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Ordinance No. __________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDING TITLE 18, UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT CODE, OF THE OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATED TO AGRICULTURAL 
LAND USES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan Goal GL 25 encourages local food producƟon to 
increase self-sufficiency, reduce environmental impacts, promote health and the humane treatment of 
animals, and support the local economy; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2020 the Olympia City Council enacted a referral to an Olympia Farmland Work Group 
consisƟng of members from the City of Olympia, Thurston ConservaƟon District, and Community 
Farmland Trust; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Work Group’s purpose was to make recommendaƟons to address the loss of urban 
agriculture and regional farmland, and to increase access to urban agriculture and further the City policy 
to collaborate with community partners to ensure that everyone in Olympia is within biking or walking 
distance of a place to grow food; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Work Group presented its first phase of analysis to the City Council’s Land Use and 
Environment CommiƩee in July 2021, and the second phase including policy recommendaƟons in July 
2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, one of the Work Group’s policy recommendaƟons is to incenƟvize urban agriculture and 
remove barriers in City Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, an analysis of the Olympia Unified Development Code (Olympia Municipal Code Title 18) by 
City staff idenƟfied several potenƟal barriers to urban agriculture in parts of the City of Olympia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the potenƟal barriers idenƟfied included that some zoning districts did not allow agriculture 
as a permiƩed use, which also created potenƟal barriers against adding supporƟng agricultural 
structures on exisƟng agricultural uses; and 
 
WHEREAS, the code amendments to Title 18 are consistent with the Olympia Comprehensive Plan and 
other chapters of Title 18 OMC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission reviewed these proposed code amendments and held a 
public hearing on May 5, 2025, and recommended approval of this ordinance with revision; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia Land Use and Environment CommiƩee reviewed these proposed code 
amendments on May 22, 2025, and recommends approval with revision; and 
 
WHEREAS, the AƩorney General Advisory Memorandum: Avoiding UnconsƟtuƟonal Takings of Private 
Property (October 2024) was reviewed and used by the City in objecƟvely evaluaƟng the proposed 
subarea plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. Amendment of OMC 18.04. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.04.040 Table 4.01 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

18.04.040 TABLES: Permitted and Conditional Uses 
 

TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

            18.04.
060 

(N,Q) 

18.04.
060 

(N,Q) 

18.04.
060 
(N) 

18.04.
060 
(N) 

18.04.
060 
(N) 

18.04.
060 

(N,BB) 

  18.04.
060 
(N) 

  

1. SINGLE-FAMILY 
HOUSING 

                              

Accessory Dwelling 
Units 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(A)  

Co-Housing P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(F) 

Cottage Housing       P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(H)  

Manufactured/Mobi
le Home Parks 
(Rental Spaces) 

              C C C     C   18.04.060(P) 

Manufactured 
Homes 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(O)  

Single-family 
Residences 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Townhouses P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.64  

Short-Term Rentals P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(JJ) 

2. MULTIFAMILY 
HOUSING 

                              

Apartments       P     P P P P P P   P 18.04.060(N)  
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Courtyard 
Apartments 

        
 

P           18.04.060(II)  

Boarding Homes       P       P P P           

Collegiate Greek 
system residences 

P     P       P P P           

Dormitories P     P       P P P P P   P   

Duplexes - Existing P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(J) 

Duplexes P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 
 

Duplexes on Corner 
Lots  

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(HH) 

Triplexes      P P P P P P P P P P   P   

Fourplexes      P 
 

P P P P P P P P   P   

Sixplexes            P                   

Group Homes with 6 
or Fewer (or up to 8 
with DSHS approval) 
Clients and 
Confidential 
Shelters 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(K) 

Group Homes with 7 
or More Clients 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(K) 

Lodging Houses                 P P P P   P   

Nursing/Convalesce
nt Homes 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(S) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Retirement Homes       P     P P P P P C   P   

Transitional 
Housing, Permanent 
Supportive Housing 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

3. COMMERCIAL                               

Child Day Care 
Centers 

  C C C C C C P P P P P C P 18.04.060(D) 
18.04.060(AA) 

Commercial Printing                       P       

Drive-In and Drive-
Through Businesses 
-- Existing 

                      P     18.04.060(J) 

Food Stores                     P P   P 18.04.060(AA) 

Hardware Stores                       P       

Home Occupations 
(including Adult Day 
Care, Elder Care 
Homes, Family Child 
Care Homes, Short-
Term Rentals – 
Homestays, and Bed 
& Breakfast Houses) 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Hospice Care C     C     C C C C C C   C 18.04.060(M) 

