can be improved, such as through
restoration as envisioned in the West Bay Environmental Restoration Assessment
Report for some reaches.

PN11.6 Natural Environment Management Policies

A.

The Natural environment designation should be assigned to shoreline areas if any of
the following characteristics apply:

. The shoreline is ecologically intact and therefore currently performing an important,

irreplaceable function or ecosystem-wide process that would be damaged by
human activity;

The shoreline is considered to represent ecosystems and geologic types that are of
particular scientific and educational interest; or

The shoreline is unable to support new development or uses without significant
adverse impacts to ecological functions or risk to human safety.
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B. Squaxin Parkis one of a few shorelines along Budd Inlet that is ecologically intact.
Therefore, any use or modification that would substantially degrade the ecological
functions or natural character of this shoreline area should not be allowed.

C. Scientific, historical, cultural, educational research uses, and water-oriented
recreation access may be allowed provided that no significant ecological impacts on
the area will result. Recreation uses should be limited to trails and viewing areas.

D. Uses should be highly restricted and allowed only with a conditional use permit for
water-oriented recreational uses.

E. New roads, utility corridors, and parking areas should be located outside of the
shoreline jurisdiction.

PN11.7 Urban Conservancy Environment Management Policies

A. The Urban Conservancy environment designation should be applied to shoreline areas
appropriate and planned for development thatis compatible with maintaining or
restoring ecological functions of the area, that are not generally suitable for water-
dependent uses and that lie in incorporated municipalities and urban growth areas if
any of the following characteristics apply:

1. They are suitable for water-related or water-enjoyment uses;

2. They are open space, flood plain or other sensitive areas that should not be more
intensively developed;

3. They have potential for ecological restoration;
4. Theyretain important ecological functions, even though partially developed; or
5. They have potential for development thatis compatible with ecological restoration.
B. Uses that preserve the natural character of the area or promote preservation of open
space or critical areas should be the primary allowed use. Uses that result in the
restoration of ecological functions should be allowed if the use is otherwise compatible
with the purpose of the Urban Conservancy environment and the setting.
C. Standards should be established for shoreline stabilization measures, vegetation
conservation, water quality, and shoreline modifications. These standards should

ensure that new development does not resultin a net loss of shoreline ecological
functions or further degrade shoreline values.
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Public access trails and public passive recreation should be provided whenever
feasible and significant ecological impacts can be mitigated.

Woater-oriented uses should be given priority over non-water oriented uses. For
shoreline areas adjacent to commercially navigable waters, water-dependent uses
should be given highest priority.

Restoration and protection of shorelands, stream openings and associated wetlands
within the Urban Conservancy environment should be given high priority.

PN11.8 Waterfront Recreation Environment Management Policies

A.

The Waterfront Recreation environment designation should be assigned to shoreline
areas that are or are planned to be used for recreation, or where the most appropriate
use is for recreation open space or habitat conservation.

Development standards should take into account existing improvements and character
of park areas, allow for development of low-intensity recreational uses, and restoration
of shorelines. Low intensity recreation should be non-motorized and not significantly
alter the landscape, such as running and walking, bicycling, wildlife viewing, picnicking,
nature study, and quiet contemplation and relaxation. Associated facilities might
include trails, open fields and lawn areas, picnic shelters, public art, interpretive
exhibits and supporting parking and restrooms.

. Trails, water access, interpretive sites, viewing platforms and passive recreation areas

should be allowed within setbacks and vegetation buffers when significant ecological
impacts can be mitigated.

Preferred uses include trails, water-related recreation, active playgrounds, and
significant art installations, performance space, interpretive features, open lawn areas,
play equipment, shelters, picnic areas, launch ramps, viewing platforms and accessory
uses. Special events may take place.

Shoreline restoration should be a priority. All development should ensure no net loss
of shoreline ecological functions.

PN11.9 Marine Recreation Environment Management Policies

A. The Marine Recreation environment designation should be assigned to areas on the

Port Peninsula that are used or planned to be used for boating facilities, water-oriented
recreation and commercial uses. Preferred uses include:
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1. Boating facilities including marinas, launch ramps, boat moorage, maintenance
and repair, and upland boat storage; together with offices and other associated
facilities;

2. Water-oriented recreation such as trails and viewing areas; water access, water-
related recreation, active playgrounds, and significant art installations,
performance space, or interpretive features; and

3. Water-oriented commercial uses.

B. Operation and management of the Marine Recreation environment should be directed
towards maintaining and enhancing water-oriented services, while ensuring that
existing and future activity does not degrade ecological functions.

C. Alldevelopment should ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions.

D. Innovative approaches to restoration and mitigation should be encouraged, including
incentive and alternative mitigation programs such as Advance Mitigation and Fee In-
lieu.

E. Encourage bulkhead removal and replacement of hardened shoreline with soft
structural stabilization measures.

F. The City recognizes the Port’s responsibility to operate its marine facilities and to
plan for this area’s future use through the development and implementation of its
Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements.

G. The City recognizes that the Marine Recreation shoreline (Reach 5C) and the
adjoining Urban Conservancy/Urban Intensity shoreline in Reach 6A provide a
variety of benefits to the community including boat moorage, utility transmission,
transportation, public access, water enjoyment, recreation, wildlife habitat and
opportunities for economic development. These benefits are put at risk by
continued shoreline erosion. The City recognizes that there exists a need to develop
a detailed plan for shoreline restoration and stabilization for Reaches 5C and 6A
and encourages the Port to partner in this effort.

1. This plan may include:

a. Measures to enhance shoreline stabilization through the introduction of
bioengineered solutions.

b. Measures to incorporate habitat restoration water-ward of the OHWM.
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¢. Measures toincorporate public access and use through trails, public art,
parks and other pedestrian amenities.

d. Measures toincorporate sea levelrise protection.
e. Setbacks, building heights and building design considerations.
2. Uponcompletion of a jointly developed shoreline restoration and stabilization plan

for Reaches 5C and 6A, the City will initiate a limited amendment to the SMP to
implement this Plan.

PN11.10 Shoreline Residential Environment Management Policies

A.

The Shoreline Residential environment designation should be applied to shoreline
areas if they are predominantly single-family or multi-family residential development or
are planned and platted for residential development.

Establish standards for density or minimum frontage width, setbacks, lot coverage
limitations, buffers, shoreline stabilization, vegetation conservation, critical area
protection, and water quality, taking into account the environmental limitations and
sensitivity of the shoreline area, the level of infrastructure and services available, and
other comprehensive planning considerations.

. Multi-family development and subdivisions of land into more than nine (9) parcels

should provide public access.

Commercial development should be limited to water-oriented uses and not conflict
with the character in the Shoreline Residential environment.

Water-oriented recreational uses should be allowed.

Encourage restoration of degraded shorelines in residential areas and preservation of
existing vegetation.

Encourage bulkhead removal and replacement of hardened shoreline with soft
structural stabilization measures.

PN11.11 Urban Intensity Environment Management Policies

A.

The Urban Intensity environment should be assigned to shoreline areas if they currently
support high intensity uses related to commerce, industry, transportation or
navigation, and high-density housing; or are suitable and planned for high-intensity
water-oriented uses.

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 93



. Olympia’s shoreline is characterized by a wide variety of “urban” uses and activities,
including commercial, industrial, marine, residential, and recreational uses. Together,
these uses and activities create a vibrant shoreline that is a key component of
Olympia’s character and quality of life. These types of uses should be allowed within
the Urban Intensity environment, with preference given to Water-Dependent and
Water-Enjoyment uses. Shorelines in this Shoreline Environment Designation (SED) are
highly altered and restoration opportunities are limited. The City’s own Percival Landing
is a good example of how the immediate shoreline in the Urban Intensity SED should be
redeveloped with a focus on public access and enjoyment, sea level rise protection and
restoration of shoreline environmental function where feasible.

. Nonwater-oriented uses may be allowed where they do not conflict with or limit
opportunities for water-oriented uses or on sites where there is no direct access to the
shoreline.

. Preferred uses include water-oriented recreation such as trails and viewing areas,
water access, water-related recreation, active playgrounds, and significant art
installations, performance space, or interpretive features.

Provide for the restoration, repair and replacement of Percival Landing including
consideration of sea level rise protection.

Policies and regulations should assure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions as
a result of new development. Where applicable, new development should include
environmental cleanup and restoration of the shoreline to comply with any relevant
state and federal law.

. Where feasible visual and physical public access should be required as provided for in
WAC 173-26-221(4)(d) and this shoreline program.

. Aesthetic objectives should be implemented by means such as sign control
regulations, appropriate development siting, screening and architectural standards,
and vegetation conservation measures.

Innovative approaches to restoration and mitigation should be encouraged, including
incentive and alternative mitigation programs such as Advance Mitigation and Fee In-
lieu.

Encourage bulkhead removal and replacement of hardened shoreline with soft
structural stabilization measures.

PN11.12 Port Marine Industrial Environment Management Policies
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The Port Marine Industrial environment should be assigned to the shoreline area
located within the portion of the Port of Olympia that supports uses related to water-
oriented commerce, transportation or navigation, or are planned for such uses.

Highest priority should be given to water-dependent and water-related industrial uses.

. The preferred location for non-water-dependent industrial uses is in industrial areas as

far from the shoreline as feasible.

Coordinate planning efforts to ensure that there is adequate land reserved for water-
dependent industrial uses to promote economic development, and to minimize
impacts upon adjacent land uses.

Encourage growth and re-development in areas that are already developed.
Industrial use and development should be located, designed, and operated to avoid or
minimize adverse impacts upon the shoreline and achieve no net loss of shoreline

ecological functions and processes.

Industrial uses and related development projects are encouraged to locate where
environmental cleanup can be accomplished.

. Encourage the cooperative use of docking, parking, cargo handling and storage

facilities on industrial properties.

Innovative approaches to restoration and mitigation should be encouraged, including
incentive and alternative mitigation programs such as Advance Mitigation and Fee In-
lieu.

PN11.13 Archaeological, Historic, and Cultural Resources Policies

A.

The destruction or damage to any site having any archaeological, historic, cultural,
scientific, or educational value as identified by the appropriate authorities, including
affected Indian tribes, and the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, should
be prevented.

PN11.14 Parking Policies

A.

Motor vehicle parking is not a preferred use within the shoreline jurisdiction and should
be allowed only as necessary to support authorized uses.

Where feasible, parking for shoreline uses should be located in areas outside the
shoreline jurisdiction; otherwise locate parking as far landward of the Ordinary High
Water Mark as feasible.
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C.

Parking facilities or lots within the shoreline jurisdiction should utilize low impact best
management practices where feasible to reduce stormwater impacts.

Design and construct parking facilities or lots to be compatible with adjacent uses and
to avoid impacts to the shoreline environment.

Provide walkways between parking areas and the buildings or uses they serve. Such
walkways should be located as far landward of the Ordinary High Water Mark as
feasible.

PN11.15 Public Access Policies

A.

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan

Protect and maintain existing visual and physical public access so that the public may
continue to enjoy the physical, visual, and aesthetic qualities of the shoreline.

Incorporate public access into all new development or redevelopment if it creates or
increases a demand for public access. Public access should also be required if the
proposed use or development impairs existing legal access or rights.

. Protect the rights of navigation and space necessary for water-dependent uses when

identifying locations for public access.

Public access should be commensurate with the scale and character of a proposed
use or development. Requirements should be reasonable, effective and fair to all
affected parties including but not limited to the landowner and the public.

Developments, uses, and activities on or near the shoreline should not impair or
detract from the public's use of the water or rights of navigation.

Impacts resulting from public access improvements should be mitigated in order to
avoid a net loss of shoreline ecological processes and functions.

Public access should be designed to provide for public safety and comfort, and to limit
potential impacts to private property.

. Public access should be designed with provisions for persons with disabilities.

Public access should connect to public areas, undeveloped rights-of-way, and other
pedestrian or public thoroughfares.

Public access and interpretive displays should be provided as part of publicly-funded
projects.
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K. On-site public access may not be required by a new development or redevelopment if

adequate public access already exists in the immediate vicinity, per 18.20.450 and
.460.

PN11.16 Scientific and Educational Activity Policies

A. Encourage scientific and educational activities related to shoreline ecological

functions and processes, including sea level rise resilience.

