“\—Lc—fk( out _D)

Howard Point Place Name Project

141 | v TFEI1CEI% ] |
s 5 &F o 1

Information Packet

Contents

Project Summary, and Contact

Historic Context

Submission Form: US Board on Geographic Names

Email: USBGN to Edward Echtle, 26 March 2018.

WA Dept of Natural Resources Hearing — Letter & Agenda, 7 December 2018.
Supporting Documentation

Article: Rebecca Howard, by Jennifer Crooks

Deed: CH Hale to Alexander & Rebecca Howard, 1864 '

Brochure: Olympia Area Black Pioneers '

PG [ SRR purte | P ey ST
F!epalﬂu DY CUWdiu LLTILE

25 October 2018



Howard Point Place Name Project

Project Summary

A project begun in 2012 brought together local historians and preservationists to document and
interpret the lives and contributions of Olympia area Black pioneers. Collaborators included the
Oiympia Heritage Cormmissivn, The Olympia Histuricai Sudiety, histurians Thelina Jacksoi, Roger Lastoi,
Edward Echtle and others to comb local libraries and archives for information as well as capture living
memories of local residents through oral interviews.

The first phase of the project culminated in the publication of a historic walking tour by the City of
Olympia and a small but growing collection of oral histories. Since then, the project has continued to
gather new materials including deeds, photos, newspaper clippings and more to illuminate the little-
known lives of the area’s early Black residents.

In 2017, researchers discovered a small point on the eastern shore of Budd Inlet was known to early
residents as “Howard Point,” named after the Howard family who resided there. While commonly used
in the era, this geographic name referencing the pioneer Howard family has never received recognition
as an official place name. In February of 2018 it was submitted to the US Bureau of Geographic Names
for consideration as anm official place name.

On December 7, 2018 the Washington Committee on Geographic Names will review the proposed name
and decide whether to recommend inclusion to the US Board of Geographic Names. Local support is
key to the process. Please call, email or send letters of support to:

Caleb Maki

Executive Secretary: WA Committee on Geographic Names
PO Box 47030

Olympia, WA 98504-7030

caleb.maki@dnr.wa.gov

(360) 902-1280

Thank you for your consideration,

Edward Echtle
echtle.research@outlook.com

(360) 485-2396




Howard Point: Historic Context

Local and regional historians have long recognized the contributions of the Alexander and Rebecca
Howard family as prominent citizens of early Olympia. The Howards operated the Pacific House Hotel
on what is now Capitol Way from the late 1850s to the 1870s, renowned for its service and hospitality.
Rebecca Howard managed the hotel and kitchen, making a reputation for herself as a savvy
businesswoman, a fine hostess and avid community booster.

In 1864 the Howards purchased the north half the Calvin H Hale Donation Claim on Olympia’s east side
and established a fine farm on what became known locally as Howard Point. The Howards also
speculated in land, acquiring properties in and around Olympia. In the 1870s, when Olympia vied to
become the Northern Pacific Railroad terminus on Puget Sound, the Howards offered to donate part of
their land to support the cause.

After the Howards’ deaths in the late 1800s, the land was sold and divided. As the area grew, residents
used “Howard Point” as a landmark to guide people to the neighborhood and developers featured it on
maps. Since that time filling and road construction has made the feature less prominent, and the name
was never made official. This project seeks to correct that omission, restoring the Howards’ name to the
landscape to honor their importance in Olympia’s early history.




2/14/2018 DGNP - Summary Printout

1. Propose New or Change Name

asal I 9375
; 14-FEB-18
Jubmitted: 14-FEB-18
Isire Howard Point
juestest Name an unnamed fealure
T —
Does not appear in GNIS Database, on current USGS Maps or NOAA Charts
No

_acal Santlict: INo

il Conict Oetaill: «
Addigienal Jatails: =
St :
Faature Zinss DON'T KNOW
A small point of land on the east shore of the East Bay Channel of Budd Inlet, within the city of Olympia, Thurston

Daseriptive information: County, Washington State.

Namaed for the pioneer Alexander and Rebecca Howard family whose home was located here in the 1860s and 1870s.

The name was in local use in the 19th century. The Howards were prominent business people and one of the earliest
Maaning si Significance: iAfricV:anr Aryefiggp families to settle in Washington Territory.

Commemaraiive [Yes
'Rebecca Groundage Howard (1827-1881) and Alexander Howard (1810-1890) were free Black citizens who relocated to
+Olympia from Massachusetts in the 1850s. The Howards conducted a restaurant and hotel in Olympia Washington in
the late 1950s through the 1860s. They also invested in property in Olympia and were strong advocates for the city's
Siographizal nfermation: development. Ir) /tljf) 1870s they donated a significant amount of money to help fund the first railroad in Olympia.

Supporting Materiais Yes

2. Supporting Materials (Uploaded)

Filename File Comments
Mural.jpg Mural in Olympia near the site of the Howard's Hotel.
Otympia Area Black Pioneers.pdf City of Olympia Historical Brochure: Olympia area Black Pioneers- see section "Pacific House Hotel"
1906-2-2 WA Standard.JPG 1906 Washington Standard newspaper article showing the name "Howard Point" in local use.
Crooks - Rebecca Howard.pdf Article by Jennifer Crooks re: the Howards.
1890 Map of Olympia - Howard Point.JPG 1890 Whitham's real estate map of Olympia, detail view.
1889-7-12 WA Standard.JPG Washington Standard Newspaper, 12 July 1889 showing Howards lived at the site.
1861-1-17 Puget Sound Herald.JPG 1861 news article lauding Mrs Howard's hotel and restaurant.
1863-10-10 SF Pacific Appeal - Pacific House.JPG 1863 advertisement for the Howard's Pacific House Hotel and Restaurant
1874-3-19 PS Dispatch.JPG 1874 article showing the Howards' support for a railroad to Olympia.

