
City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Information: 360.753.8244

Meeting Agenda

City Council

Via online and phone5:30 PMTuesday, December 15, 2020

Last Meeting of the Year

Register to Attend

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wYPHMpw_RTGqWCh3F3dvdA

1. ROLL CALL

1.A ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.B APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. SPECIAL RECOGNITION

2.A 20-1047 Recognition of Outgoing Mayor Pro Tem Jessica Bateman

ProclamationAttachments:

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

(Estimated Time:  0-30 Minutes)  (Sign-up Sheets are provided in the Foyer.)

During this portion of the meeting, citizens may address the City Council regarding items related to City 

business, including items on the Agenda.   In order for the City Council to maintain impartiality and the 

appearance of fairness in upcoming matters and to comply with Public Disclosure Law for political 

campaigns,  speakers will not be permitted to make public comments before the Council in these three 

areas:  (1) on agenda items for which the City Council either held a Public Hearing in the last 45 days, or 

will hold a Public Hearing within 45 days, or (2) where the public testimony may implicate a matter on 

which the City Council will be required to act in a quasi-judicial capacity, or (3) where the speaker 

promotes or opposes a candidate for public office or a ballot measure.

Individual comments are limited to two (2) minutes or less.  In order to hear as many people as possible 

during the 30-minutes set aside for Public Communication, the City Council will refrain from commenting 

on individual remarks until all public comment has been taken.  The City Council will allow for additional 

public comment to be taken at the end of the meeting for those who signed up at the beginning of the 

meeting and did not get an opportunity to speak during the allotted 30-minutes.

COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT (Optional)

4. CONSENT CALENDAR

(Items of a Routine Nature)

4.A 20-1032 Approval of December 8, 2020 City Council Meeting Minutes
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December 15, 2020City Council Meeting Agenda

MinutesAttachments:

4.B 20-1036 Bills and Payroll Certification

Bills and PayrollAttachments:

4.L 20-1053 Approval of the 2021 Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety Work Plan

2021 Work PlanAttachments:

4.  SECOND READINGS (Ordinances)

4.C 20-0993 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapters 

15.04, 15.08, and 15.16 Related to Impact Fees

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.D 20-0994 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 

15.20 Related to Transportation Concurrency

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.E 20-0995 Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Utility Rates and General 

Facilities Charges

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.F 20-1020 Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds 

and Capital Budgets, and the Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026 Financial 

Plan; Setting Forth the Estimated Revenues and Appropriations

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.G 20-1021 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 7258 (Operating, Special 

and Capital Budgets) -  Fourth Quarter 2020

Revised Ordinance - Second Reading

Ordinance - First Reading

Attachments:

4.H 20-1028 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 7260 Setting the 2021 

Ad Valorem Tax to Correct a Typographical Error

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.I 20-1031 Approval of an Ordinance Declaring a Continuing Public Health 

Emergency Relating to Coronavirus (COVID-19) - First and Final Reading

OrdinanceAttachments:

4.J 20-0991 Approval of an Ordinance Related to Housing Options

Ordinance

Referral from City Council

Outreach Summary

Planning Commission Recommendation

Attachments:
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December 15, 2020City Council Meeting Agenda

Planning Commission Minority Dissent Letter

Webpage with Links to Public Comment

Public Comment Themes

Infill Design Review

House Bill 1923 Section 1

House Bill 2343, Section 1

4.  FIRST READINGS (Ordinances)

4.K 20-1035 Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing Acceptance of a Donation by 

Providence Health Systems of Washington to Support Construction of 

Micro-Houses at the Mitigation Site

OrdinanceAttachments:

5. PUBLIC HEARING - None

6. OTHER BUSINESS

6.A 20-1048 Review and Approve the Draft 2021 Legislative Agenda

6.B 20-1049 Approval of the 2021 City Council Retreat Agenda

6.C 20-1038 Discussion of Vacant Council Position Recruitment

6.D 20-1037 2020 Year-End Highlights

7. CONTINUED PUBLIC COMMENT

(If needed for those who signed up earlier and did not get an opportunity to speak during the allotted 30 

minutes)

8. REPORTS AND REFERRALS

8.A COUNCIL INTERGOVERNMENTAL/COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REFERRALS

8.B CITY MANAGER'S REPORT AND REFERRALS

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION

9.A 20-1050 Executive Session Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(h) - Evaluate the 

Qualifications of Candidate for Appointment to Elective Office

9. ADJOURNMENT

The City of Olympia is committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of all persons in employment and 

the delivery of services and resources.  If you require accommodation for your attendance at the City 

Council meeting, please contact the Council's Executive Assistant at 360.753.8244 at least 48 hours in 

advance of the meeting.  For hearing impaired, please contact us by dialing the Washington State Relay 

Page 3 City of Olympia Printed on 12/12/2020

http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5ecfa1f0-c410-49e9-8229-e5b735493a44.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=af6124d3-e17d-4166-ad40-0d851594f454.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=159c436a-fc66-41e0-adf0-496b099a7c43.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1ac23ce5-6383-4155-bfb9-bd17f400ff94.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3723b0ff-657d-4031-b33c-e70f5945fe52.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=85bc3224-82ff-419a-ac13-32eacbec15e7.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11571
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1f897aa5-5e2d-4cb1-9f09-4c762e9a6851.pdf
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11584
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11585
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11574
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11573
http://olympia.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=11586


December 15, 2020City Council Meeting Agenda

Service at 7-1-1 or 1.800.833.6384.
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City Council

Recognition of Outgoing Mayor Pro Tem
Jessica Bateman

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 2.A

File Number:20-1047

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: recognition Version: 1 Status: Recognition

Title
Recognition of Outgoing Mayor Pro Tem Jessica Bateman

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Recognize Mayor Pro Tem Bateman as she leaves the City Council to serve as State Representative
of the 22nd Legislative District.

Report
Issue:
Whether to recognize Mayor Pro Tem Bateman as she leaves the City Council to serve as State
Representative of the 22nd Legislative District

Staff Contact:
Susan Grisham, Executive Assistant, 360-753-8244

Presenter(s):
Councilmembers
Staff
Outside Speakers

Background and Analysis:
Serving on the Olympia City Council since 2015, and reelected in 2019, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman has
a history of serving the Olympia community long before her election to the City Council.  In 2009, she
served as an intern with the City working on climate change issues and in 2013 began her tenure as
a Planning Commissioner.

This year, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman was elected to serve as a Representative of the 22nd Legislative
District, continuing her service to the Olympia community at the State level.  We will celebrate how
she has helped Olympia work towards realizing a more socially, economically and environmentally
equitable community for all.
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Attachments:

Proclamation
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PROCLAMATION 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman started her tenure at the City as an intern 

working on climate change issues and has devoted herself to helping the City solve its 

most challenging issues ever since; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem served on the Olympia Planning Commission for xx 

years where she championed the Olympia community’s long-term vision for social, 

economic and environmental sustainability; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman initiated new programs and changes to City 

services so working families, seniors, and other vulnerable households could reduce 

housing costs; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman championed public support and was a co-chair 

of the Home Fund, a voter-approved levy that now funds $2.3 million in homeless services 

and affordable housing construction each year; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman advocated for Olympia at the State Legislature 

which resulted in new local funds for Affordable and Supportive Housing through House 

Bill 1406; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman cares deeply about listening to and elevating 

the voices of marginalized community members and champions innovative and inclusive 

outreach and engagement methods to ensure typically underrepresented community 

members have influence over the City's decision-making; and 

 

Whereas Mayor Pro Tem Bateman was instrumental in discussions with the 

community and drafting of the resolution that declared Olympia a Sanctuary City; and 

 

Whereas, City Council, staff, community members and stakeholders thank Mayor 

Pro Tem Bateman for diligence in working to make Olympia a more inclusive and fair 

community for all; and  

 

Whereas, while we will miss her, we look forward to her future support for local 

governments and seeing the incredible things she will accomplish as State Representative 

of the 22nd Legislative District; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Olympia City Council does hereby 

honor  

 

JESSICA BATEMAN FOR HER SERVICE 

TO THE RESIDENTS OF OLYMPIA  

 

and wish her continued success as she begins her tenure at the State Legislature.  

 

 SIGNED IN THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON THIS 15th DAY OF 

DECEMBER 2020. 

 

       

 

      OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

 

     Cheryl Selby 

     Mayor 



City Council

Approval of December 8, 2020 City Council
Meeting Minutes

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.A

File Number:20-1032

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: minutes Version: 1 Status: Consent Calendar

Title
Approval of December 8, 2020 City Council Meeting Minutes
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City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Information: 360.753.8244

Meeting Minutes - Draft

City Council

5:30 PM Online or via phoneTuesday, December 8, 2020

Register to attend: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uZMUZoJYShOLeCpW_UTo1w

ROLL CALL1.

Present: 7 - Mayor Cheryl Selby, Mayor Pro Tem Jessica Bateman, 

Councilmember Jim Cooper, Councilmember Clark Gilman, 

Councilmember Dani Madrone, Councilmember Lisa Parshley and 

Councilmember Renata Rollins

ANNOUNCEMENTS1.A

Police Lieutenant Sam Costello shared a briefing on a violent incident that occurred 

downtown between two opposing groups.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA1.B

Item 4.I was added to the agenda. 

The agenda was approved as amended.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION - None2.

PUBLIC COMMENT3.

The following people spoke: Pat Rasmussen, Brain Windrope, Teri Bevelacqua, Judy 

Bardin, Loretta Seppanen, Lee Riner, Aimee DeNey, Megan Morrissey, Keegan Wulf, 

Leah Melvoin, Jim Longley, Ellen Silverman, Laura Schleyr, Lois Maffeo, Jeff Thomas, 

and Tammy Stampfli

COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT (Optional)

CONSENT CALENDAR4.

4.A 20-1014 Approval of December 1, 2020 City Council Meeting Minutes

The minutes were adopted.

4.B 20-0992 Approval of a Resolution Adopting the 2022-2027 Transportation 

Improvement Program 
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December 8, 2020City Council Meeting Minutes - Draft

The resolution was adopted.

4.C 20-1009 Approval of Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Real Estate Owned 

by BRP Properties, LLC for a Future Park Site

The resolution was adopted.

4.      SECOND READINGS (Ordinances) - None

4.      FIRST READINGS (Ordinances)

4.E 20-1021 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 7258 (Operating, 

Special and Capital Budgets) -  Fourth Quarter 2020

The ordinance was approved on first reading and moved to second reading.

4.F 20-0993 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapters 

15.04, 15.08, and 15.16 Related to Impact Fees

The ordinance was approved on first reading and moved to second reading.

4.G 20-0994 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 

15.20 Related to Transportation Concurrency

The ordinance was approved on first reading and moved to second reading.

4.H 20-0995 Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Utility Rates and General 

Facilities Charges 

The ordinance was approved on first reading and moved to second reading.

4.I 20-1028 Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 7260 Setting the 

2021 Ad Valorem Tax to Correct a Typographical Error

The ordinance was approved on first reading and moved to second reading.

Approval of the Consent Agenda

Councilmember Cooper moved, seconded by Councilmember Parshley, to 

adopt the Consent Calendar. The motion carried by the following vote:

Mayor Selby, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman, Councilmember Cooper, 

Councilmember Gilman, Councilmember Madrone, Councilmember 

Parshley and Councilmember Rollins

7 - Aye:

PULLED FOR SEPARATE ACTION

4.D 20-1020 Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds 

and Capital Budgets, and the Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026 
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Financial Plan; Setting Forth the Estimated Revenues and 

Appropriations 

Mayor Selby, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman, Councilmember Cooper, 

Councilmember Gilman, Councilmember Madrone and 

Councilmember Parshley

6 - Aye:

Councilmember Rollins1 - Nay:

PUBLIC HEARING - None5.

OTHER BUSINESS6.

6.A 20-0998 Approval for Information Gathering and Analysis Related to Possible 

Acquisition of the Olympia Armory 

Councilmember Parshley moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bateman, to 

direct City staff to move forward with information and analysis to inform 

future discussion about acquisition of the Armory at 515 Eastside Street SE.

Mayor Selby, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman, Councilmember Cooper, 

Councilmember Gilman, Councilmember Madrone, Councilmember 

Parshley and Councilmember Rollins

7 - Aye:

6.B 20-1016 2021 Legislative Session Overview and Review of the Draft 2021 

Legislative Agenda

The discussion was completed.

6.C 20-0991 Approval of an Ordinance Related to Housing Options

Senior Planner Joyce Phillips noted a needed correction in the ordinance.  In Section 4, 

which amends Olympia Municipal Code (OMC) 18.04.060(A) for Accessory Dwelling 

Units, the proposed change is to increase the size of ADUs to 850 square feet.  It is 

noted correctly in 18.04.060(A)(3) but the correct size is not noted in the maximum size in 

OMC 18.04.060(A)(4) which includes a maximum size for ADUs of 1,000 square feet.  

The maximum size for ADUs, as recommended by both the Planning Commission and 

the Land Use and Environment Committee, is eight hundred fifty (850) square feet.

Mayor Pro Tem Bateman moved, seconded by Councilmember Parshley, to 

approve the ordinance as amended on first reading and forward to second 

reading.

Mayor Selby, Mayor Pro Tem Bateman, Councilmember Cooper, 

Councilmember Gilman, Councilmember Madrone, Councilmember 

Parshley and Councilmember Rollins

7 - Aye:

CONTINUED PUBLIC COMMENT7.

The following people spoke: John Newman, Zoltan Grossman, Cleve Pinnix, Miguel 
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December 8, 2020City Council Meeting Minutes - Draft

Louis, Margaret Fleming, Walter Jorgensen, and Kael Moffat. 

REPORTS AND REFERRALS8.

COUNCIL INTERGOVERNMENTAL/COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REFERRALS8.A

Councilmembers reported on meetings and events attended. 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT AND REFERRALS8.B

The City Manager had no reports.

EXECUTIVE SESSION9.

9.A 20-1017 Executive Session Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b); RCW 42.30.110 

(1)(c) - Real Estate Matter and RCW 42.30.110(1)(i); Litigation and 

Potential Litigation 

Mayor Selby recessed the meeting at 9:36 p.m.  She asked the Council to reconvene in 5 

minutes for an Executive Session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b); RCW 42.30.110 (1)

(c) - Real Estate Matter and RCW 42.30.110(1)(i); Litigation and Potential Litigation .  

She announced no decisions would be made, the meeting was expected to last no longer 

than 90 minutes, and the Council would adjourn immediately following the Executive 

Session.  The City Attorney was present at the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT9.

The meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m.
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City Council

Bills and Payroll Certification

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.B

File Number:20-1036

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Consent Calendar

Title
Bills and Payroll Certification
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City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia
Municipal Code Chapters 15.04, 15.08, and

15.16 Related to Impact Fees

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.C

File Number:20-0993

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapters 15.04, 15.08, and 15.16

Related to Impact Fees

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve an ordinance amending portions of Olympia Municipal Code Chapters 15.04, 15.08,
and 15.16 related to impact fees on second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to amend an ordinance updating impact fees.

Staff Contact:
Mark Russell, P.E., Deputy Director, Public Works Department, 360.753.8762

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar Item.

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

The Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) requires that cities plan for growth. One tool
that cities can use to respond to growth are impact fees for new developments. These fees are a
funding mechanism that help the City build new transportation and parks infrastructure, as well as
help Olympia School District (OSD) build infrastructure.

Transportation Impact Fees:

Olympia has used transportation impact fees since the 1990s to help fund infrastructure
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Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

improvements. Historically, these projects have focused on increasing capacity on our streets for
motor vehicles. Changes are proposed to allow the City to use impact fees to help fund projects that
will add capacity to our streets for walking, biking, transit, as well as driving.

This transportation impact fee program update will establish a new project list. The methodology for
establishing impact fees has also been revised. The result is a new person trip rate instead of a
vehicle trip rate, and new impact fees for different land uses. Depending on the land use, some fees
increase, some decrease. The changes will not increase the amount of transportation impact fee
revenues collected overall, approximately $1 million annually. Changes to the transportation impact
fee rates would go into effect July 1, 2021.

Parks Impact Fees:

Some land use categories in the Parks impact fee schedule were modified to be consistent with both
the Transportation and OSD impact fee schedules.  Beyond these minor clarifications to land use
categories, the Parks impact fee rates are not changing.

Olympia School District Impact Fees:

Under state statute, school districts are responsible for expending impact fees, however they are not
authorized to collect them. The City collects impact fees for the OSD, then forwards them to the
district for use on their capital projects.

Some land use categories in the OSD impact fee schedule were modified to be consistent with both
the Transportation and Parks impact fee schedules. In addition, the OSD impact fee rates are being
updated.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
A public hearing on the Capital Facilities Plan was held on November 17. The City Council did not
receive comments related to the proposed impact fee changes.

In addition, the Planning Commission and Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee were briefed
earlier this year as the transportation program changes were under development. Staff has reached
out to stakeholders in the development community about changes to the transportation concurrency
and impact fee programs and invited the public to view the August 19 Finance Committee discussion
of the changes. Staff also met with the Olympia Master Builders Government Affairs Committee on
the transportation impact fee program changes on October 22. The OMB submitted a letter to the
City Council regarding transportation impact fees on November 10, 2020.

Options:
1. Approve an ordinance amending portions of Olympia Municipal Code Chapters 15.04, 15.08,

and 15.16 related to impact fees on second reading.  The impact fee programs will be updated
as shown in the attached ordinance.

2. Do not approve the ordinance.
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Financial Impact:
Revenues generated by impact fees will support needed infrastructure as the City grows.

Attachments:

Ordinance
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1 
 

Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON AMENDING OLYMPIA 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTERS 15.04 AND 15.16 AND SECTION 15.08.050 
RELATING TO IMPACT FEES 
 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Growth Management Act, Ch. 36.70A RCW, requires that cities plan 
for growth; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 82.02.050 - .090 authorizes cities to impose impact fees to ensure that adequate 
facilities are available to serve new growth and development; and 

WHEREAS, in Ordinance Nos. 5490 and 6164, the City of Olympia did adopt such impact fees, to include 
“Park Impact Fees,” “School Impact Fees,” and “Transportation Impact Fees,” which the City uses as a 
funding mechanism to help build new transportation and parks infrastructure, as well as help the Olympia 
School District build infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, Olympia has used transportation impact fees since the 1990s to help fund infrastructure 
improvements focused on increasing capacity on city streets for motor vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, staff is proposing changes to the Transportation Impact Fee Program that will allow the City 
to use transportation impact fees to help fund projects that will add capacity to city streets for walking, 
biking, and transit, as well as driving; and 

WHEREAS, over the course of the last year, staff has briefed the Olympia Planning Commission and the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, met with the Olympia Master Builders Government Affairs 
Committee, and reached out to stakeholders in the development community regarding the changes to the 
Transportation Impact Fee Program; and 

WHEREAS, staff is also proposing modifications to the land use categories in the Parks Impact Fee and 
School Impact Fee schedules for consistency with the Transportation Impact Fee Schedule; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has called for an annual review of impact fees, concurrent with the annual 
review of the Capital Facilities Plan element of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, to consider adjustments to 
the impact fees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia School District has updated its Capital Facilities Plan and revised its proposed 
impact fees as reflected in the School District’s adopted 2021-2026 Capital Facilities Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a public hearing on the City’s 2021-2026 Capital Facilities Plan on 
November 17, 2020, and did not receive any additional comments related to the proposed impact fee 
changes; and 

WHEREAS, following said review of the 2021-2026 Capital Facilities Plan, the Olympia City Council 
desires to update the Transportation Impact Fee Program and the land use categories in the Parks 
Impact Fee and School Impact Fee schedules, revise School Impact Fees as adopted in the Olympia 
School District’s 2021-2026 Capital Facilities Plan, and amend the Olympia Municipal Code accordingly; 
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WHEREAS, this Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Article 11, Section 11, of the Washington Constitution; 
and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is supported by the staff report, attachments, and documents on file with the 
Department of Public Works; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment of OMC 15.04.  Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.04 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 15.04 
GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING THE ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 

FEES  

15.04.010 Findings and authority 

The City Council of the City of Olympia (the "Council") hereby finds and determines that new growth and 
development, including but not limited to new residential, commercial, retail, office, and industrial 
development, in the City of Olympia will create additional demand and need for public facilities in the City of 
Olympia, and the Council finds that new growth and development should pay a proportionate share of the cost 
of new facilities needed to serve the new growth and development. The City of Olympia has conducted 
extensive studies documenting the procedures for measuring the impact of new developments on public 
facilities, has prepared the Parks Study and the Transportation Study and has reviewed the Schools Study 
prepared by the Olympia School District No. 111 ("District No. 111"), and hereby incorporates these studies 
into this title by reference. Therefore, pursuant to Chapter 82.02 RCW, the Council adopts this title to assess 
impact fees for parks, transportation facilities, and schools. The provisions of this title shall be liberally 
construed in order to carry out the purposes of the Council in establishing the impact fee program. 