PN11.17 Signage Policies

A.

Signs should not block or otherwise interfere with visual access to the water or
shorelands.

Signs should be designed and placed so that they are compatible with the aesthetic
quality of the existing shoreline and adjacent land and water uses.

PN11.18 Vegetation Conservation Area Policies

A. Developments and activities within the shoreline jurisdiction should be planned and

designed to protect, conserve and establish native vegetation in order to protect and
restore shoreline ecological functions and system-wide processes occurring within
riparian and nearshore areas such as:

Providing shade necessary to maintain water temperatures required by salmonids,
forage fish, and other aquatic biota;

Regulating microclimate in riparian and nearshore areas;

Providing organic inputs necessary for aquatic life, including providing food in the
form of various insects and other benthic macro invertebrates;

Stabilizing banks, minimizing erosion and sedimentation, and reducing the
occurrence or severity of landslides;

Reducing fine sediment input into the aquatic environment by minimizing erosion,
aiding infiltration, and retaining runoff;

Improving water quality through filtration and vegetative uptake of nutrients and
pollutants;

Providing a source of large woody debris to moderate flows, create hydraulic
roughness, form pools, and increase aquatic diversity for salmonids and other
species; and
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8. Providing habitat for wildlife, including connectivity for travel and migration
corridors.

Restrict clearing and grading within vegetation conservation areas in order to maintain
the functions and values of the shoreline environment, including protection of habitat,
steep slopes and shoreline bluffs. Any alterations should be the minimum necessary
to accommodate an authorized use or development.

. The composition, structure and density of the vegetation should replicate the functions

of a natural, unaltered shoreline to the greatest extent feasible.

Maintaining a well-vegetated shoreline with native species is preferred over clearing
vegetation to create views or provide lawns. Limited and selective clearing for views
and lawns, or for safety, may be allowed when slope stability and ecological functions
are not compromised, but landowners should not assume that an unobstructed view of
the water is guaranteed. Trimming and pruning are preferred over removal of native
vegetation. Property owners should be encouraged to avoid or minimize the use of
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides.

Property owners should be encouraged to preserve and enhance woody vegetation and
native groundcovers to stabilize soils and provide habitat. Maintaining native plant
communities is preferred over non-native ornamental plantings because of their
ecological value.

Develop educational materials and establish a public outreach program to educate

shoreline landowners and community members about the importance of protecting
and enhancing vegetative buffers along the shoreline, including education about the
appropriate and proper usage of fertilizers and pesticides along the shoreline.

PN11.19 View Protection Policies

A.

Preserve views and vistas to and from the water, by public and private entities, to
ensure that the public may continue to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the
shoreline, including views of the water and views of shoreline areas from the water and
the iconic views of the State Capitol and Olympic Mountains.

Development should be designed to preserve and enhance the visual quality of the
shoreline, including views over and through the development from the upland side of
the subject property, and views over and through the development from the water.

PN11.20 Water Quality Policies
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A. Allshoreline uses and activities should be located, designed, constructed, and
maintained to avoid impacts to water quality.

B. Stormwater management facilities for new uses and development should be designed,
constructed, and maintained in accordance with the current Olympia Drainage Design
and Erosion Control Manual of Olympia. To the extent feasible, low impact
development best management practices should be incorporated into every project
along the shoreline.

C. Toreduce impacts to water quality, the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides or other
similar chemical treatments should be avoided. Landscaping should be designed to
avoid or minimize the use of such products. Maintenance activities should use
integrated pest management best practices. Pesticide free areas should be
encouraged.

D. Uses and activities that pose a risk of contamination to ground or surface waters
should be prohibited.

PN11.21 Agriculture Policies

A. Recognize existing agricultural uses within the City and allow them to continue
operating.

B. New agricultural uses should be prohibited.

PN11.22 Aquaculture Policies

A. Aquaculture should not be permitted in areas where it would result in a net loss of
ecological functions, adversely impact eelgrass and microalgae, or significantly
conflict with navigation and other water-dependent uses.

B. Aquaculture facilities should be designed and located so as not to spread disease to
native aquatic life, establish new non-native species which cause significant ecological
impacts, or significantly impact the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline.

PN11.23 Boating Facilities Policies

A. Boatingfacilities, such as marinas and launch ramps, are water-dependent uses and
should be given priority for shoreline location.

B. Boatingfacilities and their accessory uses should be located, designed, constructed
and maintained to achieve the following:
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1. Protect shoreline ecological functions and system-wide processes. When impacts
cannot be avoided, mitigate to assure no net loss to shoreline ecological functions;

2. Maintain use of navigable waters, public access areas, and recreational
opportunities, including overwater facilities;

3. Minimize adverse impacts to adjacent land uses such as noise, light and glare,
aesthetics, and public visual access; and

4. Minimize adverse impacts to other water-dependent uses.

Development of new boating facilities should be coordinated with public access and
recreation plans and should be collocated with Port or other compatible water-
dependent uses where feasible. Affected parties and potential partners should be
included in the planning process.

Boating facilities should provide physical and visual public shoreline access and
provide for multiple uses including water-related uses, to the extent compatible with
shoreline ecological functions and processes.

Upland boat storage is preferred over new in-water moorage.

New covered moorage should be prohibited.

Pilings treated with creosote or other similarly toxic materials should be replaced with

steel or concrete pilings to minimize adverse impacts to water quality. Unused or
derelict pilings should be removed.

PN11.24 Commercial Policies

A.

Give preference to water-dependent commercial uses, then to water-related, and then
water-enjoyment commercial uses in shoreline jurisdiction. Non-water-oriented
commercial uses should require a conditional use permit if located within 100 feet of
the water.

The preferred location for non-water-oriented commercial uses is in commercial areas
no closer than 30 feet from the shoreline.

Coordinate planning efforts between the City and the Port to promote economic
development in downtown Olympia.

Commercial development should be located, designed, and operated to avoid and
minimize adverse impacts on shoreline ecological functions and processes.

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 100



E.

Commercial development should provide public access to shoreline beaches, docks,
walkways, or viewing areas unless such improvements are demonstrated to be
incompatible due to reasons of safety, security, or impact to the shoreline
environment.

Commercial development should be designed to be visually compatible with adjacent
and upland properties and so that the height, bulk, and scale do not impair views.

Commercial development should implement low impact development techniques to
the maximum extent feasible.

PN11.25 Industrial Policies

A.

Give preference to water-dependent industrial uses first, then to water-related
industrial uses over non-water-oriented industrial uses.

Non-water oriented industrial uses should be prohibited within the shoreline
jurisdiction.

. Coordinate planning efforts between the City and the Port to ensure that there is

adequate land reserved for water-dependent industrial uses, to promote economic
development, and to minimize impacts upon adjacent land uses.

Locate water-dependent or water-related industrial marine uses in areas already
established or zoned for industrial use.

Industrial use and development should be located, designed, and operated to avoid
and minimize adverse impacts on shoreline ecological functions and processes.

Transportation and utility corridors serving industrial uses should be located away from
the water’s edge to minimize ecological impacts and reduce the need for waterfront
signs and other infrastructure.

Industrial uses and related development projects are encouraged to locate where
environmental cleanup can be accomplished.

. Encourage the cooperative use of docking, parking, cargo handling and storage

facilities on industrial properties.

Design port facilities to permit viewing of harbor areas from viewpoints, waterfront
restaurants, and similar public facilities which would not interfere with Port operations
or endanger public health or safety.

PN11.26 Recreation Policies
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Public recreation is a preferred use of the shoreline. Recreational uses and
developments that facilitate the public’s ability to reach, touch, and enjoy the water’s
edge, to travel on the waters of the State, and to view the water and shoreline are
preferred. Where appropriate, such facilities should be dispersed along the shoreline
in a manner that supports more frequent recreational access and aesthetic enjoyment
for a substantial number of people.

Water-oriented recreational uses, such as boating, swimming beaches, and wildlife
viewing, should have priority over non-water oriented recreation uses, such as sports
fields. Avariety of compatible recreation experiences and activities should be
encouraged to satisfy diverse recreational needs.

. Recreational developments and plans should promote the conservation and

restoration of the shoreline’s natural character, ecological functions, and processes.

Plan, design, and implement shoreline recreational development consistent with the
growth projections, level-of-service standards, and goals established in Olympia’s
Comprehensive Plan and Parks, Arts and Recreation Plan.

Hiking paths, sidewalks, and bicycle paths in proximity to or providing access to the
shoreline are encouraged.

Recreation facilities should be integrated and linked with linear systems, such as hiking
paths, sidewalks, bicycle paths, easements, and/or scenic drives.

Recreation facilities should incorporate public education and interpretive signs
regarding shoreline ecological functions and processes, historic and cultural heritage.

. Recreation facilities should be designed to preserve, enhance, or create scenic views

and vistas.

Commercial recreation facilities should be consistent with the provisions for
commercial development (see commercial policies above).

PN11.27 Residential Policies

A.

All residential developments should be located, designed, and properly managed to
avoid damage to the shoreline environment and avoid cumulative impacts associated
with shoreline armoring, overwater structures, stormwater runoff, septic systems,
vegetation clearing, and introduction of pollutants.

The overall density of development, lot coverage, setbacks, and height of structures
should be appropriate to the physical capabilities of the site.
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Residential development, including the division of land and the construction of
residential units, should be designed and located so that shoreline armoring and flood
hazard measures will not be necessary to protect land or structures.

Dwelling units and accessory structures should be clustered to preserve natural
features and minimize overall disturbance of the site.

New residential development should provide opportunities for public access.

New residential development should minimize impacts upon views from adjacent
residential areas, in keeping with the Shoreline Management Act.

‘Live-aboard’ vessels associated with marinas may be allowed, but all other overwater
residential development including floating homes should be prohibited. A floating
home permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011 and floating on-water
residences legally established prior to July 1, 2014 will be considered conforming uses.

. Whenever possible, non-regulatory methods to protect, enhance and restore shoreline

ecological functions should be encouraged for residential development.

PN11.28 Transportation Policies

A.

New roads and railroads, and expansions thereof should not be built within the
shoreline jurisdiction. Where this is not feasible, such improvements should be
located and designed to have the least possible adverse effect on the shoreline, not
result in a net loss of shoreline ecological functions, or adversely impact existing or
planned water-oriented uses, public access, and habitat restoration and enhancement
projects.

Maintenance and repair of existing roads and railroads should avoid adverse impacts
on adjacent shorelines and waters.

Transportation facilities should be designed and located to minimize the need for the
following:

1. Structural shoreline protection measures;
2. Modifications to natural drainage systems; and

3. Waterway crossings.
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Planning for transportation and circulation corridors should consider location of public
access facilities, and be designed to promote safe and convenient access to those
facilities.

Pedestrian trails and bicycle paths are encouraged where they are compatible with the
natural character, resources, and ecology of the shoreline.

Piers and bridges for roads, pedestrian trails, bicycle paths, and railroads are preferred
over the use of fill in upland and aquatic areas.

When transportation corridors are necessary, joint use corridors are preferred and
encouraged for roads, utilities, and all forms of transportation/circulation.

PN11.29 Utility Policies

A.

Utility facilities should be designed, located and maintained to minimize harm to
shoreline ecological functions, preserve the natural landscape, and minimize conflicts
with present and planned land and shoreline uses while meeting the needs of future
populations in areas planned to accommodate growth.

Expansion of existing sewage treatment, water reclamation, substations, and power
plants should be compatible with recreational, residential, or other public uses of the
water and shorelands.

Where water crossings are unavoidable, they should be located where they will have
the least adverse ecological impact.

New utilities should use existing transportation and utility sites, rights-of-way and
corridors, rather than creating new corridors.

Utilities should be located and designed to avoid impacts to public recreation and
public access areas, as well as significant historic, archaeological, cultural, scientific
or educational resources.

Encourage the use of utility rights-of-way for public access to and along shorelines.

Design and install utilities in such a way as to avoid impacts to scenic views and
aesthetic qualities of the shoreline area.

PN11.30 Shoreline Modification Policies

A.

Locate and design all new developmentin a manner that prevents or minimizes the
need for shoreline modifications.
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Regulate shoreline modifications to assure that individually and cumulatively, the
modifications do not result in a net loss of shoreline ecological functions.