3. States and Counties

State Name County Name
Washington  Thurston

4. Geographic Coordinates

Format Obtained From Describe Other LatDeg Min Sec Long Deg Min Sec Decimal Lat Decimal Lang  Additional Details
[s]n] Other Google Maps - - . - - - - - 47.055546 -122.894300 -

5. Administrative Areas

Administrative Area Typa  Administrative Area Name  Administrative Area Details
City Olympia

6. Maps and Documents with Name

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=132:19:4198717234665::NO 112



U.8. Department of the Interior | U.S. Geological Survey

URL: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/f?p=DGNPPublic

Page Contact Information: Call (703) 648-4552 or email BGN Manager
Page Last Modifled: Wednesday, 13-November-2013

DGNPGUEST

2/14/2018 DGNP - Summary Printout
Source Type Source Details Source Date (yyyy)
Map Whitham and Page's map of Olympia and surroundings, 1890. Held by the Washington State Digital Archives. 1890
7. Other (Variant) Names and Their Source
No information has been entered.
8. Authorities
Last Name First Name Email Address Street  Addrass City  address State  Address Zip Phone Occupation  Years
City of
Olympia
Sadlier Michelle msadlier@ci.olympia.wa.us 601 4th Ave E Olympia Washington 98501 3607538031  Historic 5
Preservation
Officer
9. Submitters and/or Praparers
Role in Proposal Last Name  First Name Phone Emait Street City State Zip Country Company Title
. B UNITED
BOTH Echtle Edward 3604852396 echtle.research@outlook.com  n 8th Tacoma WA 98406 STATES
st
Accessibility FOIA Privacy Palicies and Motices

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=132:19:4198717234665::NO
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512018 Mail - echile resaarch@oullovk.com

Re: [EXTERNAL] Place Name Submission - Howard Paint

BGNEXEC, G5-N-MAC <bgnexec®usys gov> Repiy

Did you raceive the acknowledgment we sent on March 5th? Al that time, we shared your propasal with the Washingtan Board on Geographic Names: the Executive Secratary of the State
Board has informed us he will follow up with you shortly ta discuss the State's review process Fresumably that will nappen saan

Thank you far checking in. If you have any other questians, please let us know
Jennifer Runyan, research staff

U $ Board an Geographic Names
(703) 648-4550 B

s e FQIWACEH (NASSAGEH ~—are

me BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov>

Date: Man, Mar 5, 2018 at 5:43 PM

Sub]acl Fwd: EGN Pmpoaa!# 9375 Howaud Point, Washington

mw
m. Lauls Yost <|yost@usgg.gov> "MAKI, CALEB (DNR}" <galuisuskilfsior i, gov- msadller@cl.olympia.-wa.us. Tam Carisan <lcailson@usgs.gov»

Qear ir. Echtle
This acknowledges yaur proposai to the U S Board on Geographic Names to make afficial the name Howard Poigt far a paint of land {“cape”) in the City of Olympia. Our apologies for not responding befare now.

The Board 15 by law far graphic names far use by the Federal Government, and its members must approve any name before It can appear on Federal maps and preducts. We will prepare a case brief for the
name Haward Point and add it ta the Bonrd’s next Quanerlv Review List for cansideration by all interested parties

Local acceptance af any pame s /mpartant to the Board, 50 by a copy af this rasponse, we are forwarding the proposal to the Washington Board on Geographle Names for its review. As part of its research, the State Board will seek Input
irom the governimants of the Clty of Olympla and Thurstan Caunty and fram othar arganizations that it datermings might have an interest In the matter. The Executive Secretary of the State Board may also cantact you directly to discuss
the State’s reviaw process and to aduise whether any additional infarmation is required  Finally, in accordance with Federal pallcies regarding Tribal consultation, we are required to ask any Amerlcan Indlan tribes with an Interest In the

ares If they wish lo comment

Qnce our research is camplets and all interested partias have had an oppartunity ta comment, we wilf present the proposal for Howard Point to the U.S. Board for discussion and a decision. The entire process typically takes several months
{the State Board meals just twice a yaar), but we will natify you in writing as saan as the Hinal decision is rendered,

Thank yau far yaur Interast in the namas af If you have amy i please int us know.

Sincarely,

Tennifer Runyar, research staff

Far Lou Yast, Execulive Secrstary

U'S Board on Gaographic Names

U S. Geologital Survey, Geographic Names Office
523 Natlanal Canter

Restan, VA 20182-0513

Phane/lax; {703) 648-4550 / {703) 648-4549
Jrunven@uses,gov or BGNEXEC@usks.goy.
htips:/Reonames,usgs.gov

htlps:/foullock live. 708 Vip

7n



DEFPARTMENT OF
MATURAL RESOURCES

COMMNITTEE 0N CEOGRAPWIL NAMES
PO Box 400

Crymgms, WA WS04 HoEl
360-902-1280

BOGINGONR WA (x>
WWW DR WA GG

October 9, 2018

Micheile Sadlier
60} 4th Ave E
Olympia, WA 98501

Dear Michelle Sadlier,

Y our proposal to name Howard Poiat is scheduled for its final hearing before the Washington State
Committee on Geographic Names on 12/7/2018 in Olympia,

Proposed names may receive two or more hearings before the Washington State Committee on
Geographic Names. Meetings are usually held twice a year. At the first meeting, the Committee
decides whether or not to consider the name, and at the second, the Committee makes a decision to
approve, deny. or defer the proposed name.