15.04.020 Definitions  

The following words and terms shall have the following meanings for the purposes of this title, unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. Terms otherwise not defined herein shall be defined pursuant to 
RCW 82.02.090, or given their usual and customary meaning. 

A.    "Act" means the Growth Management Act, as codified in RCW 36.70A, as now in existence or as hereafter 
amended. 

B.    "Accessory Dwelling Unit" means a dwelling unit that has been added onto, created within, or separated 
from a single-family detached dwelling for use as a complete independent living unit with provisions for 
cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping. 

C.    "Building Permit" means an official document or certification which is issued by the Building Official and 
which authorizes the construction, alteration, enlargement, conversion, reconstruction, remodeling, 
rehabilitation, erection, demolition, moving or repair of a building or structure. 

D.    "Capital Facilities" means the facilities or improvements included in a capital budget. 
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E.    "Capital Facilities Plan" means the capital facilities plan element of a comprehensive plan adopted by the 
City of Olympia pursuant to Chapter 36.70A RCW, and such plan as amended. 

F.    "City" means the City of Olympia. 

G.    "Council" means the City Council of the City of Olympia. 

H.    "Concurrent" or "Concurrency" means that the improvements are in place at the time the impacts of 
development occur, or that the necessary financial commitments are in place, which shall include the impact 
fees anticipated to be generated by the development, to complete the improvements necessary to meet the 
specified standards of service defined in the Parks Study, the Transportation Study, and the Schools Study 
within ten (10) years of the time the impacts of development occur. 

I.    "County" means Thurston County. 

J.    "Department" means the Department of Community Planning and Development. 

K.    "Development Activity" means any construction, expansion, or change in the use of a building or structure 
that creates additional demand and need for public facilities. 

L.    "Development Approval" means any written authorization from the City of Olympia which authorizes the 
commencement of a development activity. 

M.    "Director" means the Director of the Department of Community Planning and Development or the 
Director’s designee. 

N.    "District No. 111" means the Olympia School District No. 111, Thurston County, Washington. 

O.    "Downtown Impact Fee Payment Area" means all properties located within the downtown area, which is 
currently bounded by: Budd Inlet on the north; Budd Inlet and Capitol Lake on the west; along 14th Avenue 
extending between Capitol Lake and Capitol Way, then east on 14th Avenue extending to Interstate 5 on the 
south; Eastside Street on the east; and along Olympia Avenue in a westerly direction reconnecting with the 
Budd Inlet on the north, including properties owned by the Port of Olympia, as shown in Figure 15-04-1. 

P.    "Dwelling Unit" means a single unit providing complete and independent living facilities for one or more 
persons, including permanent facilities for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation needs. 

Q.    "Elderly" means a person aged 62 or older. 

R.    "Encumbered" means to reserve, set aside, or otherwise earmark the impact fees in order to pay for 
commitments, contractual obligations, or other liabilities incurred for public facilities. 

S.    "Feepayer" is a person, corporation, partnership, an incorporated association, or any other similar entity, 
or department or bureau of any governmental entity or municipal corporation commencing a land development 
activity which creates the demand for additional capital facilities, and which requires the issuance of a building 
permit. "Feepayer" includes an applicant for an impact fee credit. 
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T.    "Gross Floor Area" means the total square footage of any building, structure, or use, including accessory 
uses. 

U.    “Gross Leasable Area” means the total square footage of leasable space in any building, structure, or use, 
including accessory uses. This does not include common spaces like lobbies, elevator shafts, stairwells, etc. 

UV.    "Hearing Examiner" means the Examiner who acts on behalf of the Council in considering and applying 
land use regulatory codes as provided under Chapter 18.82 of the Olympia Municipal Code. Where appropriate, 
"Hearing Examiner" also refers to the office of the hearing examiner. 

W.    “High Density Corridor” or “HDC”  will only include HDC-1, HDC-2, HDC-3 land use zoning areas and shall 
have the same meaning as set forth in Olympia Municipal Code Subsections 18.06.020.B.10, .11, and .12. 

VX.    "Impact fee" means a payment of money imposed by the City of Olympia on development activity 
pursuant to this title as a condition of granting development approval in order to pay for the public facilities 
needed to serve new growth and development. "Impact fee" does not include a reasonable permit fee, an 
application fee, the administrative fee for collecting and handling school impact fees, or the cost of reviewing 
independent fee calculations. 

WY.    "Impact Fee Account" or "Account" means the account(s) established for each type of public facility for 
which impact fees are collected. The Accounts shall be established pursuant to 
Sections 15.04.100 and 15.04.110 of this title, and comply with the requirements of RCW 82.02.070. 

XZ.    "Independent Fee Calculation" means the park impact calculation, the school impact calculation, the 
transportation calculation, and/or economic documentation prepared by a feepayer, to support the assessment 
of an impact fee other than by the use of Schedules A, C and D of Chapter 15.16, or the calculations prepared 
by the Director or District No. 111 where none of the fee categories or fee amounts in the schedules in 
Chapter 15.16 accurately describe or capture the impacts of the new development on public facilities. 

YAA.    "Interest" means the average interest rate earned by the City of Olympia or District No. 111 with 
respect to school fees in the last fiscal year, if not otherwise defined. 

ZBB.    "Interlocal Agreement" or "Agreement" means the school interlocal agreement by and between the City 
of Olympia and District No. 111 as authorized in Section 15.04.110 herein. 

AACC.    "Occupancy Permit" means the permit issued by the City of Olympia where a development activity 
results in a change in use of a pre-existing structure. 

BBDD.    "Open Space" means for the purposes of this title undeveloped public land that is permanently 
protected from development (except for the development of trails or other passive public access or use). 

CCEE.    "Owner" means the owner of record of real property, or a person with an unrestricted written option 
to purchase property; provided that, if the real property is being purchased under a recorded real estate 
contract, the purchaser shall be considered the owner of the real property. 
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DDFF.    "Parks" means parks, open space, and recreational facilities, including but not limited to ball fields, 
golf courses, athletic fields, soccer fields, swimming pools, tennis courts, volleyball courts, neighborhood parks, 
community parks, special use parks, trails, and open space. 

EEGG.    "Parks Study" means the City of Olympia Park Impact Fee Study dated October 2012, and as may be 
amended in the future. 

FFHH.    "Planned Residential Development" or "PRD" shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
Chapter 18.56 of the Olympia Municipal Code. 

GGII.    "Project Improvements" mean site improvements and facilities that are planned and designed to 
provide service for a particular development or users of the project, and are not system improvements. No 
improvement or facility included in a capital facilities plan adopted by the Council shall be considered a project 
improvement. 

HHJJ.    "Public Facilities" means the following capital facilities owned or operated by the City of Olympia or 
other governmental entities: (1) publicly owned parks, open space, and recreational facilities; (2) public 
streets, and roads; and (3) public school facilities. 

IIKK.    "Residential" or "Residential Development" means all types of construction intended for human 
habitation. This shall include, but is not limited to, single-family, duplex, triplex, and other multifamily 
development. 

JJLL.    "Schools Study" means the "Olympia School District - Rate Study for Impact Fees for School Facilities, 
1994," and as may be amended in the future. 

KKMM.    “Senior Housing Development” means a residential development of 10 units or more that is occupied 
exclusively by residents 55 years of age or older. In order to qualify for the “Senior Development” impact fee 
rate, a restrictive covenant is required to be placed on the deed limiting the development to residents 55 years 
of age or older. 

LLNN.    "Single Room Occupancy Dwelling" means a housing type consisting of one room, often with cooking 
facilities and with private or shared bathroom facilities. 

MMOO.    "Square Footage" means the square footage of the gross floor area of the development. 

NNPP.    "State" means the State of Washington. 

OOQQ.    "System Improvements" means public facilities that are included in the City of Olympia’s capital 
facilities plan and are designed to provide service to service areas within the community at large, in contrast to 
project improvements. 

PPRR.    "Transportation Study" means the City of Olympia Transportation Impact Fee Program Update dated 
December 2008 Multimodal Transportation Impact Fee Rate Study dated October 2020, and as may be 
amended in the future. 
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15.04.030 Findings of concurrency 

A.    Prior to approving proposed subdivisions, dedications, short plats, short subdivisions, planned residential 
developments, or binding site plans, the Council or administrative personnel shall make written findings that 
the public facilities which will be needed as a result of the new development, such as parks, recreation, open 
space, schools, and school grounds, will be provided concurrent with development. The concurrency 
requirement is satisfied if the improvements are in place at the time the impacts of development occur, or that 
the necessary financial commitments are in place, which shall include the impact fees anticipated to be 
generated by the development, to complete the improvements required to meet the specified standards of 
service defined in the Parks Study and the Schools Study within ten (10) years of the time that the impacts of 
development occur. Any combination of the following shall constitute the "necessary financial commitments" 
for the purposes of this title: 

1.    The City or District No. 111 has received voter approval of and/or has bonding authority; 

2.    The City or District No. 111 has received approval for federal, state or other funds; 

3.    The City or District No. 111 has received a secured commitment from a feepayer that the feepayer 
will construct the needed improvement(s) or facility and the City or District No. 111 has found such 
improvement(s) or facility to be acceptable and consistent with its capital facilities plan; and/or 

4.    The City or District No. 111 has other assured funding, including but not limited to impact fees 
which have been paid. 

B.    Compliance with this concurrency requirement shall be sufficient to satisfy the provisions of 
RCW 58.17.110, RCW 58.17.060, and the Act. The finding of concurrency shall be made at the time of 
preliminary plat or PRD approval or at the time of binding site plan approval. 

C.    The City shall not approve applications for preliminary plats, PRDs, or binding site plans, unless the City is 
able to make a finding of concurrency; provided that, if the feepayer opts to dedicate land, to provide 
improvements, and/or construction consistent with the requirements of Section 6 of this title governing credits, 
where appropriate, the City can make a finding of concurrency. 

D.    A finding of concurrency provided to the applicant at the time of preliminary plat or PRD approval, or at 
the time of binding site plan approval, shall be valid for a period of three (3) years from the date of receipt. If 
pursuant to law, an applicant requests an extension of the three-year period between the date of preliminary 
and final plat or PRD approval, the applicant shall be subject to a new concurrency determination prior to the 
granting of a request for an extension. 

E.    If any party for any reason is able to exempt itself from the operation of this title, the City reserves the 
right to review its land use plan in conjunction with its capital facilities plan in order to ensure concurrency. In 
the event that the impact fees that might have been paid would have been an integral part of the financing to 
ensure concurrency, the City reserves the right to deny approval for the development on these grounds. 

15.04.040 Assessment of impact fees 

A.    The City shall collect impact fees, based on the schedules in Chapter 15.16, or an independent fee 
calculation as provided for in Chapter 15.04.050, from any applicant seeking development approval from the 
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City for any development activity within the City, where such development activity requires the issuance of a 
building or occupancy permit. This shall include, but is not limited to, the development of residential, 
commercial, retail, office, and industrial land, and includes the expansion of existing uses that creates a 
demand for additional public facilities, as well as a change in existing use that creates a demand for additional 
public facilities. 

B.    Applicants seeking development approval from the City for residential developments where the property is 
located outside the boundaries of District No. 111 shall not be required to pay the school impact fee set forth 
in Schedule C (Section 15.16.030) of Appendix A (Chapter 15.16). 

C.    Where a change in use triggers review under the State Environmental Policy Act or increases the trip 
generation by more than 5% or ten peak hour person trips, whichever is less, the Director shall calculate a 
transportation impact fee based on the increases in the trip generation rate. 

D.    Impact fees shall be assessed at the time the complete building permit application is submitted for each 
unit in the development, using either the impact fee schedules then in effect or an independent fee calculation, 
at the election of the applicant and pursuant to the requirements set forth in Section 15.04.050. The City shall 
not accept an application for a building permit if final plat, PRD, or binding site plan approval is needed and 
has not yet been granted by the City. Furthermore, the City shall not accept an application for a building 
permit unless prior to submittal or concurrent with submittal, the feepayer submits complete applications for all 
other discretionary reviews needed, including, but not limited to, design review, the environmental 
determination, and the accompanying checklist. 

E.    Applicants that have been awarded credits prior to the submittal of the complete building permit 
application pursuant to Section 15.04.070, shall submit, along with the complete building permit application, a 
copy of the letter or certificate prepared by the Director pursuant to Section 15.04.070 setting forth the dollar 
amount of the credit awarded. Impact fees, as determined after the application of appropriate credits, shall be 
collected from the feepayer at the time the building permit is issued or prior to final building inspection as set 
forth in Subsection (H) below. 

F.    Where the impact fees imposed are determined by the square footage of the development, the impact fee 
shall be based on the size and type of structure proposed to be constructed on the property. If the final square 
footage of the development is in excess of the initial square footage set forth in the building permit, any 
difference will be adjusted at the time that a certificate of occupancy is issued or the time that the building is 
occupied, using the rate schedule in effect at that time of permit application. 

G.    Except as provided in subsection (H) below, the Department shall not issue a building permit unless and 
until the impact fees required by this Chapter, less any permitted exemptions, credits or deductions, have been 
paid. 

H.    Impact fee payments may be deferred until prior to the City conducting a final building inspection. All 
applicants and/or legal owners of the property upon which the development activity allowed by the building 
permit is to occur must sign an Impact Fee Deferral Agreement in a form acceptable by the City Attorney. The 
applicant will pay a $50 administrative fee, along with fees necessary for recording the agreement in the office 
of the Thurston County Auditor. 
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In the event that the fees are not paid within the time provided in this subsection, the City shall institute 
foreclosure proceedings under the process set forth in Chapter 61.12 RCW, except as revised herein. The then-
present owner shall also pay the City’s reasonable attorney fees and costs incurred in the foreclosure process. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City shall not commence foreclosure proceedings less than thirty (30) 
calendar days prior to providing written notification to the then-present owner of the property via certified mail 
with return receipt requested advising of its intent to commence foreclosure proceedings. If the then-present 
owner cures the default within the thirty-day cure period, no attorney fees and/or costs will be owed. In 
addition, the City retains its full authority to withhold inspections and to suspend, revoke or refuse to issue 
occupancy and other building permits and to commence enforcement actions due to non-payment of impact 
fees. 

 

FIGURE 15-04-1 
Downtown Deferred Impact Fee Payment Option Area (Grey Shaded Area Only) 

Note: This map is for illustrative purposes only. 
For exact description of area, see Section 15.04.020 Definitions. 
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15.04.050 Independent fee calculations 

A.    If in the judgment of the Director, none of the fee categories or fee amounts set forth in Schedule A or D 
(Sections 15.16.010 or 15.16.040) accurately describe or capture the impacts of a new development on parks 
or transportation facilities, the Department may prepare independent fee calculations and the Director may 
impose alternative fees on a specific development based on those calculations. The alternative fees and the 
calculations shall be set forth in writing and shall be mailed to the feepayer. For example, with respect to 
group homes, the fees imposed shall take into account the size and number of residents proposed to be 
housed in such group homes, and the Director shall determine the fees to be imposed based on the Director’s 
judgment of the approximate equivalent number of residents that would be generated compared to single 
family dwelling units. 

B.    If District No. 111 believes in good faith that none of the fee categories or fee amounts set forth in 
Schedule C (Section 15.16.030) accurately describe or capture the impacts of a new development on schools, 
District No. 111 may conduct independent fee calculations and submit such calculations to the Director. The 
Director may impose alternative fees on a specific development based on the calculations of District No. 111, 
or may impose alternative fees based on the calculations of the Department. The alternative fees and the 
calculations shall be set forth in writing and shall be mailed to the feepayer. 

C.    An applicant may elect to have impact fees determined according to Schedule A, B, or D 
(Sections 15.16.010 and .040, respectively). If the applicant does so, the applicant shall execute an agreement 
in a form satisfactory to the City Attorney waiving the applicant’s right to an independent fee calculation 
provided for in this Section. In the alternative, if an applicant opts not to have the impact fees determined 
according to Schedule A or D (Sections 15.16.010 or 15.16.040), the applicant may elect an independent fee 
calculation for the development activity for which a building permit is sought. In that event, the applicant may 
prepare and submit the applicant’s own independent fee calculation, or may request that the City prepare an 
independent fee calculation. The applicant must make the election between fees calculated under Schedules A 
or D and an independent fee calculation prior to issuance of the building permit for the development. If the 
applicant elects to prepare the applicant’s own independent fee calculation, the applicant must submit 
documentation showing the basis upon which the independent fee calculation was made. 

D.    An applicant may elect to have impact fees determined according to Schedule C (Section 15.16.030). If 
the applicant does so, the applicant shall execute an agreement in a form satisfactory to the City Attorney 
waiving the applicant’s right to an independent fee calculation provided for in this Section. In the alternative, if 
an applicant opts not to have the impact fees determined according to Schedule C (Section 15.16.030), the 
applicant may elect an independent fee calculation for the development activity for which a building permit is 
sought. In that event, the applicant may prepare and submit the applicant’s own independent fee calculation, 
or may request that the City prepare an independent fee calculation. The applicant must make the election 
between fees calculated under Schedule C and an independent fee calculation prior to issuance of the building 
permit for the development. If the applicant elects to prepare its own independent fee calculation, the 
applicant must submit documentation showing the basis upon which the independent fee calculation was 
made. The Director shall provide District No. 111 an opportunity to review the independent fee calculation and 
provide an analysis to the Director concerning whether the independent fee calculation should be accepted, 
rejected, or accepted in part. The Director may adopt, reject, or adopt in part the independent fee calculation 
based on the analysis prepared by District No. 111, or may impose alternative fees based on the calculations of 
the Department, the feepayer’s independent fee calculation, the specific characteristics of the development, 
and/or principles of fairness. The fees or alternative fees and the calculations shall be set forth in writing and 
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shall be mailed to the feepayer, and with respect to school impact fees, to the Superintendent or the 
Superintendent’s designee of District No. 111. 

E.    Any applicant electing an independent fee calculation shall be required to pay the City of Olympia a fee to 
cover the cost of reviewing or preparing the independent fee calculation, as follows: If the applicant elects to 
submit the applicant’s own independent fee calculation, the applicant shall pay to the City at the time of the 
independent fee calculation election a fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00) plus a deposit of five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) towards the City’s actual costs incurred in reviewing the independent fee calculation. The 
applicant shall remit all remaining actual costs of the City’s review of the independent fee calculation prior to 
and as a precondition of the City’s issuance of the building permit. If the City’s actual costs are lower than the 
deposit amount, the difference shall be remitted to the applicant. If the applicant elects to have the City 
prepare the independent fee calculation, the applicant shall pay to the City at the time of the independent fee 
calculation election a fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

F.    While there is a presumption that the calculations set forth in the Parks Study, the Schools Study, and the 
Transportation Study are valid, the Director shall consider the documentation submitted by the feepayer and 
the analysis prepared by District No. 111, but is not required to accept such documentation or analysis which 
the Director reasonably deems to be inaccurate or not reliable, and may modify or deny the request, or, in the 
alternative, require the feepayer or District No. 111 to submit additional or different documentation for 
consideration. The Director is authorized to adjust the impact fees on a case-by-case basis based on the 
independent fee calculation, the specific characteristics of the development, and/or principles of fairness. The 
Director’s decision shall be set forth in writing and shall be mailed to the feepayer, and with respect to school 
impact fees, to the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee of District No. 111. 