Laundries                     P P   P 18.04.060(AA) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Nursery (Retail 
and/or Wholesale 
Sales) 

C C C C C C C C C C     C   18.04.060(G) 

Offices                       P   P 18.04.060(AA)(
2) 

Personal Services                       P       

Pharmacies                       P       

Restaurants, 
without Drive-In and 
Drive-Through 

                      P       

Servicing of Personal 
Apparel and 
Equipment 

                      P       

Specialty Stores                       P       

Veterinary Clinics - 
Existing 

P P   P P P             P   18.04.060(J) 

Veterinary Clinics P                             

4. ACCESSORY USES                               

Accessory 
Structures 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(B) 

Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(GG) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Garage/Yard/Rumm
age or Other 
Outdoor Sales 

P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 5.24 

Large Garages     C   C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(B) 

Residence Rented 
for Social Event, 7 
times or more in 1 
year 

C C   C C C C C C C C   C C   

Satellite Earth 
Stations 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.100 

5. RECREATIONAL 
USES 

                              

Community Parks & 
Playgrounds 

C C C C C C C C C C P P C P 18.04.060(T) 

Country Clubs C C C C C C C C C C C C C C   

Golf Courses   C C   C C C C C C     C     

Neighborhood Parks P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

Open Space - Public P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

Racing & Performing 
Pigeons 

  C C C C C       C C   C C 18.04.060(Y) 

Stables, Commercial 
and Private Existing 

  C   C C                   18.04.060(J) 

Trails - Public P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

6. AGRICULTURAL 
USES 

                              

Agricultural Uses P P P P P P P P P P  P P  P  P  18.04.060.KK 

Greenhouses, Bulb 
Farms 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(G) 

7. TEMPORARY 
USES 

                              

Emergency Housing P P P P P P P P P P     P   18.04.060(DD) 

Emergency Housing 
Facility 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.50 

Model Homes P P P P P P P P P P P   P P 18.04.060(DD) 

Residence Rented 
for Social Event, 6 
times or less in 1 
year 

P P P P P P P P P P P   P P 18.04.060(DD) 

Wireless 
Communication 
Facility 

P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.060 

8. OTHER                               

Animals P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(C) 

Cemeteries   C C   C C C C C C     C   18.04.060(E) 

Community 
Clubhouses 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Crisis Intervention C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(I) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 
MR 7-

13 
MR 

10-18 
RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Historic House 
Museum 

  C C C C C C C C C C C C C   

Parking Lots and 
Structures 

      C             P P     18.38.220 and 
.240 

Places of Worship C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(U) 

Public Facilities C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(V) 

Public Facilities - 
Essential 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(W) 

Radio, Television 
and Other 
Communication 
Towers 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.44.100 

Schools C     C C C C C C C C   C C 18.04.060(CC) 

Social Organizations                     P P   C   

Mineral Extraction - 
Existing 

        C   C               18.04.060(J) 

Utility Facility P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(X) 

Wireless 
Communication 
Facilities 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.44 

Workshops for 
Disabled People 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(R) 
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LEGEND 

P = Permitted Use C = Conditional Use     

R1/5 = Residential - 1 Unit Per 5 
Acres 

R-4 = Residential - 4 R-4CB = Residential - 4 Units per Acre RLI = Residential Low Impact 

R 4-8 = Residential 4-8 R 6-12 = Residential 6-12 MR 7-13 = Mixed Residential 7-13 MR 10-18 = Mixed Residential 10-
18 

RM 18 = Residential Multifamily - 18 RM 24 = Residential Multifamily - 
24 

RMH = Residential Multifamily High 
Rise 

RMU = Residential Mixed Use 

MHP = Manufactured Housing Park UR = Urban Residential     
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Section 2. Amendment of OMC 18.04. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.04.060 subsection (C) 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
C.    ANIMALS/PETS. 
 
Pets and other animals are allowed in all residential districts subject to the following requirements: 
 

1. Traditional Pets. No more than a total of three traditional pets, such as dogs and cats, as well as 
potbelly pigs, four months of age or older, shall be permitted per dwelling unit. Song birds or other 
traditional pet birds (e.g., parrots) are permitted. The keeping of racing and performing pigeons is 
permitted as a conditional use. (Traditional pets are defined as a species of animals which can be 
housebroken, or walked on a leash, or are frequently, but not necessarily, housed within a residence 
and are neither obnoxious nor a public safety or health threat.) 
 