In the intervening months, the Committee staff solicits opinions and comments from historical
socicties, county officials. federal agencies, mountaineering clubs, and any other group or person
who can provide information or an informed opinion on the proposal. The Committee uses this
information to make a decision according to guicelines previously established by the Committee.

If there is additional pertinent information (names and addresses of longtime residents, property
owners adjacent to the feature, or historical information to help us in our research) beyond what is
provided in the Geographic Name Application, plcase let me know at your carliest convenience.

You are welcome to attend the hearing on your proposal, and will be given an opportunity to make a
statement or provide information or clarification at that timc. An agenda for the next Committee on
Geographic Names meeting will be mailed to you prior to the meeting.

I you have any questions or additional information to convey, please call me at (360) 902-1280, or
ematil me at caleb.makidnr.wa.gov.

Sincerely.

Caleb Maki. Executive Secretary
Washington Committee on Geographic Names
PO Box 47030

Olympia WA OR504-7030)

(360)902-1280
caleb.maki @dnr.wa.gov



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names
December 7, 2018

11:00am to 12:00pm
Department of Natural Resources - Room 172
1111 Washington St SE - Olympia WA 98504

Agenda

CALL TC ORDER

NAMES FOR FINAL CONSIDERATION

Clallam County
Littleneck Beach — New Name

Spokane County
Arturdee Creek — New Name
Pinecroft Peak — New Name

Thurston County
Howard Point — New Name

NAMES DEFERRED FOR INITTIAL CONSIDERATION

Chelan County
Nason Bach — Name Change

NAMES FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION

Chelan County
Saddle Rock — Name Change

Grays Harbor
Traitors Islet - Name Change

Kitsap County
LeCuyer Creek — New Name
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Rebecca Howard in Massachusetts
Courtesy, Howard Family Descendants

Pacific Coast Business Directory, 1867

Pacnflc House Hotel ca 1900

Mural at site of Pacific House Hotel, Olympia

-WSHS Photo = Al N . -Edward Echtle Photo
I“‘M"% ml SALE OF COUNTY PROPERTY.
' piRBE SaE i The following described real prop-

erty will be sold by the County Tress-
urer at the front door of the Court
House on Saterdsy, February 10, 1906,
-hhﬂ.m;n’.‘bbﬂ

CITY PROVERTY.

Application No. 303, —Lots 4.5 and 6, in
Hwh 7. of Sebeee's Adsdition to Olyme
[ pin, $3L  Sebree’s Addition lies about
one-hall mile north of Fourth and easy
of Howard Point. The lots here de-
scribeed constitute the east half of the
block, each about 43x120 feet.

Washington Standard, 3 January 1890.

Washington Standard, 2 February 1906




Detail: Whitham’s Map of Olympia, 1890

Washington State Digital Archives




Olymp|a Harbor, 1892
US Coast and Geodetic Survey [NOAA]

CurrentParceI Map

-Thurston Geodata




Rebecca Howard:

A Determined 19™ Century Businesswoman

ebecca Howard is one of the most famous women
in Olympia’s history. Although information
n her is limited, it is clear that she lived an
important and interesting lite. She was 2 businesswoman,
wite, and mother with a determined character. As an
African American woman in the late nineteenth century,
Rebecea faced great prejudice and racism. But she was
able to overcome this and become a prominent and
well-loved citizen in the eyes of many Olympians.
Rebecca H. Groundage was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania in 1827. Alexander Howard, who would later
become her husband, was born seven years earlier on
the 25" of June, possibly in New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Both of them were born into free African American
families. On November 2, 1843, Alexander Howard

known as the best place to cat in Olvmpu, Courtesy Roger Eustan,

18

Ry fennifer rook s

married Rebecca Groundage in New Bedford. The couple
would be married tor thirty-eight years, until Rebecca’s
death. Alexander was a cooper, 2 maker of barrels. The
couple remained in New Bedford for s few years.
By 1859, the Howards had moved to Olympia. Few

African Americans lived in Washington Territory at
the time. On September 92, the Pioncer und Democrat
newspaper published an advertisement for the Pacific
Restaurant (formerly called the Pacific House),
the first record of the Howards in Olympia. Their
establishment was advertised under Alexander’s name:
“The proprietor will endeavor to mamntain the reputation
this establishment has ever sustained since its opening
as the BEST HOUSE in town. No effort will be spared
to make the stay of parties seeking pleasure here as
ably as possible.” The Howards also promised
“meals at every hour of day or night.” Later
advertisements were in Rebecca’s name.
/ Col. William Cock originally built the

# Pacific House in 1854 and added an annex of
twenty feet a few years later. Apparently, Mr.
and Mrs. Howard leased the House for a while
(renaming it the Pacific Restaurant though it was
' still commonly known as the Pacific House),
| butowned it by a later date. The building was
renovated by 1860, According to the May 16
1860 issue of the Proneer and Democrat, the hotel
promised “good clean beds and well ventilated

rooms.” In time, Rebeccas establishiment became

: : 2 = =t known as the best place to eat in town. What
Located on Third and Main Streets (now State Avenue and Capitol Way), the
Pavific House/ Restaurant under the management ot Rebecca Howard becamne

was served there would be interesting to know.