G.    Determinations made by the Director pursuant to this Section may be appealed to the office of the 
hearing examiner subject to the procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 

15.04.060 Exemptions  

A. The following shall be exempted from the payment of impact fees as follows: 

1.    Alteration of an existing nonresidential structure that does not expand the usable space or add any 
residential units shall be exempt from paying all impact fees; 

2.    Miscellaneous improvements, including, but not limited to, fences, walls, swimming pools, and signs 
shall be exempt from paying all impact fees; 

3.    Demolition or moving of a structure shall be exempt from paying all impact fees; 

4.    Expansion of an existing structure that results in the addition of one hundred twenty (120) square 
feet or less of gross floor area shall be exempt from paying all impact fees; 

5.    Replacement of a structure with a new structure of the same size and use at the same site or lot 
when such replacement occurs within seventy-two (72) months of the demolition or destruction of the 
prior structure shall be exempt from paying all impact fees. Replacement of a structure with a new 
structure of the same size shall be interpreted to include any structure for which the gross square 
footage of the building will not be increased by more than one hundred twenty (120) square feet. Such 
replacements shall be exempt from the payment of park, transportation impact fees, and school impact 
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fees; provided that, park, transportation, and school impact fees will be charged for any additional 
residential units that are created in the replacement and, transportation impact fees shall be charged for 
any additional gross floor area greater than one hundred twenty (120) square feet added in the 
replacement; 

6.    Any form of housing intended for and solely occupied by persons sixty-two (62) years or older, 
including nursing homes and retirement centers, shall be exempt from the payment of school impact 
fees so long as those uses are maintained, and the necessary covenants or declaration of restrictions, in 
a form approved by the City Attorney and the School District attorney, required to ensure the 
maintenance of such uses, are recorded on the property; 

7.    The creation of an accessory dwelling unit shall be exempt from the payment of school impact fees 
and the creation of an accessory dwelling unit within an existing single family structure shall be exempt 
from the payment of park impact fees; 

8.    A single room occupancy dwelling shall be exempt from the payment of school impact fees; 

9.    A change in use where the increase in trip generation is less than the threshold stated in 
Section 15.04.040(C), Assessment of Impact Fees shall be exempt from paying transportation impact 
fees; or 

10.    Any form of low-income housing occupied by households whose income when adjusted for size, is 
at or below eighty percent (80%) of the area median income, as annually adjusted by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development shall be exempt from paying school impact fees 
provided that a covenant approved by the school district to assure continued use for low income housing 
is executed, and that the covenant is an obligation that runs with the land upon which the housing is 
located and is recorded against the title of the property. 

11.    Developments limited to residents who routinely receive assistance with activities of daily living 
such as, but not limited to, bathing, dressing, eating, personal hygiene, transferring, toileting, and 
mobility shall be exempt from paying park and school impact fees. 

B.    With respect to impact fees for parks and transportation, the Director shall be authorized to determine 
whether a particular development activity falls within an exemption identified in this Section, in any other 
Section, or under other applicable law. Determinations of the Director shall be in writing and shall be subject to 
the appeals procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 

C.    With respect to school impact fees, requests for an exemption shall be directed to District No. 111. District 
No. 111 shall determine whether a particular development activity falls within an exemption identified in this 
Section, in any other Section, or under other applicable law. District No. 111 shall forward its determination to 
the Director in writing, and the Director may adopt the determination of District No. 111 and may exempt or 
decline to exempt a particular development activity, or the Director may make an alternative determination and 
set forth the rationale for the alternative determination. Determinations of the Director shall be in writing and 
shall be subject to the appeals procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 
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D.    Upon application by the owner, a partial exemption of not more than eighty percent (80%) of park, 
transportation and school impact fees, with no explicit requirement to pay the exempted portion of the fee 
from public funds, may be granted to a low-income housing development, as defined below: 

1.    The Director, after consultation with the Directors of Parks and Public Works Transportation, may 
grant an exemption to a low-income housing project listed in an annual consolidated action plan 
approved by the City Council. 

2.    The City Council may grant an exemption to a low-income housing project not included in an annual 
consolidated action plan. 

3.    The decision to grant, partially grant or deny an exemption shall be based on the public benefit of 
the specific project, the extent to which the applicant has sought other funding sources, the financial 
hardship to the project of paying the impact fees, the impacts of the project on public facilities and 
services, and the consistency of the project with adopted City plans and policies relating to low-income 
housing. 

4.    An exemption granted under this subsection must be conditioned upon requiring the developer to 
record a covenant approved by the Director that prohibits using the property for any purpose other than 
for low-income housing as described in OMC Subsection 15.04.060.A.10. At a minimum, the covenant 
must address price restrictions and household income limits for the low-income housing, and require 
that, if the property is converted to a use other than for low-income housing as defined in the covenant, 
the property owner must pay the applicable impact fees in effect at the time of any conversion. 
Covenants required by this subsection must be recorded with the Thurston County Auditor. 

5.    “Low-income housing” means housing with a monthly housing expense that is no greater than 
thirty percent (30%) of eighty percent (80%) of the median family income adjusted for family size for 
Olympia, as reported by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

15.04.070 Credits  

A.    A feepayer can request that a credit or credits for park and/or transportation impact fees be granted for 
the total value of dedicated land, improvements, and/or construction provided by the feepayer if the land, 
improvements, and/or construction facility are identified in the capital facilities plan as projects providing 
capacity to serve new growth. The Director may make a finding that such land, improvements, and/or facility 
would serve the goals and objectives of the capital facilities plan. For park and transportation impact fees, the 
feepayer can also request a credit or credits for significant past tax payments. For each request for a credit or 
credits for significant past tax payments for park and transportation impact fees, the feepayer shall submit 
receipts and a calculation of past tax payments earmarked for or proratable to the projects that provide 
capacity to serve new growth in the capital facilities plan. 

B.    Where the dedicated land, improvements, and/or construction is for the benefit of District No. 111, the 
feepayer shall direct the request for a credit or credits to District No. 111. District No. 111 shall first determine 
the general suitability of the land, improvements, and/or construction for District purposes. Second, District No. 
111 shall determine whether the land, improvements, and/or the facility constructed are included within the 
District’s adopted capital facilities plan or the Board of Directors for District No. 111 may make the finding that 
such land, improvements, and/or facilities would serve the goals and objectives of the capital facilities plan of 
District No. 111. District No. 111 shall forward its determination to the Director, including cases where District 
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No. 111 determines that the dedicated land, improvements, and/or construction are not suitable for District 
purposes. The Director may adopt the determination of District No. 111 and may award or decline to award a 
credit, or the Director may make an alternative determination and set forth in writing the rationale for the 
alternative determination. 

C.    For each request for a credit or credits, if appropriate, the Director shall select an appraiser or the 
feepayer may select an independent appraiser acceptable to the Director. The appraiser must be a Washington 
State Certified Appraiser or must possesses other equivalent certification and shall not have a fiduciary or 
personal interest in the property being appraised. A description of the appraiser’s certification shall be included 
with the appraisal, and the appraiser shall certify that the appraiser does not have a fiduciary or personal 
interest in the property being appraised. 

D.    The appraiser shall be directed to determine the total value of the dedicated land, improvements, and/or 
construction provided by the feepayer on a case-by-case basis. 

E.    Where the dedicated land, improvements, and/or construction is for the benefit of District No. 111 and 
District No. 111 has determined that the land, improvements, and/or construction would be suitable for District 
purposes, District No. 111 shall select an appraiser or the feepayer may select an independent appraiser 
acceptable to District No. 111. Such appraiser must meet and comply with the requirements set forth in 
subsection C above. The appraiser shall be directed to determine the value of the dedicated land, 
improvements, or construction provided by the feepayer on a case-by-case basis. 

F.    The feepayer shall pay for the cost of the appraisal or request that the cost of the appraisal be deducted 
from the credit which the Director may be providing to the feepayer, in the event that a credit is awarded. 

G.    After receiving the appraisal, or the determination of District No. 111, and where consistent with the 
requirements of this Section, the Director shall provide the applicant with a letter or certificate setting forth the 
dollar amount of the credit, the reason for the credit, the legal description of the site donated where 
applicable, and the legal description or other adequate description of the project or development to which the 
credit may be applied. The applicant must sign and date a duplicate copy of such letter or certificate indicating 
the applicant’s agreement to the terms of the letter or certificate, and return such signed document to the 
Director before the impact fee credit will be awarded. The failure of the applicant to sign, date, and return 
such document within sixty (60) calendar days shall nullify the credit. The credit must be used within seventy-
two (72) months of the award of the credit. 

H.    Any claim for credit must be made no later than twenty (20) calendar days after the submission of an 
application for a building permit. 

I.    In no event shall the credit exceed the amount of the impact fees that would have been due for the 
proposed development activity. 

J.    No credit shall be given for project improvements. 

K.    Determinations made by the Director pursuant to this Section shall be subject to the appeals procedures 
set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 
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L.    The fee payer may also apply for a credit for transportation demand management strategies. The Director 
shall determine the actual amount of the credit to be granted to a specific project for the transportation 
demand management strategies that the feepayer will implement. The Director may consider the possible 
impacts on adjacent residential parking when considering a request for credit. At the discretion of the Director, 
eligible projects may reduce transportation impact fees by the following amounts: 

ACTION TRANSPORTATION 
IMPACT FEE REDUCTION 

Operational Improvements:   

Commercial development which would be occupied by employees subject to 
Commute Trip Reduction ordinance or evidence to voluntarily comply with 
Commute Trip Reduction ordinance. 

2% 

Physical Improvements:   

Installation of on-site sheltered bus stop, or bus stop within 1/4 mile of site 
with adequate walkways as determined by Transportation Division staff. 

2% 

Installation of preferential carpool/vanpool parking facilities. 2% 

Underbuild median parking requirements by at least 20%. 2% 

Other:   

Other operational or physical Transportation Demand Management 
measures identified by the developer (with supporting documentation). 

Up to 5% based upon peak 
hour trip reductions 

Maximum Reduction Up to 10% 

The following guidelines define the conditions under which transportation demand management credits may be 
granted. The Director shall request documentation or other sureties to ensure the effectiveness and 
continuation of the impact of these credits. 

OPERATIONAL 

1.    Applicants requesting credit because they will house employers subject to the Commute Trip 
Reduction (CTR) Act must provide a signed five-year lease or other evidence in a form approved by the 
City Attorney that obligates the occupants to reduce peak hour trips. 

PHYSICAL 

1.    "Carpool/vanpool only" parking must be designated for a minimum of three spaces or 15% of the 
actual constructed parking area. 

Transportation Impact Fee Reduction for Underbuilding Median Parking: 

1.    Any physical/operational improvements required by the City to reduce parking are not eligible for 
individual TIF reductions. 

2.    Physical/operational improvements being proposed above and beyond those required for parking 
reductions are eligible for TIF reductions. 
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*Plus other possible TDM credits as identified by the applicant which reduces single occupancy vehicle trips. 

15.04.080 Tax adjustments 

Pursuant to and consistent with the requirements of RCW 82.02.060, the Parks Study, the Transportation 
Study, and the Schools Study have provided adjustments for future taxes to be paid by the new development 
which are earmarked or proratable to the same new public facilities which will serve the new development. The 
impact fee schedules in Appendix A (Chapter 15.16) have reasonably adjusted for taxes and other revenue 
sources which are anticipated to be available to fund these public improvements. 

15.04.090 Appeals 

A.    Any feepayer may pay the impact fees imposed by this title under protest in order to obtain a building 
permit or occupancy permit. No appeal shall be permitted until the impact fees at issue have been paid. 

B.    Appeals regarding the impact fees imposed on any development activity shall only be filed by the feepayer 
of the property where such development activity will occur, except as otherwise provided herein (See 
Subsection E). 

C.    The feepayer must first file a request for review regarding impact fees with the Director, as provided 
herein: 

1.    The request shall be in writing on the form provided by the City; 

2.    The request for review by the Director shall be filed no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after 
the feepayer pays the impact fees at issue; 

3.    No administrative fee will be imposed for the request for review by the Director; and 

4.    The Director shall issue a determination in writing. 

D.    Determinations of the Director with respect to the applicability of the impact fees to a given development 
activity, the availability or value of a credit, or the Director’s decision concerning the independent fee 
calculation, or any other determination which the Director is authorized to make pursuant to this title, can be 
appealed to the hearing examiner subject to the procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 

E.    If the Director makes a determination on an adjustment, credit, or independent fee calculation contrary to 
or inconsistent with the determination or analysis prepared by District No. 111, District No. 111 may appeal the 
Director’s determination to the hearing examiner subject to the procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 

15.04.100 Establishment of impact fee accounts for parks and transportation  

A.    Impact fee receipts shall be earmarked specifically and deposited in special interest-bearing accounts. The 
fees received shall be invested in a manner consistent with the investment policies of the City. 

B.    There are hereby established two separate impact fee accounts for the fees collected pursuant to this 
title: the Parks Impact Account and the Transportation Impact Account. Funds withdrawn from these accounts 
must be used in accordance with the provisions of Section 15.04.130 of this title. Interest earned on the fees 
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shall be retained in each of the accounts and expended for the purposes for which the impact fees were 
collected. 

C.    On an annual basis, the Financial Director shall provide a report to the Council on each of the two impact 
fee accounts showing the source and amount of all moneys collected, earned, or received, and the public 
improvements that were financed in whole or in part by impact fees. 

D.    Impact fees shall be expended or encumbered within ten (10) years of receipt, unless the Council 
identifies in written findings extraordinary and compelling reason or reasons for the City to hold the fees 
beyond the ten (10) year period. Under such circumstances, the Council shall establish the period of time 
within which the impact fees shall be expended or encumbered. 

15.04.110 Authorization for the school interlocal agreement and the establishment of the 
school impact account  

A.    The City Manager is authorized to execute, on behalf of the City, an interlocal agreement for the 
collection, expenditure, and reporting of school impact fees; provided that, such interlocal agreement complies 
with the provisions of this Section. 

B.    As a condition of the interlocal agreement, District No. 111 shall establish a School Impact Account with 
the Office of the Thurston County Treasurer, who serves as the Treasurer for District No. 111. The account 
shall be an interest-bearing account, and the school impact fees received shall be invested in a manner 
consistent with the investment policies of District No. 111. 

C.    For administrative convenience while processing the fee payments, school impact fees may be temporarily 
deposited in a City account, with interest earned retained by the City. As soon as practicable, the City shall 
transmit the school impact fees collected for District No. 111 to District No. 111. District No. 111 shall deposit 
the fees in the School Impact Account established by the District. 

D.    Funds withdrawn from the School Impact Account for District No. 111 must be used in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 15.04.130 of this title. The interest earned shall be retained in this account and 
expended for the purposes for which the school impact fees were collected. 

E.    On an annual basis, pursuant to the interlocal agreement, District No. 111 shall provide a report to the 
Council on the School Impact Account, showing the source and amount of all monies collected, earned, or 
received, and the public improvements that were financed in whole or in part by impact fees. 

F.    School impact fees shall be expended or encumbered within ten (10) years of receipt, unless the Council 
identifies in written findings extraordinary and compelling reason or reasons for District No. 111 to hold the 
fees beyond the ten (10) year period. Under such circumstances, the Council shall establish the period of time 
within which the impact fees shall be expended or encumbered, after consultation with District No. 111. 

15.04.120 Refunds 

A.    If the City or District No. 111 fails to expend or encumber the impact fees within ten (10) years of when 
the fees were paid, or where extraordinary or compelling reasons exist, such other time periods as established 
pursuant to Sections 15.04.100 or 15.04.110, the current owner of the property on which impact fees have 
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been paid may receive a refund of such fees. In determining whether impact fees have been expended or 
encumbered, impact fees shall be considered expended or encumbered on a first in, first out basis. 

B.    The City shall notify potential claimants by first class mail deposited with the United States Postal Service 
at the last known address of such claimants. The potential claimant must be the owner of the property for 
which the impact fee was paid. 

C.    Current owner(s) seeking a refund of impact fees must submit a written request for a refund of the fees 
to the Director and/or District No. 111 within one (1) year of the date the right to claim the refund arises or 
the date that notice is given, whichever is later. 

D.    Any impact fees for which no application for a refund has been made by the claimant within this one-year 
period shall be retained by the City or District No. 111 and expended on the appropriate public facilities. 
Claimants shall have no rights to a refund if not timely requested pursuant to Subsection 15.04.120(C). 

E.    Refunds of impact fees under this Section shall include any interest earned on the impact fees by the City 
or District No. 111. 

F.    When the City seeks to terminate any or all components of the impact fee program, all unexpended or 
unencumbered funds from any terminated component or components, including interest earned, shall be 
refunded pursuant to this Section. Upon the finding that any or all fee requirements are to be terminated, the 
City shall place notice of such termination and the availability of refunds in a newspaper of general circulation 
at least two (2) times and shall notify all potential claimants by first class mail at the last known address of the 
claimants. All funds available for refund shall be retained for a period of one (1) year. At the end of one (1) 
year, any remaining funds shall be retained by the City, but must be expended for the appropriate public 
facilities. This notice requirement shall not apply if there are no unexpended or unencumbered balances within 
the account or accounts being terminated. 

G.    The City shall also refund to the current owner of property for which impact fees have been paid all 
impact fees paid, including interest earned on the impact fees, if the development activity for which the impact 
fees were imposed did not occur; provided that, if the City or District No. 111 has expended or encumbered 
the impact fees in good faith prior to the application for a refund, the Director or District No. 111 can decline to 
provide the refund. If within a period of three (3) years, the same or subsequent owner of the property 
proceeds with the same or substantially similar development activity, the owner can petition the Director or 
District No. 111 for an offset against the actual impact fee amounts paid. The petitioner must provide receipts 
of impact fees previously paid for a development of the same or substantially similar nature on the same 
property or some portion thereof. In the case of park or transportation impact fees, the Director shall 
determine whether to grant an offset, and the determinations of the Director may be appealed pursuant to the 
procedures in OMC Chapter 18.75. In the case of school impact fees, District No. 111 shall determine whether 
to grant an offset. District No. 111 shall forward its determination to the Director, and the Director may adopt 
the determination of District No. 111 and may grant or decline to grant an offset, or the Director may make an 
alternative determination and set forth the rationale for the alternative determination. Determinations of the 
Director shall be in writing and shall be subject to the appeals procedures set forth in OMC Chapter 18.75. 
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15.04.130 Use of funds 

A.    Pursuant to this title, impact fees: 

1.    shall be used for public improvements that will reasonably benefit the new development; and 

2.    shall not be imposed to make up for deficiencies in public facilities serving existing developments; 
and 

3.    shall not be used for maintenance or operation. 

B.    With respect to parks facilities, impact fees may be spent for public improvements, including, but not 
limited to, planning for parks that will reasonably benefit the new development, land acquisition, site 
improvements, necessary off-site improvements, construction, engineering, architectural, permitting, financing, 
and administrative expenses, applicable impact fees or mitigation costs, and capital equipment pertaining to 
park facilities. 

C.    Transportation impact fees may be spent for public improvements, including, but not limited to, planning, 
land acquisition, right-of-way acquisition, site improvements, necessary off-site improvements, construction, 
engineering, architectural, permitting, financing, and administrative expenses, applicable impact fees, or 
mitigation costs, and any other expenses which can be capitalized pertaining to transportation improvements. 