. Give preference to those types of shoreline modifications that have a lesser impact on

ecological functions.
Require mitigation of impacts resulting from shoreline modifications.

Plan for the enhancement of impaired ecological functions while accommodating
permitted uses. Incorporate all feasible measures to protect ecological functions and
ecosystem-wide processes in the placement and design of shoreline modifications. To
avoid and reduce ecological impacts, use mitigation sequencing set forth in WAC 173-
26-201(2){(e) and Section 3.21 of the SMP.

Give preference to nonstructural flood hazard reduction measures over structural
measures, where feasible.

PN11.31 Dredging Policies

A.

B.

Design and locate new development to minimize the need for dredging.

Allow dredging for water-dependent uses or essential public facilities or both, only
when necessary and when significant ecological impacts are minimized and
appropriate mitigation is provided.

. Allow dredging in locations where a comprehensive management plan has been

evaluated and authorized by local and state governmental entities.

Plan and conduct dredging to minimize interference with navigation and adverse
impacts to other shoreline uses and properties.

Allow maintenance dredging of established navigation channels and basins.

Conduct dredging and disposal in a manner to minimize damage to natural systems,
including the area to be dredged and the area where dredged materials will be
deposited. Disposal of dredge materials on land away from the shoreline is preferred
over open water disposal.

Re-use of dredge materials is encouraged for beneficial uses such as restoration and
enhancement.

Dredging and dredge disposal should not occur where they would interfere with existing
or potential ecological restoration activities.
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Allow dredging for ecological restoration or enhancement projects, beach
nourishment, public access or public recreation provided it is consistent with the
policies and regulations of the Master Program.

PN11.32 Fill Policies

A.

Fill should be located, designed, and constructed to protect shoreline ecological
functions and system-wide processes. The quantity and extent of fill should be the
minimum necessary to accommodate a permitted shoreline use or development.

Fill landward of the Ordinary High Water Mark should be permitted when necessary to
support permitted uses, and when significantimpacts can be avoided or mitigated.

. Fill should be allowed to accommodate berms or other structures to prevent flooding

caused by sea level rise, when consistent with the Olympia Sea Level Rise Response
Plan and the flood hazard reduction provisions in this Shoreline Program. Any such fill
should include mitigation assuring no net loss of ecological functions and system-wide
processes.

Fill for the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of beaches or mitigation projects
should be permitted.

Fill water-ward of the Ordinary High Water Mark should be permitted only to
accommodate water-dependent uses, public access, cleanup of contaminated sites,
the disposal of dredge materials associated with a permitted dredging activity, or other
water-dependent uses that are consistent with the goals and policies of Olympia’s
Shoreline Program.

Fill for the purpose of creating new uplands should be prohibited unless it is part of an
authorized restoration activity.

Fill should not adversely impact navigation.

. Fill should not be allowed where structural shoreline stabilization would be required to

maintain the materials placed.

PN11.33 Moorage Policies

A.

New moorage should be permitted only when it can be demonstrated that there is a
specific need to support a water-dependent or public access use.

Moorage associated with a single-family residence is considered a water-dependent
use provided itis designed and used as a facility to access watercraft, and other
moorage facilities are not available or feasible.
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C. Allow shared moorage for multi-family uses or as part of a mixed use development
when public access is provided.

D. Give preference to buoys over piers, docks, and floats; however, discourage the
placement of moorage buoys where sufficient dock facilities exist.

E. Give preference to shared moorage facilities over single-user moorage where feasible.
New subdivisions of more than two lots and new multi-family development of more
than two dwelling units should provide shared moorage.

F. Moorage facilities should be sited and designed to avoid adversely impacting shoreline
ecological functions and processes, and should mitigate for unavoidable impacts to
ecological functions.

G. Moorage facilities should be spaced and oriented in a manner that minimizes hazards
and obstructions to public navigation rights and corollary rights including but not
limited to boating, swimming, and fishing.

H. Encourage the cooperative use of docking facilities in industrial areas instead of new
facilities.

I. Moorage facilities should be restricted to the minimum size necessary to meet the
needs of the proposed use. The length, width and height of piers, docks and floats
should be no greater than required for safety and practicality for the primary use.

J. Encourage design elements that increase light penetration to the water below existing
or new moorage facilities, such as increasing the structure’s height, modifying
orientation and size, and use of grating as a surface material. No new over-water
covered moorage or boathouses should be allowed.

K. Moorage facilities should be constructed of materials that will not adversely affect
water quality or aquatic plants and animals in the long-term.

PN11.34 Restoration and Enhancement Policies

A. Olympiarecognizes the importance of restoration of shoreline ecological functions
and processes and encourages cooperative restoration efforts and programs
between local, state, and federal public agencies, tribes, non-profit organizations,
and landowners to address shorelines with impaired ecological functions and
processes.

B. Restoration actions should restore shoreline ecological functions and processes as
well as shoreline features and should be targeted towards meeting the needs of
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both sensitive and locally important plant, fish and wildlife species as well as the
biologic recovery goals for State and federally listed species and populations.

C. Coordinate restoration and enhancement with other natural resource management
efforts and plans.

D. Consider restoration actions outside of the shoreline jurisdiction that have a
system-wide benefit.

E. When prioritizing restoration actions, the City will give highest priority to measures
that have the greatest chance of re-establishing shoreline ecological functions and
processes.

F. Incorporate restoration and enhancement measures into the design and
construction of new uses and development, public infrastructure (e.g., roads,
utilities), and public recreation facilities.

G. Shoreline restoration and enhancement should be considered as an alternative to
structural stabilization and protection measures where feasible.

H. All shoreline restoration and enhancement projects should protect the integrity of
adjacent natural resources including aquatic habitats and water quality.

I. Design, construct, and maintain restoration and enhancement projects in keeping
with restoration priorities and other policies and regulations set forth in Olympia’s
Shoreline Program.

J. Design restoration and enhancement projects to minimize maintenance over time.

K. Shoreline restoration and enhancement should not extend water-ward more than
necessary to achieve the intended results.

L. Permanent in-stream structures should be prohibited except for restoration and
enhancement structures, and transportation and utility crossings as described elsewhere
in this Program. In-stream structures should provide for the protection and preservation of
ecosystem-wide processes, ecological functions, and cultural resources. The location and
planning of in-stream structures should give due consideration to the full range of public
interests, watershed functions and processes, and environmental concerns, with special
emphasis on protecting and restoring priority habitat and species.

M. Restoration and enhancement projects may include shoreline modification actions

provided the primary purpose of such actions is clearly restoration of the natural character
and ecological functions of the shoreline.
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PN11.35 Shoreline Stabilization Policies

A.

Preserve remaining unarmored shorelines and limit the creation, expansion and
reconstruction of bulkheads and other forms of shoreline armoring.

New development requiring structural shoreline armoring should not be allowed.
Shoreline use and development should be located and designed in a manner so
that structural stabilization measures are not likely to become necessary in the
future, including a consideration of sea levelrise.

. Structural shoreline armoring should only be permitted when there are no feasible

alternatives, and when it can be demonstrated that it can be located, designed, and
maintained in a manner that minimizes adverse impacts on shoreline ecology and
system-wide processes, including effects on the project site, adjacent properties,
and sediment transport.

The reconstruction or expansion of existing hard armoring should only be permitted

where necessary to protect an existing primary structure or legally existing shoreline
use thatis in danger of loss or substantial damage, and where mitigation of impacts
is sufficient to assure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions and processes.

Encourage the removal of bulkheads and other hard armoring and restore the
shoreline to a more natural condition. Where stabilization is necessary for the
protection of private or public property, alternative measures that are less harmful
to shoreline ecological functions should be employed. An example of such an
approach is included in the West Bay Environmental Restoration Assessment report
for some shoreline reaches.

Nonstructural stabilization measures, including relocating structures, increasing
buffers, enhancing vegetation, managing drainage and runoff, and other measures,
are preferred over structural shoreline armoring.

Failing, harmful, unnecessary, or ineffective structures should be removed.
Shoreline ecological functions and processes should be restored using non-
structural methods.

. Shoreline stabilization and shoreline armoring for the purpose of leveling or

extending property, or creating or preserving residential lawns, yards, or
landscaping should not be allowed.

Shoreline stabilization measures, individually or cumulatively, should notresultin a
net loss of shoreline ecological functions or system-wide processes. Preference
should be given to structural shoreline stabilization measures that have a lesser
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consistent with this Plan. Although these map lines are approximate, all future land uses
should be consistent with the intent of this map and the land use category descriptions in
Appendix A as well as the goals and policies of this Plan. In general, zoning and land uses
should not deviate from the Future Land Use Map boundaries by more than about 200 feet.
Compatible and supporting land uses, such as parks, schools, places of worship, public
facilities and utilities, streets and similar features, are expected within these areas. See
Appendix A regarding acreages, densities, and building heights of each use category.

Proposed rezones shall meet criteria to be adopted into the Olympia Municipal Code that
address:

1. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan.

2. Consistency with the City’s development regulations that implement the
Comprehensive Plan.

Compatibility with adjoining zoning districts and transitioning where appropriate.
4. Adeqguacy of infrastructure for the development potential of the proposed zoning.

w

Future Land Use Map of Olympia and its Urban Growth Area (see Appendix A for larger map).

The community employs regulations, such as zoning, design review, stormwater,
engineering, building, and subdivision standards, to ensure that new development
conforms to the goals and policies described in this chapter. The regulations are
administered by City staff and a Hearing Examiner selected by the City Council. Capital
facility planning and construction by the City of Olympia and other local public agencies
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PL1.8 Bufferincompatible industrial, commercial and residential uses by requiring
landscaped buffers or transitional uses, such as plazas, offices, or heavily landscaped
parking; use natural buffers where possible; utilize design requirements such as increased
setbacks, height limits, and stepbacks for the upper floors of buildings; and require
clustering where warranted.

PL1.9 Require direct, safe, and convenient pedestrian access to commercial and public
buildings from streets, bus stops, and parking lots, and encourage sheltered seating and
other uses of vacant sections of the street edge. (Climate)

PL1.10 Require businesses along transit routes to accommodate transit use by including
building entrances near bus stops or other features such as transit shelters or on-site bus
access. (Climate)

PL1.11 Encourage major commercial projects to include display windows, small shops
with separate entrances, and plazas with seating and other well-landscaped gathering
spaces. (Climate)

PL1.12 Require new, and encourage existing, businesses to provide bicycle parking.
(Climate)

PL1.13 Work with Thurston County to require new development near Hoskins Field, a
General Aviation Airport located in the City of Lacey, to be compatible with the airport.
Although Hoskins Field is in the City of Lacey, the runway approach/departure is over
properties that are located in the Urban Growth Area for the City of Olympia which is in the
jurisdiction of Thurston County. Incompatible land uses should be discouraged. These
incompatible land uses may include residential uses, height hazards, uses that attract
large concentrations of people, wildlife hazards, and special uses such as schools,
hospitals and nursing homes, and uses with explosive or hazardous materials. The City
should consult with the Washington State Department of Transportation Aviation Division
and coordinate with the City of Lacey and Thurston County when developing or amending
policies or regulations that would affect public airports.

PL1.14 Give special consideration to achieving environmental justice within our
community, such as efforts to avoid creating or worsening environmental health disparities

geographically or among community members.

PL1.15 Reduce and mitigate the risk to lives and property posed by wildfires by using land
use planning tools and through wildfire preparedness and fire adaptation measures.

PL1.16 Adopt a moratorium or interim zoning control only in cases of an emergency as
defined by State statute.
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PL3.6 Incentivize new commercial and residential construction to include on-site
rainwater harvesting facilities, exceed required low impact development standards, and
incorporate green stormwater infrastructure approaches. (Climate)

PL3.7 Encourage development that incorporates best practices to mitigate urban heat
islands and stormwater runoff through land use, urban design, and urban greening.
(Climate)

PL3.8 In pedestrian-oriented commercial areas, require sidewalk awnings, shading
features or other weather protection on new and substantially remodeled buildings.
(Climate)

GL4 Land management and landscape practices increase the
resilience of the built environment, ecosystems and communities
to climate change.