The Pacitic House “Restaurant was located




RessitcA HOWARD: A DETERMINEBD 19TH CBNTURY BUSINESSWOMAN 39

on Third and Main Streets (State Avenue and Capitol
Way today). During Rebecca Howard's time at the
Pacific House, her establishment was visited by a
number of famous people, including General William
Tecumseh Sherman, President Rutherford B Hayes,
General lrvin McDowell, and General Winheld Scott,
Although the Howards had no children of their
own, they took in the son af Thomas W. Glasgow, a
chuld named Isaac Ingalls Stevens Glasgow after the
first Washungton Territorial Governor [saac Stevens,
Thomas Glasgow, 4 Pennsylvania farmer with a bad
criminal record, was believed to be abusing his part
Native American son who was bormn on June 23, 1357, in
Olympia. When Isaac was almost tive years old, Rebecca
Howard signed an indenture with his father, taking the
son as her ward on these conditions 1. Raise him for
sixteen years or until [saac turned twenty-one, 2. Provide
food and clothing, 3. Give him “equal opportunity.”
The Howards did all this, and by 1877 they had adopted
the boy and renamed him Frank Alexander Howard.
According to the May 1891 Olympia Tribune Souvenir,
Prank Howard was educated in public schools and in
later life “traveled over the United States several times,
meeting with many interesting adventures.” He married
Lillie (Lydia according to the 1890 census) Howard (no
relation). The same article noted that Frank was a well
respected prominent citizen, owned much property
and was a broker at 2 business on 303 Fourth Street.
It condluded that “For the welfare of Olympia, his
native place, he is ever ready to lend a helping hand”
He later owned the Pacific House. The September 2,
381 Puget Sound Weekly Courter recorded him leasing
the building to a “Mr. Willa". Frank eventually sold it to
Capt. Hambright as a saloon betore it was torn down.
Rebecca Howard died on Sunday, July 10, 1881 of a
stroke according to the Wushington Standard newspaper,
which recorded her having suffered paralysis and
unconsciousness before her death. On the following
Episcopal Church of which she was a member. Even John
Miller Murphy, hoted tor his racism, had only kind things

B W B
Frank Howard, the adopted son of Rebecca and
Alexander Howard, 1891. Cowrtesy Roger Easton.

to say when she died. He wrote that “she was one of our
oldest residents, and had many warm friends.” Rebecca
Alexander were buried in Tumwater's Masonic Cemetery.
In her will, Rebecca divided her property evenly
between her son and husband. The inventory of real and
personal property done on the 9* and 10™ of January 1882
(which can be found in her probate files at Washington
State Archives), took twenty-six pages to list everything in
every hotel room——for a total worth of $6, 212.50—quite
a large sum for a working woman in those days. Alexander
later became a gardener according to an 1888 directory.
Various stories have been told about Rebecca
Howard. Some stories related how she was addressed
by others. Many people tried to call her “Aunt Becky”
which was racially condescending. Rebecca allowed
only her close triends to call her that, irmly asserting
she was to be addressed as “Mrs. Howard,” a title of

. C ALMOVUTT
her is when the newly installed Governor Pickenng

called her "Aunt Becky " she responded that she



40 QLYMPIA, WASHBINGTON: A PeEoPiLE's HisTORY

was nerther the sister of us mother or father.

In December (862, restaurant patroas L. Bagley and
M.S. Giriswold started a fight regarding the murder of
Horace Howe by Benjamin Kendell. Rebecca stopped
the fight by grabbing Griswold, lifting him two feet
in the air untif he lost his fighting urge. "Becky s grip
eemiindad mo of an ol fashioned low-bemith’s vics”
Griswold later told the Pacific Heruld newspaper.

The Pacific House was demaolished in 1001, congidered
to be an “eyesore.” The Washington Standard on
September 3" commented that the building “with its low
ceilings and primitive construction had to pass to the rear

under the march of improvement and creation of more

modern buildings.” This was a great loss to Olympia’s

heritage. The site of the building is now a parking lot.
Little has been written about Rebecca Howard.

" b
(O WL

, - . : - e - q'- oy
- . (it s . an 'ﬁ.