2. Fowl. 
 

a. Lots one acre or less are allowed up to five ducks or female chickens. Lots greater than one 
acre are allowed one additional duck or female chicken for every additional one thousand 
square feet of lot area beyond one acre, up to ten ducks or female chickens. 

 
b. Chickens and ducks shall be confined within a suitably fenced area large enough for appropriate 

exercise. 
 
c. Suitable sanitary structures (coops) shall be provided and must be designed to protect fowl on 

all sides from weather, predators and to prevent rodents. 
 

d. Roosters, geese and turkeys are prohibited. 
 

3. Other Animals. 
 
a. Swine, other than potbelly pigs, and non-miniature goats, are prohibited. 

 
b. Rabbits of breeding age are permitted with the following conditions: 

 
i. Lots of one-quarter acre or less are allowed up to five rabbits. 

 
ii. Lots greater than one-quarter acre are allowed one additional rabbit for every additional one 

thousand square feet of lot area beyond one-quarter acre, up to ten rabbits. 
 

iii. Rabbits must have a minimum 3.5 square feet of hutch space per rabbit. 
 

iv. Structures housing rabbits must be designed to protect rabbits on all sides from weather, 
predators and to prevent other rodents. 

 
c. Miniature goats, commonly known as pygmy and dwarf, are permitted with the following 

conditions: 
 
i. Lots between five thousand square feet and one acre in size are allowed up to two miniature 

goats. 
 

ii. Lots greater than one acre are allowed one additional miniature goat for every additional one 
thousand square feet of lot area beyond one acre, up to six miniature goats. 

 
iii.    Miniature goats shall be confined within a suitably fenced area, large enough for appropriate 

exercise. 
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iii. Structures housing miniature goats must be designed to protect them on all sides from 
weather and predators and to prevent rodents. 

 
d. The keeping of other agricultural animals, which are not specifically prohibited in this section, is 

permitted, provided that: 
 
i. There shall be no more than one animal per acre, in addition to the permitted animals/pets 

referenced above; and 
 
ii. Such animals shall be confined within a suitably fenced area, large enough for appropriate 

exercise, which shall be located no closer than fifty feet from any property line; and 
 
iii. The keeping of such other animals does not constitute a nuisance or hazard to the peace, 

health or welfare of the community in general and neighbors in particular. 
 
iv.    Structures housing such other animals must be designed to protect them on all sides from 

weather and predators and to prevent rodents. 
 
C.    ANIMALS/PETS. 
 
Animals are allowed in all residential districts subject to the following requirements: 
 
No more than six pet animals are permitted per dwelling unit. Pet animals under four months of age are 
not subject to, and do not count towards, this limitation on the number of pet animals.  Small pet 
animals, such as small mammals, aquarium fish, reptiles, spiders, and insects, that are kept in 
enclosures, such as pens, cages, aquariums, and terrariums, within the dwelling unit, are not subject to, 
and do not count towards, this limitation on the number of pet animals. The keeping of racing and 
performing pigeons is permitted as a conditional use.  “Pet animal” means any animal that has commonly 
been kept as a pet in family households in the United States, such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
hamsters, and aquarium fish.  This term also includes pet birds kept in indoor cages in the dwelling unit, 
such as canaries, cockatiels, lovebirds, budgerigar parakeets, and parrots. This term excludes exotic 
animals, wild animals, and farm animals as those terms are defined by the United States Department of 
Agriculture in 9 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1.1.) All other animals are permitted in residential 
districts only if the requirements of agricultural uses as provided in 18.04.060 (KK) are met.  The keeping 
of animals other than as permitted in this section is prohibited. 
 
Section 3. Amendment of OMC 18.04. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.04.060 is hereby 
amended to add a new subsection (KK) as follows: 
 
KK.  AGRICULTURE.  
 