D.    With respect to schools, impact fees may be spent for public improvements, including, but not limited to, 
school planning, land acquisition, site improvements, necessary off-site improvements, construction, 
engineering, architectural, permitting, financing, and administrative expenses, applicable impact fees or 
mitigation costs, capital equipment pertaining to educational facilities, and any other expenses which can be 
capitalized. 

E.    Impact fees may also be used to recoup public improvement costs previously incurred by the City or 
District No. 111 to the extent that new growth and development will be served by the previously constructed 
improvements or incurred costs. 

F.    In the event that bonds or similar debt instruments are or have been issued for the advanced provision of 
public improvements for which impact fees may be expended, impact fees may be used to pay debt service on 
such bonds or similar debt instruments to the extent that the facilities or improvements provided are consistent 
with the requirements of this Section and are used to serve the new development. 

15.04.140 Administrative guidelines 

The Director shall be authorized to adopt forms, applications, brochures, and guidelines for the implementation 
of this title which may include the adoption of a procedures guide for impact fees. 

15.04.150 Review 

The fee schedules set forth in Chapter 15.16 shall be reviewed by the Council as it may deem necessary and 
appropriate in conjunction with the annual update of the capital facilities plan element of the City’s 
comprehensive plan. 
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Section 2.  Amendment of OMC 15.08.050.  Olympia Municipal Code Section 15.08.050 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

15.08.050 Transportation impact fees 

A.    The transportation impact fees in Schedule D, Section 15.16.040, are generated from the formula for 
calculating impact fees set forth in the Transportation Study,. The fees to be charged are outlined in the 2009 
Transportation Impact Fee Collection Rate Document. One copy of the Transportation Study and one copy of 
the 2009 Rate document a copy of which will be kept on file with the office of the City Clerk and each is hereby 
adopted and incorporated by reference. Except as otherwise provided in OMC Sections 15.04.050 through 
15.04.070, all new developments and changes in use in the City will be charged the transportation impact fees 
in Schedule D. 

B.    The transportation impact fees in Schedule D will be reviewed annually to consider adjustments to the 
fees to account for system improvement cost increases due to increased costs of labor, construction materials 
and real property. The City Council intends that such review should occur concurrently with the annual review 
of the Capital Facilities Plan element of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

C.    The cost of administering the impact fee program for transportation impact fees shall also include a $20 
one percent (1%) administrative fee per new P.M. (afternoon) peak hour trip generated. The administrative 
fee shall be deposited into an administrative fee account within the Transportation Impact Fee Fund. The 
administrative fee shall be used to defray the cost incurred by the City in the administration and update of the 
Transportation Impact Fee Program, including, but not limited to, review of independent fee calculations and 
the value of credits. The administrative fee is not creditable or refundable under OMC 15.04.070. 

Section 3.  Amendment of OMC 15.16.  Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.16 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 15.16 

APPENDIX A, IMPACT FEE SCHEDULES   

(PARKS, SCHOOLS, TRANSPORTATION) 

15.16.000    Chapter Contents 

Sections: 
15.16.010    Schedule A, pPark iImpact fFees. 
15.16.030    Schedule C, School Impact Fees.  
15.16.040    Schedule D, Transportation Impact Fees.  

15.16.010 Schedule A, park impact fee 
For complete building permit applications, the following schedule shall apply to residential development: 
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Housing Type (fees are per unit):  

TYPE OF DWELLING UNIT Neighborhood 
Park 

Community 
Park 

Open 
Space TOTALS 

Single Family including Manufactured Homes on 
individual lots, Townhouses 

$890 $3,383 1,308 $5,581 

Multi Family including Apartments, Duplex, Triplex, 
Fourplex (per unit), Cottage Housing, and 
Courtyard Apartments 

$605 $2,301 $890 $3,796 

5 or more unit Multi Family, Courtyard Apartments $605 $2,301 $890 $3,796 
Units in Senior Housing Developments (including 
single family units) 

$605 $2,301 $890 $3,796 

Mobile Home in Mobile Home Parks $605 $2,301 $890 $3,796 
Single Room Occupancy Units, Studios, Accessory 
Dwelling Units (except Accessory Dwelling Units 
created within existing Single Family structure, 
which are exempt) 

$356 $1,353 $524 $2,233 

Single Room Occupancy Units, Studios $356 $1,353 $524 $2,233 
Downtown Multi Family (including apartments, 
Duplex, Triplex, Fourplex, Cottage Housing, 
Courtyard Apartments) and Townhouses) 

$463 $1,759 $680 $2,902 

 
 
15.16.030 Schedule C, School Impact Fees  
For complete building permit applications submitted after the effective date of this title, the following 
schedule shall apply: 

(Applies to residential development only) 

Housing Type (fees are per unit):  
Single Family - detached (including manufactured homes on individual lots) $5,177 

$5,448 
Multifamily per unit (including townhouses) (including Apartments, Duplex, Triplex, 
Fourplex, Cottage Housing, Courtyard Apartments) and Townhouses (Non-
Downtown) 

$2,033 
$2,133 

Senior Housing, Accessory Dwelling Unit, Single Room Occupancy, Studio (Exempt) $0 
Downtown Multi Family per units (including townhouses) -- Effective July 1, 2020 
(including Apartments, Duplex, Triplex, Fourplex, Cottage Housing, Courtyard 
Apartments) and Townhouses  

$1,627 
$1,756 

 

 

 

 



 

21 
 

15.16.040 Schedule D, Transportation Impact Fees  

SCHEDULE D 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE RATE SCHEDULE  

Effective January 1, 2020July 1, 2021 

Land Uses 
Unit of 

Measure 
Rate 

Cost per New Person Trip Generated:    $2,787 
$2,551 

Residential     

Single Family (Detached), Townhouse & Manufactured Home dwelling   $3,219 
$3,662 

Multi Family, including Apartment (1 to 2 levels), Duplex, Triplex, Fourplex, 
Cottage Housing & Courtyard Apartment 

dwelling  $1,925 
$2,071 

Apartment (3 to 10 levels) includes Studio dwelling  $1,512 
$1,627 

Senior Housing, Accessory Dwelling Unit & Single-Room Occupancy Unit dwelling   $ 728 
$1,036 

Mobile Home dwelling   $1,496 
$1,701 

Commercial – Services     

Bank sq ft / GFA    $22.01 
$42.38 

Day Care sq ft / GFA    $22.93 
$29.31 

Hotel/Motel room    $2,230 
$3,292 

Service Station1 fueling 
position 

   $9,388 
$19,628 

Quick Lubrication Vehicle Shop servicing 
positions 

  $5,738 
$10,825 

Automobile Care Center sq ft / GLA   $4.77 
$7.44 

Movie Theater seat screen  $127 
$37,510 
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SCHEDULE D 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE RATE SCHEDULE  

Effective January 1, 2020July 1, 2021 

Land Uses 
Unit of 

Measure 
Rate 

Health Club sq ft / GFA   $7.62 
$8.25 

Marina berth  $492 
$607 

Institutional   
 

Elementary /Jr. High/ High School student  $193 
$360 

University/College student  $426 
$308 

Church sq ft / GFA  $1.89 
$1.57 

Hospital sq ft / GFA   $3.46 
$2.49 

Assisted Living, Nursing Home, Group Home bed 
sq ft / GFA 

  $572 
$1.90 

Industrial     

Light Industry/Manufacturing/Industrial Park sq ft / GFA  $4.03 
$1.10 

Warehousing/Storage sq ft / GFA    $1.52 
$.52 

Mini Warehouse sq ft / GFA  $1.23 
$0.47 

Restaurant     

Restaurant sq ft / GFA   $13.25 
$13.93 

Fast Food Restaurant sq ft / GFA    $30.33 
$52.09 

Coffee/Donut Shop with Drive-Through Window sq ft / GFA    $25.84 
$69.16 
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SCHEDULE D 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE RATE SCHEDULE  

Effective January 1, 2020July 1, 2021 

Land Uses 
Unit of 

Measure 
Rate 

Coffee/Donut Shop with Drive-Through Window and No Indoor Seating sq ft / GFA   $9.96 
$29.23 

Commercial – Retail     

Retail Shopping Center:     

up to 49,999 sq ft / GLA   $5.72 
$10.37 

50,000-99,999 sq ft / GLA    $5.05 
$10.27 

100,000-199,999 sq ft / GLA    $4.97 
$9.36 

200,000-299,999 sq ft / GLA    $4.55 
$8.87 

300,000-399,999 sq ft / GLA   $5.41 
$8.76 

over 400,000 sq ft / GLA   $6.10 
$9.06 

Supermarket > 5,000 SF sq ft / GFA    $11.84 
$18.86 

Convenience Market < 5,000 SF sq ft / GFA   $31.01 
$76.73 

Furniture Store sq ft / GFA  $0.33 
$0.78 

Car Sales - New/Used sq ft / GFA    $8.96 
$9.57 

Nursery/Garden Center sq ft / GFA   $9.48 
$15.49 

Pharmacy/Drugstore sq ft / GFA    $6.24 
$14.09 
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SCHEDULE D 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE RATE SCHEDULE  

Effective January 1, 2020July 1, 2021 

Land Uses 
Unit of 

Measure 
Rate 

Hardware/Building Materials Store < 25,000 SF sq ft / GFA   $5.26 
$3.94 

Discount Merchandise Store (Free Standing) sq ft / GFA    $5.80 
$9.39 

Video Rental sq ft / GFA    $9.67 

Home Improvement Superstore > 25,000 SF sq ft / GFA   $2.64 
$4.31 

Miscellaneous Retail sq ft / GLA   $5.46 
$8.02 

Commercial – Office 
 

  

Administrative Office:     

0-99,999 sq ft / GFA   $11.47 
$3.19 

100,000-199,999 sq ft / GFA   $6.99 
$3.12 

200,000-299,999 sq ft / GFA   $6.10 
$3.05 

over 300,000 sq ft / GFA    $5.71 
$3.02 

Medical Office/Clinic sq ft / GFA    $11.94 
$8.08 

Downtown2 and High Density Corridor3 Fees     

Apartment includes All Multi Family Uses, Townhouse, & Studio 
Multi Family (including Apartment, Duplex, Triplex, Fourplex, Cottage 
Housing, and Courtyard Apartment), Townhouse, and Studio 

dwelling   $902 
$1,185 

Senior Housing, Accessory Dwelling Unit & Single Room Occupancy Unit dwelling    $435 
$629 

Assisted Living, Nursing Home, Group Home bed 
sq ft / GFA 

 $341 
$1.48 



 

25 
 

SCHEDULE D 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE RATE SCHEDULE  

Effective January 1, 2020July 1, 2021 

Land Uses 
Unit of 

Measure 
Rate 

Hotel/Motel room   $1,330 
$1,738 

Movie Theater seatscreen  $82 
$29,258 

Marina berth $294 
$474 

Downtown Services/Retail34 sq ft / GLA    $3.60 
$6.50 

Administrative Office:     

0-99,999 sq ft / GFA    $7.92 
$2.49 

100,000-199,999 sq ft / GFA    $4.83 
$2.44 

200,000-299,999 sq ft / GFA    $4.21 
$2.38 

over 300,000 sq ft / GFA    $3.95 
$2.35 

Medical Office/Clinic sq ft / GFA   $8.25 
$6.30 

Industrial Park sq ft / GFA  $2.78 

Warehousing/Storage sq ft / GFA  $1.05 

Mini Warehouse sq ft / GFA  $0.85 

 
Notes: For uses with Unit of Measure in "sq ft / GFA" or "sq ft/GLA," impact fee is dollars per square foot. 
 
1)    Service Station can include Mini Mart (less than or equal to 2,500 square feet) and/or Car Wash. Mini Mart 
greater than 2,500 square feet is calculated separately. 
 
2)    Downtown: As defined in Olympia Municipal Code 15.04.020.O. 
 
3)    High Density Corridor (HDC):  will only include HDC-1, HDC-2, HDC-3 land use zoning areas and shall have the 
same meaning as set forth in Olympia Municipal Code Subsections 18.06.020.B.10, .11, and .12. 
 
34)    Downtown Services/Retail includes Retail Stores, Restaurants, Supermarkets, Convenience Markets, Video 
Rentals, Banks, Health Clubs, Day Cares, and Libraries. 
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Section 4.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make 
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 

Section 5.  Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected. 

Section 6.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 

Section 7.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2021, after its passage by the 
Olympia City Council and publication, as provided by law, except for the Transportation Impact Fees as 
amended in OMC 15.16.040, Schedule D, which fees shall take effect on July 1, 2021.   

 
 

__________________________________________ 
MAYOR 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
                
PASSED: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED: 



City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia
Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 Related to

Transportation Concurrency

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.D

File Number:20-0994

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 Related to
Transportation Concurrency

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve an ordinance amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 related to
transportation concurrency on second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to amend an ordinance updating transportation concurrency.

Staff Contact:
Mark Russell, P.E., Deputy Director, Public Works Department, 360.753.8762

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar Item.

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

The Washington State Growth Management Act requires that cities plan for growth and respond to
increased transportation needs. Like other cities, Olympia is required to have a transportation
concurrency program. This program defines the new transportation infrastructure that will be built by
the City to support the new trips on our streets that comes with new growth.

To date, Olympia’s concurrency program has been focused on building infrastructure that supports
more motor vehicle trips. Changes are being proposed to our concurrency program that will improve
our streets for walking, biking, transit, as well as driving.
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As described in the attached ordinance, the concurrency program ensures that the City keeps pace
with the new travel demand, or new trips, on our streets, by building new supply, or street
improvement projects.

The supply is defined in a new proposed 20-year concurrency project list. The concurrency projects
are the City’s minimum commitment to accommodating new growth. These projects will be listed in
the Capital Facilities Plan and updated as needed.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
Staff has reached out to stakeholders in the development community about changes to the
transportation concurrency and impact fee programs and invited the public to observe the August 19
Finance Committee discussion of the changes. The Planning Commission and Bicycle and
Pedestrian Advisory Committee were briefed earlier this year as the program changes were under
development.

Options:
1. Approve an ordinance amending Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 related to

transportation concurrency on second reading.  The new concurrency program will help
accommodate new growth in the City.

2. Do not approve the ordinance.

Financial Impact:
Concurrency projects are a subset of the impact fee projects lists, meaning they will receive impact
fee funding, along with other funding sources.  Each year, the Capital Facilities Plan will list
concurrency program projects and how they will be funded.

Attachments:
Ordinance
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Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 
TRANPORTATION CONCURRENCY AND AMENDING OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
CHAPTER 15.20 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Growth Management Act requires that cities plan for growth and 
respond to increased transportation needs; and 

WHEREAS, like other cities, Olympia is required to have a transportation concurrency program, which 
defines the new transportation infrastructure that will be built by the City to support the new trips on city 
streets that comes with new growth; and 

WHEREAS, staff is proposing changes to the City’s concurrency program that will improve city streets for 
walking, biking, transit, as well as driving; and 

WHEREAS, the concurrency program ensures that the City keeps pace with the new travel demand on 
city streets by building new supply or street improvement projects; and 

WHEREAS, staff has reached out to stakeholders in the development community regarding changes to 
the transportation concurrency and impact fee programs, and the public was invited to observe the 
August 19, 2020 Finance Committee discussion of the proposed changes; and 

WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee were 
briefed earlier this year as the program changes were under development; and 

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council determines it to be in the best interest of the residents of the City 
of Olympia to change its transportation concurrency program and amend Olympia Municipal Code 
Chapter 15.20 accordingly; and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Article 11, Section 11, of the Washington Constitution; 
and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is supported by the staff report, attachments, and documents on file with the 
Department of Public Works; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment of OMC 15.20.  Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 
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Chapter 15.20 
TRANSPORTATION CONCURRENCY 

15.20.000    Chapter Contents 

Sections: 
15.20.010    Title, authority and purpose. 
15.20.020    Definitions. 
15.20.030    Level of service standards. 
15.20.040    Concurrency districts. 
15.20.050    Concurrency test. 
15.20.060    Exemptions from the concurrency test. 
15.20.070    Findings of concurrency. 
15.20.080    Fees. 
15.20.090    Concurrency system. 
15.20.100    Monitoring the transportation system. 
15.20.110    Intergovernmental coordination. 
15.20.120    Appeals. 

15.20.010 Title, authority and purpose 

A.    This chapter shall be known as the "Transportation Concurrency Ordinance." 

B.    This chapter is enacted pursuant to the City of Olympia’s powers as a Code City, Article XI, Section 10 of 
the Washington State Constitution, Chapter 35A RCW, the Growth Management Act, Chapter 36.70A generally, 
and RCW 36.70A.070 specifically. 

C.    It is the purpose of this chapter: 

1.    To ensure adequate levels of service on provision of multimodal transportation facilities for existing 
land uses as well as new development; 

2.    To provide transportation facilities that achieve and m maintain the City’s level of service 
transportation concurrency standards as established in the Comprehensive Plan; and 

3.    To ensure that the City’s level of service transportation concurrency standards are achieved 
concurrently with development as required by the GMA. 

15.20.020 Definitions  

Except as defined below, the words and terms used in this chapter shall have the meaning set forth in the 

OMC Section 18.02.180. 

A.    Adequate - the transportation facilities meet or exceed the City’s adopted standard of service 
transportation concurrency standard set forth in the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
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B.    Capacity - the maximum number of vehicles that can be accommodated during a specified travel period at 
a specified level of service. Capacity will be calculated according to the methodology used in the most current 
Highway Capacity Manual. An alternative methodology may be used only if it is preapproved by the Director of 
Public Works or the Director of Public Works’ designee. 

B.    Mobility units - the metric by which the City’s adopted transportation concurrency standard is evaluated. A 
mobility unit is defined as a “person trip” generated by land use development and supported by multimodal 
transportation infrastructure. 

C.    Person trip - a measure of travel that is generated by a land use. A person trip is defined as a person 
entering or leaving a land use development by any mode of travel. 

15.20.030 Level of serviceTransportation concurrency standards 

A.  The following level of service transportation concurrency standards, established in the Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, are hereby adopted for the purposes of this Chapter. If a conflict arises between a level 
of service standard identified in this Chapter and a standard identified in the Comprehensive Plan, the level of 
service established in the Comprehensive Plan shall control. 

1.    Jefferson and 14th; 

2.    Plum Street and Union; 

3.    Water and 5th; 

4.    Capitol and 14th; 

5.    Sleater-Kinney and Martin Way; 

6.    Lilly and Martin Way; and 

7.    Black Lake Boulevard and Cooper Point Road. 

B.    Level of service "E" for the Downtown City Center and along High Density Residential Corridors as 
identified in the Comprehensive Plan; and 

C.    Level of service "D" in the remainder of the City and its Urban Growth Area. 

A.  Mobility units of supply, as measured by the proportion of the transportation concurrency project list 
identified in the Capital Facilities Plan, must exceed the number of mobility units of demand generated by 
approved developments in Olympia. 

B. Mobility units of supply are considered available to support new development when the transportation 
improvement is fully funded, as identified in the Capital Facilities Plan. 
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C. Transportation improvements on the transportation concurrency project list may be phased and so long as 
those phases provide person trip capacity, the individual phases can count toward supply when they are 
funded. 

15.20.040 Concurrency districts 

There are hereby established four concurrency districts within the City and its Urban Growth Area. The districts 
will be used to monitor and to allocate available transportation capacity. The districts are depicted in Map One, 
Attachment A, which is adopted as part of this Title. 

15.20.050 Concurrency test 

A.    Unless exempt under Section 15.20.060(A), the test for concurrency will be conducted as part of the 
building permit application. 

B.    The City may conduct an alternative concurrency test for the applications identified in 
Section 15.20.060(B) by paying the fee set forth in Section 15.20.080. 

BC.    The test for concurrency will be conducted in the order in which the completed building permit 
application is received. 

DC.    The concurrency test will be performed only for the specific property uses(s), residential density(ies) and 
intensity(ies) of the use(s) described on the building permit application. The applicant shall describe the 
proposed development in a manner adequate for the City to determine the peak-hour traffic which is person 
trips which are likely to be generated by the proposed development. The applicant shall also provide the City a 
legal description of the property. Revisions to the proposed development that may create additional impacts on 
transportation facilities will be required to undergo an additional concurrency test. 

