
City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Contact: David Ginther

360.753.8335

Meeting Agenda

Planning Commission

Via Zoom or In Person6:30 PMWednesday, January 25, 2023

Special Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87101393349 Passcode: 747592

-OR-

Dial: 1-253-205-0468

Webinar ID: 871 0139 3349

Passcode: 747592

1. CALL TO ORDER

1.A ROLL CALL

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3. BUSINESS ITEMS

3.A 23-0073 Recommendation on the Joint Urban Growth Area Comprehensive Plan. 

Thurston County Joint Plans Webpage

Olympia Joint Plan comments_combined.pdf

Attachments:

4. ADJOURNMENT

Accommodations

The City of Olympia is committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of all persons in employment and 

the delivery of services and resources.  If you require accommodation for your attendance at the City 

Advisory Committee meeting, please contact the Advisory Committee staff liaison (contact number in the 

upper right corner of the agenda) at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  For hearing impaired, 

please contact us by dialing the Washington State Relay Service at 7-1-1 or 1.800.833.6384.
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Planning Commission

Recommendation on the Joint Urban Growth
Area Comprehensive Plan.

Agenda Date: 1/25/2023
Agenda Item Number: 3.A

File Number:23-0073

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: recommendation Version: 1 Status: In Committee

Title
Recommendation on the Joint Urban Growth Area Comprehensive Plan.

Recommended Action
Move to recommend approval of the Joint Urban Growth Area Comprehensive Plan and forward a
recommendation letter to the City Council.

Report
Issue:
Whether to recommend approval of the Joint Urban Growth Area Comprehensive Plan.

Staff Contact:
Cari Hornbein, Senior Planner, Community Planning and Development, 360.753.8048

Presenter(s):
Leah Davis, Associate Planner, Thurston County Community Planning

Background and Analysis:
The City of Olympia and Thurston County have been working together to adopt a joint
comprehensive plan for the unincorporated portions of Olympia’s Urban Growth Area (UGA). This
plan will establish a vision, set policies, and once adopted, make the land use process more
predictable for community residents and more seamless for the city and county when annexations
occur.

The public hearing on the Joint UGA Plan was held on November 20, 2022. Commissioners
discussed but did not take action on the Plan. Discussion will continue at the upcoming meeting, and
if ready to take action, there would be a motion and vote by each of the Planning Commissions.
Olympia’s recommendation would go to the City Council who would then submit its position to the
Board of County Commissioners.

Climate Analysis:
The Joint Plan contains goals and policies that support the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
including but not limited to the construction of energy efficient buildings; efficient transportation
systems; increased use of transit and alternate transportation modes; reduction in solid waste that
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goes to landfills; and preservation of the urban tree canopy.

Equity Analysis:
The Joint Plan envisions a diverse and inclusive community. The City recognizes that equity is
essential to all areas of the Joint Plan and is committed to eliminating inequity in the community.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
Comments letters submitting prior to the public hearing are attached. Commentors expressed
concerns related to UGA capacity, housing and population data, traffic impacts, stormwater and
wastewater management, school capacity, residential densities, farmland preservation, and changes
in zoning that would remove the requirement for a grocery store on the undeveloped portion of
Glenmore Village.

Options:
1. Recommend the City Council support Thurston County adoption of the Joint Urban Growth Area
Comprehensive Plan.
2. Recommend the City Council support Thurston County adoption of the Joint Urban Growth Area
Comprehensive Plan with modifications proposed by the Planning Commission.
3. Recommend the City Council not support adoption of the Joint Urban Growth Area
Comprehensive Plan.

Financial Impact:
Work on the Joint Plan is covered by the Community Planning and Development Department’s base
budget.

Attachments:

Thurston County Joint Plans Website

Comments
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ID DATE ENTERED BY COMMENTER NAME CONTACT EMAIL CONTACT PHONETYPE OF COMMENT SUMMARY COUNTY RESPONSE

OJP-1 7-Sep-22 Leah Laurie Briggs lauriesue33@gmail.com concern
Doesn't want more traffic in 
Glenmore Village neighborhood

Thank you for your comment.

