
2022 Parks, Arts & Recreation Plan: Public Input Summary



Overview

• Why we plan
• Supporting Plans
• Accomplishments
• Public Engagement
• What we learned
• Equity tool
• Next Steps
• Questions



Why We’re Updating Our Plan…

• To keep current on Olympians’ priorities

• To be eligible for WA RCO grants                 
($7M since 2016)

• To set the stage for integrating Equity, 
Inclusion & Belonging  

• To incorporate Climate mitigation and 
adaptation measures



Supporting Plans & Studies

• Comprehensive Plan

• ADA Assessment and Transition Plan

• West Bay Park Recreation, Trail & Restoration 
Analysis Report

• Kaiser Woods Park Design 

• Karen Fraser Woodland Trail Phase III 
Route Feasibility Analysis

• LBA Woods Trail Improvement Plan

• LERN Recreation Program Review 

• Yelm Hwy Park Master Plan (in-progress)

• Regional Aquatic Facility Feasibility Study 
(in-progress)

Kaiser Woods Park Public Meeting



Major Accomplishments Since 2016

• Purchased 368 acres of park land
• LBA Woods, Kaiser Woods, Yelm Hwy Park, 

and 4 Neighborhood Parks

• Eight new construction projects

• $5 million invested in Major 
Maintenance & ADA projects



Major Accomplishments Since 2016

Stewardship/Maintenance:
• Established a dedicated Park Ranger Program
• Expanded the Volunteers in Parks Program
• Implemented Pesticide Free Parks
Recreation:
• Oly on Ice at the Isthmus Park
• Partnered with The Bridge Music Project
• Increasing revenue each year 

(prior to COVID)
Arts:
• Established Olympia Poet Laureate
• Art Crossings project
• Arts, Culture and Heritage (ArCH) Plan



Public Engagement Overview

Summer & Fall 2020
• Survey #1

o Online @ Engage Olympia
o Paper surveys at 19 Free Lunch Sites 

(English, Spanish, Vietnamese)
o 252 responses

• Youth Summer Camps
o Mini-survey 
o “Design Your Dream Park” exercise

• Ideas Tool on Engage Olympia
o 7 Questions, 63 Ideas



Survey #1 - Top Themes

• Olympians love their access to trails, the waterfront, 
and that parks are plentiful.

• They’d like to see a public pool, more skate parks, 
and more restrooms.



Day Camp Dream Parks



Park Elements You Wish We Had in Olympia…



Public Engagement Overview

Winter 2020/21 & Spring 2021
• Survey #2

o Random Sample Survey
o Paper surveys mailed to City & Olympia UGA residents
o 515 responses

• Advisory Committees & 
Council Review of Public Input
o PRAC – April 15, 2021
o Council – April 20, 2021
o Arts Commission – May 13, 2021 
o Planning Commission – June 7, 2021
o Coalition of Neighborhood Associations – June 14, 2021



Random Sample Survey - Methodology

• Method of Administration
• By mail and online to randomly selected households throughout the City 

and UGA

• Sample Size Goal: 500
• 515 surveys completed
• Margin of error: +/- 4.3% at the 95% level of confidence

• Demographics of survey respondents accurately reflects the actual 
population of the City

• Consultant’s overview of results recorded at PRAC meeting on 
4/15/21  



Random Sample Survey Results

53% of Households That Have Visited Parks in the Past 12 Months, Have Visited Them at Least Once a Week 



84% of Households Rated Parks as “Excellent” or “Good”; Only 2% Rated Parks as “Poor”



Top Barriers to Using Parks Are COVID-19 Concerns and Lack of Feeling of Safety



For All Services, 25% or Less Are Dissatisfied



Highest Unmet Need is for Indoor Swimming Pool



Trails, Restrooms, and Swimming Pools Were Top Choices



High Priority Items Benefit the Largest Number of Residents



Fairly Even Split Suggesting a Balanced Approach



Prioritizing Maintenance and Trail Construction are Most Important to Households



Random Sample Survey Results



Equity Analysis for Prioritization of Future Park Development

Goal of Analysis:
Look at equity-associated 
demographic parameters 
in the undeveloped park 
service areas to help 
inform the order in which 
future parks are 
developed.  



Park Service Area

• ½ mile distance 
(10 min. walk)

• Along 
street/trail 
network

• Starting at park 
entrances

½ Mile - “As the Crow Flies” ½ Mile - Along Street/Trail Network

Yelm 
Highway 

Park
Yelm 

Highway 
Park



Demographic Parameters

• All 2018 variables from 2013-2018 American Community Survey
• All 2020 variables from ESRI 2020 Updated Demographic Data
• All calculations created using ESRI’s Community Analyst software

Criteria Exact Variables

Poverty 2018 Households Below the Poverty Level

Race/Hispanic 2020 Total Non-White and White Hispanic

Age 65+ and <18 2020 Total Population 65+
2020 Total Population Age <18

Multi-Family 2018 Housing: Multi-Family



Quintile Statistical Method
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Results

Park Total Score
Lilly Rd Parcel 16

Evergreen 15.5

Yelm Highway 15

9th Ave Parcel 12.5

8th Ave 12

Grass Lake 12

Burri 11.5

McGrath Woods 10

Mission Creek 8

Log Cabin 8

West Bay 7.5

Edison Parcel 7.5

Kaiser Rd Parcel 6

Ward Lake 5.5

Isthmus 0

28th Ave Parcel 0

18th Ave Parcel 0

Chambers Lake 0



Interactive Web Map



Top Themes Moving Forward

• Balance of investments 
o Acquisition
o Maintenance
o Development

• Major projects are still priorities
• Trails
• Swimming Pool
• Restrooms
• Equity
• Climate



Timeline & Next Steps

• Public Review Draft – September 2021
o Engage Olympia
o Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
oArts Commission

• Revised Draft – December 2021
o City Council Public Hearing – January 2022
o City Council Approval – February 2022

• RCO Deadline – March 1, 2022



For More Parks Plan Details:
olympiawa.gov/parksplan
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