PL4.1 Collaborate with private landowners to follow best management practices,
particularly for properties abutting park, forest land, and environmentally sensitive areas.
(Climate)

PL4.2 Provide resources to community members living in Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)
areas to implement fire prevention (e.g., Firewise) practices and support application of
such practices through incentives, outreach, and development standards. (Climate)

PL4.3 Encourage residents to install landscape design features and to keep storm drains
clear to reduce risks from changes in seasonal precipitation. (Climate)

PL4.4 Promote installation of building and landscape design features that encourage water
conservation in new and existing construction. (Climate)

GL5-1. All new and existing buildings are electrified by 2040. New
buildings achieve minimum energy efficiency standards, and all
existing buildings receive energy efficiency retrofits by 2040.

GL5-2. All community members have access to appropriate
heating, cooling and air filtration to shelter during extreme cold,
heat and wildfire smoke events.
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PL5.1 Support state building and energy code development and implementation to
improve energy efficiency and electrify new buildings. (Climate)

PL5.2 Adopt local policies and programs to improve energy efficiency and electrify new and
existing buildings to the greatest extent feasible. Provide technical support, incentives, and
flexible implementation pathways to minimize impacts to renters, affordable housing
providers and small businesses. (Climate)

PL5.3 Encourage retrofits for cooling and air filtration installation in existing buildings.
(Climate)

PL5.4 Incentivize and support weatherization upgrades, passive survivability, cooling and
air filtration systems, and energy redundancy for homes and facilities serving vulnerable
populations. (Climate)

PL5.5 Partner with regional jurisdictions to develop and implement a local policy for
assessment and disclosure of residential energy performance ratings at the time of sale,
lease, orrent. (Climate)

PL5.6 Evaluate and establish baseline energy efficiency standards for rental housing, while
minimizing displacement and financial burden for renters. (Climate)

PL5.7 Evaluate and establish building performance standards that exceed state minimum
standards for multifamily and non-residential buildings. Provide technical support,
incentives, and flexible implementation pathways to minimize impacts to renters,
affordable housing providers and small businesses. (Climate)

PL5.8 Provide technical guidance and other incentives to encourage electrification and
energy efficiency retrofits in existing buildings. Prioritize retrofits in overburdened
communities and include protections to avoid displacement and financial burden on
renters and small businesses. (Climate)

PL5.9 Foster partnerships with organizations serving overburdened communities to ensure
building electrification outreach and incentive programs build capacity and alleviate cost
burdens for all residents. (Climate)

PL5.10 Reduce energy use and phase out natural gas use in existing city-owned facilities

and public infrastructure. Require new city-owned and funded facilities to be built all-
electric. (Climate)

GL6 New construction and redevelopment prioritize materials and
building practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions
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associated with the production, transportation and disposal of
building materials.

PL6.1 Encourage and incentivize the preservation and reuse of existing buildings and
building materials. (Climate)

PL6.2 Evaluate and address development regulations that may pose barriers to reuse and
adaptative reuse of existing buildings. (Climate)

PL6.3 Encourage efficient use of building materials. Provide guidance and resources to
reduce the use of high-embodied carbon materials in new construction and building
retrofits. (Climate)

PL6.4 Analyze and implement opportunities to encourage design for deconstruction and
reuse of materials rather than demolition. (Climate)

GL7 The production of local renewable energy increases
communitywide.

PL7.1 Facilitate the development of community-owned, small-scale renewable energy
generation projects, such as solar and geothermal energy. (Climate)

PL7.2 Support development of local microgrid solar and battery storage facilities,
especially for critical infrastructure and community centers. (Climate)

PL7.3 Update development standards to reduce barriers to siting, permitting, and
construction of small-scale renewable energy and battery storage systems within City
limits. (Climate)

PL7.4 Incentivize or require solar panels, when feasible, on new buildings with large
rooftops, as well as within or over parking areas. (Climate)

PL7.5 Encourage the use and development of bidirectional energy systems to support
renewable energy production and manage peak demand on the electric grid. (Climate)

PL7.6 Install solar photovoltaics on all available and feasible city-owned properties,

including but not limited to, building rooftops, municipal water pump sites and parking
lots. (Climate)

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 123









PL8.3 Protect historic vistas from the Capitol Campus to Budd Inlet and the Olympic
Mountains, and from Budd Inlet to the Capitol Campus.

PL8.4 Safeguard and promote sites, buildings, districts, structures and objects which
reflect significant elements of the area’s history.

PL8.5 Encourage development that is compatible with historic buildings and neighborhood
character, through the use of adaptive reuse of existing structures, as well as
complementary design elements such as mass, scale, materials, setting, and setbacks
when considering new development.

PL8.6 Strive for the early identification and resolution of conflicts between the preservation
of historic resources and competing land uses.

PL8.7 Encourage the protection, loss mitigation, and maintenance of historic trees and
landscapes that have significance to the community or a neighborhood, including species
or placement of trees and other plants.

PL8.8 Encourage historic preservation best practices and consider alternative preservation
tactics, such as adaptive reuse, to discourage demolitions or partial demolitions of intact
historic structures.

PL8.9 Develop a Cultural Resource Management Plan by working collaboratively with
partners such as tribes and the Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation.

GL9 Neighborhoods take pride in their historic identity.

PL9.1 Assist older neighborhoods and districts in discovering the social history and origins
of their built environment to appreciate their historic features and context (also see
Downtown section below).

PL9.2 Facilitate the preservation of historic neighborhood identity and important historic
resources while accommodating infill development that acknowledges the style of the
neighborhood and is of an appropriate scale.

GL10 Historic preservation is achieved in cooperation with all
members of the community and is integrated into City decision-
making processes.
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PL10.1 Work with the State archeologist and local tribes to protect archeological
resources.

PL10.2 Coordinate with adjacent governments including the Squaxin Island Tribe to
provide public information about the area’s history and development.

PL10.3 Recognize the impact and contributions of diverse communities, including but not
limited to marginalized groups, minorities, and people from various cultures, that have
shaped Olympia's history and heritage.

PL10.4 Continue programs such as the Heritage Commission, the Heritage Register and
the historic marker program that effectively identify, recognize, and encourage the
preservation and continued use of historic structures, districts, and sites which provide
physical evidence of the community’s heritage.

PL10.5 Provide incentives and assistance for preserving, restoring, redeveloping and using
historic buildings, districts, neighborhoods, streets, structures, objects and sites.

PL10.6 Support government or non-profit acquisition of the most important historic
resources to ensure their preservation.

PL10.7 Recognize the value of historic preservation as part of the effort to maintain an
affordable housing stock.

PL10.8 Promote economic vitality through historic preservation.

PL10.9 Promote collaboration among City departments, the Heritage Commission and
other commissions, and City Council advisory committees when there are mutual goals

involving historic sites, buildings, and other historic related issues.

GL11 Community beauty is combined with unique neighborhood
identities.

PL11.1 Establish and periodically update a design review process and design criteria
consistent with the goals and policies in the Comprehensive Plan for:

e Commercial and mixed-use developments adjacent to freeways and public streets.

e Other highly-visible, non-residential development, such as the Port of Olympia, and
master planned developments.

e Multifamily residential development and manufactured housing parks
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e Detached homes on smaller lots (less than 5,000 square feet) and in older
neighborhoods (pre-1940).

e Properties listed on the Olympia Heritage Register or located within a locally
designated historic district.

e Infill of multi-unit residences in urban density neighborhoods.

Affordable housing projects and small-scale residential projects, including middle housing
projects, should be reviewed administratively when design review is applicable.

PL11.2 Evaluate and update the design review process when necessary to ensure a
streamlined approach that allows for housing production to meet housing needs
sufficiently.

PL11.3 Require commercial and residential buildings to face the street or a courtyard or
other common area.

PL11.4 Require multifamily housing to incorporate architectural elements and features
common to nearby residential development such as porches, balconies, bay windows,
and similar details; to have entries oriented to streets or a courtyard, and include
accessible open space.

PL11.5 Ensure that parking areas do not dominate street frontages or interrupt pedestrian
routes, and that they are screened from housing.

PL11.6 Prohibit fences and walls that inhibit pedestrians or isolate neighborhoods from
streets, except to reduce noise, provide buffers, or create private rear yards.

PL11.7 Create attractive entry corridors to the community and neighborhoods, especially
Downtown and along urban corridors. Adopt design standards and installing significant
special landscaping along community-entry corridors.

PL11.8 Enhance neighborhood identity by encouraging interested groups to beautify open
spaces and private property.

PL11.9 Require that buildings complement and enhance their surroundings, appeal to and
support pedestrian activities, and facilitate transit use.

PL11.10 Preserve and enhance water vistas by retaining public rights-of-way that abut or

are within one block of water bodies, and by not siting public buildings within associated
view corridors.
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I
Percival Landing is a popular place to take in the views

PL11.11 Plant and protect trees that contribute to Olympia’s visual identity and sense of
place.

PL11.12 Separate incompatible land uses and activities with treed areas, including
buffering residential areas from major streets and freeways.

GL12 Urban green space is available to the public and located
throughout the community. It incorporates natural environments
into the urban setting that are nearby, easily accessible, and
viewable so that people can experience nature daily.

PL12.1 Provide urban green spaces in which to spend time and experience the positive
physical and mental health benefits associated with green spaces. Include such elements
as trees, garden spaces, a variety of vegetation, water features, “green” walls and roofs,
and seating. (Climate)

PL12.2 Provide urban green spaces that are in people’s immediate vicinity and can be
enjoyed or viewed from a variety of perspectives.

PL12.3 Establish a maximum distance to urban green space for everyone in the
community. (Climate)

PL12.4 Increase the area of urban green space and tree canopy within neighborhoods,
especially in areas of the City where community members do not have easily accessible
urban green space and tree canopy. (Climate)
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PL12.5 Establish urban green space between transportation corridors and adjacent areas.

GL13 Community views are protected, preserved, and enhanced.

PL13.1 Implement public processes, including the use of digital simulation software, to
identify important landmark views and observation points and update the list of views
when necessary.

PL13.2 Use visualization tools to identify view planes and sightline heights between the
landmark view and observation point.

PL13.3 Prevent blockage of landmark views by limiting the heights of buildings or
structures on the west and east Olympia ridge lines.

PL13.4 Avoid height bonuses and incentives that interfere with landmark views that have
been identified through community planning processes.

PL13.5 Set absolute maximum building heights to preserve publicly-identified observation
points and landmark views.

PL13.6 Protect views identified through community planning processes, such as the
Downtown Strategy (see Appendix B), as well as views from West Bay Park to Mt. Rainier,
East Bay Overlook to the Capitol Dome, and Deschutes Parkway to Mt. Rainier.

|

Loaking across the waiér from Perci\}al Landing with_the Olympics in the distance.

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 130












PL16.10 Encourage adaptive reuse and commercialinfill for existing vacant or
underutilized buildings as a way to create economic opportunities for small local
businesses while also promoting historic preservation for structures and neighborhoods
and reducing the potential for the perception of blight that could be caused by vacant
storefronts.

GL17 Commercial areas are attractive, functional, and appealing.

PL17.1 Work with businesses and residents to help make commercial areas functional,
efficient, and attractive.

PL17.2 Establish maximum building heights that are proportional to streets, informed by
market analysis, retain scenic views, and result in compatibility with adjoining
development.

PL17.3 Seek opportunities to create or enhance town squares framed by commercial or
civic buildings, pocket parks, plazas and other small public or private spaces in Downtown
or other high-density areas.

PL17.4 Ensure that commercial uses are compatible with adjoining residential districts.
This might include prohibiting reflective surfaces, screening solid waste and parking areas,
regulating emissions, reducing building sizes and increasing setbacks near residential
districts, screening parking areas, and requiring facades with architectural features that
reduce the appearance of a commercial building’s size, such as stepbacks and tiering
above three stories.

PL17.5 Require site designs for commercial and public buildings that will complement
nearby development and either maintain or improve the appearance of the area. This may
include building designs with a defined bottom, middle, and top; appealing architectural
elements such as windows, wall detailing; fountains; and the use of balconies, stepped
back stories and pitched roofs that reduce the perceived size of the building.