Agricultural uses, as defined in OMC 18.02.180, are allowed as a primary or accessory use in all zoning 
districts except Auto Services and Industrial zones, pursuant to the following:   
 

1. Lots two acres in size and larger are allowed one USDA Animal Unit (AU) per acre.  
 

2. Lots one-quarter acre and smaller are allowed up to five ducks or female chickens. Lots between 
one-quarter acre and one acre are allowed up to nine ducks or female chickens. Lots one acre 
and larger are allowed up to ten ducks or female chickens plus one additional duck or female 
chicken for every additional one thousand square feet of lot area up to two acres.  

 
a. Chickens and ducks must be confined within a suitably fenced area large enough for 

appropriate exercise. 
b. Roosters, geese, peacocks, and other similar loud fowl are prohibited. 
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3. Rabbits, quail, miniature goats, and turkeys are allowed in addition to the ducks and chickens 

allowed in subsection (KK)(2) of this section subject to the following restrictions: 
 

a. Rabbits. Lots one-quarter acre and smaller are allowed up to five rabbits. Lots between 
one-quarter acre and one acre are allowed one additional rabbit for every additional one 
thousand square feet of lot area beyond one-quarter acre, up to ten rabbits. Lots one 
acre and larger are allowed ten rabbits plus one additional rabbit for every additional one 
thousand square feet of lot area beyond one acre. 
 

b. Female Quail. Lots one-quarter acre and smaller are allowed up to five female quail. Lots 
between one-quarter acre and one acre are allowed one additional female quail for every 
additional one thousand square feet of lot area beyond one-quarter acre, up to ten 
rabbits. Lots one acre and larger are allowed ten female quail plus one additional female 
quail for every additional one thousand square feet of lot area beyond one acre. 

 
c. Miniature Goats. Lots between 5,000 square feet and one acre in size are allowed up to 

two miniature goats. Lots one acre and larger are allowed one additional miniature goat 
for every additional 1,000 square feet of lot area beyond one acre, up to six miniature 
goats. 

 
d. Up to four turkeys are allowed on lots at larger than one acre in size. 

 
4. Agricultural animal enclosures, both temporary and permanent, shall must be no less than 10 

feet from all property lines and are not permitted in setback areas. 
 

5. Beekeeping is allowed outright as an agricultural use, when registered with the State Department 
of Agriculture according to provisions of RCW 15.60.021, provided that: 

 
a. "Bees" means adult insects, eggs, larvae, pupae, or other immature stages of the species 

Apis mellifera. 
 

b. A maximum of four hives, each with only one swarm, are allowed on lots of less than ten 
thousand square feet. 

 
c. Hives may not be located within 25 feet of any lot line, provided this distance may be 

reduced to 10 feet if strategies are employed to require bees to gain elevation before 
crossing the property line. This may include elevation changes of eight feet or more 
above the grade immediately adjacent to the grade of the lot on which the hives are 
located or behind a solid fence or hedge six feet high parallel to any lot line within 25 
feet of a hive and extending at least twenty feet beyond the hive in both directions. 

 
6. Suitable sanitary enclosures (such as coops, barns, and hives) must be provided and must be 

designed to protect animals on all sides from weather, predators, and to prevent rodents. All 
animals shall must also be confined within a suitably fenced area large enough for appropriate 
exercise. 
 

7. The acreage total includes contiguous parcels that are also being utilized by the same agriculture 
operation. In instances where agricultural uses utilize parcels that are not contiguous, they are to 
be considered separate uses for the size calculation. For the purposes of this calculation, lots on 
opposite sides of a public right-of-way are not to be considered contiguous. 

 
8. Fences must meet the requirements listed in OMC Chapter 18.40. 
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9. The management of agricultural uses under this section shall must adhere to the required best 

management practices (BMPs) and other provisions described in the City of Olympia Drainage 
Design and Erosion Control Manual. In the event the city has determined the agricultural uses 
cause a detrimental impact to water quality, additional best management practices may be 
required, which may include the development of a farm conservation plan, at the direction of the 
public works director or designee, including cessation of uses, as necessary to restore water 
quality and protect public health. 

 
10. The keeping of animals for agricultural uses as listed above is allowed provided that the keeping 

of such other animals does not constitute a nuisance or hazard to the peace, health, or welfare of 
the community in general and neighbors in particular. Nuisances include: 

 
a. Excessive noise. 

 
b. Excessive odors from poor care and clean-up of animal waste. 

 
c. Pest problems from improper feeding techniques. 

 
d. Other issues that are significantly disruptive to the neighborhood or significantly distract 

from the quality and enjoyment of the neighborhood environment. 
 
 
Section 4. Amendment of OMC 18.06. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.06.040 Table 6.01 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
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18.06.040 TABLES: Permitted and Conditional Uses 
 
 

TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060 
(HH) 

18.06. 
060 

(F)(2) 

          18.130
. 