OJP-2 27-Nov-22 Leah Cynthia Stonick ckelpforest@gmail.com concerned

Wants a grocery store at Glenmore 
Village; don't reduce parking; don't 
annex into the city; have all public 
meetings available online; deal with 
stormwater; schools are 
overcrowded; reduce residential 
density.

Thank you for your comments.

OJP-3 30-Nov-22 Leah Loretta Seppanen laurel.lodge@comcast.net concerned

Concerned that the UGA capacity is 
not capable of handling projected 
growth. Wants more protection for 
farmland.

-6
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From: Cynthia Stonick
To: Leah Davis
Subject: Incoming Comment on Thurston 2045
Date: Sunday, November 27, 2022 7:16:57 PM

Name: Cynthia Stonick

Email: ckelpforest@gmail.com

Message: I only support the original decision to have a grocery store which is sorely needed!!!

Please explain to me why the City is providing options that require having no community
oriented shopping center - which was our former goal...??

Time: November 28, 2022 at 3:16 am
IP Address: 76.135.16.103
Contact Form URL: https://thurstoncomments.org/comment-on-glenmore-village-rezone/

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.
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From: Cynthia Stonick
To: Leah Davis
Subject: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
Date: Sunday, November 27, 2022 7:34:02 PM

Name: Cynthia Stonick

Email: ckelpforest@gmail.com

Message: The idea to reduce vehicular parking spaces/traffic is not an option for us until there
are more frequent bus times and longer bus hours. The County cannot assume they have
addressed congestion issues by providing less parking spaces without realistic community
transportation services. 

I see no justification for the PO/MD zone. Leave the Zoning as is!!! Stop changing plans that
have not been included in the long range planning process!

Time: November 28, 2022 at 3:33 am
IP Address: 76.135.16.103
Contact Form URL: https://thurstoncomments.org/olympia-joint-plan-comments/

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.
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From: Cynthia Stonick
To: Leah Davis
Subject: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
Date: Sunday, November 27, 2022 7:52:38 PM

Name: Cynthia Stonick

Email: ckelpforest@gmail.com

Message: Allow the elderly and other immune impaired individuals to avoid COVID and
influenza by participating online and by phone for all meetings!!! If you leave us out, it is not
really a public process!

Time: November 28, 2022 at 3:52 am
IP Address: 76.135.16.103
Contact Form URL: https://thurstoncomments.org/olympia-joint-plan-comments/

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.
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From: Cynthia Stonick
To: Leah Davis
Subject: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
Date: Sunday, November 27, 2022 8:33:29 PM

Name: Cynthia Stonick

Email: ckelpforest@gmail.com

Message: Better stormwater management must be realized. This issue already ground
development within the UGA to a halt several years back. Digging deeper ditches on Wiggins
Rd. only made the road that more dangerous during icy conditions. This was one of the most
pathetic "solutions" for stormwater I have witnessed to date (other than just letting roads flood
- which we used to do on Cooper Pt Rd by Blacklack Blvd). 

We need more areas for drainage, more detention and retention ponds. Stormwater cannot be
an after thought. Developers need to pay upfront for this infrastructure. The aggregate effects
must not be ignored. It costs the taxpayers a lot more to fix problems after the fact. Then there
is the fact that this water should be treated. Volume and run off rates are likely to be larger
than we are currently required to build. Are we really addressing Climate Change if we do not
prepare for future runoff volumes??? 

Kudos to the City for addressing waste water quantity and for their treatment methodologies.
Again developers must pay for the infrastructure or we will once again have CSO problems! It
appears unlikely they will be able to keep pace with development.

The schools within our area are wholly inadequate to serve the population of children residing
here. Again, why aren't the developers being held accountable!!! I am horrified that we keep
packing the children in closer and closer together. 