Indeed, she s a woman of some mystery. With turther
research, more information will be discovered about her
lite. In the 19™ century era of racism and sexism, Rebecca
Howard was able to create a prosperous busmess and
achieve considerable popularity. These accomplishments,
observed the Washington Standard article of September s,
o, revealed a strong character whose “wit and hamor as
well as other adaptations tor the position of hostess made

the Pacihe J;} {ousgj; an oagis in the then desert of travel”

JEnnNiFER CROOKS is a senior at Olympia
High School. Although she mostly writes
science-fiction stories, she maintains

a strong interest in history and foreign
cultures/languages. She hopes to become
either a historian or writer in the future.
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Detail from EL Sheldon Glover's “Burd's Eye View of the City of Olympia, East QOlympia and Tumwater, Puget Sound, Washington

Tersitory,” iR7g. Courtesy City of Qlympra
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Blacks in Thurston County Censuses, 1871-1892
Compiled by Roger Easton
Age Occupation Census Birthplace Married/Single

18 Servant 1871 WT S

29 1871 MO M

21 1871 MO 5

34 Barber 1871 VA S

24 1871 WT S

34 Barber 1871 VA 3

41 1871 VA M

22 Steward 1871 PA S

j 20 1871 CT S

52 Hotelier 1871 MA ™

@ : 1871 S

AREA_ BLACK P - _NEERS 60 Hotelier 1871 MA M
} £ e p(d g b 24 Cook 1871 Mexico 3
B L ¥ ! | 21 Cook 1871 Mexico S

4 43 Jobber 1871 NY ™M

- 4 23 1871 MO M
e 5 4 1871 BC s
"1 . ' . 2 1871 BC s
= . . } 1 1871 BC S
privey 8 " 7 1871 WT s
3% 37 Cook 1871 TX s

N 45 1871 TX S

‘ 37 Cook 1871 BC S

& i 45 1871 CO 5

e i -~ 33 Farmer 1871 Ml S
b 39 Laborer 1871 FL 5
- 19 1873 WT M
o 2 1873 WT S
" 27 Laborer 1873 WT 5

23 Farmer 1873 WT S

29 Blacksmith 1873 C.W, M

47 Barber 1873 VA S




Blacks in Thurston County Censuses, 1871-1892
Compiled by Roger Easton

AFRICAN AMERICAN Tumwciler, WA Farmer 1873
) e 19 1873 WT S
[ A N D \lx R[\S 41 Farmer 1873 England

| b CLESL v 27 Shoemaker 1873 PA s

24 Steward 1873 PA

. 1873 PA
7 1873 BC S
4 1873 WT S
23 1873 BC M
33 Logger 1873 Nova ScotiaS S
42 Teamster 1873 Italy S
2 1873 WT $
5 1873 WY S
19 Chopper 1873 OH S
3 1873 WT S
5 1873 WT S
23 1873 B8C M
56 1873 MA M
45 Hotelier 1873 MA F
1873 NY ™M
5 1873 WT S
23 1873 WT ™M
7 1873 WT S
2 1873 WT S
1 1873 WT 5
3 1873 WT S
v 41 Teamster 1873 NY M
e i i 7 X 1873 WT M
] ) 24 1873 WT M

40 1873 WT
1873 WT S
23 Farmer 1873 WT M
37 Laborer 1873 BC S



African Americans have been a part
of the diverse population of South
Sound since American settlers
arrived in 1845. However, records
regarding early African Americans

in the Olympia area are scant. The
fragments of stories that survive
offer a window into the daily life

of Washington's Capital City and
environs. Most came of their own
accord, looking for a place to improve
their chances for a better life. They
worked as laborers, domestic
servants, or as stewards on Puget
Sound’s “Mosquito Fleet” steamboats.
Others became business owners,
worked as restaurateurs, barbers or
bootblacks. Despite their struggles
against discrimination, they made
their homes here and were an
integral part of the social fabric.
This brochure will introduce you to
some of these people.

Thomas Park,a brick mason by
trade, was a lifelong associate of the
Robert Frost Family and is buried in

Thamas Park, WSHS Photo

the Frost Family Plot.“Henrietta,’
domestic servant for Elisha Ferry
who later became governor of
Washington, only appears once in
Olympia’s census. Leander Bushon's
apparent business success beyond
Olympia after apprenticing in
Samuel Stork’s mercantile remains
to be researched. The women of
color identified as prostitutes in

the census disappear as abruptly as
they appear in local records. Yet

all of their stories show the South
Sound’s population is more complex
and interconnected than many early
histories indicate.

While few structures associated
with their lives survive, the stories
connected to these sites reflect

the diversity of experiences that
make up African American history in
Olympia and the Pacific Northwest.

In some cases first names are used
to avoid confusion with relatives of
the same last name.

Unknown man, Private Colfection




I. Former Olympia City Hall

Southeast corner Plum St &
Bth Ave

Olympia City Council, 1 988, Jet Magazine image

This modern-style building housed
Olympia’s city government from 1966

to 2010. In 1988 Olympia voters helped
make history when they elected local
community organizer Cora Pinson to
the City Council, the first African Ameri-
can woman to hold such a position in
Washington State. Pinson served on the
Olympia City Council from 1987 to 1991.

Pinson was born in Memphis Tennessee
and graduated from Hammond Business
College in Indiana. Afterwards she
operated a modeling agency in Chicago
until a friend convinced her to come
west in | 975.

Cora Pinson swearing in, /988, Jet Magazine image

Active in numerous community groups
and government agencies, Pinson served
on the Olympia Downtown Revitalization
Committee and was an actlve member
of the Olympia Kiwanis. She also served
on the Department of Social and Health
Service’s Advisory Committee and in the
Housing Authority of Thurston Co., the
Thurston Co Economic Development
Council and the Visitor and Conven-
tion Bureau. She was also a founding
member of the New Life Baptist Church
in Olympia.

Pinson's political activities included serving
with the National Black Caucus of Local
Elected Officials, as Precinct officer for
the Thurston County Democratic Party
and as president of the Northwest
Conference of Black Elected Officials.