020 

  

1. EATING & 
DRINKING 
ESTABLISHME
NTS 

                            

Drinking 
Establishments 

    P   P P P   C  
18.06. 
060(P) 

  P P P   

Drinking 
Establishments - 
Existing 

  P 
18.06.060

(GG) 

      P                 

Restaurants, 
with drive-in or 
drive-through 

    P  
18.06. 
060 

(F)(3) 

              C  
18.06. 
060 

(F)(1) 

C  
18.06. 
060 

(F)(1) 

P  
18.06. 
060 

(F)(3) 

  

Restaurants, 
with drive-in or 

    P       P 18.06. 
060(U) 

        C P   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

drive-through, 
existing 

Restaurants, 
without drive-in 
or drive-through 

P  
18.06. 
060 

(U)(3) 

C P P  
18.06. 
060 

(U)(2) 

P P P  
18.06. 
060 

(U)(1) 

P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06. 
060 

(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060(H

H) 

18.06. 
060 

(F)(2) 

              

2. 
INDUSTRIAL 
USES 

                            

Industry, Heavy                             

Industry, Light     C   P/C 18.06. 
060(N) 

                  

On-Site 
Treatment & 
Storage Facilities 
for Hazardous 
Waste 

        P  
18.06. 
060(Q) 

                  

Piers, Wharves, 
Landings 

        P                   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Printing, 
Industrial 

    C   P/C 
18.06.060

(N) 

                  

Publishing   C C   P   P   C C         

Warehousing     P   P/C 
18.06.060

(AA) 

  P               

Welding & 
Fabrication 

    C   P/C 
18.06.060

(N) 

  P               

Wholesale Sales   C P   P/C P   P   P 18.06. 
060 

(BB)(2) 

      

Wholesale 
Products 
Incidental to 
Retail Business 

    P   P P           P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06. 
060(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060(H

H) 

18.06. 
060(F)(2) 

              

3. OFFICE 
USES (See also 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

SERVICES, 
HEALTH) 

Banks   P P   P/C  
18.06. 

060(D)(2) 

P  
18.06. 
060 

(D)(2) 

P/C  
18.06. 
060 

(D)(2) 

P P P P P  
18.06. 
060 

(D)(1) 

P  
18.06. 
060 

(F)(3) 

  

Business Offices   P P   P P P P P P P P P   

Government 
Offices 

  P P   P P P P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06. 
060(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060(H

H) 

18.06. 
060(F)(2) 

              

4. 
RECREATION 
AND CULTURE 

                            

Art Galleries P P P   P P P   P P P P P   

Auditoriums and 
Places of 
Assembly 

    P   P P P         P P   

Boat Clubs         P P                 

Boating Storage 
Facilities 

        P     P             
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Commercial 
Recreation 

  C P   P P P P   C C P P   

Health Fitness 
Centers and 
Dance Studios 

P P  
18.06.060

(L) 

P P P P P P P P  
18.06.060

(L) 

P  
18.06. 
060(L) 

P P   

Libraries C C C C P P P   P C P P P 18.04.060(V) 

Marinas/Boat 
Launching 
Facilities 

        P 
18.06.060

(CC) 

P                 

Museums   C P   P P P   P C C P P 18.04.060(V) 

Parks, 
Neighborhood 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

Parks & 
Playgrounds, 
Other 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

Theaters (Drive-
in) 

    C                       

Theaters (No 
drive-ins) 

    P   P P P       C P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060(H

H) 

18.06. 
060(F)(2) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

5. 
RESIDENTIAL 

                            

Apartments   P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Apartments 
above ground 
floor in mixed 
use development 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Boarding Houses   P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Co-Housing   P P 
 

  P P     P P   P   

Collegiate Greek 
system 
residence, 
dormitories 

  C P P P P P   P C P P P   

Duplexes P P P P     P   P P P   P   

Duplexes on 
Corner Lots 

P P P P     P   P P P P P 18.04.060 
(HH) 

Group Homes (6 
or less or up to 8 
with DSHS 
approval) 

P P P  
18.06. 
060(K) 

P P P P  
18.06. 
060(K) 

  P P P P  
18.06. 
060(K) 

P  
18.06. 
060(K) 

18.04.060(K) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Group Homes (7 
or more) 

C C C  
18.06. 
060(K) 

C C C C  
18.06. 
060(K) 

  C C C C  
18.06. 
060(K) 

P  
18.06. 
060(K) 

18.04.060(K) 

Mobile or 
Manufactured 
Homes Park - 
Existing 

  C C C           C     C 18.04.060(P) 