ED.    In conducting the concurrency test, the City will use the trip generation tables set forth in the 
Transportation Impact Fee Rate Study (the "Rate Study"), adopted by reference in OMC Title 15. If the trip 
generation rates for a proposed development are not identified in the Rate Study, then the City shall use the 
trip generation rates set forth in the latest edition of the Institute of Transportation Engineers, Information 
Report - Trip GenerationTrip Generation Manual scaled to equate to person trips as defined in the Rate Study. 
The presumption is that the rates used by the City are accurate unless proven otherwise. 

FE.    If the applicant pays the fees identified in Section 15.20.080, the applicant may submit a calculation of 
alternative person trip generation rates for the proposed development. The City shall review the alternate 
calculations and indicate in writing whether such calculations are acceptable in lieu of the standard trip 
generation rates. Reduction in person trip rates are only valid as they relate to “internal trips” or those person 
trips that do not leave the boundary of the project (as described on the building permit application) and are 
therefore not accommodated by City transportation infrastructure. The mode of the trips that leave the 
boundary of the project are not relevant when conducting the concurrency test.  

G.    The City may adjust the trip generation forecast of the proposed development in order to account for any 
transportation strategies proposed by the applicant that are acceptable to the City. 

HF.    The City shall not make a finding of concurrency as part of the issuance of a building permit if the 
proposed development will result in the transportation facilities declining below the adopted level of service 
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standards generation of more mobility units of demand than are available as supply. If the level of service of 
the transportation facilities meets or exceeds the adopted level of service standards there are adequate 
mobility units of supply available at the time of the concurrency test or will be available within six (6) years, as 
identified in the Capital Facilities Plan, the concurrency test is passed and the City shall make a finding of 
concurrency. 

15.20.060 Exemptions from the concurrency test 

A.    Exemption from the concurrency test is not an exemption from the remaining requirements of OMC 
Title 15. The following applications for a building permit shall be exempt from the concurrency test: 

1.    Any proposed development that creates no additional impacts on any transportation facility person 
trips; 

2.    Any project that is a component of another proposed development and that was included in a prior 
application for a finding of concurrency; 

3.    Any renewal of a previously issued but unexpired permit; and 

4.    Any application for a residential building permit if the dwelling unit is a part of a subdivision or short 
plat that submitted an application after 1990 and that has undergone the analysis mandated by the 
State Subdivision Act, RCW 58.17.060 or .110 RCW 58.17.110. and 

5.    Any application that is exempt from OMC Title 14. 

B.    Unless otherwise exempted by the Director or Environmental Review Officer, a building permit application 
must be accompanied by a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) provided by the applicant in accordance with the TIA 
Guidelines in Chapter 4 of the current Engineering Design and Development Standards, or as hereafter 
amended by resolution of the City Council. Applications that do not meet the minimum requirements to 
conduct a TIA under Section B ‘When Required’ of the TIA Guidelines are exempt. 

15.20.070 Findings of concurrency 

A.    The City shall make a finding of concurrency for each building permit application that passes the 
concurrency test. 

B.    The finding of concurrency shall be valid for the same time period as the underlying building permit, 
including any permit extensions. 

C.    A finding of concurrency shall expire if the underlying building permit expires or is revoked by the City. 

D.    A finding of concurrency accompanying a building permit for a particular parcel of property may be used 
by the heirs, executors, successors, or assigns of the applicant. 

E.    All building permits that require one or more transportation facilities to be provided by the applicant shall 
be and are hereby conditioned upon an appropriate financial commitment by the applicant which is binding 
upon subsequent owners, heirs, executors, successors, or assigns, and upon the completion of such 
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transportation facilities in a timely manner, prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy or prior to 
occupancy, unless stated otherwise in writing by the City. 

15.20.080 Fees 

If the applicant requests an alternative calculation for the concurrency test, or if the City determines that an 
alternative calculation is required due to the size, scale, or other unusual characteristics of the proposed 
development, a fee for the alternative calculation shall be paid by the applicant prior to the initiation of review. 
The fee for conducting the review of the alternative calculation shall be Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) the 
same costs as an independent fee calculation set forth in Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 15.04.50.E, 
unless otherwise established by the Director of Public Works. 

15.20.090 Concurrency system 

A.    The City will provide, or arrange for others to provide, adequate transportation facilities by constructing 
needed transportation facilities and implementing transportation strategies within the six year horizon that: 

1.    Eliminate the level of service deficiencies for existing uses; 

2.    Achieve the level of service standards for anticipated future development and redevelopment 
resulting from previously issued building permits; and 

3.    Maintain existing facilities and repair or replace obsolete or worn out facilities. 

The improvements to transportation facilities will be consistent with the Olympia Comprehensive Plan. 

B.    The City will appropriate sufficient funds during the appropriate fiscal year to meet the financial 
commitment for all the transportation facilities required to meet the level of service standards, except that the 
City may omit from its budget any capital improvements for which a binding agreement has been executed 
with another party. 

15.20.100 Monitoring the transportation system 

The City will, on an annual basis, review the supply and demand of mobility units and update its capital 
facilities plan and transportation element and shall to identify those facilities necessary to achieve 
transportation concurrency. At a minimum, this review will include updates, as needed, to the City’s traffic 
model, a comparison of actual and forecast traffic volumes, and an examination of conformance with the 
adopted level of service standards. In addition to annual reviews, emergency review of the concurrency 
management system will be conducted whenever traffic analysis reveals that 50 percent of the projected six-
year capacity of any transportation facility or concurrency district has been assigned in any one year. The City 
will, on a periodic basis, review and update the transportation concurrency project list that defines the overall 
supply of mobility units. At the City’s sole discretion, projects that supply mobility units may be added or 
removed based on updated land use growth forecasts, shifting travel modes, available funds to build and 
maintain transportation infrastructure, and other reasons deemed appropriate by the City. 
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15.20.110 Intergovernmental coordination 

The City may enter into agreements with other local governments, Intercity Transit, and the State of 
Washington to coordinate the imposition of the level of service standards, the collection of impact fees, and the 
implementation of transportation strategies. 

A.    The City may apply level of service standards, fees, and other mitigation measures to developments in the 
City that impact other local governments and the State of Washington. Development permits issued by the City 
may include conditions and mitigation measures that will be imposed on behalf of and implemented by other 
local governments and the State of Washington. 

B.    The City may receive impact fees or other mitigation payments based on or as a result of development 
proposed in other jurisdictions that impact the City. The City may agree to accept such payments or may 
coordinate with other jurisdictions to implement the appropriate mitigation measures. 

15.20.120 Appeals 

A.    Any applicant may timely file an appeal of the approval or the denial of a finding of concurrency to the 
Olympia Hearing Examiner pursuant to OMC 18.75. The applicable appeal fee must be paid pursuant to 
OMC 4.40.010. 

B.    The appeal on the finding of nonconcurrency will not be conducted if the applicant refuses to pay the 
transportation impact fees required by OMC Title 15. 

Section 3.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make 
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 

Section 4.  Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected. 

Section 5.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed.
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Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2021, after its passage by the 
Olympia City Council and publication, as provided by law. 

 
 

__________________________________________ 
MAYOR      

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
                
PASSED: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED:                                    



City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021
Utility Rates and General Facilities Charges

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.E

File Number:20-0995

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Utility Rates and General Facilities Charges

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
The proposed rates and charges reflect recommendations from the City Council, Finance Committee
and the Utility Advisory Committee. City Council held a public hearing on November 17, 2020. The
review considered recommendations forwarded to Council by the Utility Advisory Committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the ordinance adopting the 2021 utility rates and general facilities charges on
second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve an ordinance adopting the 2021 utility rates and general facility charges (GFC).
Also included in the ordinance are increases to LOTT Clean Water Alliance rates and capacity
development charges are also included in the ordinance.

Staff Contacts:
Gary Franks, Waste ReSources Director, Public Works Department, 360.753.8780
Eric Christensen, Water Resources Director, Public Works Department, 360.570.3741

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar Item

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

City of Olympia provides vital utility services to our community.  For 2021, staff is proposing rate
increases (rounded) as follows:

· Drinking Water 0.0%

· Storm and Surface Water 7.5%
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· Wastewater 0.0%

· Waste ReSources 0.0%

· LOTT 3.0%

· Combined 1.73% or $4.64 bi-monthly/single family account

Key financial drivers for the proposed 2021 rate increase include:
· Loss of Storm and Surface Water revenues from roadway fees.

· Increased Storm and Surface Water funding allocation for the street sweeping program.

· Increase Storm and Surface Water capital improvement program funding.

· Use of cash reserves to buy down Wastewater rates.

Utility-related GFCs are not proposed to change from the 2020 amounts.

LOTT Clean Water Alliance Rate
Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater, Thurston County (LOTT) Clean Water Alliance Board of Directors
approved increases for both monthly wastewater treatment rates and their capacity development
charge (CDC). The CDC is similar to the City's GFC. The City collects monthly rates and CDCs for
LOTT through the utility billing and development permitting processes.

· The LOTT Clean Water Alliance capacity development charge (CDC) is proposed to increase
3% ($185) to $6,417.61.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
City utilities provide important public health services for Olympia residents. Utility rates are set to
ensure reliable, uninterrupted levels of service.

Options:
1. Approve the ordinance adopting the 2021 utility rates and general facility charges.

Which Supports essential City public and environmental health services and increases rates for
customers and charges for new development.

2. Modify or decline the proposed 2021 increases. This would avoid or lessen additional
customer costs and risks failures in fulfilling City public and environmental health responsibilities.

Financial Impact:
The proposed rate and GFC increases will generate revenue to implement Council-adopted utility
master plans and ensure financially responsible management of City utilities.

Attachment:
Ordinance
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Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 
UTILITY FEES AND CHARGES AND AMENDING SECTION 4.24.010 OF THE 
OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s utilities are managed with a goal of resource sustainability in order to maintain, 
rebuild, expand systems, and prepare for revenue variability; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council intends to meet the goals and polices for utility fiscal management set forth 
in the Comprehensive Plan and utility master plans; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council intends to promote rate equity through cost recovery by customer class, and 
to smooth out rate spikes over a period of up to six years, the time period for which the CFP is 
developed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s Storm and Surface Water Utility and the Wastewater Utility are managed to 
maintain minimum operating expense reserves of ten (10) percent, and the Drinking Water Utility is 
managed to maintain minimum operating expense reserves of twenty five (25) percent; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to incorporate the foregoing principles into City Drinking Water Utility, City Storm 
and Surface Water Utility, City Wastewater Utility and LOTT Clean Water Alliance (LOTT) wastewater 
treatment rates, the City Council received recommendations from the Utility Advisory Committee, held 
hearings, and reviewed the utility rates set forth in this Ordinance; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Act Agreement for Sewer Treatment, the LOTT Board 
of Directors is empowered to “impose, alter, regulate, and control rates, charges, and assessments;” and 
the LOTT Board of Directors held a public hearing and approved certain rate increases, which the City 
Council must annually adopt;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section1.  Amendment of OMC 4.24.010.  Section 4.24.010 of the Olympia 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
4.24.010 Computation and assessment of charges 
The rates set forth below do not reflect any possible surcharges or discounts provided to a parcel of 
property or customer under any provision of City ordinances or taxes assessed directly upon customers 
for which the City acts as collection agent. 

A.    WATER   

1. Occupant turning on water after delinquent 
shutoff penalty 

$40.00 OMC 13.04.360 

2. Delinquency notification penalty $10.00 OMC 13.04.430 
3. Service disconnected/water reconnect for 

nonpayment penalty 
$25.00 OMC 13.04.430 
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4. Fire hydrant meter $ 1,500 deposit plus $50.00 
per month plus consumption 

charge 

OMC 13.04.410 

5. Water for residential building construction 
purposes 

Ready to serve plus 
consumption charge in 

Subsection 8a 

OMC 13.04.410 

6. Non-emergency after-hours water service 
turn on/shut off 

$110.00 OMC 13.04.340 

7. Water General Facility Charges, assessed 
and payable as provided in OMC 13.04.375: 

 OMC 13.04.375 

 
Meter Size AWWA Capacity Factor GFC 
3/4 -inch 1.00 $4,433 
1 -inch Residential Fire Sprinkler 1.00 $4,433 
1 -inch 1.67 $7,483 
1 1/2 -inch 3.33 $14,920 
2 -inch 5.33 $23,881 
3 -inch 10.67 $46,670 
4 -inch 16.33 $73,168 
6 -inch 33.33 $149,338 
8 -inch 53.33 $238,951 
10 -inch 76.67 $347,419 
12 -inch 100.00 $448,064 

 
This charge is assessed in addition to any other charges or assessments levied under this chapter. 

8.    Water Meter Rates—Inside City Limits: 

a.    Schedule I: Monthly Charges. 

The following is the monthly charge based upon meter size for all customers. Customers with 
meter sizes not listed in the schedule will be charged at the rate applicable to the next larger 
meter size listed. 

Meter Size   Ready to Serve Charge OMC 13.04.380  
3/4-inch  $13.80 + consumption charge   
1-inch Residential Fire Sprinkler  $13.80 + consumption charge   
1-inch  $18.37 + consumption charge   
1 1/2-inch  $29.79 + consumption charge   
2-inch  $43.46 + consumption charge   
3-inch  $80.00 + consumption charge   
4-inch  $121.09 + consumption charge   
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Meter Size   Ready to Serve Charge OMC 13.04.380  
6-inch  $235.22 + consumption charge   
8-inch  $372.19 + consumption charge   
10-inch  $531.96 + consumption charge   
12-inch  $691.76 + consumption charge   

 
(1) Residential and nonresidential premises that are vacant are subject to payment of the full Water 
ready-to-serve charge. This fee will be charged even if the water is turned off. 

Consumption charge per 100 cubic feet: 
  Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 
Residential (Single 
Family and Duplex 
Residential) 

 $2.00  $3.35  $5.35 $7.04 

Nonresidential 
(Multi-family and 
Commercial) 

$2.80  $4.19 -- -- 

Irrigation  $2.80  $8.26 -- -- 
Blocks 
Definition: Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 

Single Family and 
Duplex (1) 
Residential 

0-400 cf/unit 401-900 cf/unit 901-1,400 cf/unit 1,401+ cf unit 

Nonresidential (2) Nov-June Usage July-Oct Usage --  
Irrigation Nov-June Usage July-Oct Usage   

 
(1) Single family accounts with or without accessory dwelling units are charged as one single family 
account. 
(2) If nonresidential block usage cannot administratively be prorated between blocks, usage is billed at 
the block rate in which the meter reading period ends. 

b.    Wholesale customers: 

See OMC 13.04.380B. 

c.    State buildings with sprinkler systems or fire service connections: 

See OMC 13.04.380C. 

d.    Fire protection: 

Automatic sprinkler systems or special fire service connections with the City water system will be 
charged the monthly ready-to-serve charge based on meter size in 4.24.010(A)(8a). Residential 
fire service connections that require a 1" pipe size will be charged the same as a 3/4" pipe size 
as shown in Subsection 8a. 

B.    WASTEWATER (SEWER) 

1)    LOTT Charges 
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LOTT wastewater monthly service charge  $41.00 $42.23 
per ERU 

OMC 13.08.190 

 
Nonresidential accounts are billed one (1) ERU minimum per month. ERU charges in excess of one 
(1) ERU are billed at the rate of $4.56$4.69 per 100 cf or any part thereof for LOTT wastewater 
service charges. 

LOTT capacity development charge  $6,230.69 
$6,417.61 per ERU 

OMC 13.08.210 

 
2)    City of Olympia Monthly Sewer Charges 

a.    Residential accounts with separately metered City of Olympia water service servicing: one 
separate single-family residence, one single-family residence with accessory dwelling unit, one 
unit of a residential duplex, one mobile home, or one trailer is billed based on monthly water 
consumption as follows: 

0 – 250 cf  $13.32 per month  
251 – 350 cf  $13.32 per month plus $0.082 per cf OMC 13.08.190 
351 cf and above  $21.52 per month  

 
b.    Residential accounts with residential duplexes with a single water meter servicing both 
units are billed based on water consumption as follows: 

0 – 500 cf  $26.64 per month  
501 – 700 cf  $26.64 per month plus $0.082 per cf OMC 13.08.190 
701 cf and above  $43.04 per month  

 
c. Residential accounts not included in A) or B) above  $21.52 per ERU OMC 13.08.190 
d. Nonresidential accounts are billed one (1) ERU 
minimum per month. ERU charges in excess of one 
(1) ERU are billed at the rate of $.0307 per 1 cf. for 
local collection system. 

 $21.52 per ERU OMC 13.08.190 

 
3)    City of Olympia General Facility Charge 

Wastewater (Sewer) general facility charge $3,442.00 per ERU OMC 13.08.205 
Wastewater (Sewer) general facility charge for properties on 
public combined sewers and in the Downtown Deferred 
General Facility Charge Payment Option Area 

$1,483.00 per ERU OMC 13.08.010 
OMC 13.08.205 

 
C.    WASTE RESOURCES 

1.    Residential garbage rates, monthly, every-other-week collection: 

  OMC 13.12.160 
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One twenty-gallon cart (minimum residential garbage 
service) 

 $11.35 

One thirty-five gallon cart   
Recycle rate  $19.60 
Nonrecycle rate  $24.58 

One sixty-five gallon cart   
Recycle rate  $26.76 
Nonrecycle rate  $33.54 

Two sixty-five gallon carts   
Recycle rate  $51.21 
Nonrecycle rate  $64.13 

Three sixty-five gallon carts  $96.25 
One ninety-five gallon cart   

Recycle rate  $46.37 
Nonrecycle rate  $58.10 

More than three sixty-five gallon carts  $96.25 + $33.54 for each sixty-five 
gallon cart over three carts 

 
2.    Residential garbage rates, monthly, weekly collection: 

One thirty-five gallon cart   
Recycle rate  $43.20 
Nonrecycle rate  $54.06 

One sixty-five gallon cart   
Recycle rate  $86.40 
Nonrecycle rate  $108.09 

One ninety-five gallon cart  $140.45 
 

3.    Extended pickup: 

Rate Distance 

$1/month Over 5 feet to 25 feet 

$2/month Over 25 feet to 100 feet 

$1/month Every 50 feet over 100 
feet 

 
a.    Persons requesting extended distance service must be at least sixty-five years of age or 
handicapped where said person cannot wheel a full or partially full garbage cart to the collection 
point. 
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b.    No person living with the qualified applicant can wheel a full or partially full garbage cart 
to the collection point. 

c.    Extended pickup service to be at no charge when the combined annual income of the 
household of the qualified applicant is equal to or less than fifty percent of the median 
household income in Thurston County. 

d.    Persons requesting service must apply with the utilities office by filling out an affidavit for 
extended service. Upon approval of affidavit, service will be granted. 

e.    Qualified applicant will reapply on a yearly basis on or before December 31st of each year. 

f.    In the case of a multifamily residence or complex, only the qualified tenant’s cart will be 
clearly marked with the tenant’s name and unit number. 