Among ner outreach efforts Finson
hosted a local radio show where she
discussed racial diversity and worked
to uncover and preserve the history of
African Americans in Thurston County.

Cora Pinson died in 1994 at age 53. Her
passing prompted the Washington State
Senate to pass SR8663 honoring her
countless hours of community service.

2. Our House Restaurant
(Site only, building demolished)

Southeast corner Franklin St
& Fourth Ave

“Our House Restaurant,” (left)
City of Olympia Collection

The James and Mary Mars family arrived
in Olympia from Victoria BC in 1870.
James left Massachusetts as a young man
and worked at sea until he joined the
1849 California Gold Rush. Afterward he
relocated to Victorla where he worked as
crew on Puget Sound steamboats. Mary
Thompson was born in Missouri and
arrived in Portland, Oregon in 1852. She
moved to Victoria in 1860 where she met
James; they married later that year.

James Mars,
Roger Easton
Collection,
Olympia Tribune
Souvenir Edition
1891, the State
Library collection




After their arrival in Olympia, James
worked as a laborer. In 1879 they
opened the “Our House Restaurant” at
this location, offering reasonably priced
meals prepared, as the press described,
in ways that “remind one of home and
mother’s cooking.” The Mars family was
renowned for their hospitality and were
well respected citizens of Olympia.

Mars James, a.a cor bth and Fraakllo, |

Palk's Puget Sound Directory, 1887

James and Mary had four children.Their
eldest son, James Mars Jr, passed away

in 1886. In 1891 illness struck the Mars
family; James and son Jesse passed away;
Mary followed in 1892.Their funer-

als were widely attended by Olympia
residents. Their daughters, Ella and Lizzie,
moved to Spokane to live with relatives.

3. Columbia Hall
(Site only, building demolished)
North Side Fourth Ave

between Washington S5t &
Franklin St

Calumbia Engine Co.#! cal880s, Jesse Mars,
(center), WSHS Phato

Olympia’s first city hall, built in 1869, also
housed the Columbia Engine Company
Nao. |, Olympia’s volunteer firefighting
organization. [n 1883 the firefighters
elected thirteen year-old Jesse Mars, son
of James and Mary Mars, as a member

of the department. Jesse is the earliest
known African American to serve as a
firefighter in Olympia.

Jesse was a member of the fire depart-
ment until his death from iliness in 1891

Engine Co handled his funeral arrange-
ments and passed a resolution of respect
for his service in the department. He is
interred at Odd Fellows Cemetery,

Tumwater with his family.

Columbia Engine Co, {880s. jesse Mars 3rd from R,
City of Olympia Colfection

4. Pacific House Hotel
(Site only, building demolished)

Northeast corner Capital
Way & State Ave

Pacific House, shortly before demolition,

Rager Easton Collection

Built in the 1850s as Olympia’s premiere
hotel, by 1859 the Pacific House was
operated by Alexander and Rebecca
Howard who came west from Massachu-
setts. Under the Howard’s leadership, the
Pacific House achieved fame as a fine,
well-run establishment comparable with

&Y

Rebecca

Groundage

Howard,
Private
Collection

at the age of 22. In his honor, Columbia




teslautdnls and holels in San Francisco.
Rebecca's reputation as a successful, no-
nonsense businesswoman commanded
respect and empowered her to admonish
anyone, even legislators, who dared call
her “Aunt Becky” without her permission.

in its heyday the Fatific House served
as the Informal headquarters of the
Republican Party during legislative
sessions. In 1880, Presldent Rutherford
B Hayes visited Olympla and addressed a
crowd from its second story balcony.

In 1862 the Howards agreed to take
custody of six-year-old Isaac Glasgow,
rescued by a group of concerned local
women from a life of abuse from his
father. The Howards renamed him Frank
and later adopted him as their son. Frank
became a businessman in his own right
with interests in Olympia, Seattle and on

the east coast.

Frank
Howard,
Olympla
Tribune
Souvenir

Washington
State Ubrary.

The Howards retired to a small farm on
Olympia’s east side after accumulating

a modest fortune from business
investments. [See Site #| | Cemetery]

The door to
Rebecca
Howard's Safe

5. Bill Williams’
Bootblack Stand
(Site only, building demolished)

Southwest corner Capital
Way & Fifth Ave

Edition, 1891,

0dd Fellows Hall at Capitol Way and Sth Ave,
Washington State Ubrary Coflection

After a life of adventure and hardship, Bill
Williams settled down in Olympia in the
1880s and operated a bootblack stand

in his final years. Originally located in
front of Young’s Hotel at Capito! Way and
Olympia Ave, he later moved to this site.
In an 1893 interview, the press described
Williams as a large gregarious man with
long white hair, whose pipe was his
“constant companion.”

Born in Baltimore in 1820, he went to
California by sea for the 1849 Gold Rush.
However, his successful mining operation
attracted the attention of bandits who
robbed him of his gold. Afterwards he
worked as a cook on coastal steam-
ships. He later joined the Hudson's Bay
Co in northeast Washington and British
Columbia until he again followed new
gold rushes on the Fraser River and the
Caribou in the late 1850s.

Williams opened a restaurant while in
British Columbia. He became friends
with steamboat captain Woodbury
Doane who was a frequent customer.
Doane later became a successful
restaurateur in Olympia and may have
convinced Williams to relocate here
as well. As Williams' health declined,
he took up boot-blacking for a living
and became a well-known part of the
Olympia community.