Quarters for 
Night Watch 
person/Caretake
r 

        P P                 

Retirement 
Homes 

  P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Single-Family 
Residences 

P P P P     P   P P P P P   

Single Room 
Occupancy Units 

 
P P P P P P   P P P P P 

 

Townhouses P P P P   P P   P P P P P 
 

Triplexes, Four-
plexes, and 
Cottage Housing 

  P                        P   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Transitional 
Housing, 
Permanent 
Supportive 
Housing 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06. 
060(H

H) 

18.06. 
060(F)(2) 

              

6. RETAIL 
SALES 

                            

Apparel and 
Accessory Stores 

    P   P P P         P P   

Boat Sales and 
Rentals 

    P   P P P P         P   

Building 
Materials, 
Garden and 
Farm Supplies 

P   P   P P P         P P   

Commercial 
Greenhouses, 
Nurseries, Bulb 
Farms 

C C 
18.04.060

(G) 

C C         C   P P   18.04.060(G) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure 

P P P P P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P 
18.06. 
060 
(W) 

P  
18.06. 
060(W) 

P P P P P P   

Food Stores P P 
18.06.060

(H) 

P   P P P   P P 
18.06.060

(H) 

P P P   

Furniture, Home 
Furnishings, and 
Appliances 

    P   P P P       P P P   

Gasoline 
Dispensing 
Facilities 
accessory to a 
permitted use 

P  
18.06. 
060 

(W)(4) 

  P   P 
18.06.060

(W) 

  P  
18.06.060 

(W)(2) 

P       P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P  
18.06.
060 
(W) 

  

Gasoline 
Dispensing 
Facility 
accessory to a 
permitted use - 
Existing 

P  
18.06. 
060(W) 

  P   P 
18.06.060

(W) 

  P 
18.06.060

(W) 

      P P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P   

General 
Merchandise 
Stores 

P P  
18.06.060

(J) 

P   P P P     P  
18.06.060

(J) 

P P P   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Mobile, 
Manufactured, 
and Modular 
Housing Sales 

    P                       

Motor Vehicle 
Sales 

    P       P P         P   

Motor Vehicle 
Supply Stores 

    P   P P P P     P P P   

Office Supplies 
and Equipment 

  P 
18.06.060

(DD) 

P   P P P   P P 
18.06.060

(DD) 

P P P 18.06.060 
(CC) 

Pharmacies and 
Medical Supply 
Stores 

P P 
18.06.060

(EE) 

P P P P P   P P 
18.06.060

(EE) 

P P P 18.06.060 
(DD) 

Specialty Stores P  
18.06. 
060 

(Y)(3) 

P  
18.06.060 

(Y)(4) 

P C  
18.06. 
060 

(Y)(2) 

P P P     P  
18.06.060 

(Y)(4) 

P P  
18.06.060 

(Y)(1) 

P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

7. SERVICES, 
HEALTH 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Hospitals       P     P   P           

Nursing, 
Congregate 
Care, and 
Convalescence 
Homes 

C P C P     C   C C C P P 18.04.060(S) 

Offices, Medical   P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Veterinary 
Offices/Clinics 

  P P P     P     P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

8. SERVICES, 
LODGING 

                            

Bed & Breakfast 
Houses (1 guest 
room) 

P P  
18.06.060

(E) 

P  
18.06.06

0(E) 

P  
18.06.06

0(E) 

P P P     P P P P 18.04.060(L)
(3)(c) 

Bed & Breakfast 
Houses (2 to 5 
guest rooms) 

C P  
18.06.060

(E) 

P  
18.06. 
060(E) 

P  
18.06. 
060(E) 

P P P   C P P P P 18.04.060(L)
(3)(c) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Short-Term 
Rentals – 
Vacation Rentals 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Hotels/Motels     P C P   P   P       P   

Indoor 
Emergency 
Shelters, Indoor 
Emergency 
Housing 

    P C P   P   P       P   

Lodging Houses   P P P P   P   P P P P P   

Recreational 
Vehicle Parks 

    P                   P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

9. SERVICES, 
PERSONAL 

                            

Adult Day Care 
Home 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L)
(3)(b) 

Child Day Care 
Centers 

C P P P P P P   P P C P P 18.04.060(D) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Crisis 
Intervention 

C P C P     P   C P C C C 18.04.060(I) 

Family Child 
Care Homes 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Funeral Parlors 
and Mortuaries 

  C P       P     C   P P   

Laundries and 
Laundry Pick-up 
Agencies 

P P P P P P P     P 
18.06.060

(O) 