4.    Residential and commercial organics rate, monthly, every other week collection:  

Organics:   
Per City-owned 95-gallon cart or each 1/2 yard of material collected  $10.59 

 
5.    Commercial garbage rates, monthly, weekly collection:  

One ten gallon can (minimum commercial garbage service)  $7.34 
One thirty-two gallon can or cart  $21.66 
Two thirty-two gallon cans or equivalent cart service  $33.03 
Three thirty-two gallon cans or equivalent cart service  $62.12 
Four thirty-two gallon cans or equivalent cart service  $81.85 
More than four thirty-two gallon cans or equivalent cart service  $81.85 +  $21.66 for each 

additional thirty-two gallons of 
service 

 
6.    95-gallon garbage and refuse cart service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $62.12 
Two pickups weekly  $119.06 
Three pickups weekly  $173.62 
Four pickups weekly  $229.19 
Five pickups weekly  $284.06 

 
7.    One-yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $122.14 
Two pickups weekly  $240.16 
Three pickups weekly  $354.14 
Four pickups weekly  $467.90 
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Five pickups weekly  $581.50 
Six pickups weekly  $695.22 

 
8.    One and one-half yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $161.47 
Two pickups weekly  $307.76 
Three pickups weekly  $452.85 
Four pickups weekly  $597.62 
Five pickups weekly  $742.34 
Six pickups weekly  $887.55 

 
9.    Two-yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $200.62 
Two pickups weekly  $382.79 
Three pickups weekly  $565.05 
Four pickups weekly  $747.28 
Five pickups weekly  $929.57 
Six pickups weekly  $1,108.87 

 
10.    Three-yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $283.82 
Two pickups weekly  $555.48 
Three pickups weekly  $824.79 
Four pickups weekly  $1,102.11 
Five pickups weekly  $1,363.82 
Six pickups weekly  $1,621.19 

 
11.    Four-yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  

One pickup weekly  $356.88 
Two pickups weekly  $706.17 
Three pickups weekly  $1,048.51 
Four pickups weekly  $1,383.64 
Five pickups weekly  $1,711.66 
Six pickups weekly  $2,034.13 

 
12.    Six-yard garbage and refuse dumpster service, monthly:  
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One pickup weekly  $518.20 
Two pickups weekly  $1,011.96 
Three pickups weekly  $1,502.33 
Four pickups weekly  $1,992.35 
Five pickups weekly  $2,482.53 
Six pickups weekly  $2,854.93 

 
13.    Prepaid extra tag for unscheduled collection of a bag on regular garbage 
collection day; $5.57/each. 

14.    Extra unscheduled can, bag or box on regular garbage collection day to which a 
City approved prepaid tag is not attached: $9.10/each. 

15.    Fees for special pickups, minor ancillary services, and yard waste drop-off site 
disposal services, other than unscheduled extra cans or material on regular collection 
day, are established by the City Manager, based on cost of service; to include labor, 
equipment, distance traveled, and volume of materials as appropriate. 

16.    City-owned drop boxes: customers will be charged repair fees on boxes which 
have been burned or damaged:  

Ten cubic yards:    
Delivery fee  $76.64   
Daily rental  $2.64   
Hauling fee  $233.42   
Dumping charge  Current disposal fee, surcharge and  

15.1% service fee on disposal fee  
Twenty cubic yards:    

Delivery fee  $76.64   
Daily rental  $3.39   
Hauling fee  $233.42   
Dumping charge  Current disposal fee, surcharge and  

15.1% service fee on disposal fee  
Thirty cubic yards:    

Delivery fee  $76.64   
Daily rental  $4.71   
Hauling fee  $233.42   
Dumping charge  Current disposal fee, surcharge and  

15.1% service fee on disposal fee  
Forty cubic yards:    

Delivery fee  $76.64   
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Daily rental  $4.71   
Hauling fee  $233.42   
Dumping charge  Current disposal fee, surcharge and  

15.1% service fee on disposal fee  
Standby or dig out $90.00 per hour 

 
17.    Customer-owned compactors and special containers. Dumping charges are based 
on weight at transfer station:  

Cubic Yard Charge Per Haul 
10 or less  $233.42 * 
15  $233.42 * 
20  $233.42 * 
25  $233.42 * 
30  $233.42 * 
35  $233.42 * 
40  $233.42 * 
42  $233.42 * 
* plus disposal fee plus  15.1% service charge on disposal fee  
Standby or dig out $90.00 per hour 

 
No delivery fees or rental fees will be charged for City-owned drop boxes used to haul source-
separated yard waste for composting or construction and demolition debris for recycling. If material 
is contaminated, the customer will be charged current disposal fees and 15.1% service charge on the 
disposal fee, plus delivery fee and daily rental fees. 

18.    City-owned temporary garbage and refuse dumpster services (customers will be 
charged repair fees for containers which have been burned or damaged):  

One cubic yard:  
Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
Fee per dump  $46.22 

One and 1/2 cubic yard:  
Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
Fee per dump  $48.96 

Two yard:  
Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
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Fee per dump  $52.46 
Three yard:  

Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
Fee per dump  $68.99 

Four yard:  
Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
Fee per dump  $95.59 

Six yard:  
Delivery fee  $56.17 
Daily rental fee  $2.21 
Fee per dump  $130.59 

 
19.    City-owned temporary organics dumpster services (customers will be charged 
repair fees for dumpsters which have been burned or damaged):  

One cubic yard:  
Fee per dump  $21.18 

One and 1/2 cubic yard:  
Fee per dump  $31.77 

Two yard:  
Fee per dump  $42.37 

Three yard:  
Fee per dump  $63.55 

 
If material is contaminated, customer will be charged the dump fee, delivery fee and daily rental fee 
for City-owned temporary garbage and refuse dumpster services as established in Section 16 of this 
ordinance. 

20.    An additional surcharge of $70.00 per month applies to permanent commercial 
dumpster customers who require Saturday collection and are subject to regular monthly 
fees set forth in OMC 4.24.010C Subsections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18 or 19. 

D.    STORM AND SURFACE WATER  

At the time of issuance of a building/engineering 
permit, per OMC 13.16.080, a stormwater GFC is 
assessed at the rate of: $1,439.90/Impervious 
Unit (2,528 sq. ft.) and a water 

quality GFC is assessed at a rate of $6.60 per 
average daily vehicle trip based on the Institute of 
Traffic Engineers’ Trip Generation Manual. 

 
1.    Storm drainage service charges: 
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a.    Single-Family and Duplex Residential Parcels. All parcels in the City are subject to a 
monthly charge for storm drainage service in accordance with the following schedule:  

Single-family parcels with or without accessory dwelling units 
(Regardless of date approved) 

 $14.55$15.64/utility account  

Plats approved after 1990 with signed maintenance agreement  $13.01$13.00/utility account  
Duplex parcels (Regardless of date approved)  $14.55$15.64/unit ($29.10 

$31.28 when billed as a single 
account) 

 
b.    Commercial, Multi-Family, Industrial and Governmental Parcels. A charge per utility 
account will be established at the time of issuance of a clearing, filling, excavating or grading 
permit and assessed monthly as follows:  

Administrative fee  $14.24$15.31 plus:  
For parcels developed after January 1990 (Category I)  $5.35$5.75 per billing unit or  
For parcels developed between January 1980 and January 1990 
(Category II) 

 $11.18$12.02 per billing unit or  

For parcels developed before January 1980 (Category III)  $14.11$15.17 per billing unit  
 

c.    For developed parcels without structural impervious areas, the following construction 
phase charge is assessed at the time of issuance of a clearing, filling, excavating or grading 
permit: 

Single-family and duplex zoned  $6.11$6.57 per parcel x total 
number of parcels identified in 
preliminary plat x 24 months 

 
d.    Undeveloped parcels. No charge. 

 
E.    RECLAIMED WATER  

1. Occupant turning on water after delinquent 
shutoff penalty 

 $40.00 OMC 13.24.330 

2. Delinquency notification penalty $10.00 OMC 13.24.340 
3. Service disconnected/reclaimed water 

reconnect for nonpayment penalty 
$25.00 OMC 13.24.340 

4. Reclaimed water for commercial 
construction purposes 

$50.00 per month plus 
consumption charge 

OMC 13.24.200 

5. Non-emergency after-hours reclaimed water 
service turn on/shut off 

$110.00 OMC 13.24.250 

 
6.  Reclaimed Water Rates 

a.    Meter Rates – The monthly charge based upon meter size for all reclaimed water 
customers follows 4.24.010.A.8. Customers with meter sizes not listed in the schedule will be 
charged at the rate applicable to the next larger meter size listed. 
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b.    Consumption charges 

(1)    Indoor use of reclaimed water: 70% of the consumption charges in 4.24.010.A.8. 

(2)    Outdoor use of reclaimed water: 70% of the consumption charges in 4.24.010.A.8 for 
Irrigation.  

Section 2.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make 
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 
 
Section 3.  Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are declared separate and severable.  If 
any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 
remainder of this Ordinance or application of the provision to other persons or circumstances shall be 
unaffected. 
 
Section 4.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2021. 

 

 

              
MAYOR      

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       
CITY ATTORNEY 
                         
PASSED: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED:       
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and the Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026
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File Number:20-1020
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360-753-8244
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Title
Approval of an Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets, and the
Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026 Financial Plan; Setting Forth the Estimated Revenues and
Appropriations

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
The Finance Committee considered public testimony received at Public Hearings held on October 13,
November 10, and November 17 as well as the Council Budget balancing discussion on December 1.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the ordinance adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets,
and the Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026 Financial Plan on second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve the ordinance adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets,
and the Capital Facilities Plan; 2021-2026 Financial Plan on first reading and forward to second
reading.

Staff Contact:
Nanci Lien, Finance Director, 360.753.8465

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar item

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

State law requires the City Manager to present a balanced Preliminary Operating Budget and Capital
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Budget to Council each year. By State law the budget must be adopted no later than December 31.

The City Council’s Finance Committee met throughout the year to review, discuss, and provide

direction to the City Manager on the 2021 Preliminary Operating Budget, Capital Budget, and the

Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) and 2021-2026 Financial Plan.

The 2021 Preliminary Operating, Special Funds, and Capital Budgets include resources to provide

services such as police and fire protection; developing and maintaining parks, open space and

recreational centers; and building and maintaining City streets and utility infrastructure.

Operating Budget

The Operating Budget was presented to Council on October 20. A Public Hearing on Ad Valorem was

held on November 10, and another Public Hearing on the Operating Budget on November 17.

Finance Committee met on November 18 to prepare a final recommendation which was presented to

the full Council on December 1.  Since the Preliminary Operating Budget was presented on October

20, adjustments in revenue and expenditures were made. Major changes to the Operating Budget

were discussed with Council on December 1 and include changes to Olympia Police Department

training budgets, Outreach Services Programs, and services to assist with re-imaging public safety

and tenant protection services.  These changes are included in the Ordinance.

Capital Budget and Capital Facilities Plan: 2021-2026 Financial Plan

The Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) is a Chapter in the City’s 20-year Comprehensive Plan adopted by
Council in 2014. The CFP portion of the Plan is updated annually. The first year of the six-year
financial plan serves as the City’s annual Capital Budget.

The Planning Commission received a briefing on the CFP on August 17. On September 21, the

Planning Commission held a Public Hearing. The City’s Preliminary CFP and 2021-2026 Financial

Plan also went to the Bicycle Pedestrian and Advisory Committee (BPAC); Parks and Recreation

Committee (PRAC); and the Utility Advisory Committee (UAC) for review and comment. The Planning

Commission, BPAC, PRAC, and UAC submitted comments for Council’s consideration.

City Council received a briefing on utility rates, general facility charges and impact fees, including the

Olympia School District’s impacts fees, on November 10.  On October 13 and November 17, City

Council held Public Hearings to hear testimony on both the 2021 Preliminary Capital Budget and the

CFP: 2021-2026 Financial Plan and received an update on the City’s outstanding debt, including

internal fund loans.

Since the Preliminary Capital budget and CFP: 2021-2026 Financial Plan was presented on August
11, the following major changes to the Capital Budget were discussed with Council on December 1
and made to the final document:

1. Removal of the Fire Station construction related to annexation.
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2. Inclusion of Transportation Benefit District revenue - $1.5 million

Special Funds

The Budget also includes Special Funds such as Home Fund, Lodging Tax, Parking & Business

Improvement Area, Farmers Market Repair & Replacement, and Hands on Children’s Museum. Since

the Preliminary budget was presented on October 20, changes in revenue and expenditures were

adjusted and are included in the Ordinance.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):

City Council held public hearings on October 13 and November 17 to hear testimony on the CFP:

2021-2026 Financial Plan. Council also held a Public Hearing on November 17 to hear testimony on

the Preliminary Operating Budget.

The Planning Commission received a briefing on the Preliminary 2021-2026 CFP on August 17. On

September 21, the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing to hear public testimony. The

Preliminary CFP and 2021-2026 Financial Plan also went to the BPAC; PRAC; and the UAC for

review and comment. The Planning Commission, BPAC, PRAC, and UAC prepared comments for

Council’s consideration.

Options:

1. Approve the Ordinance Adopting the 2021 Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets and

the Capital Facilities Plan: 2021-2026 Financial Plan on second reading.

2. Direct staff to make changes to the Ordinances and/or the Capital Facilities Plan: 2021-2026

Financial Plan on second reading.

Financial Impact:

· General Fund - $87,935,784

· Operating Funds - $167,680,492 (includes General Fund)

· Special Funds - $8,999,388

· Capital Funds - $29,128,979

Attachments:

Ordinance
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Ordinance No. ____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE CITY OF 
OLYMPIA’S 2021 OPERATING, SPECIAL, AND CAPITAL BUDGETS AND 2021-2026 
CAPITAL FACILITIES PLAN; SETTING FORTH THE ESTIMATED REVENUES AND 
APPROPRIATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, the tax estimates and budget for the City of Olympia, Washington for the 2021 
calendar year have been prepared and filed as provided by the laws of the State of 
Washington; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Manager submitted to the City Council a recommended “Capital 
Facilities Plan,” herein referred to as “CFP,” for the fiscal years 2021 through 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the preliminary budget was printed for distribution and notice published in the 
official newspaper of the City of Olympia, setting the time place for hearing on the budget and 
stating that all taxpayers requesting a copy from the City Clerk would be furnished a copy of the 
preliminary budget to review; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CFP projects the proposed locations and capacities of expanded or new capital 
facilities needed to serve growth projected in the City’s comprehensive plan, along with a six-
year plan that will finance such capital facilities and the anticipated capital expenditures 
required to construct them for said period; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council held a public hearing on the preliminary budget on 
November 17, 2020, as required by law, and has considered the public testimony presented; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia School District’s Capital Facilities Plan is being incorporated as a 
component of the City’s CFP to allow for the collection of school impact fees; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CFP element of the Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies is included in the 
CFP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has held public hearings and reviewed the recommended CFP along 
with the CFP Goals and Policies and has made revisions thereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, the revisions made by the City Council have been incorporated into the 
recommended CFP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CFP meets the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management Act, 
including RCW 36.70A.070(3); 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Section 1. The 2021 Estimated Revenues and Appropriations for each Fund are as follows: 
 
Operating Budget 

USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$1,367,906 $86,567,878 $87,935,784 0

-               1,518,965            1,349,869       169,096
113,018      $4,150,296 4,263,314       0
300,790      $1,474,840 1,775,630       0

-               $1,020,000 1,020,000       0
-               $5,000 5,000                0

0 $378,365 378,365           0
89,160         $60,660 149,820           0

788,761      $1,346,037 2,134,798       0
$2,659,635 $96,522,041 $99,012,580 $169,096

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 174,250 174,250 0
0 1,047,800 1,047,800 0
0 2,355,353 2,355,353 0
0 394,562 394,562 0
0 0 0 0
0 436,321 436,321 0
0 674,325 674,325 0
0 1,008,375 1,008,375 0
0 15,806,072 15,500,179 305,893

496,697 22,013,367 22,510,064 0
0 13,455,454 13,408,024 47,430

276,035 6,216,211 6,492,246 0
0 1,915,487 1,915,487 0
0 123,650 123,648 2
0 0 0 0
0 2,662,149 2,627,278 34,871

$772,732 $68,283,376 $68,667,912 $388,196

$3,432,367 $164,805,417 $167,680,492 $557,292

Development Fee Revenue

FUND
General, Regular Operations

General, Special Sub-Funds
Special Accounts

UTGO Bond Fund - 2009 Fire

Parking
Post Employment Benefits
Washington Center Endowment
Washington Center Operating
Municipal Arts
Equipment & Facilities Reserve

Total General Fund

LID Control
LID Guarantee
4th/5th Avenue Corridor Bridge Loan

Stormwater Debt Fund

City Hall Debt Fund - 2009
2010 LTGO Bond - Street Projects
L.O.C.A.L. Debt Fund - 2010
2010B LTGO Bonds - HOCM
2013 LTGO Bond Fund
2016 LTGO Parks BAN
Water Utility O&M
Sewer Utility O&M
Solid Waste Utility
Stormwater Utility
Water/Sewer Bonds

Water/Sewer Bond Reserve
Equipment Rental
Subtotal Other Operating Funds

Total Operating Budget
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Special Funds Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$352 $472,352 $472,704 0
0 695,575        373,365        322,210

0 99,450          99,450          0

0 0 0 0
101,236     543,634        644,870        0
972,247 1,460,923    2,433,170    0

0 200,000        147,219        52,781

0 2,361,739    431,000        1,930,739
0 112,500        85,000          27,500
0 2,675,261    2,659,712    15,549

205,023     1,447,875    1,652,898    0
$1,278,858 $10,069,309 $8,999,388 $2,348,779

Insurance Trust Fund
Workers Compensation Fund
Total Special Funds Budget

Home Fund Operating Fund
Fire Equipment Replacement Fund
Equipment Rental Replacement 
Reserve Fund
Unemployment Compensation Fund

Hands On Children's Museum

FUND
HUD Fund
Lodging Tax Fund
Parking Business Improvement Area 
Fund
Farmers Market Repair and 
Replacement Fund

 

Capital Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$2,304,425 $0 $2,304,425 $0
40,000           0 40,000             0

0 2,636,230       1,054,757       1,581,473     
0 1,818,510       866,000           952,510         
0 9,413,060       7,836,961       1,576,099     
0 1,283,297       1,283,297       0
0 7,692,086       7,447,681       244,405         
0 6,114,000       6,114,000       0
0 368,000           368,000           0

189,000        1,624,858       1,813,858       0
0 0 0 0

$2,533,425 $30,950,041 $29,128,979 $4,354,487

$7,244,649 $205,824,767 $205,808,858 $7,260,557

Capital Improvement Fund

FUND
Impact Fee
SEPA Mitigation Fee Fund
Parks & Recreational Sidewalk, Utility 
Tax Fund
Real Estate Excise Tax Fund

Total Capital Budget

Total City Budget

Olympia Home Fund Capital Fund
Water CIP Fund
Sewer CIP Fund
Waste ReSources CIP Fund
Storm Water CIP Fund
Storm Drainage Mitigation Fund

 

 
 
 



4 
 

 
Section 2. Administration. The City Manager shall administer the budgets and in doing so may 
authorize adjustments within the funds set forth in Section 1 above, to the extent that such 
adjustments are consistent with the budget approved in Section 1 above. 
 
Section 3. Salaries and Compensation. The salaries and compensation for the City of Olympia 
employees for the calendar year 2021 shall be as set forth in the “Supplementary Information” 
section of the 2021 Adopted Budget document, or as the same may be amended by the City 
Manager as part of their administration of the budget pursuant to Section 2 above. 
 
Section 4. Benefit Cost Sharing. The City Manager is authorized to modify and establish benefit 
cost sharing for City employees; and such programs may be based, in part, on the employee’s 
start date with the City. 
 
Section 5. Capital Facilities Plan. That certain document entitled the “Capital Facilities Plan,” 
covering the years 2021 through 2026, a copy of which will be on file with the Office of the 
Finance Director and available on the City’s web site, is hereby adopted as the Capital Facilities 
Plan for the City of Olympia and is incorporated herein as though fully set forth.  
 
Section 6. City Manager Authorization. Upon appropriation by the City Council of funds 
therefore, the City Manager shall be authorized to prepare plans and specifications to take 
bids, and to make expenditures for the projects set forth in the CFP during the year for which 
said projects are scheduled; provided, however, that any award of bids and execution of 
contracts for construction shall be approved as provided in OMC Chapter 3.16. 
 
Section 7. Change in Funding Source and Construction Schedule. It is anticipated that the 
funding source and the construction schedule for projects identified in the CFP may be changed 
over the next year. Such changes shall not constitute an amendment to the Comprehensive 
Plan for purposes of RCW 36.70A.130. 
 