PL17.6 Create visual continuity along arterial streets through coordinated site planning,
landscaping, building designs, signs and streetscapes.

PL17.7 Require screening of unattractive site features such as mechanical equipment and
large solid waste receptacles such as dumpsters, while maintaining good access for

collection and maintenance.

PL17.8 Use design standards to ensure pedestrians and bicyclists have safe, direct,
convenient access to commercial and public buildings.
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* Housing and employment densities sufficient to support frequent transit
service

* Wide continuous sidewalks with trees, attractive landscaping, and
pedestrian-scale furniture, as appropriate

e Multi-story buildings oriented toward the street rather than parking lots

* Parking spaces located behind the buildings or in structures

The land use designations along these streets vary (see the Future Land Use Map at the
end of this chapter) to promote a gradual increase in density and scale of uses that support
and remain in context with the adjacent neighborhoods. Slightly less intensive land uses at
the fringes of these corridors will create a gradual transition from the activity of the major
street edge to less-dense areas in adjacent neighborhoods.

These outer reaches of the urban corridors will feature buildings and sidewalks with safe
and easy pedestrian access. Sidewalks will link those walking and rolling to bus stops,
stores, neighboring residences, free-standing businesses on corners, and perimeter
sidewalks.

“Gateways” to Olympia are to be located at the entry/exit points of landscaped “civic
boulevards,” at city boundaries, topographical changes, transition in land use, and shifts
in transportation densities. Three of the eight gateways are located at the city limits and
may include “Welcome to Olympia” signage. Gateways provide a grand entrance into the
capital city of the State of Washington. Gateways are to be densely planted with trees and
native understories; consideration will be given to the maximum landscaping and
amenities feasible. Each civic boulevard will have a distinctive special environmental
setting thatis shaped by a public planning process that involves community members,
neighborhoods, and City officials. Civic boulevards are to be densely planted with trees
and native understory; consideration will be given to the maximum landscaping and
amenities feasible.
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spaces, parking lots behind buildings; and a compatible mix of residential uses close to
commercial uses.

PL18.4 Establish minimum housing densities in urban corridors to support frequent transit
service and sustain area businesses.

PL18.5 Ensure appropriate transitional land uses from high intensity land uses along the
arterial streets of the urban corridors to the uses adjacent to the corridors; corridor
redevelopment should enhance both the corridor and quality of life in adjacent residential
neighborhoods.

PL18.6 Focus public intervention and incentives on encouraging housing in the portions of
the urban corridors nearest Downtown and other areas with substantial potential for
redevelopment consistent with this Plan. These include, for example, the area from the
Fourth Avenue/Pacific Avenue intersection east to Pattison Avenue, and the area near the
intersection of Harrison Avenue and Division Street, the Martin Way Corridor, and the
Capital Mall Triangle Subarea. Corridorimprovements should supportincreased housing
capacity while coordinating with broader goals for pedestrian and multimodal
infrastructure, consistent with the Transportation and Climate chapters.

PL18.7 Utilize the Martin Way Corridor study as a guide for future planning efforts along the
Martin Way Corridor.

PL18.8 Include public art and public spaces in the urban landscape.

PL18.9 Evaluate the application and size of the Urban Corridors designation. This should
include, but not be limited to, consideration of the width of the Urban Corridor designation
and the allowed densities and land uses. The evaluation should also address how to
transition from the more intense land uses along these corridors to the lower intensity uses
in adjacent neighborhoods.

GL19 Olympia’s neighborhoods provide housing choices that fit
the diversity of local income levels and lifestyles. They are shaped
by thorough public planning processes that involve community
members, neighborhoods, and City officials.

PL19.1 Establish eight gateways with civic boulevards that are entry/exit pathways along
major streets to downtown Olympia and the Capitol.

PL19.2 Concentrate multifamily housing into three high-density neighborhoods: Downtown
Olympia, the Pacific/Martin/Lilly Triangle, and the area surrounding Capital Mall.
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government, commerce, and industry. Given its history, physical location, and identity,
Downtown Olympia will continue to be the heart of Olympia and the region.

GL21 Regional urban activity is centered in Downtown Olympia.

PL21.1 Continue implementing the Downtown Strategy which addresses housing, public
spaces, parking management, rehabilitation and redevelopment, architecture and cultural
resources, building skyline and views, and relationships to the Port peninsula and Capitol
Campus.

PL21.2 Include public art and public spaces in the Downtown landscape.

PL21.3 Through aggressive marketing and extra height, encourage intensive downtown
residential and commercial development that is of sufficient density to support frequent
transit service.

PL21.4 Through interdepartmental coordination and collaboration, encourage commercial
occupancy in existing underutilized or vacant buildings to increase the economic vitality of
Downtown.

PL21.5 Encourage development that caters to a regional market.
PL21.6 Coordinate with the State of Washington and Port of Olympia to ensure that both

the Capitol Campus plan and Port peninsula development are consistent with and support
the community’s vision for Downtown Olympia.

Community members enjoying Harbor Day activities in the'Drowntown.
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PL21.7 Landscape Downtown with trees (both for aesthetics and functions such as shade),
planters and baskets, banners, community gardens and other decorative
improvements.

GL22 Downtown designs express Olympia’s heritage and future in
a compact and pedestrian-oriented manner.

PL22.1 Regulate the design of Downtown development with specific but flexible guidelines
that allow for creativity and innovation, enhance historic architecture and recognize the
distinct areas of Downtown described in the Downtown Strategy, and do not discourage
development.

PL22.2 Require that Downtown development provide active spaces, adequate sunlight and
air-flow and minimize 'blank’ walls at street level.

PL22.3 Require development designs that favor pedestrians over cars by including awnings
and rain protection that blend with historic architecture, create interest, and minimize
security and safety risks. Development designs should also foster cultural events,
entertainment, and tourism.

PL22.4 Provide for private use of public lands and rights-of-way when in the best interest of
the community.

PL22.5 Design streets with landscaping, wide sidewalks, underground utilities and a
coordinated pattern of unifying details.

PL22.6 Designate 'pedestrian-oriented streets' where most of the frontage will have
'people-oriented' activities and street-level buildings will have a high proportion of glass.
Prohibit parking lots along these streets, except when preserving scenic views and instead
provide surface parking along other streets.

PL22.7 Plant, maintain, and protect Downtown trees for enjoyment and beauty and shade.
Coordinate planting, with special attention to Legion Way and Sylvester Park, and a buffer
from the Port’s marine terminal.

PL22.8 Evaluate reducing the number of zone districts and land use designations within the

Plum Street corridor from Interstate 5 to the State Avenue vicinity, including the Eastside
Street area.
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contribute to an interconnected, beautiful, and functional city. Together, they tell the story
of Olympia’s past and present, and a warm and welcoming future for all community
members. The City of Olympia invests in neighborhoods because they are the right location
to foster activities that improve social well-being and engage residents in improving and
maintaining their shared physical spaces.

Social connections are an important part of a community and a neighborhood. One way to
strengthen social connections is through careful design of the built environment. Designs
that allow people to share the same physical space of their neighborhood provides
opportunities for social interactions. These designs (also referred to as ‘social
infrastructure’) include sidewalks and appropriate bike facilities leading from residential
areas to commercial and neighborhood-oriented businesses, other neighborhood
amenities such as parks, plazas, and other small public or publicly accessible private
spaces. Development designed with social connections in mind can often serve as activity
hubs or small-scale town squares. Through neighborhood planning, land use design,
transportation planning, and development regulations we can provide opportunities for
needed social interaction and to foster a sense of community.

—

One of Olympia’s many attractive neighborhoods .

Neighborhood character is made up of a variety of elements that give a neighborhood its
distinct identity. Neighborhood characteristics are not stagnant and will change over time.
Consideration of neighborhood character will vary by the unique features of a
neighborhood and includes the physical attributes that contribute to its sense of place and
identity. These elements may include, but are not limited to, a neighborhood’s land use,
urban design, visual resources, and historic resources. This includes design elements of
buildings (mass, scale, materials, setting, and setbacks), parks and open space, land uses
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and development designs that encourage social interaction, provision of City utilities,
street grids and connections, and street trees.

Our community considers it essential that all neighborhoods become accessible,
sustainable, and culturally inclusive.

e Accessible: Includes ADA compliance, multimodal mobility for all ways of getting
around, whether walking, rolling, biking, taking transit or driving, and housing
affordability.

e Sustainable: Promotes a healthy environment, a diverse and resilient local
economy, and historic preservation, including reuse and adaptability of existing
buildings.

e Culturally inclusive: Recognizes, supports and promotes diverse housing types,
strong arts and historic preservation, and the various contributions of diverse
Olympians, past and present.

Each neighborhood should have:

* Narrow, tree-lined streets that are easy and interesting to use for walking or rolling,
bicycling, and travel by transit.

* A system of open space and trails with a neighborhood park.

* Diverse housing types that accommodate varying income levels, household sizes,
and lifestyles.

e Sufficient housing densities to support frequent transit service and sustain
neighborhood businesses.

* Small-scale commercial uses that provide goods and services to nearby residents.

* A ‘neighborhood center’ with businesses serving area residents.

A small grocery store in the Wildwood neighborhood.
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PL28.3 Require 'master plans' for villages that encompass the entire site and specify the
project phasing, street layout and design, lot arrangement, land uses, parks and open
space, building orientation, environmental protection and neighborhood compatibility
measures.

PL28.4 Provide for a compatible mix of housing in each village with pleasant living,
shopping and working environment, pedestrian-oriented character, well-located and sized
open spaces, attractive, well-connected streets, and a balance of retail stores, offices,
housing, and public uses.

PL28.5 Require a neighborhood center, a variety of housing, connected trails, prominent
open spaces, wildlife habitat, and recreation areas in each village.

PL28.6 Require that villages retain the natural topography and major environmental
features of the site and incorporate water bodies and stormwater ponds into the design to
minimize environmental degradation.

—

IA_andscap.ing‘énhances a stormwater pond ina City Park. -

PL28.7 Locate parking lots at the rear or side of buildings, to avoid pedestrian interference
and to minimize street frontage. Landscape any parking adjacent to streets and minimize
parking within villages by reducing requirements and providing incentives for shared
parking.

PL28.8 Require village integrity but provide flexibility for developers to respond to market
conditions.
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GL29 In collaboration with community partners, local Thurston
County food production is encouraged and supported to increase
self-sufficiency, reduce environmental impact, adapt to future
climate conditions, promote health and the humane treatment of
animals and support the local economy.

PL29.1 Actively partner with community organizations to provide education and
information about the importance of local food systems.

PL29.2 Encourage residential landscapes to include pollinator gardens, drought-tolerant
plants, food gardens, and biodiverse plants as an alternative to maintaining a lawn.
(Climate)

PL29.3 Collaborate with community partners to ensure that everyone, including but not
limited to young and beginning farmers, persons of color, and veterans, within Olympia is
within walking, rolling, or biking distance of a place to grow food.

PL29.4 Encourage for-profit gardening and farming in the community.
PL29.5 Purchase locally grown food when possible.

PL29.6 Allow food-producing gardens on rooftops, and offer incentives to include
greenhouses for year-round food production.

PL29.7 Recognize the value of open space and other green spaces as areas of potential
food production.

PL29.8 Work with community organizations to develop strategies, measure, and set goals
forincreasing local food production.

PL29.9 Work with local governments throughout the region to help protect existing
agricultural lands and develop and promote a vibrant local food economy.

PL29.10 Partner with community organizations to help educate community members who
are interested in raising animals for food in the city. This might include information about
protecting animals from predators, maintaining sanitary conditions, and treating animals
humanely.

PL29.11 Educate and encourage community members to purchase from local farms and

small producers as an alternative to factory farms that may engage in inhumane treatment
of animals.
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The commercial uses are intended to help support the residential use of the area by
providing retail and personal services within walking or rolling distance of the housing.
Housing in these high-amenity areas will contribute to community vitality, include well-
designed buildings on continuous street edges, link one area with another, encourage
pedestrian activity, and include visible public spaces that increase safety and decrease
vandalism.