P 
18.06.06

0(O) 

P 
18.06.060

(O) 

P   

Personal 
Services 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.06
0(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

10. SERVICES, 
MISCELLANEO
US 

                            

Auto Rental 
Agencies 

    P   P P P P     C P P   

Equipment 
Rental Services, 
Commercial 

    P   P   P       P P P   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Equipment 
Rental Services, 
Commercial - 
Existing 

  P 
18.06.060

(FF) 

                        

Ministorage     P       P               

Printing, 
Commercial 

P P P   P P P   P P P P P   

Public Facilities 
(see also Public 
Facilities, 
Essential on next 
page) 

C C C C P C P P P C C C C 18.04.060(V) 

Radio/T.V. 
Studios 

  P P   P P P   P P P P P   

Recycling 
Facilities 

P P P P P   P   P P P P P 18.06.060(V) 

School - Colleges 
and Business, 
Vocational or 
Trade Schools 

  C P   P P P   P C C C P 18.06.060(X) 

Service and 
Repair Shops 

    P       P P       P P   
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Service 
Stations/Car 
Washes 

    P       P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P       P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P 
18.06.
060 
(W) 

  

Service 
Stations/Car 
Washes - 
Existing 

    P   P 
18.06.060

(W) 

  P 
18.06.060

(W) 

      P P 
18.06.060

(W) 

P 
18.06.
060 
(W) 

  

Servicing of 
Personal Apparel 
and Equipment 

P P P   P P P     P P P P   

Truck, Trailer, 
and Recreational 
Vehicle Rentals 

    P         P             

Workshops for 
Disabled People 

C C C C P C P   C C C C C 18.04.060(R) 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

11. PUBLIC 
FACILITIES, 
ESSENTIAL 

                            

Airports     C                   C 18.06.060(G) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Inpatient 
Facilities 

  C C C  
18.06. 
060(G) 

C   C   C C C P P 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(K) 

Jails     C   C   C   C       C 18.06.060(G) 

Mental Health 
Facilities 

    C C  
18.06. 
060(G) 

C   C           C 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(K) 

Other 
Correctional 
Facilities 

  C C C  
18.06. 
060(G) 

C C C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

Other facilities 
as designated by 
the Washington 
State Office of 
Financial 
Management, 
except prisons 
and solid waste 
handling 
facilities 

  C C   C   C     C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

Radio/TV and 
Other 
Communication 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.44.100 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Towers and 
Antennas 

Sewage 
Treatment 
Facilities 

C C C C P   P   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(X) 

State Education 
Facilities 

  C C   C   C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.06.060(X) 

State or Regional 
Transportation 
Facilities 

C C C C C C C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

12. 
TEMPORARY 
USES 

                            

Entertainment 
Events 

    P   P P P           P   

Off Site 
Contractor 
Offices 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(D
D) 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Emergency 
Housing 

P P P P P     P P P P P P 18.04.060(D
D) 

Emergency 
Housing 
Facilities 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.50 

Fireworks, as 
determined by 
Fire Dept. 

    P   P P P       P P P 9.48.160 

Mobile Sidewalk 
Vendors 

  P P P P P P     P P P P   

Parking Lot Sales     P   P P P P     P P P   

Residences 
Rented for Social 
Event (6 or less 
in 1 year) 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(D
D) 

Residences 
Rented for Social 
Event (7 or more 
in 1 year) 

C C C C C C C   C C C C C   

Temporary 
Surface Parking 
Lot 

  P P   P P P   P           
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06. 
060(R) 

      18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

18.06.
060 
(HH) 

18.06.060 
(F)(2) 

              

13. OTHER 
USES 

                            

Accessory 
Structures/Uses 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Adult Oriented 
Businesses 

    P                   P 18.06.060(B) 

Agriculture P P P P  P  P P    P P P P P 18.04.060.KK 

Animals P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.06.060(C) 

Cemeteries C C C C         C C C   C   

Conference 
Center 

    P   P P P           P   

Gambling 
Establishments 

    C                       

Garage/Yard/Ru
mmage and 
Other Outdoor 
Sales 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 5.24 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 

NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB 
A
S 

CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 
HDC-

4 

APPLICABL
E 

REGULATIO
NS 

Home 
Occupations 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Parking Facility, 
Commercial 

  P P   P P P  
18.06.060

(S) 

    P P P  
18.06.060

(S) 

P 18.04.060(V) 

