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Study Session

1. ROLL CALL

2. BUSINESS ITEM

2.A 18-1019 Briefing on the Lower Deschutes Basin Planning Process

EIS Process MapAttachments:

3. ADJOURNMENT

The City of Olympia is committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of all persons in employment and 

the delivery of services and resources.  If you require accommodation for your attendance at the City 

Council meeting, please contact the Council's Executive Assistant at 360.753.8244 at least 48 hours in 

advance of the meeting.  For hearing impaired, please contact us by dialing the Washington State Relay 

Service at 7-1-1 or 1.800.833.6384.
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City Council

Briefing on the Lower Deschutes Basin
Planning Process

Agenda Date: 10/23/2018
Agenda Item Number: 2.A

File Number:18-1019

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: study session Version: 1 Status: Study Session

Title
Briefing on the Lower Deschutes Basin Planning Process

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Receive a briefing from the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services (DES) staff about
the Lower Deschutes Basin planning process.

Report
Issue:
Whether to receive a briefing from the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services (DES)
staff about the Lower Deschutes Basin planning process. In 2018, DES receiving funding to conduct
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) regarding options for the Lower Deschutes Basin.  Staff
from DES will be at the study session to brief the City Council on this work and to describe proposed
next steps.

Staff Contact:
Steve Hall, City Manager, (360) 753-8370
Rich Hoey, Director, Public Works, (360) 753-8495
Andy Haub, Line of Business Director, Public Works, (360) 570-3795

Presenter(s):
Carrie Martin, Facilities Division, Department of Enterprise Services
Jessi Massingale, Environmental Engineer/Oceanographer, Floyd|Snider

Background and Analysis:
More than 65 years ago, the State of Washington built a dam across the Deschutes River and
created Capitol Lake as an amenity to the State Capitol campus.  Over time, numerous questions
and debates have arisen about the lake’s contribution to water quality concerns, fish run
impediments, sedimentation, flood control and other issues.
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For the past many years, State agencies, local governments, interest groups, the Squaxin Island
Indian tribe, and various other individuals have discussed and debated whether the lake should
continue or be restored to an estuary or some hybrid option.

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process intended to provide reliable data to help the
State make that decision.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
Various stakeholders and groups are being asked for input from DES during the EIS process.  DES
staff can provide a list of those parties and the process used to gain input.

Options:
Receive a briefing.

Financial Impact:
There are no costs associated with the briefing.  Olympia residents may incur future costs depending

on the State’s decision related to the lake/estuary.

Attachments:

EIS Process Map
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Q3 2018 Q4 2018 Q2 2019 Q3 2019

DRAFT
Capitol Lake/Lower Deschutes Watershed EIS – Process Schedule 

Q4 2019Q1 2019

Early 
Outreach 
at Harbor 

Days

Comment Period 
through

November 13
(48 days)

9/26

EIS Scoping
Describe EIS Process
Solicit scoping comments
Input on process participation

Online Open House

Scoping 
Mtg #1

10/10

Scoping 
Mtg #2

10/22

Review Public 
Comment, Identify 
Primary Themes, & 
Define Scope of EIS

Scoping 
Notice 
Issued

October

Executive Work Group (EWG)
Technical Work Group (TWG)
Funding & Governance Work 
Group (FGWG)

* Work Group meetings will be open
to the public.

TWG 
Mtg

EIS Scoping Report
Major comment
themes
Scope of EIS

EWG 
Mtg

TWG 
Mtg

EWG 
Mtg

TWG 
Mtg

Tech Eval & Alt Analyses
Charrette to define
measurable evaluation
criteria

EWG 
Mtg

TWG 
Mtg

FGWG 
Mtg

Tech Eval & Alt Analyses
Charrette for design
considerations/  
technical analyses/
methodology

Technical Evaluation, Alternatives Analyses, and Draft EIS

2020–2021

Technical Evaluation & Alternatives Analyses Preparation of Draft EIS

Draft EIS 
Public 

Mtg

Scoping 
Report 
Issued

CCDAC 
Briefing

9/24

SCC 
Briefing

10/18

Interest 
Group 

Briefings

Legend

Meeting Milestone

Notes

For more information please visit:
CapitolLakeWatershedEIS.org

or email:
info@capitollakewatershedeis.org. 

Meeting materials, including video tapes of the EWG meetings, are 
available on the project website. 

The Washington State Department of Enterprise Services ensures full 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting 
discrimination against any person based on race, color, national origin, or 
sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally 
assisted programs and activities. For questions or to requests special 
accommodations, please call us at (360) 407‐7965 by 10 a.m. three days 
prior to meetings. For TDD users, please use the state’s toll‐free relay 
service, 711 and ask the operator to dial (360) 407‐7965.

Community Sounding 
Board (CSB) 
participants selected 
to represent 
diverse community 
perspectives.

* CSB meetings will be open to the public.

Transition 
into 

Phase 3

EWG 
Mtg

TWG 
Mtg

Tech Eval & Alt Analyses
Charrette to review
potential mitigation
measures

FGWG 
Mtg

Scoping Final EIS

October 18, 2018

Capitol Campus 
Design Advisory 
Committee 
(CCDAC)
State Capitol 
Committee (SCC)
Legislative

Interest 
Group 

Briefings

FGWG 
Mtg

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Work Group Engagement

Decision-Making Bodies Engaged by Enterprise Services 

Community Engagement

CCDAC 
Briefing

SCC 
Briefing

CCDAC 
Briefing

SCC 
Briefing

Legislative Briefings & 
OFM/Governor’s Office 

Briefings

* Anticipated Legislative briefings are shown, additional briefings may occur as requested or needed.

Continued Briefings with 
Decision‐Making Bodies

Ident.
Preferred

Altern.

Preparation of 
Final EIS

Final EIS 
Issued

Continued Work Group Meetings for the 
Draft & Final EIS

Recom.
Shared 

Funding 
Model

Potential Additional Community Outreach Events

CSB Mtg CSB Mtg CSB Mtg

Legislative Briefings & 
OFM/Governor’s Office 

Briefings

Legislative Briefings & 
OFM/Governor’s Office 

Briefings

Public 
Comment 

Period

Draft EIS 
Issued

EWG 
Mtg

EWG 
Mtg

FGWG 
Mtg
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