Section 8. Office of Finance Director Authorization. The Finance Director is hereby authorized 
to bring forward into fiscal year 2021 all appropriations and allocations not otherwise closed, 
completed, or deleted from the prior fiscal years’ Capital and Special Fund budgets. 
 
Section 9. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared separate and severable. If 
any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, 
the remainder of this Ordinance or application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances shall be unaffected. 
 
Section 10. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of 
this Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
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Section 11. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2021. 
 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 
PASSED:  
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED: 
 



City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance
7258 (Operating, Special and Capital Budgets) -

Fourth Quarter 2020

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.G

File Number:20-1021

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance 7258 (Operating, Special and Capital Budgets) -
Fourth Quarter 2020

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the proposed Ordinance that amends Ordinance 7258 on second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve the proposed Ordinance amending Ordinance 7258 on f second reading.

Staff Contact:
Nanci Lien, Finance Director, Administrative Services Department, 360.753.8465

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar item

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

City Council may revise the City’s Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets by approving an
ordinance. Generally, budget amendments are presented quarterly to Council for review and
approval but may be made at any time during the year. The amended ordinances appropriate funds
and provide authorization to expend the funds.

No separate ordinances have been passed since the adoption of ordinance 7258.

The attached ordinance includes recommended amendments to the 2020 Operating Funds, Specials
th
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Funds, and Capital Funds for department requests for budget amendments for the 4th Quarter in
2020.  Department requests are summarized below:

Administrative Services
· $73,129 in appropriations for information technology hardware and software related to COVID-

19 response. Funding from economic recovery funds.
· $2,374,650 in appropriations for response to COVID-19.  Funding from CARES federal public

assistance program.
· $3,527,792 in appropriations for debt service related to refundings completed late 2019 for the

2010 LTGO Street Project bonds.  2020 debt service budget had already been finalized at that
time. Funding from debt proceeds.

· $3,372,211 in appropriations for debt service related to refundings completed late 2019 for the
Hands On Children Museum bonds.  2020 debt service budget had already been finalized at
that time. Funding from debt proceeds.

· $40,500 in appropriations for debt service related to 2020 refundings of water/sewer revenue
bonds and usage of previously restricted funds to pay down debt principle. Funding from debt
reserve fund balance.

· $723,000 in appropriations for appropriation transfers related to the exigent circumstance
declaration for voted and non-voted utility tax.  Funding from Voted Utility Tax Fund’s and
Capital Improvement Fund’s fund balance.

· Reduction in appropriations of $990,000 for Home Fund operating Fund interfund loan.  This is
an administrative correction as interfund loans should not appear as revenue in budget
ordinance.  Reduction in revenue funded by fund balance.

· $22,300 in appropriations.  This is an administrative correction from Q1 budget amendment
where only one side of transfer was included in the ordinance. Funding from impact fee fund
balance.

· Reduction of $508,082 in appropriations and revenue for impact fee fund.  This is an
administrative correction from original 2020 budget ordinance.

· $550,000 in appropriations.  This represents emergency Ordinance 7235 approved by Council
in March 2020 to transfer of economic develop capital funds for use in COVID response.  The
ordinance was not fully recorded in the earlier quarterly ordinance.

· Reduction in appropriation of $930,059.  This is an administrative correction from Q1 budget
amendment.  Funds for the TBD fund were added and should not have been.  TBD has a
separate budget process and therefore should not have been recorded in the City ordinance.

· Reduction in appropriations of $2,673,719.  This is an administrative correction from Q1
budget amendment.  Funds for the OMPD fund were added and should not have been.
OMPD has a separate budget process and should not have been recorded in the City
ordinance.

Community Planning & Development
· $1,105,850 in appropriations for contracts related to COVID-19 response; including Thurston

EDC Childcare and Small Business Grant & PPE Program; Enterprise for Equity technical
assistance training programs; ODA Positive Notes and Artist on Board programs; ODA
Downtown Recovery and Reopening grants; South Sound YMCA Emergency Childcare
Funding; Thurston County United Way COVID Relief for rent and food assistance; WCPA
downtown holiday entertainment industry support; and West Olympia Business Association

City of Olympia Printed on 12/11/2020Page 2 of 4

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

PPE bulk distribution program.  Funding from economic development reserve.
· $5,000 in appropriations for grant from Arts WA Olympia Creative District. Funding from fund

balance where grant was recorded.
· $41,454 in appropriations COVID-19 related response to mitigation site.  Funding from

economic recovery funds.
· $10,000 in appropriations for micro-housing.  Funding from Thurston County Micro-Housing

grant.  Total grant $60,000 with remaining $50,000 being appropriated in 2021.
· $20,000 in appropriations micro-housing.  Funding from donation from Providence Foundation.

Total donation, $50,000 with remaining to be appropriated in 2021.
· $24,000 in appropriations for response to homelessness.  Funding from Thurston County

Hygiene grant.
· $269 in appropriations additional labor costs related to COVID-19 response.  Funding from

economic recovery funds.
Fire
· $56,000 in appropriations for bunker gear replacement.  This was a request approved during

the 2019 year-end process and was omitted during an earlier budget amendment.  Funding
from General Fund fund balance.

· $6,203 in appropriations for vehicle repair.  Funding from insurance proceeds.

· $169,276 in appropriations for salaries and benefits for providing wildfire service to another
agency.  Funding from Department of Natural Resources.

· $200,000 in appropriations for overtime.  Funding from Thurston County Medic One
reimbursement.

Parks
· $25,000 in appropriations for the Parks scholarship program to assist with need during COVID

-19 era.  Funding from economic recovery funds.
· $1,500 in appropriations for storage and removal of derelict vessel.  Funding from surplus sale

proceeds.
· $85,000 for appropriations related to the Municipal Arts Work Plan.  Funding from Municipal

Arts Fund reserve.

Police
· Reduction in appropriations of $139,493 due to grant revenue from Washington Association of

Sheriffs & Police Chief being reduced at year end by granting agency.

Public Works
· Reduction in appropriations of $24,276 due to grant being completed and revenue will not be

received.
· $370,851 in appropriations related to design development of the new Waste ReSources

Facility.  Funding from capital reserve fund balance.
· $20,455 in appropriations for additional labor costs related to COVID-19 response.  Funding

from economic recovery funds.

All General Fund Departments
· Reduction in appropriations of $3,957,008 to recognize general and program revenue

reductions related to COVID-19 revenue shortfalls.
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Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
N/A

Options:
1. Approve ordinance amending ordinance 7258. This provides staff with budget capacity to

proceed with initiatives approved by Council.

2.  Do not approve the amending ordinance; staff will not have authorization to expend the funds.

Financial Impact:
Total increase in appropriations of $2,235,920 (includes transfers between funds); Operating Funds
increase in appropriations of $6,660,182; Special Funds decrease appropriations of $5,008,055; and
Capital Funds increase in appropriations of $583,793.  Funding sources are noted above.

Attachments:
Revised Ordinance - Second Reading
Ordinance - First Reading
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Ordinance No. ____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE CITY OF 
OLYMPIA’S 2021 OPERATING, SPECIAL, AND CAPITAL BUDGETS AND 2021-2026 
CAPITAL FACILITIES PLAN; SETTING FORTH THE ESTIMATED REVENUES AND 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

WHEREAS, the tax estimates and budget for the City of Olympia, Washington, for the 2021 
calendar year have been prepared and filed as provided by the laws of the State of 
Washington; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Manager submitted to the City Council a recommended “Capital 
Facilities Plan”, herein referred to as “CFP”, for the fiscal years 2021 through 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the preliminary budget was printed for distribution and notice published in the 
official paper of the City of Olympia, setting the time place for hearing on the budget and 
stating that all taxpayers requesting a copy from the City Clerk would be furnished a copy of the 
preliminary budget to review; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CFP projects the proposed locations and capacities of expanded or new capital 
facilities needed to serve growth projected in the City’s comprehensive plan, along with a six-
year plan that will finance such capital facilities and the anticipated capital expenditures 
required to construct them for said period; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council held a public hearing on the preliminary budget on 
November 17, 2020, as required by law, and has considered the public testimony presented; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia School District’s Capital Facilities Plan is being incorporated as a 
component of the City’s CFP to allow for the collection of school impact fees; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CFP element of the Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies is included in the 
CFP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has held public hearings and reviewed the recommended CFP along 
with the CFP Goals and Policies and has made revisions thereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, the revisions made by the City Council have been incorporated into the 
recommended CFP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the CFP meets the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management Act, 
including RCW 36.70A070(3); 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Section 1. The 2021 Estimated Revenues and Appropriations for each Fund are as follows: 
 

Operating Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$1,471,773 $86,656,797 $88,128,570 0

-               1,518,965            1,349,869       169,096
113,018      $4,150,296 4,263,314       0
298,370      $1,474,840 1,773,210       0

-               $1,020,000 1,020,000       0
-               $5,000 5,000                0

0 $378,365 378,365           0
89,160         $60,660 149,820           0

788,761      $1,346,037 2,134,798       0
$2,761,082 $96,610,960 $99,202,946 $169,096

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 174,250 174,250 0
0 1,047,800 1,047,800 0
0 2,355,353 2,355,353 0
0 394,562 394,562 0
0 0 0 0
0 436,321 436,321 0
0 674,325 674,325 0
0 1,008,375 1,008,375 0
0 15,806,072 15,500,179 305,893

396,235 22,013,367 22,409,602 0
0 13,455,454 13,408,024 47,430

107,038 6,216,211 6,323,249 0
0 1,915,487 1,915,487 0
0 123,650 123,648 2
0 0 0 0
0 2,662,149 2,627,278 34,871

$503,273 $68,283,376 $68,398,453 $388,196

$3,264,355 $164,894,336 $167,601,399 $557,292

Development Fee Revenue

FUND
General, Regular Operations

General, Special Sub-Funds
Special Accounts

UTGO Bond Fund - 2009 Fire

Parking
Post Employment Benefits
Washington Center Endowment
Washington Center Operating
Municipal Arts
Equipment & Facilities Reserve

Total General Fund

LID Control
LID Guarantee
4th/5th Avenue Corridor Bridge Loan

Stormwater Debt Fund

City Hall Debt Fund - 2009
2010 LTGO Bond - Street Projects
L.O.C.A.L. Debt Fund - 2010
2010B LTGO Bonds - HOCM
2013 LTGO Bond Fund
2016 LTGO Parks BAN
Water Utility O&M
Sewer Utility O&M
Solid Waste Utility
Stormwater Utility
Water/Sewer Bonds

Water/Sewer Bond Reserve
Equipment Rental
Subtotal Other Operating Funds

Total Operating Budget
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Special Funds Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$352 $472,352 $472,704 0
0 695,575        373,365        322,210

0 99,450          99,450          0

0 0 0 0
101,236     543,634        644,870        0
972,247 1,460,923    2,433,170    0

0 200,000        147,219        52,781

0 2,361,739    431,000        1,930,739
0 112,500        85,000          27,500
0 2,675,261    2,659,712    15,549

205,023     1,447,875    1,652,898    0
$1,278,858 $10,069,309 $8,999,388 $2,348,779

Insurance Trust Fund
Workers Compensation Fund
Total Special Funds Budget

Home Fund Operating Fund
Fire Equipment Replacement Fund
Equipment Rental Replacement 
Reserve Fund
Unemployment Compensation Fund

Hands On Children's Museum

FUND
HUD Fund
Lodging Tax Fund
Parking Business Improvement Area 
Fund
Farmers Market Repair and 
Replacement Fund

 

Capital Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$2,304,425 $0 $2,304,425 $0
40,000           0 40,000             0

0 2,636,230       1,054,757       1,581,473     
0 1,818,510       866,000           952,510         
0 9,413,060       7,836,961       1,576,099     
0 1,283,297       1,283,297       0
0 7,692,086       7,447,681       244,405         
0 6,114,000       6,114,000       0
0 368,000           368,000           0

189,000        1,624,858       1,813,858       0
0 0 0 0

$2,533,425 $30,950,041 $29,128,979 $4,354,487

$7,076,638 $205,913,686 $205,729,766 $7,260,558

Total Capital Budget

Total City Budget

Olympia Home Fund Capital Fund
Water CIP Fund
Sewer CIP Fund
Waste ReSources CIP Fund
Storm Water CIP Fund
Storm Drainage Mitigation Fund

Capital Improvement Fund

FUND
Impact Fee
SEPA Mitigation Fee Fund
Parks & Recreational Sidewalk, Utility 
Tax Fund
Real Estate Excise Tax Fund
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Section 2. Administration. The City Manager shall administer the budgets and in doing so may 
authorize adjustments within the funds set forth in Section 1 above, to the extent that such 
adjustments are consistent with the budget approved in Section 1 above. 
 
Section 3. Salaries and Compensation. The salaries and compensation for the City of Olympia 
employees for the calendar year 2021 shall be as set forth in the “Supplementary Information” 
section of the 2021 Adopted Budget document, or as the same may be amended by the City 
Manager as part of their administration of the budget pursuant to Section 2 above. 
 
Section 4. Benefit Cost Sharing. The City Manager is authorized to modify and establish benefit 
cost sharing for City employees; and such programs may be based, in part, on the employee’s 
start date with the City. 
 
Section 5. Capital Facilities Plan. That certain document entitled the “Capital Facilities Plan”, 
covering the years 2021 through 2026, a copy of which will be on file with the Office of the 
Finance Director and available on the City’s web site, is hereby adopted as the Capital Faculties 
Plan for the City of Olympia and is incorporated herein as though fully set forth.  
 
Section 6. City Manager Authorization. Upon appropriation by the City Council of funds 
therefore, the City Manager shall be authorized to prepare plans and specifications to take 
bids, and to make expenditures for the projects set forth in the CFP during the year for which 
said projects are scheduled; provided, however, that any award of bids and execution of 
contracts for construction shall be approved as provided in OMC Chapter 3.16. 
 
Section 7. Change in Funding Source and Construction Schedule. It is anticipated that the 
funding source and the construction schedule for projects identified in the CFP may be changed 
over the next year. Such changes shall not constitute an amendment to the Comprehensive 
Plan for purposes of RCW 36.70A.130. 
 
Section 8. Office of Finance Director Authorization. The Finance Director is hereby authorized 
to bring forward into fiscal year 2021 all appropriations and allocations not otherwise closed, 
completed, or deleted from the prior fiscal years’ Capital and Special Fund budgets. 
 
Section 9. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared separate and severable. If 
any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, 
the remainder of this Ordinance or application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances shall be unaffected. 
 
Section 10. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of 
this Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
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Section 11. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2021. 
 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
 
PASSED:  
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED: 
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Ordinance No. ____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA’S 2020 
OPERATING, SPECIAL, AND CAPITAL BUDGETS AND 2020-2025 CAPITAL FACILITIES PLAN; 
SETTING FORTH THE ESTIMATED REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS AND AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 7258 
 

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council adopted the 2020 Operating, Special Funds and Capital Budgets, and 
2020-2025 Capital Facilities Plan by passing Ordinance No. 7224 on December 17, 2019; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council amended Ordinance No. 7224 by passage of Ordinance No. 7235 on 
March 24, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council amended Ordinance No. 7235 by passage of Ordinance No. 7245 on May 
19, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council amended Ordinance No. 7245 by passage of Ordinance No. 7247 on July 
21, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council amended Ordinance No. 7245 by passage of Ordinance No. 7258 on 
November 2, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, throughout the year, updates are required to recognize changes relating to budget, finance, and 
salaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Capital Facilities Plan (“CFP”) meets the requirements of the Washington State Growth 
Management Act, including RCW 36.70A.070(3);  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. That certain document entitled the "Capital Facilities Plan," (“CFP”) covering the years 2020 
through 2025, a copy of which will be on file with the Office of the Director of Administrative Services and 
available on the City's web site, is hereby adopted as the Capital Facilities Plan for the City of Olympia and is 
incorporated herein as though fully set forth. 
 
Section 2. Upon appropriation by the City Council of funds therefor, the City Manager shall be authorized to 
prepare plans and specifications, to take bids, and to make expenditures for the projects set forth in the CFP 
during the year for which said projects are scheduled; provided, however, that any award of bids and 
execution of contracts for construction shall be approved as provided in OMC Chapter 3.16. 
 
Section 3. It is anticipated that the funding source and the construction schedule for projects identified in 
the CFP may be changed over the next year. Such changes shall not constitute an amendment to the 
Comprehensive Plan for purposes of RCW 36.70A.130. 
 
Section 4. The Finance Director is hereby authorized to bring forward into fiscal year 2020 all appropriations 
and allocations not otherwise closed, completed, or deleted from prior fiscal years' capital budgets. 
 
Section 5. The 2020 Estimated Revenues and Appropriations for each Fund are as follows: 
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Operating Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$1,774,421 $87,466,221 $89,240,642
$140,673 $86,567,752 $86,708,425

$2,555,917 1,544,710        1,011,207
4,611,948        3,433,996        1,177,952

421,394      3,677,069        4,098,463        0
68,292        1,510,840        1,579,132        0

370,000      1,005,000        1,375,000        0
166,109 10,500              176,609            0

0 530,500            530,500            0
0 59,544              

85,000        144,544            
3,297,723 $1,854,047 5,151,770        0

$6,097,939 $98,669,638 $103,756,370 $1,011,207
$4,549,191 $99,827,200 $103,198,439 $1,177,952

0 9,797 9,797                 0
9,797 0 9,797                 0

0 539,099            539,099            0
0 1,190,757        1,190,757        0
0 2,567,818        2,567,818        0

438,613            438,613            
3,966,405        3,966,405        

0 89,142              89,142              0
457,088            457,088            

3,829,299        3,829,299        
0 675,775            675,775            0
0 1,008,400        1,008,400        0
0 15,729,920      15,369,088      360,832

3,603 21,553,824      21,557,427      0
0 13,621,465      13,384,073      237,392

791,953 5,710,756        6,502,709        0
2,042,382        2,042,382        0
2,319,992        2,082,882        237,110

0 123,650            123,650            0
0 0

277,610 277,610            
123,364 2,509,643        2,633,007        0

$928,717 $68,268,129 $68,598,622 $598,224
$1,206,327 $75,445,742 $75,816,735 $835,334

$7,026,656 $166,937,767 $172,354,992 $1,609,431
$5,755,518 $175,272,942 $179,015,174 $2,013,286

0 0

0

0 0

59,544              

0

0

0

0 0

Water/Sewer Bond Reserve

Equipment Rental

Subtotal Other Operating Funds

Total Operating Budget

Stormwater Debt Fund

City Hall Debt Fund - 2009

2010 LTGO Bond - Street Projects

L.O.C.A.L. Debt Fund - 2010

2010B LTGO Bonds - HOCM

2013 LTGO Bond Fund
2016 LTGO Parks BAN

Water Utility O&M
Sewer Utility O&M
Solid Waste Utility
Stormwater Utility

Water/Sewer Bonds

UTGO Bond Fund - 2009 Fire

Parking
Post Employment Benefits
Washington Center Endowment
Washington Center Operating

Municipal Arts

Equipment & Facilities Reserve

Total General Fund

LID Control
LID Guarantee

4th/5th Avenue Corridor Bridge Loan

Development Fee Revenue

FUND

General, Regular Operations

General, Special Sub-Funds

Special Accounts
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Special Funds Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$0 $600,000 $592,130 7,870
0 1,132,309    1,072,443    59,866

30,565          100,000       130,565       0

0 0 0 0
182,854       543,634       726,488       0

2,430,059    2,430,059    0
0 0 0

2,673,719    2,673,719    
0 0

799,625       2,573,316    3,372,941    
1,789,625 1,679,039    3,468,664    
2,061,546    200,000       2,261,546    0
2,376,762    2,336,577    4,713,339    0

0 112,500       85,000          27,500
119,825       2,476,186    2,596,011    0
204,000       1,450,500    1,654,500    0

$10,878,955 $11,525,022 $22,308,741
$6,765,177 $10,630,745 $17,300,686

$95,236

Insurance Trust Fund
Workers Compensation Fund

Total Special Funds Budget

Transportation Benefit District

Olympia Metropolitian Park District

Home Fund Operating Fund

Fire Equipment Replacement Fund
Equipment Rental Replacement 
Unemployment Compensation Fund

0

0

0 0

Hands On Children's Museum

FUND
HUD Fund
Lodging Tax Fund
Parking Business Improvement Area 
Fund
Farmers Market Repair and 
Replacement Fund

 

Capital Budget
USE OF
FUND

BALANCE
ESTIMATED
REVENUE APPROP

ADDITION
TO FUND
BALANCE

$8,823,949 $467,191 $9,291,140
$8,805,358 $0 $8,805,358

713,682 0 713,682 0
3,697,050 6,365,586

3,997,050    6,665,586     
3,722,621 $2,274,752 5,997,373 0
9,265,023 $36,818,280 46,083,303

9,688,023    $36,794,004 46,482,027   
0 $1,636,310 1,636,310 0

22,779,287 $9,188,758 31,968,045 0
10,642,267 $1,692,301 12,334,568 0

0 232,552 157,748
213,103 603,403         0

9,583,180 $3,486,758 13,069,938 0
441,037 $0 441,037 0

$69,668,096 $58,623,186 $128,133,534 $157,748
$70,585,608 $58,131,719 $128,717,327 $0

$87,573,707 $237,085,975 $322,797,267 $1,862,415
$83,106,303 $244,035,406 $325,033,187 $2,108,522

Total Capital Budget

Total City Budget

Olympia Home Fund Capital Fund
Water CIP Fund
Sewer CIP Fund

Waste ReSources CIP Fund

Storm Water CIP Fund
Storm Drainage Mitigation Fund

Capital Improvement Fund

FUND

Impact Fee

SEPA Mitigation Fee Fund
Parks & Recreational Sidewalk, Utility 
Tax Fund
Real Estate Excise Tax Fund

$2,668,536 0

0

$390,300

0
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Section 6. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared separate and severable. If any 
provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of 
this Ordinance or application of the provision to other persons or circumstances shall be unaffected. 
 