Planned Developments. This designation includes areas of mixed uses where specific
'master plans' are required prior to development. These master plans are prepared and
proposed by one or a few parties and are subject to review and confirmation by the City.
This designation is intended to achieve more innovative designs than in conventional
developments while ensuring compatibility with existing uses in the area. Innovative
designs may include offering a wider variety of compatible housing types and densities,
neighborhood convenience businesses, recreational uses, open space, trails and other
amenities. Generally, residential densities should range from seven to 13 units per acre,
but the specific mix of land uses will vary with the zoning, environment, and master plan of
each site. In addition to a variety of housing types, these areas may include neighborhood
centers as described above. Each of the two planned developments along Yelm Highway
may include a larger neighborhood-oriented shopping center with a supermarket. The
planned development designation also includes retaining certain existing, and potentially
new, manufactured housing parks in locations suitable for such developments. Two
unique planned developments include substantial government office buildings and related
uses - these are the Capitol Campus; and Evergreen Park, which includes the site of the
Thurston County courthouse.

Professional Offices & Multifamily Housing. This designation accommodates a wide
range of offices, services, limited retail uses specifically authorized by the applicable
zoning district, and moderate- to high-density multifamily housing in structures as large as
four stories.

Urban Corridors. This designation applies to certain areas in the vicinity of arterial streets.
Generally, more intense commercial uses and larger structures should be located near the
street edge with less intensive uses and smaller structures farther from the street to
transition to adjacent designations. Particular 'nodes' or intersections may be more
intensely developed. Opportunities to live, work, shop and recreate will be located within
walking and rolling distance of these areas.

Urban Waterfront. Consistent with the State’s Shoreline Management Act, this
designation provides for a compatible mix of commercial, light industrial, limited heavy

industrial, and multifamily residential uses along the waterfront.

Central Business District. This designation provides for a wide range of activities that
make Downtown Olympia the cultural, civic, commercial and employment heart of the
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community. A dense mix of housing, pedestrian-oriented land uses and proximity to transit
make a convenient link between Downtown, the State Capitol, the waterfront, and other
activity centers in the region. The scale, height and bulk of development reinforce
Downtown Olympia’s historic character, buildings, places and street layout.

General Commerce. This designation provides for commercial uses and activities that
are heavily dependent on convenient vehicle access but which minimize adverse impact
on the community, especially on adjacent properties having more restrictive development
characteristics. The area should have safe and efficient access to major transportation
routes. Additional "strip" development should be limited by filling in available space in a
way that accommodates and encourages pedestrian activity.

Auto Services. This designation conserves areas for concentrating land uses associated
with automobile and other motor vehicle sales and services. Alternative uses, such as
professional offices, may be permitted if compatible with the primary purpose of the
designation.

Medical Services. This designation conserves areas in the vicinity of hospitals for
concentrating medical services and facilities, associated uses, and moderate to high-
density housing.

Light Industry. This designation provides for light industrial uses, such as assembly of
products and warehousing, and compatible, complementary commercial uses.

Industry. This designation provides for heavy industrial development, such as
manufacturing, transportation terminals, and bulk storage, and complementary
commercial uses in locations with few land use conflicts, minimal environmental
constraints, and adequate freight access.

High-Density Neighborhoods Overlay: This designation provides for multifamily
residential, commercial and mixed-use neighborhoods with densities of at least 25
dwelling units per acre for residential uses that are not re-using or redeveloping existing
structures. New mixed-use developments include a combination of commercial floor area
ratios and residential densities that are compatible with a high-density residential
neighborhood. The heightin these neighborhoods will be determined by zoning and based
onthe "Height and View Protection Goals and Policies.”
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PT4.6 Encourage the Port of Olympia to transition diesel-powered freight vehicles serving
the Port to zero-emission fuels. (Climate)

PT4.7 Encourage the school district to transition diesel-powered school buses to zero-
emission fuels. (Climate)

PT4.8 Convert City fleet to zero-emission vehicles and develop supporting infrastructure

and programs. (Climate)

GT5 Electric vehicle charging infrastructure is sufficient to support
the transition to electric vehicles.

PT5.1 Require EV charging infrastructure and EV-ready parking wherever parking is
provided for new and renovated buildings and parking lots. (Climate)

PT5.2 Evaluate barriers to equitable access to EV charging and develop a strategy to
ensure all community members can access low-cost EV charging regardless of where they
live or work. (Climate)

PT5.3 Provide public EV charging at city-owned facilities and parking lots. (Climate)

PT5.4 Encourage and incentivize the provision of low-cost EV charging for multifamily

housing. (Climate)

GT6 Seek ways to reduce the urban heat island effect in street
design.

PT6.1 Include trees in street design to shade sidewalks, protect asphalt from heat, and
buffer pedestrians. Proper selection, care, and placement are critical to long-term
maintenance of trees along streets, pavement, and sidewalks. (Climate)

PT6.2 Include vegetation in street designs to reduce heat island and stormwater impacts
and to improve the visual appeal of streets. (Climate)

PT6.3 Where feasible, use pavement and sidewalk materials that reduce heat island and
stormwater impacts. (Climate)
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PT8.2 Build streets with individual lanes that are as narrow as safely possible to discourage
speeding while making sure service vehicles can enter areas where they are needed.

PT8.3 Establish speed limits to create a safe environment for pedestrians and bicyclists,
especially in school zones.

PT8.4 Reduce the impact of traffic on pedestrians by creating buffers such as on-street
parking, trees, planter strips, wide sidewalks, and creating interest along the street with
amenities and building design.

PT8.5 Create attractive streetscapes with sidewalks, trees, planter strips, and pedestrian-
scale streetlights. In denser areas, provide benches, building awnings, and attractive and
functional transit stops and shelters. (Climate)

PT8.6 Build intersections that are safe for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. Use
minimum dimensions (narrow lanes and crossings) for a human-scale environment while
maintaining vehicle access and safety.

PT8.7 Add compact roundabouts and other traffic calming features where appropriate for
speed management and safety.

PT8.8 Use medians for access control that minimizes the number of vehicle lanes, to add
pedestrian crossing islands, and to add vegetation.

PT8.9 Build streets in a grid pattern of small blocks to allow streets to be narrow and low-
volume, encourage walking and rolling, and provide a choice of routes.

PT8.10 Minimize driveways along major streets to reduce conflicts between drivers and
bicyclists and pedestrians. Encourage shared driveways or provide access off side streets
and alleys.

PT8.11 Require consolidation of driveways and parking lot connectivity for adjacent
commercial areas to facilitate access from one site to another without having to access
the street.

PT8.12 Study converting 4th and State Avenues to two-way streets. If feasible, do a pilot
project to study the impacts. Prioritize the study relative to other projects during the next
update of the Transportation Master Plan.

PT8.13 Consider modified street design to enhance the function of a street for a particular

mode, such as bicycling, or to support the unique identity of a street, such as a historic
district.
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The Fairview Pathway connects Fairview Street to the Karen Fraser Woodland Trail.

e

GT12 Pathways enhance the transportation network by providing
direct and formal off-street routes for bicyclists and pedestrians.

PT12.1 Establish and improve pathways in existing built areas.
PT12.2 Require new developments to provide direct bicycle and pedestrian pathways that
connect to adjacent developed properties. These will be at the same interval spacing as

street spacing requirements or at closer intervals.

PT12.3 Use pathways to connect new development to adjacent schools, parks, trails, and
shopping areas.

PT12.4 Install signs at pathways to indicate they are open to the public and an official part
of the transportation network.

PT12.5 Coordinate with the state of Washington to increase bicycle and pedestrian access
through the Capitol Campus.

GT13 A network of regional and local trails enhances mobility for
bicyclists and pedestrians.
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PT19.4 Encourage public services, major employers, and senior and multi-family housing
to locate along urban corridors.

PT19.5 Encourage public agencies to build in the urban corridors, so community members
and employees can easily walk, roll, bike, or take public transit to these buildings. Work
with the state of Washington to include urban corridors in the state’s preferred leasing
area.

PT19.6 Partner with the cities of Lacey and Tumwater to pursue the coordinated
transportation and land use objectives identified for the urban corridors.

]
|
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A peron walks on the tree-lined sidewalks of Briggs Drive.

GT20 Streets are safe and inviting public spaces where people
want to be.

PT20.1 Design streets to enhance the unique qualities and “sense of place” of a
neighborhood or district.

PT20.2 Design streets as gathering spaces and destinations and highlight their cultural and
natural features.

PT20.3 Look for opportunities to create multi-use, public spaces along streets and
encourage public and private efforts to make these places unique and memorable.
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PT21.4 Continue implementing policies to eliminate minimum parking requirements along
urban corridors.

GT22 Intercity Transit’s short- and long-range plans are supported.

PT22.1 Support Intercity Transit’s existing and planned services and facilities by ensuring
that street standards, system operational efficiencies, land uses, and site design support
transit along current and future routes.

PT22.2 Coordinate with Intercity Transit on bus stop locations so they are safe, accessible,
and inviting for pedestrians and bicyclists.

PT22.3 Build in-lane bus stops instead of bus pullouts to help keep transit on time.

PT22.4 Consult with Intercity Transit when new developments are being reviewed so that
current and future bus routes can be accessed by transit vehicles. (Climate)

PT22.5 Make transit more inviting by designing transit access at major destinations such as
worksites, schools, medical facilities, and shopping complexes in a manner that allows
efficient access for buses. Put bus stops in locations that are more convenient than
parking areas.

PT22.6 Coordinate with Intercity Transit in requiring developers to provide facilities that
help transitriders easily walk, roll, or bike to and from stops, such as shelters, awnings,

cooling features, bike parking, walkways, benches, and lighting. (Climate)

PT22.7 Encourage Intercity Transit to provide service to passenger rail stations or other
intermodal facilities. (Climate)

PT22.8 Explore opportunities for circulator transit routes to enhance connectivity between
urban corridors, their adjacent neighborhoods, and the city center.

PT22.9 Encourage Intercity Transit to maintain a fare-free system. (Climate)

GT23 The region is prepared to advance high-capacity
transportation.
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Streetscape enhancements include awnings, trees, and wide sidewalks.

GT28 Streetscapes buffer pedestrians from motor vehicle traffic,
enhance the experience of walking and rolling, and increase the
attractiveness of an area.

PT28.1 Separate sidewalks from motor vehicle traffic with buffers of trees and
landscaping. Consider integrating green stormwater infrastructure into buffers as
appropriate.

PT28.2 Allow on-street parking as a buffer, where appropriate, between pedestrians and
motor vehicle traffic.

PT28.3 Provide sidewalks wide enough to include the “streetscape” elements and space
needed to support active street life. In busy pedestrian areas, install benches, artwork,
café seating, and other features to make streets interesting and inviting, while maintaining
safe walking surfaces and adequate space for those using walking aids such as scooters or
wheelchairs.

PT28.4 Require continuous awnings over the sidewalk along building frontages in densely-
developed areas to protect pedestrians from weather; encourage them everywhere else.

PT28.5 Use pedestrian-scale lighting to make sidewalks feel safe and inviting at night.

PT28.6 Consider City investments to retrofit streets and add wide sidewalks and
streetscape improvements as a method of drawing development to targeted areas.

PT28.7 Integrate inviting bus stops and shelters into streetscape design.
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PT30.6 Encourage employers to support telework and compressed work weeks.

PT30.7 Give City employees high-quality commuter services and incentives, while limiting
parking availability, to discourage drive-alone commuting.

0
r

;& i‘amii'\'/-rides bikes home from school.

PT30.8 Encourage students to walk, roll, bike, or rideshare to reduce congestion near
schools, to introduce them to transportation options, to encourage more exercise, and, at
high schools, reduce the need for parking.

PT30.9 Coordinate City and school district policies to site new schools in locations where
students can easily walk or bike to school, and where school employees and students can
commute on public transit.

PT30.10 Provide sidewalks, bike lanes, trails, pathways, and crossing facilities near
schools to encourage students to walk and bike.