Places of 
Worship 

C C P C P P P   C C C P P 18.04.060(U) 

Racing Pigeons C C C C         C C C C C 18.04.060(Y) 

Satellite Earth 
Stations 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.100 

Schools C C P C C C C   C C C P P 18.04.060(CC
) 

Social 
Organizations 

  P P   P P P   P/C 
18.06.06

0(I) 

P P P P   

Utility Facility P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/
C 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(X) 

Wireless 
Communications 
Facilities 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/
C 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.44 
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LEGEND 

P = Permitted Use PO/RM = Professional 
Office/Residential Multifamily 

GC = General Commercial HDC-1=High Density Corridor-1 

MS = Medical Services UW = Urban Waterfront HDC-2=High Density Corridor-2 

DB = Downtown Business AS=Auto Services UW-H = Urban Waterfront-Housing HDC-3=High Density Corridor-3 

C = Conditional Use NR = Neighborhood Retail CSH = Commercial Services-High Density HDC-4=High Density Corridor-4 
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Section 5. Amendment of OMC 18.06. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.06.060 subsection 
(C) is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
C.    Animals. All Commercial Districts: 
 

1. Quantity. No more than three (3) pets, such as dogs, cats, hens, and untraditional pets (e.g., 
potbelly pigs and rabbits), four (4) months of age or older, shall be permitted per dwelling unit. 
(Traditional pets are defined as a species of animals which can be house-broken, or walked on a 
leash, or are frequently, but not necessarily, housed within a residence and are neither 
obnoxious nor a public safety or health threat.) 
 

2. Birds. Song birds or other traditional pet birds (e.g., parrots) are permitted. Fowl, such as 
roosters, ducks and geese, are prohibited. [NOTE: The keeping of racing and performing 
pigeons is permitted as a conditional use.] 
 

3. Other Animals. Swine, other than potbelly pigs, and goats are prohibited. The keeping of other 
animals and pets, which are not specifically prohibited in this section is permitted, provided that: 
 
a. There shall be no more than one (1) animal per acre, in addition to those animals/pets 

permitted in Subsection C.1 above; and 
 

b. Such animals shall be confined within a suitably fenced area which shall be located no 
closer than fifty (50) feet from any property line; and 

 
c.    The keeping of such animals does not constitute a nuisance or hazard to the peace, health 

or welfare of the community in general and neighbors in particular. 
 
C. ANIMALS/PETS. 
 
Animals are allowed in all commercial districts subject to the following requirements: 
 
No more than six pet animals are permitted per dwelling unit. Pet animals under four months of age are 
not subject to, and do not count towards, this limitation on the number of pet animals.  Small pet 
animals, such as small mammals, aquarium fish, reptiles, spiders, and insects, that are kept in 
enclosures, such as pens, cages, aquariums, and terrariums, within the dwelling unit, are not subject to, 
and do not count towards, this limitation on the number of pet animals.  The keeping of racing and 
performing pigeons is permitted as a conditional use. (“Pet animal” means any animal that has commonly 
been kept as a pet in family households in the United States, such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
hamsters, and aquarium fish.  This term also includes pet birds kept in indoor cages in the dwelling unit, 
such as canaries, cockatiels, lovebirds, budgerigar parakeets, and parrots. This term excludes exotic 
animals, wild animals, and farm animals as those terms are defined by the United States Department of 
Agriculture in 9 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1.1.) All other animals are permitted in commercial 
districts only if the requirements of agricultural uses as provided in 18.04.060 (KK) are met.  The keeping 
of animals other than as permitted in this section is prohibited. 
 
SecƟon 6. CorrecƟons. The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make  
necessary correcƟons to this Ordinance, including the correcƟon of scrivener/clerical errors, references,  
ordinance numbering, secƟon/subsecƟon numbers, and any references thereto.  
  
SecƟon 7. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or its applicaƟon to any person or  
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or applicaƟon of the provisions to other  
persons or circumstances is unaffected.  
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SecƟon 8. RaƟficaƟon. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effecƟve date of this  
Ordinance is hereby raƟfied and affirmed.  
 
 
SecƟon 9. EffecƟve Date. This Ordinance takes effect on March 2, 2026.  
  
  
  

__________________________________________  
MAYOR  

  
  
ATTEST:  
  
__________________________________________  
CITY CLERK  
  
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
  
__________________________________________  
SENIOR DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY  
  
PASSED:  
  
APPROVED:  
  
PUBLISHED:  
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