I am very disappointed to see that the major builders in Thurston County are located in
California and thus bring California building styles to our previously more community
oriented neighborhoods. Why do the City and County not consider the ramifications of
squished together homes. Where are we really building up - multifamily units have mostly
been two stories??? We seem to be looking at our next step instead of ahead of us to really
develop long range solutions.

Time: November 28, 2022 at 4:33 am
IP Address: 76.135.16.103
Contact Form URL: https://thurstoncomments.org/olympia-joint-plan-comments/

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.
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Sent: Sunday, November 27, 2022 8:33 PM
To: Leah Davis <leah.davis@co.thurston.wa.us>
Subject: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
 
Name: Cynthia Stonick

Email: ckelpforest@gmail.com

Message: Better stormwater management must be realized. This issue already ground development
within the UGA to a halt several years back. Digging deeper ditches on Wiggins Rd. only made the
road that more dangerous during icy conditions. This was one of the most pathetic "solutions" for
stormwater I have witnessed to date (other than just letting roads flood - which we used to do on
Cooper Pt Rd by Blacklack Blvd). 

We need more areas for drainage, more detention and retention ponds. Stormwater cannot be an
after thought. Developers need to pay upfront for this infrastructure. The aggregate effects must not
be ignored. It costs the taxpayers a lot more to fix problems after the fact. Then there is the fact that
this water should be treated. Volume and run off rates are likely to be larger than we are currently
required to build. Are we really addressing Climate Change if we do not prepare for future runoff
volumes??? 

Kudos to the City for addressing waste water quantity and for their treatment methodologies. Again
developers must pay for the infrastructure or we will once again have CSO problems! It appears
unlikely they will be able to keep pace with development.

The schools within our area are wholly inadequate to serve the population of children residing here.
Again, why aren't the developers being held accountable!!! I am horrified that we keep packing the
children in closer and closer together. 

I am very disappointed to see that the major builders in Thurston County are located in California
and thus bring California building styles to our previously more community oriented neighborhoods.
Why do the City and County not consider the ramifications of squished together homes. Where are
we really building up - multifamily units have mostly been two stories??? We seem to be looking at
our next step instead of ahead of us to really develop long range solutions.

Time: November 28, 2022 at 4:33 am
IP Address: 76.135.16.103
Contact Form URL: https://thurstoncomments.org/olympia-joint-plan-comments/

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.
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From: ckelpforest@gmail.com
To: Leah Davis
Subject: RE: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
Date: Monday, November 28, 2022 10:38:11 AM

Leah,
 
Thank you for all of the information/clarifications you provided!!
 
Fyi-  I am not alone in feeling dissatisfied with the amount that developers are paying for
infrastructure.  And I can assure you that the school crowding situation was getting to be a problem
when my son was younger eighteen years ago!!  Are there some new high schools in the Glenmore
Village area that I don’t know about?? 
 
Thanks again for your thorough and respectful responses to my comments and queries.  It is nice to
communicate with somebody who takes the time to respond and on top of this, explain what I
missed!!!
 
Sincerely,
-C
 
 

From: Leah Davis <leah.davis@co.thurston.wa.us> 
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2022 9:01 AM
To: Cynthia Stonick <ckelpforest@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Incoming Comment on Olympia Joint Plan
 
Ms. Stonick:
 
Thank you for sharing your comments regarding these issues. This particular process is to update the
Olympia Joint Plan, it is the comprehensive plan of the Olympia Urban Growth Areas. It does not
contain any regulatory language for the issues you have brought forward.
 
However, there are already many regulations in place that attempt to control runoff; as is their duty,
I believe the school district is always working toward dealing with the growing school population;
and developers do pay for infrastructure (fire, police, parks and schools) through the building permit
process and always provide the streets, sidewalks and lighting when a new development is
approved.
 
Thank you for your comments.
 
Leah Davis
 
 

From: Cynthia Stonick <donotreply@wordpress.com> 
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