GT31 Parking is provided in a way that makes its costs clearer to
the driver, so people can make better-informed choices about
whether to drive.
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Transportation 2045 Major Street Network — Westside
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Transportation 2045 Major Street Network — Northeast
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Transportation 2045 Major Street Network — Southeast
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Pedestrian Network: Sidewalks
Westside
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Pedestrian Network: Sidewalks
Northeast
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Pedestrian Network: Enhanced Crosswalks
Westside
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Pedestrian Network: Enhanced Crosswalks
Northeast
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Pedestrian Network: Enhanced Crosswalks
Southeast
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Pedestrian Network: Curb Ramps
Westside
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Pedestrian Network: Curb Ramps
Northeast
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Pedestrian Network: Curb Ramps
Southeast
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Network: Neighborhood Pathways
Westside
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Network: Neighborhood Pathways
Northeast
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Network: Neighborhood Pathways
Southeast
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Bicycle Network
Westside
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Bicycle Network
Northeast
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Bicycle Network
Southeast
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Transportation Corridors and Focus Areas Map
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https://nacto.org/publication/transit-street-design-guide/introduction/why/designing-move-people/




2045 Projected PM Peak Traffic Volume by Street Segment and Lane Direction
Westside
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2045 Projected PM Peak Traffic Volume by Street Segment and Lane Direction
Downtown
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2045 Projected PM Peak Traffic Volume by Street Segment and Lane Direction
Northeast
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2045 Projected PM Peak Traffic Volume by Street Segment and Lane Direction
Southeast
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allowed in low density neighborhoods, reducing setbacks and allowing deferral of
impact fees. Some of these actions are ongoing, while others can be strengthened
or extended to new areas.

Adequate and affordable housing is critical to a healthy community. The Growth
Management Act directs each community to plan for it by:

e Promoting a variety of residential densities and housing types.

e Encouraging preservation of existing housing stock.

e Identifying sufficient land for housing, including government-assisted
housing, housing for low-income families, manufactured housing, multi-
family housing, group homes, and foster-care facilities.

e Planning for and accommodating housing for allincome levels by updating
goals, policies, zoning, and land capacity to include moderate-density
housing, emergency and supportive housing, and future housing needs by
income bracket.

e Addressing equity and displacement by identifying and mitigating racially
disparate impacts, engaging vulnerable communities, and adopting anti-
displacement and affordability-preservation policies.

The strategies of this chapter depend on well-formulated design standards to
promote flexibility and innovation while enhancing the character of neighborhoods.
We seek to establish and encourage diversity in housing opportunities and link
diverse neighborhoods. With a strong foundation in preserving our heritage, our
community can incorporate new housing and other developments in a manner that
continues our legacy of well-planned neighborhoods. The housing goals and
policies below provide a framework for residential land uses in Olympia and its
urban growth area (UGA) as well as support for affordable housing.

While Olympia offers a diverse range of housing types, the city faces a significant risk
of physical displacement*, particularly due to the loss of existing low-income
homeownership and inadequate supply of affordable rental units for very-low-
income households (households that make 30-50% of our area median income). Our
housing strategy must prioritize preserving and maintaining existing affordable units
to prevent displacement and keep people in their homes.

The Housing Displacement Analysis evaluated Olympia’s existing housing policies
and identified that certain policies focused on preserving neighborhood character
may have contributed to exclusionary outcomes by limiting the development of
diverse and affordable housing types. These policies — often in single-family
residential zones — can have racially disparate impacts by restricting access to
high-opportunity neighborhoods for lower-income and black, indigenous, and other
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people of color (BIPOC) households. In response, Olympia is committed to revising
land use policies to promote equitable access and prevent displacement.

Olympia has not been exempt from acts of racial housing discrimination. Historic
plats throughout the City of Olympia have included racial covenants that explicitly
prohibited persons who are “other than the Caucasianrace.” Olympia’s urban core
has been identified as having the highest density of racial and ethnic minorities,
most likely due to this area historically being one of the few within the City limits to
allow apartments and affordable rental properties. Downzoning in the 1980’s and
1990’s further limited most of Olympia’s residential areas to single family homes
and townhomes - typical homeownership options. Whether intentional or not, this
had the effect of excluding most renters - disproportionately people of lower
income and people of color—from finding residency in these neighborhoods.

The City of Olympia unanimously adopted a City Council resolution requesting the
Washington State Government and the Federal Government to create a
commission to study reparations for the descendants of enslaved African people
and to implement recommendations of that commission. Meanwhile, connecting
our own Olympia Strong initiatives, Comprehensive Plan, Fair Housing Assessment,
Capital Facilities, and non-government and governmental partnerships to our
plans, and research cities that have taken similar actions. These actions will
continue to help the City remove remaining systemic racial barriers.

*Displacement is due to eviction, acquisition, rehabilitation, or demolition of
property, or the expiration of covenants on rent orincome-restricted housing.
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and affordability. Use both incentives and regulations, such as minimum and
maximum density limits, to achieve such efficient use.

PH1.2 Adopt zoning that allows a wide variety of housing types and densities.

PH1.3 Allow ‘clustering' of housing with the adjacent neighborhood to preserve and
protect environmentally sensitive areas.

PH1.4 Disperse low- and moderate-income and special needs housing throughout
the urban area.

PH1.5 Promote affordable housing across the community by streamlining
regulatory reviews, reducing delays and costs, eliminating barriers to development,
permitting accessory dwelling units, and allowing a wide range of housing types.

PH1.6 Allow manufactured homes on individual lots, promote preservation of
existing manufactured home parks, and enable these parks in multi-family and
commercial areas, all subject to design standards ensuring that the units are
appropriately scaled and designed to integrate with surrounding housing and land
uses.

PH1.7 Encourage and provide incentives for residences above businesses.

PH1.8 In all residential areas, allow small cottages, townhouses, and accessory
dwelling units.

PH1.9 Encourage multi-family structures to be located near collector streets with
transit service, arterial streets, or neighborhood centers to support accessibility
and connectivity. (Climate)

PH1.10 Ensure that multi-family structures are designed to be compatible with
adjacent housing and are ‘stepped’ to follow the natural topography of the site.

PH1.11 Require a mix of single-family and multi-family structures in villages, mixed
residential density districts, and apartment projects when these exceed five acres;
and use a variety of housing types and setbacks to transition to adjacent low-
density areas.

PH1.12 Encourage adaptive reuse of non-residential buildings for housing.
(Climate)

PH1.13 Consider energy and transportation affordability alongside other fixed
housing costs in affordable housing policies and programs. (Climate)
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PH1.14 Ensure future climate-exacerbated hazards and their impacts are mitigated
in new and existing construction. (Climate)

GH2 Eliminate racially disparate impacts in housing access,
affordability, displacement, and neighborhood opportunity
by addressing the legacy of exclusionary practices and
promoting equitable development.

PH2.1 Regularly evaluate local housing policies, zoning, and development
regulations for disproportionate impacts on BIPOC residents, low-income
households, and historically excluded communities.

PH2.2 Partner with organizations, especially those organizations led by members of
the BIPOC community, to acquire, preserve, and rehabilitate affordable homes in
areas vulnerable to gentrification.

PH2.3 Partner with community organizations and initiatives (such as the Black
Home Initiative) to increase access to homeownership for BIPOC residents.

PH2.4 Incentivize development of affordable homeownership housing to address
the racial wealth gap for low- to moderate-income BIPOC residents.

PH2.5 Promote equitable development by identifying opportunities for affordable
housing development, lot splitting, and infill in high-opportunity and historically
redlined or deed-restricted areas where BIPOC residents were previously excluded
from renting or buying homes.

PH2.6 Evaluate zoning and availability of affordable housing development
incentives in high-opportunity areas and areas where racially restrictive covenants
were prevalent to ensure medium and high-density residential developmentis
allowable and encouraged.

PH2.7 Identify properties with expiring tax credits and partner with the Housing
Authority of Thurston County or other entities to preserve affordable housing units
and prevent resident displacement if units are converted to market rate.

PH2.8 Prioritize work in reparative justice, as directed by City Council in Resolution

M-2576, to increase Black homeownership with particular focus as part of the City’s
housing strategy following the City’s Affordable Homeownership Research Study.

Olympia 2045 Comprehensive Plan 252






Thurston Regional Planning Council, the Cities developed a Regional Housing Needs
Assessment and Housing Gap Analysis, a Landlord Survey, and a draft set of
actions to address identified housing gaps. Grounded in data and strategies
common across all three Cities, Olympia’s Housing Action Plan identifies specific
actions the City of Olympia will take to address housing needs. This plan is also
intended to inform the City’s Comprehensive Plan policies and guide
implementation of actions that help the City meet its housing needs and strategic
objectives.

GH3 Affordable housing is available for all income levels
throughout the community.

PH3.1 Promote a variety of residential densities and housing types so that housing
is available in a broad range of costs.

PH3.2 Encourage preservation and rehabilitation of existing homes to remain
affordable and habitable for lower-income households. (Climate)

PH3.3 Take steps to ensure housing is available to all income levels based on
projected community needs. (Climate)

GHA4 Deteriorating residential areas within the City are
revitalized.

PH4.1 Support efforts to preserve the historic features or character of historic
properties in City housing rehabilitation programs.

PH4.2 Provide assistance and incentives to help low-income residents rehabilitate
properties they cannot afford to maintain.

GHS5 Special needs populations, such as people with
developmental disabilities, the homeless, the elderly, and
others who have difficulty securing housing, have adequate,
safe, and affordable housing.
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PH5.1 Disperse housing for low-income, moderate-income, and special-needs
residents throughout Olympia and its Urban Growth Area, and discourage
concentration of such housing in any one geographic area.

PH5.2 Provide density bonuses to builders who provide low-income housing in
market-rate developments, and tie the bonus to affordability.

PH5.3 Encourage new housing on transportation arterials and in areas near public
transportation hubs. (Climate)

PH5.4 Encourage self-help housing efforts in which people earn home equity in
exchange for renovation or construction work, such as "sweat equity" volunteer
programs.

PH5.5 Require a percentage of new housing units, especially in publicly funded or
incentivized developments, to meet universal design or accessibility standards.

PH5.6 Promote and support modifications to existing housing to improve
accessibility for people with disabilities or mobility challenges.

PH5.7 Retain existing subsidized housing.

Unity Commons opened in Olympia as a collaboration of multiple regional housing partners to provide
emergency and permanent supportive housing.

GH6 Prevent displacement and increase housing stability
through tenant protections.
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Comm'urlrnity volunteers help build tiny homes for Quincé Street Village.

GH7 Our community is safe and welcoming, and social
services are accessible to all who need them.

PH7.1 Support nonprofit and faith-based charitable organizations that provide
funding or oversight for social service funding. (Climate)

PH7.2 Work with other local governments to provide financial support and oversight
of social service funding.

PH7.3 Support programs and projects that assist low-income people and those at
risk of homelessness with public funding. (Climate)

PH7.4 Identify barriers to social service, shelter, and housing resources for low-
income people and those at risk of becoming homeless.

GHS8 There is enough emergency housing, transitional
housing, permanent housing with supportive services, and
independent affordable housing.

PH8.1 Encourage a strong network of emergency shelter resources for homeless
and at-risk families with children, childless adults, unaccompanied youth, and
victims of sexual and domestic violence.
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PH8.2 Take a regional approach with other jurisdictions so that support for a broad
range of social services and resources, including shelter and housing, can be
maximized.

PH8.3 Encourage businesses, charitable non-profit organizations, and faith-based
community organizations to provide shelter and housing services.

PH8.4 Support coordinated service delivery models to maximize the best use of
public, charitable, and privately-funded shelter and housing resources.

PH8.5 Support best practices that reflect current standards of care and incorporate
emerging models that optimize the use of public and charitable resources.

PH8.6 Encourage shelter and housing providers and programs to locate in the
greater Olympia area, or near transportation arterial hubs, so residents can easily
access them.

PH8.7 Work toward making the community more aware of homelessness in
Olympia and how it can be prevented as a way to encourage charitable support and
involve community members to help reach positive outcomes.

PH8.8 Use data to continually assess the community’s need for shelter and housing
and who it is serving. Use this data to continually improve these services.

PH8.9 Revise policies that limit or prevent the community from providing shelter
and housing resources.

PH8.10 Coordinate land use, housing, transportation, and capital facility planning
to support all aspects of shelter and housing resources, including emergency
shelter, transitional housing, permanent housing with supportive services, and low-
income housing.

PH8.11 Integrate group homes into all residential areas of the community. Set
zoning standards to ensure group home sizes (number of residents and staff) are
compatible with allowed densities and that transportation and other services are
available.