Williams’ years among the diverse popu-
lations of miners, fur trappers and natives
made him fluent in Spanish, French and
German as well as English. He could also
converse with natives in the Chinook
Jargon trade language. Among his
longtime friends was Jim Daugherty who
became wealthy in the Yukon Gold Rush.
Daugherty provided Williams with a trust
fund, allowing Williams to spend his final
years in relative comfort, operating his
stand as a place to socialize more than as

a business.

6.Tilton House
(Site only, building demolished)

Southwest corner Columbia
St and 10th Ave

Titton House, 1860s,, WSHS Collection

Eight-year-old Charley Mitchell came
west to Olympia in 1855 as a domestic
servant with the family of James Tilton,
the first Surveyor General of Washington
Territory. Mitchell’s mother was a slave
owned by Tilton's cousin and his father
was a white oyster farmer. Tilton assumed
responsibility for Mitchell after his cousin
passed away.

In September of 1860 Black stewards
working aboard Puget Sound steamboats
convinced Mitchell to stow away on the
steamer Eliza Anderson bound for British
Columbia. There he could join the com-
munity of free Blacks living in Victoria.
The British Empire outlawed slavery after
1834 and many Blacks who came west
made their way to Victoria to escape the
contentious and rapidly changing laws in

Steamer Eliza Anderson at Victoria BC,
Dryden’s Marine History, p76

While underway Captain Fleming
discovered Mitchell and placed him
under arrest, intending to return him

to the Tiltons. However, protestors in
Victoria filed a writ of Habeas Corpus
and authorities took Mitchell into custody.
The next day the courts granted him

his freedom.

While the Tiltons insisted Mitchell

was not a slave, the 1857 Dred Scott
Supreme Court Decision held slaves
were constitutionally protected private
property unless states voted to ban
slavery, which Washington had not done.
For their part, the Tiltons masked their
indignation at Charley’s [eaving through
derision, commenting in the press that,
"his services have lately not been
equivalent to his expenses.”

After Mitchell won his freedom he joined
the free Black community in British
Columbia, but his life afterwards remains
largely unknown. In 1876 a “colored
man” named Charley Mitchell left Sooke
in a canoe but was drowned when bad
weather set in.

7. Quincy-Campbell Home
(Site only, building demolished)

Capital Campus, west end of
the Temple of Justice

Before construction of the current capitol
complex in the 1920s, this area was a
residential neighborhood. Festus Camp-
bell and Mary Quincy, lifelong companions
who relocated from Massachusetts to
Olympia together in the 1870s, kept

\.'I 144 ‘L}S.

housaand-mamained-ashowsase gardan

at this site.



Festus Campbell,
First Baptist
Church,
Pittsfield Mass.

Festus Campbell began life as a slave in
Louisiana but escaped to Massachusetts
by the 1850s. He found worl as a servant
for Dr. Robert Campbell in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts and adopted the family
name. Campbell travelled throughout
Europe with the family where he mastered
French, Spanish and other languages. As
an adult he became an ordained Baptist
minister and opened multiple restaurants
in Pittsfield. Campbell also operated a
successful greenhouse and invested in

real estate.

In the 1860s he hired Mary Quincy to
manage one of his restaurants while he
travelled for business and to preach the
gospel. However, by the 1870s Campbell's
business ventures were in decline. When
Rebecca Howard recruited Quincy to
work at the Pacific House Hotel, they
relocated to Olympia. After their arrival,
Quincy continued working as a cook and
domestic while Campbell applied his
extensive knowledge of horticulture to
grow flowers, fruits and vegetables for
sale and assist others with their gardens.
He also served briefly as a minister at the
Olympia First Baptist Church.

Oippia Jweet I i

At R. A. Woston's Farmers Fxchaoge,
on Main strevt near Seventh, will be
scen samples ol sonue excellent mweet
otutoos grown by Festus Campbell, at
Ri- plocn near the cnsilal grouode. They
aro probably the dret o begrownin
thig ey, i

Morning Olympian, 29 October {893

Campbell was well-read and kept an
extensive personal library in their home.
He was an occasional speaker to the
Thurston County Horticultural Society

and in 1909 won a medal for hia produce
at the Seattle Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposi-
tion World Fair.

Although not married, they lived together
until their deaths; Quincy in 1909 and
Campbell in 1910. Their obituaries
-1

W PIEST] WS UL TS [ QN T NS R U] s
GEILIIUT it 1INig 1 S1aninsiip ad Lios

but platonic.

8.Territorial Capitol Buiiding
(Site only, building demolished)

Southeast torney
Legislative Building

Territarial Capital Building.
Washington State Digital Archives

Built in 1855 to house the territorial leg-
islature, the territcrial capital also served
as the first state capitol briefly after 1889.
Among the legislators elected to the

first state legislature in 1889 was William
Owen Bush, pioneer agriculturalist,
representing Thurston County.

