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18.f2.020 General Purpose and Intent
The purpose and intent of this chapter is to provide for the identification, enhancemento
perpetuation and use of historic resources within the City in order to:

A. Safeguard the heritage of the City as represented by those sites, buildings, districts, structures
and objects which reflect significant elements of the City's history.

B. Strengthen the economic vitality of the City by promoting the stabilization and improvement
of property values in historic areas, and by encouraging new buildings and developments that will
be harmonious with existing historic buildings and areas.

F. Promote and facilitate the early identification and resolution of conflicts between the
preservation of historic resources and altemative land uses.

(Ord. 7011 $1, 2016; Ord.649I $8, 2007).

18.12.055 Heritage Commission Powers and Duties
A. The major responsibilities of the Heritage Commission are: to identi$z and actively encourage
the preservation of Olympia's historic resources by maintaining, updating, and expanding the
Olympia Heritage Register and reviewing proposed changes to Heritage Register properties; to
raise community awareness of Olympia's history and historic resources; and to serve as the City's
primary resource in matters of history, historic planning and preservation.

In carrying out these responsibilities the Heritage Commission shall engage in the following:

6. Review proposals and applications to construct, change, alter, modify, remodelo remove
or significantly affbct properties or districts on the Heritage Register properties, as provided
OMC 18.12.090 and 18.12.100. Such review shall be for the purpose of providing
recommendations on the irnpacts of the proposed action to the identified historic resource. All
recommendations shall be consistent with the Design Review Criteria and SEPA Mitigation.
The City agency or body charged with acting on such a permit or document shall forward a

copy of the final decision to the Heritage Commission.

7. Make recommendations to the City Council to be used in the land use and permitting
process to guide this review.

15. Review and provide recommendations to the City Council on the conduct of land use,
housing and redevelopment, municipal improvement, and other types of planning and
programs undertaken by any agency of the City, other neighboring cities and towns, the
County, the state or federal governments, as they relate to historic and archaeological
resources within the City.

(Ord. 7011 $1,2016; Ord. 6491 $8,2007).

18.12.090 Heritage Register - Alteration and Construction
A. Applicability. (See Design Guidelines, Sections i_8.105.020 and 18-[!5¡03Q, Remodeled
Historic Buildings.) No person shall construct any new building or structure, or reconstruct, alter,
restore, remodel, repair or demolish any existing building or structure which is on the Heritage



Register or within a Historic Disfrict without review by the Heritage Commission, the Heritage
Review Comrnittee, or Joint Design Review, as required by OMC I 8.12.020 ancl I 8.76. 180. The
review shall apply only to exterior or interior features designated as significant and relating to the
designation of the property to the Heritage Register and interior features for historically significant
interior spaces of public buildings, including privately owned buildings open to the public;
provided, that this section shall have no application to ordinary repair and maintenance, including
painting, or Emergency Repair measures as defined in Chapter 18.02, Definitions. Violation of
this rule shall be grounds for the Heritage Commission to review the property for removal from
the Heritage Register. The review shall be based upon OMC I 8.105.020 and 18.105.030.

C. Standards for Review.

2. For any property located within a Historic District, the proposed construction, removal,
rehabilitation, alteration, remodeling, excavation or exterior alteration shall conform to the
standards in OMC I 8.1 10.210, 18. 105.020, and I 8.105.030 and preserve the historic context
and merit of the district, consistent with The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties (as amended).

3. Proposed alterations or significant changes necessary or appropriate in order to meet the
requirements of any other law, statute, ordinance, regulation, code or ordinance shall be
coordinated with, and given consideration along with historic preservation concems, in
reviewing proposed changes to Heritage Register properties.

(Ord. 701I $1,2016; Ord. 6886 ç22,2013;Ord.649l $8,2007).

18.12.100 Demolition of a Historic Building or a Contributing Historic District Property
Demolition of a Historic Building or a Contributing Historic District Property. Findings and a
recommendation to the Building Offrcial made by the Heritage Commission or Historic
Preservation Officer is required before a permit may be issued to allow whole or partial demolition
of a designated structure or facility of recognized historical significance, which for the puryoses
of WAC 197-l l-800(2)(f) is one listed on the Olympia Heritage Register, Washington Heritage
Register or National Register of Historic Places. The owner or his/her agent shall apply to the
building official who will request a review of the proposed demolition by the Heritage
Commission. The Heritage Commission shall recommend to the Building Official the approval or
denial of the proposed demolition. Recommendations may also include steps to mitigate the loss
of the property through, but not limited to, the procedures described in the SEPA Mitigation Policy
for Olympia Historic Resources. The Building Official shall give substantial weight to these
recommendations in establishing conditions of approval of the permits granted. If the structure is
demolished, the Heritage Commission shall initiate the procedure for removal ofthe structure from
the Heritage Register and may recommend designation as a historic site.

(Ord. 701I $1, 2016; Ord. 6491 $8, 2007).

18.12.110 Removal of Designation
In the event that any property is no longer deemed appropriate for designation to the Heritage
Register, the Heritage Commission may remove such designation by the same procedure as

provided for in establishing the designation, particularþ Section 18.12.085(D), (E) and (F). A
property may be removed from the Olympia Heritage Register without the owner's consent.



(Ord. 7011 $1, 2016; Ord.649l $8, 2007).

Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation projects must meet the following Standards, as interpreted by the Nationat Park
Service, to qualiff as "certified rehabilitations" eligible for the 20zo rehabilitation tax credit. The
Standards are applied to projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and
technical feasibility.

The Standards apply to historic buildings of all periodso styles, types, materials, and sizes. They
apply to both the exterior and the interior of historic buildings. The Standards also encompass
related landscape features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or
related new construction.

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires
minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal ofhistoric
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize aproperty shall be avoided.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes
that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undert¿ken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic signifïcance
in their own right shall be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a historic property shall be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced, 'Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the
old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or
pictorial evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved.
If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect
the historic integrify of the property and its environment.

10.New additions and adjacent or related new conskuction shall be undertaken in such a
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property
and its environment would be unimpaired.