PH8.12 Evaluate regulations so the City can be more flexible in locating shelters
and increasing capacity. (Climate)

GH9 The existing low-income housing stock is preserved.
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PH9.1 Continue to fund the repair and rehabilitation of housing using federal, state,
and local funding sources. (Climate)

PH9.2 Support applications by the Housing Authority of Thurston County and other
nonprofit housing developers to construct or purchase existing units that are
affordable to low-income households.

PH9.3 Support applications from eligible affordable housing developers to federal
and state funding sources to build new, or rehabilitate existing, housing to meet
low-income housing needs.

PH9.4 Encourage and provide technical assistance to private developers and non-
profits applying for below-market-rate state or federal loans to construct or
rehabilitate low-income, multifamily rental housing.

PH9.5 When Community Development Block Grant, Home Fund, or Housing and
Urban Development-funded buildings are at risk of being converted to market-rate
status, inform the tenants of any purchase and relocation options available. When
possible, help the Housing Authority of Thurston County and nonprofit organizations
buy such housing.

PH9.6 Enforce policies* that provide financial and relocation assistance to people
who are displaced from their homes as a result of construction and development
projects using federal funds.

*Per section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as
amended, requiring the replacement of low- and moderate-income housing units

that are demolished or converted to another use, in connection with a Community
Development Block Grant project.

GH10 New low-income housing is created to meet demand.
PH10.1 Continue to support projects funded by low-income tax credits and revenue

bonds.

PH10.2 Investigate and support appropriate multi-jurisdictional support for the
Housing Authority of Thurston County bond sales.
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Wastewater. This utility collects and conveys wastewater to treatment facilities to
protect public and environmental health. It also works to reduce the number of
septic systems in the City.

Storm and Surface Water. The mission of this utility is to minimize flooding,
improve water quality, and protect or enhance aquatic habitat.

Waste ReSources. This utility provides collection services for residential and
commercial garbage, residential recyclables, and residential and commercial
organics (yard debris, food waste, and soiled paper), and encourages waste
reduction through educational programs. Its mission is to lead our community
toward a waste-free future.

Lmmin e e — - e s .2 s arr—

The City collects organics for composting through its Waste ReSources Utility.

Over the next 20 years, there will be a growing need for us to manage our utility
resources efficiently. Our challenges will include:

e Repairing and replacing aging systems. Operation and maintenance
needs will continue to expand as the pipes, pumps, valves, treatment
facilities, reservoirs, and wells that make up our utility system age. These
needs must be met while keeping rates affordable.

e Protecting the natural environment. Water quality deterioration and

habitat loss will continue to be a concern as development and utilities
expand to new areas.
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PU2.3 Provide special rates for low-income senior and low-income disabled utility
customers and consider expanding established or creating new special rate
programs over time to further the City’s social equity goals.

PU2.4 Ensure that adequate funds are generated by the City’s utilities to maintain
utility services and capital improvement programs.

PU2.5 Use fiscally responsible management practices in order to maintain
favorable bond ratings for the City’s utilities.

PU2.6 Provide service to existing and new customers consistent with the legal
obligation of City utilities to provide service.

PU2.7 Use pricing and incentives to encourage utility customers to reduce waste,
recycle, conserve water, and help protect our surface water quality.

PU2.8 Use debt financing responsibly to support needed capital facility investments
and "smooth" rate impacts.

PU2.9 Use Developer Reimbursement Agreements that include "latecomer fees"
and similar tools to enable property owners to recover some of the initial costs of
extending infrastructure to serve their developments when others connect to such
extensions at a later date.

PU2.10 Consider the social, economic, and environmental impacts of utility repairs,
replacements, and upgrades while balancing the fair distribution of services and
benefits to the entire community.

PU2.11 Pursue grant funding (e.g., state, federal) opportunities to enhance utility
services.

PU2.12 City-owned utilities will use long-range financial planning, policies and
transparent processes to guide rate, capital project and operational decisions.

GU3 Utilities are developed and managed efficiently and
effectively.

PU3.1 Coordinate public utility functions (such as operations and maintenance,
public education and outreach, and Capital Facilities planning) for drinking water,
wastewater, storm and surface water, and waste resources.
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PU9.7 Support knowledge sharing with private stormwater system owners about
ways to upgrade or retrofit systems for increased precipitation intensity expected
under future climate conditions. (Climate)

PU9.8 Prioritize solutions that reduce flooding from sea level rise to the
transportation system, especially for transportation corridors used in emergency
management. (Climate)

PU9.9 Reduce the volume of sewer overflows annually. (Climate)

PU9.10 Evaluate and assess approaches to appropriately size stormwater facilities
forincreased precipitation intensity expected under future climate conditions.
(Climate)

PU9.11 Adapt wastewater infrastructure to accommodate anticipated precipitation
trends. (Climate)

GU10 The Utility considers the interrelationship and
complexity of its three missions to manage flooding, improve
water quality, and protect and enhance aquatic habitat in its
decisions and involves other City departments in this effort.

PU10.1 Develop a priority ranking system for capital projects that balances the
Utility’s three missions: flooding, water quality, and habitat. Equity will be part of
the ranking criteria.

PU10.2 Plan and implement programs and actions that can effectively achieve
equitable stormwater management, urban forestry, open space, and water quality
objectives.

PU10.3 Complete and maintain watershed or basin plans for all areas of the City to
guide management and prioritization. Address water quality, habitat, stormwater
runoff, flooding issues, and service equity.

PU10.4 Where feasible, retrofit existing streetscape with water quality and quantity
stormwater system improvements to minimize pollution from roadway runoff to
natural drainage systems and the waters of Puget Sound. (Climate)

PU10.5 Effectively manage the City’s existing municipal separate storm sewer

system in a manner that manages flooding, improves water quality, and protects
the natural environment.
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PU10.6 Implement a Capital Improvement Program that maintains and improves
the municipal separate storm sewer system in a manner that enhances and
protects the City’s natural environment, mitigates flooding problems, improves
water quality, adapts to future climate conditions, promotes a reliable and safe
transportation network and provides the community a safe and healthy place for
living, working, and recreating. (Climate)

PU10.7 Foster City partnerships with public, private, and non-profit agencies and
groups, and encourage them to help identify and evaluate new low-impact
development and green infrastructure approaches.

PU10.8 Increase the use of low-impact and green infrastructure methods through
education, technical assistance, incentives, regulations, and grants.

PU10.9 Prioritize Utility land purchases when there are opportunities to make
connections between healthy systems; for example, land parcels in a stream
corridor; those that facilitate future water quality retrofits or protect existing aquatic
ecological function.

PU10.10 Improve programs and management strategies designed to prevent and
reduce contamination of roadway runoff and other sources of stormwater.

PU10.11 Investigate the role Community-Based Public-Private Partnerships could
play to incentivize investments in stormwater solutions that ensure community co-
benefits including, but not limited to, water quality and habitat improvements.

PU10.12 Investigate the feasibility of developing an in-lieu mitigation program that
involves the restoration, establishment, enhancement and/ preservation of aquatic
resources and results in stormwater management.

PU10.13 Use green stormwater infrastructure to facilitate the City’s climate goals.
GU11 The stormwater and wastewater systems are resilient

to the impacts of sea level rise and increased precipitation
intensity.

PU11.1 Continue to implement sea level rise adaptation measures, such as flood
gates and stormwater pumps, to reduce the risks and impacts of flooding to
infrastructure systems and operations. (Climate)
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encourages excessive waste and does not consider the full environmental and
social costs of this activity. The result is an increasing depletion of natural
resources, increasing greenhouse gas emissions, and deteriorating air and water
pollution— all of which are environmentally unsustainable and costly to society.

Olympians can help solve these problems through a variety of regional and local
actions that seek to reduce the amount of waste we generate, and increase the
amount recycled, composted, and recovered for reuse.

In June 2006, the Olympia City Council adopted a Zero Waste Resolution, which
gave rise to a new strategic and operational six-year plan— Olympia’s Waste
ReSources Plan. The Plan provides a road map for the Utility’s collection and waste
prevention programs. It is updated every six to seven years.

2 -
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Waste ReSources residential collection.

In the next 20 years, the utility will face the following challenges and opportunities:

¢ Reducing sources of waste. The whole life cycle of a product
must be considered as we find ways to reduce waste in both
"upstream" production and distribution processes and
"downstream" consumer choices and waste management
practices.

e Responding to an ever-evolving waste stream. Continue

adapting to changes in packaging, markets, materials, product
recyclability, and composability.
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PU14.2 Follow the solid waste management hierarchy established in federal and
state legislation, which sets waste reduction as the highest priority management
option, followed by reuse, recycling and composting, and responsible disposal.
(Climate)

PU14.3 Expand, when practical and feasible, the City’s recycling, composting, and
waste reduction programs to maximize the diversion of material from disposal into
remanufacture and reuse. (Climate)

PU14.4 Work toward evaluating and implementing mandatory recycling and
composting for residential and commercial customers or banning these materials
from garbage/landfill. (Climate)

GU15 Solid waste is managed in a responsible and cost-
effective manner.

PU15.1 Encourage and promote waste reduction and recycling, including exploring
new methods and technologies.
PU15.2 Use technology to create and maintain efficient and effective routing and

collection programs.

GU16 Environmental impacts caused by solid waste
management are minimal.

PU16.1 Handle and dispose of solid waste in ways that minimize land, air, and
water pollution and protect public health.

PU16.2 Continue to work toward reducing the Utility’s carbon footprint as
technology becomes available and is financially viable.

PU16.3 Work cooperatively with Thurston County to ensure that the operations of

the Thurston County Waste and Recovery Center (WARC) comply with state and
federal regulations and are responsibly managed.
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GU21 Adverse impacts of above-ground utility facilities,
such as substations and cellular towers, on surrounding
land uses are minimized.

PU21.1 Locate private utility facilities near compatible adjacent land uses. City
regulations will specify that approval of new private utility facilities shall be
reasonably compatible with the development of the surrounding properties. The
appropriate treatment may vary based on the type of utility facility, but compatibility
will consider things such as noise, odor, and visual impacts. Treatments may
include things like landscape screening, fencing, walls, or enclosures of equipment.

PU21.2 The City’s zoning code should include standards that ensure that new
private utility facilities are coordinated and integrated with surrounding land uses,
so they are reasonably compatible with the natural and built environment. These
regulatory standards should also support facility design which minimizes the visual
intrusion of facilities in all areas.

PU21.3 Encourage telecommunication utilities to use existing structures, such as
existing towers and buildings, where a new installation will not conflict with height
restrictions.

GU22 Every resident and business in Olympia has access to
affordable cable television and Internet services.

PU22.1 Encourage cable services to incorporate their latest features and
improvements for their Olympia-area customers as they become technologically
and economically feasible.

PU22.2 Seek to ensure that any cable franchisee serving the Olympia area provides
a high quality of customer service, signal transmission, and programming variety.

GU23 Communications between public buildings reflect
advances in cable technology.

PU23.1 Ensure cable service to major public buildings allows programs to originate
there, as well as to be received there.
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Wastewater Major Facilities and Assets map.

Existing Capacity

Utility staff, with the assistance of consulting engineers, analyze the capacity of the
wastewater infrastructure, principally pipes and pumps, using a computer model as
a component of the development of the Utility’s management plan, last updated in
2019. The circa 2019 model was designed to simulate a 10-year peak hour storm
event and estimated wastewater flows based on the current and projected
population, land use and inflow and infiltration entering the sewer system.

Future Facilities

Computer analysis completed with the 2019 Wastewater Management indicates
that the City’s wastewater system has seven areas with anticipated risk of flooding,
prioritized into four tiers based upon risk of flooding and confidence in the
projections. The tiers range from “high risk of flooding and high confidence in
projections (plan for action within 10 years)” to “moderate risk of flooding, low
confidence in data (long-range monitoring).” The high risk of flooding capacity
limitations identified in the 2019 Wastewater Management Plan include a section of
pipe along the 4™ Ave bridge and along Jefferson Street SE, and have been
incorporated into the Utility’s short-term capital facilities plan. Additionally,
Wastewater Utility staff monitor and manage existing and future flows, tracks the
need for long-term improvements, and plans for future construction projects before
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