William Owen
Bush, WSHS
Colfection

William was born in Missouri in 1832, the
eldest son of George and Isabella Bush.
[See Bush Homestead, Site #9] At age

17 he travelled to California for the 1849
Gold Rush but returned shortly after.
William married Mandana Smith Kimsey
and together they farmed the Bush family
claim after his parents passed away in the



Bush Homestead on Bush Prairie,

Henderson House Museum Collectiona

1860s. Their farm became a model of
agricultural excellence and a showcase
for good farming practices. In 1872
William helped establish the Western
Washington Industrial Association to
promote agricultural exhibitions of local
products. At the Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition in 1876 the Bushes wheat
won “best in the world” and the display
became a permanent exhibit at the
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

During his term in the state legislature,
William helped establish an agricultural
college, now Washington State University
in Pullman, Washington. in 1892 William
took Thurston County produce to the
Chicago World Fair where it once again
won many awards.

After a lifetime of hard work and
achievement, Mandana Bush passed away
in 1899; William followed in 1907. They
are buried near George and Isabella Bush
in the Tumwater Union Pioneer Cemetery.

9. George and Isabella
Bush Homestead
(Site only, building demolished)

Intersection 88th Ave and
Old Highway 99, Tumwater

Bush House, 1970, Olympia Historical Society,
Roger Easton Collection

George and Isabella Bush arrived on
Puget Sound in 1845 as part of the first
group of American settlers. George
was born about 1790 and was mixed
race. He served in the war of 1812 and
later may have traveled west and worked
as a fur trapper. He returned east and
became an expert cattle rancher and
farmer. In 1832 he married Isabella
James, a white woman. Together they
built a prosperous farm in Missouri
where they raised several children.

George Bush,

an artist’s
rendering,

no known
Pphotographs exist,
WA State Archives

1855 Map of Bush Famnily Farm,
WA State Historical Society

In 1844 the Bush family came west by
wagon to Oregon Territory with a group
of friends including Michael Simmons.
When they arrived they found laws bar-
ring settlement by non-whites already in
place. Unwilling to separate, the group
chose to move north of the Columbia
River where Oregon laws didn’t yet apply.

The group settled near Tumwater Falls;
the Bushes-staked a-claimtothe-south,

on what is still known as Bush Prairie.



The Bush family's farming expertise
played a critical role in the community's
survival in the early years and their home
became a stopping place on the trail

to Puget Sound. By 1850 the Bushes

had over 100 horses, cattle, sheep and
pigs and 10 oxen which they generously
shared with struggiing neighbors.

After congress extended Oregon Territory
north of the Columbia in 1848, George's
title to his claim was in question. In
response, 55 of their neighbors and
friends petitioned congress to grant

them title to their farm; congress passed
the legislation in 1855. Later, during the
conflict over treaty provisions between
natives and white settlers in 1855-56, the
Bush homestead was “neutral ground”
due to the family’s good relations with
natives. After George and Isabella’s
deaths in the [860s the farm remained

in the family for many years and became
a showecase for good farming practices.
[See Territorial Capitol Building, site #8.]

Bush House, late [800s, Olympia Historical Society,
Roger Easton Coflection

10. Union Pioneer Cemetery

5700 Littlerock Rd,
Tumwater

George and Isabella Bush Marker,
Edward Echtle Photo

Established in the early 1850s on jesse
Ferguson's land claim, Union Pioneer
Cemetery is one of the first American
cemeteries in Washington State. Many

of the earliest settlers in this area are
buried here, including pioneers George
and Isabella Bush, along with many of their
descendants. [See site #9.]

Over the years Union Cemetery
suffered from the effects of neglect and
vandalism. In the 1970s the site was in
disrepair when the Thurston County Black
Women’s Caucus restored George and
Isabella’s marker as a historic site. In 1977
the City of Tumwater assumed ownership
and still maintains the cemetery.

H Sanford Bush, {1840-1913) son of George and
Isabella, Olympia Historical Society, Roger Easton
Collection



| 1. Masonic and IOOF
Cemeteries

3802 Cieveland Ave SE,
Tumwater

Festus Compbell Marker, Edward Echtle Photo

The entrance road to the Odd Fellows
Cemetery from Cleveland Ave is the
dividing line between the Masonic and
Odd Fellows Cemeteries. Masonic
cemetery was founded in 1859 and IOOF
in 1869.

A number of Black pioneers are buried
on either side of the road dividing the
cemeteries. Rebecca and Alexander
Howard, Festus Campbell and Mary
Quincy are in Masonic Cemetery.
Thomas Park lies nearby with the Robert
Frost Family in an unmarked grave.

Bootblack William “Bill” Williams and
barber Isaac Dixon lie in adjoining plots
just south in IOOF Cemetery while
laborer Nathaniel Willis is in an unmarked
plot in Block 51.

Record keeping in the early days was
inconsistent and a number of burial
locations remain unknown. Obituaries
place the Mars Family in the IOOF
Cemetery while “Lizzie” Golden, a
brothel owner who died in 1902, was
buried in Masonic. It may be they were
buried at county expense and the names
of those interred went unrecorded.

Masonic Memorial Park

Festus Campbell (1822-1910)
Mary Quincy (1909)
Black 55, Row 30

Thomas Park (1916)
Block 51, Row Il

Rebecca Groundage Howard (1827-1881)
Alexander Howard (1810-1890)
Block 61, Row 16

“Lizzie" Golden (1902)

Location unknown

Odd Fellows Cemetery

Isaac Dixon (1873)
Block 31 lot 30

William “Bili” Williams (1820-1898)
Block 30 lot 32

Nathaniel Willis (1911)
Block 151 lot 18 [no marker]

James Mars (1828-1891)
Mary Thomas Mars (1848-1892)
Jesse Mars (1891)
Locations unknown
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