Section 7. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this Ordinance 
is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as provided by law. 
 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
 
PASSED:  
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED: 
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City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 2 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 7260 Setting the 2021 Ad Valorem Tax to Correct
a Typographical Error

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 7260 setting the 2021 Ad Valorem Tax to
correct a typographical error on second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve an ordinance correcting a typographical error contained in Ordinance No. 7260,
which set the Ad Valorem Tax for 2021.

Staff Contact:
Nanci Lien, Finance Director, Finance Department, 360.753.8465

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar Item.

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has not changed from first to second reading.

The City Council approved Ordinance No. 7620 on first and second reading at the November 10 and
November 17, 2020 Council meetings.  The intent of the ordinance was to allow for the City to levy
property taxes in 2020 to be collected in 2021.

Ordinance No. 7260 contained a typographical error that identified the year of collection for the taxes
as 2020.  Thurston County has requested an amended ordinance that correctly reflects the collection
year as 2021.
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The proposed ordinance reflects the correct collection year as 2021.  In all other respects, Ordinance
No. 7260 and the tax levy remain the same.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
None.

Options:
1.  Move to approve the ordinance amending Ordinance No. 7260 on second reading.
2.  Direct staff to make additional changes to the ordinance on second reading.

Financial Impact:
No change from Ordinance No. 7260.

Attachments:

Ordinance
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Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7260, WHICH SET THE AD 
VALOREM TAX AMOUNT AND THE AMOUNT OF INCREASE FOR THE BUDGET 
YEAR 2021 
 
 

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2020, the Olympia City Council held a public hearing to consider the ad 
valorem tax levy for 2021 collections for the City of Olympia; and 
 
WHEREAS, after the public hearing and consideration of all relevant evidence and testimony, the City 
Council determined that an increase in property tax revenue from the previous year, in addition to the 
increase resulting from additions of new construction and improvements to property, areas added by 
annexation, and any increase in the value of state-assessed property, was required in order to discharge 
the expected expenses and obligations of the City and passed Ordinance No. 7260 setting the ad valorem 
tax amount and the amount of increase for the budget year 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 1 of Ordinance No. 7260 contained a typographical error which must be corrected; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Amendment of Ordinance No. 7260.  Ordinance No. 7260 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 

Section 1.  A $215,438.17 increase in the regular property tax levy is hereby authorized 
for levy amounts to be collected in 2020 2021, which is an increase of 1.1351135% from 
the previous year.   

 
This is exclusive of additional revenue resulting from new construction, improvements to 
property, any increase in the value of state assessed property, and any annexations that 
have occurred and refunds made. 
 
Section 2. There is hereby fixed as the amount of property tax collections necessary to 
raise an amount equal to the estimated expenditures less the total estimated revenue 
from all sources other than ad valorem taxation, the following sum: 

 
OLYMPIA AMOUNT 
General Expense Levy (Regular Property Tax Levy) $19,426,110.38 
Administrative Refund Levy, General Expense Levy $183,382.43 
Subtotal General Expenses Levy $19,609,492.81 
  
Excess Levy (Fire Station Bonds)   

$1,047,500.00 
Administrative Refund Levy, Excess Levy ___$15,856.45 
Subtotal Excess Levy $1,063,356.45 
  
Grand Total $20,672,849.26 
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Section 2.  Corrections.  The City Clerk is authorized to make necessary corrections to this Ordinance, 
including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection 
numbers and any references thereto. 
 
Section 3.  Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected.  
 
Section 4.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as 
provided by law.  
 

 
__________________________________________ 
MAYOR      

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
                
PASSED: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED:                                    



City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Declaring a
Continuing Public Health Emergency Relating

to Coronavirus (COVID-19) - First and Final
Reading

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.I

File Number:20-1031

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: ordinance Version: 1 Status: 2d Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Declaring a Continuing Public Health Emergency Relating to Coronavirus
(COVID-19) - First and Final Reading

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the Ordinance declaring a continuing state of public health emergency relating to
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate
conditions caused by such public health emergency on first and final reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve an Ordinance declaring a continuing state of public health emergency relating to
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate
conditions caused by such public health emergency.

Staff Contact:
Mark Barber, City Attorney, 360.753.8338

Presenter(s):
None - Consent Calendar Item.

Background and Analysis:
On January 21, 2020, the Washington State Department of Health confirmed the first case of Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the United States of America in Snohomish County, Washington.

On January 31, 2020, the Secretary of the United States Department of Public Health and Human
Services, Alex Azar, declared a public health emergency effective January 27, 2020 for the Novel
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Coronavirus known as COVID-19.

On February 29, 2020, Governor Jay Inslee signed Proclamation 20-05 declaring that a State of
Emergency exists in all counties in the State of Washington due to the number of confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in the state, and that the risk of person-to-person transmission throughout Washington
State and the United States of America would significantly impact the life and health of people, as
well as the economy of Washington State, and is a public disaster that affects life, health, property or
the public peace.  The Governor directed State agencies and departments to use State resources to
do everything reasonably possible to assist political subdivisions of the State in an effort to respond
and recover from the outbreak.

On March 17, 2020, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 7233 declaring a state of public
health emergency, and that the Olympia City Council will take all actions within its powers and
resources to protect the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the citizens, residents and
businesses of the City of Olympia during the novel coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic to mitigate the
consequences of the illness and public health emergency taking place and to maintain essential
public services such as police, fire, public works and public utilities such as water and solid waste
collection.

As a result of the continued worldwide spread of COVID-19, its significant progression in Washington
State, and the high risk it poses to our most vulnerable populations, the Governor subsequently
issued amendatory Proclamations 20-06 through 20-53, 20-55 through 20-67, and 20-69 through 20-
70, exercising the Governor’s emergency powers under RCW 43.06.220 by prohibiting certain
activities and waiving and suspending specified laws and regulations.

To enable public meetings to occur while maintaining the social distancing and limitations on in-
person interactions necessary to curtail the spread of COVID-19, on March 24, 2020, the Governor
issued Proclamation 20-28, prohibiting in-person meetings and waiving an suspending laws and rules
concerning RCW 42.56, the Public Records Act, and RCW 42.30, the Open Public Meetings Act that
hindered conducting public meetings remotely.

On June 16, 2020 and September 15, 2020, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 7246
and Ordinance No. 7248, respectively, declaring a continuing state of public health emergency and
authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate conditions caused by such public
health emergency.

In Proclamation No. 20-28.14 issued on December 8, 2020, the Governor proclaimed that a State of
Emergency continues to exist in all counties of Washington State, that Proclamation 20-05 and all
amendments thereto remain in effect as otherwise amended, and that the prohibitions in
Proclamations 20-28, et seq., are amended to (1) recognize the extension of the statutory waivers
and suspensions of RCW 42.56 and RCW 42.30 by the leadership of the Washington State Senate
and House of Representatives until11:59 p.m. on January 19, 2021, and (2) similarly extend the
prohibitions therein until 11:59 p.m. on January 19, 2021.

On December 9, 2020, the Washington State Department of Health reported 194,788 confirmed
cases and 3,102 deaths statewide, and Thurston County reported 3,675 confirmed cases of COVID-
19 and 53 deaths due to COVID-19.
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The worldwide COVID-19 pandemic and its progression in Washington State continues to threaten
the life and health of our people as well as the economy of Washington State, and remains a public
disaster affecting life, health, property or the public peace.

The Washington State Department of Health continues to maintain a Public Health Incident
Management Team in coordination with the State Emergency Operations Center and other
supporting state agencies to manage the public health aspects of the incident.

The Washington State Military Department Emergency Management Division, through the State
Emergency Operations Center, continues coordinating resources across state government to support
the Department of Health and local health officials in alleviating the impacts to people, property, and
infrastructure, and continues coordinating with the Department of Health in assessing the impacts
and long-term effects of the incident on Washington State and its people.

Declaring a continuing state of public health emergency provides a factual basis for the public health
emergency and references statutory authority that allows the City more flexibility to act quickly in
response to COVID-19. Under the Ordinance, the City may, for example, obligate funds for
emergency expenditures as directed by the City Council and enter into contracts and incur
obligations necessary to combat such emergency situations to protect the health and safety of
persons and property.

The Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by a vote of a majority plus one, and the
emergency will be in effect through March 15, 2021, at 11:59 p.m., at which point the City Council will
review the conditions that gave rise to this public health emergency to determine if keeping it in place
is warranted.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
The COVID-19 disease, caused by a virus that spreads easily from person to person which may
result in serious illness or death and has been classified by the World Health Organization as a
worldwide pandemic, continues to broadly spread throughout Washington State, seriously increasing
the threat of serious associated health risks to the citizens, residents and businesses of Olympia.

Options:
1. Move to approve the Ordinance declaring a continuing state of public health emergency

relating to coronavirus (COVID-19) and authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary
to mitigate conditions caused by such public health emergency.

2. Direct staff to modify the Ordinance.
3. Move to take no action.

Financial Impact:
Unknown.

Attachments:

Ordinance
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Ordinance No.      
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
SAFETY AND DECLARING A CONTINUING STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY RELATING TO 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID‐19) AND AUTHORIZING ACTIONS AS ARE REASONABLE AND NECESSARY 
TO MITIGATE CONDITIONS CAUSED BY SUCH PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 
 

 
WHEREAS, on January 21, 2020, the Washington State Department of Health confirmed the first case of novel 
coronavirus (COVID‐19) in the United States of America in Snohomish County, Washington, and local health 
departments and the Washington State Department of Health have since worked to identify, contact, and test 
persons in Washington State who may have been potentially exposed to COVID‐19 in coordination with the United 
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); and  
 
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the Secretary of the United States Department of Public Health and Human 
Services, Alex Azar, declared a public emergency effective January 27, 2020, for the novel coronavirus known as 
COVID‐19; and  
 
WHEREAS, on February 29, 2020, Governor Jay Inslee signed Proclamation 20‐05 declaring that a State of 
Emergency exists in all counties in the State of Washington due to the number of confirmed cases of COVID‐19 in 
the State, and that the risk of person‐to‐person transmission throughout Washington State and the United States 
of America would significantly impact the life and health of our people, as well as the economy of Washington 
State, and is a public disaster that affects life, health, property or the public peace.  The Governor directed State 
agencies and departments to utilize State resources to do everything reasonably possible to assist political 
subdivisions of the State in an effort to respond and recover from the outbreak; and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 7233 declaring a state of public 
health emergency, and that the Olympia City Council will take all actions within its powers and resources to protect 
the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the citizens and businesses of the City of Olympia during the novel 
coronavirus COVID‐19 pandemic to mitigate the consequences of the illness and public health emergency taking 
place and to maintain essential public services such as police, fire, public works and public utilities such as water 
and solid waste collection; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of the continued worldwide spread of COVID‐19, its significant progression in Washington 
State, and the high risk it poses to our most vulnerable populations, the Governor subsequently issued amendatory 
Proclamations 20‐06 through 20‐53, 20‐55 through 20‐67, and 20‐69 through 20‐70, exercising the Governor’s 
emergency powers under RCW 43.06.220 by prohibiting certain activities and waiving and suspending specified 
laws and regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 16, 2020, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 7246 declaring a continuing state of 
public health emergency and authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate conditions caused by 
such public health emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, on September 15, 2020, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 7248 declaring a continuing 
state of public health emergency and authorizing actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate conditions 
caused by such public health emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, in Proclamation No. 20‐28.14 issued on December 8, 2020, the Governor proclaimed that a State of 
Emergency continues to exist in all counties of Washington State, that Proclamation 20‐05 and all amendments 
thereto remain in effect as otherwise amended, and that the prohibitions in Proclamations 20‐28, et seq., are 
amended to (1) recognize the extension of the statutory waivers and suspensions of RCW 42.56 and RCW 42.30 by 
the leadership of the Washington State Senate and House of Representatives until the termination of the COVID‐
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19 State of Emergency or to 11:59 p.m. on January 19, 2021, whichever comes first, and (2) similarly extend the 
prohibitions therein until the termination of the COVID‐19 State of Emergency or to 11:59 p.m. on January 19, 
2021, whichever comes first; and 
 
WHEREAS, the COVID‐19 disease, caused by a virus that spreads easily from person to person which may result in 
serious illness or death and has been classified by the World Health Organization as a worldwide pandemic 
continues to broadly spread throughout Washington State, seriously increasing the threat of associated health 
risks statewide; and 
 
WHEREAS, the health professionals and epidemiological modeling experts state the United States and the State of 
Washington are in a second wave of COVID‐19 and we must continue to modify  and institute community 
mitigation efforts since the nature of COVID‐19 viral transmission, including both asymptomatic and symptomatic 
spread as well as the relatively high infectious nature, suggests it is appropriate to slowly re‐open Washington 
State only through a careful, phased, and science‐based approach.  Modelers continue to agree that fully relaxing 
social distancing measures will result in a sharp increase of cases; and  
 
WHEREAS, the worldwide COVID‐19 pandemic and its progression in Washington State continues to threaten the 
life and health of our people as well as the economy of Washington State, and remains a public disaster affecting 
life, health, property or the public peace; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Health continues to maintain a Public Health Incident 
Management Team in coordination with the State Emergency Operations Center and other supporting state 
agencies to manage the public health aspects of the incident; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Washington State Military Department Emergency Management Division, through the State 
Emergency Operations Center, continues coordinating resources across state government to support the 
Department of Health and local health officials in alleviating the impacts to people, property, and infrastructure, 
and continues coordinating with the Department of Health in assessing the impacts and long‐term effects of the 
incident on Washington State and its people; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 9, 2020, the Washington State Department of Health reported 194,788 confirmed cases 
and 3,102 deaths statewide due to COVID‐19, and Thurston County reported 3,675 confirmed cases and 53 deaths 
due to COVID‐19; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council finds that the above circumstances and facts continue to present significant 
public health and safety issues for the City of Olympia and its citizens, residents and businesses and continues to 
necessitate urgent further actions to mitigate the risks and threat to public health and safety and the City’s 
economy caused by the COVID‐19 pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City continues to be confronted with exigent financial circumstances related to this public health 
emergency to protect its citizens, residents, and businesses, and to protect the community, and must continue to 
take immediate measures to reduce the public health risk caused by COVID‐19; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council finds that providing essential public services by continuing operation of the 
City’s business, including but not limited to first responders such as fire and police, water, sewer and solid waste 
utilities and other essential government services must continue, but not without recognizing the risks associated 
with the COVID‐19 epidemic to its citizens, residents and employees, the declaration of a continuing public health 
emergency will allow, pursuant to RCW 42.30.070, the need for expedited action by the City’s governing body to 
continue to meet the emergency, which may continue to entail providing for meeting sites other than the regular 
meeting site and that notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act may continue to be suspended during 
such emergency pursuant to proclamation and order of the Governor, and as provided by law; and   
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WHEREAS, the above public health emergency continues to warrant the exercise of the City’s power to declare a 
continuing public health emergency under authority of Article XI, Section 11, of the Washington State Constitution; 
35A.11.020 RCW; 35A.11.030 RCW; 35A.13.190 RCW; 35A.38.010 RCW; 35.33.081 RCW; Chapter 38.52 RCW; 
Chapter 39.04 RCW; WAC 197‐11‐880; and other applicable laws and regulations, and pursuant to Chapter 2.24 of 
the Olympia Municipal Code, as are reasonable and necessary in light of such of public health emergency to 
mitigate the conditions giving rise to the public emergency; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  The above‐stated recitals are adopted as findings of the Olympia City Council and are incorporated by 
this reference as though fully set forth herein. 
 
Section 2.  It is hereby declared that a state of emergency continues to exist due to an exigent threat to human 
health related to the COVID‐19 epidemic affecting the City of Olympia, its citizens, residents and businesses, as 
defined in the City of Olympia Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, due to the worldwide and local 
outbreak of COVID‐19 and for all the reasons stated in the Governor’s Proclamations 20‐05, 20‐06,  20‐07, 20‐08 
and his successive orders.  Therefore: 
 

A. The City Manager is hereby authorized and empowered to carry out those powers and duties as are 
reasonable and necessary to mitigate the effects of the COVID‐19 public health emergency.  
 

B. All of the personnel, services and facilities of the City of Olympia will be utilized as needed, in 
response to the emergency needs of the community and its businesses. 
 

C. Those departments, officers, and employees of the City are authorized and empowered, among other 
things, to do the following: 
 
(1) Obligate funds for emergency expenditures as directed by the City Council; 

 
(2) Enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat such emergency situations to 

protect the health and safety of persons and property; 
 

(3) To enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat such public health emergency 
and to protect the persons, property and environment, and provide emergency assistance to the 
victims of such emergency, consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Emergency Management 
Plan;  
 

(4) Take other actions, as appropriate, in response to such emergency, including but not limited to 
changing the manner and meeting sites of the business meetings of the Olympia City Council and 
the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act as provided in RCW 42.30.070, or the 
terms or collection of fees, charges and taxes; and 
 

(5) The City Manager is authorized to make and adjust Human Resources Policies related to leave 
usage and other issues related to employees as necessitated by the impacts of COVID‐19, with 
the primary goal to maintain the functions and services provided by the City of Olympia. 
 

D. Each designated City department is authorized to exercise the powers vested under Section 2 of this 
Ordinance in light of these exigencies of an extreme emergency situation without regard to time 
consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law (with the exception of mandatory 
constitutional requirements). 
 

 



 

 4

Section 3.  Sunset Provision.  This Ordinance shall sunset and no longer be in force or effect at 11:59 p.m. on 
March 15, 2021. The City Council shall review the conditions that have given rise to this public health emergency to 
determine if such conditions warrant keeping in place the extraordinary measures authorized herein to respond to 
this public health emergency, or whether the public health emergency has passed.  If the Olympia City Council 
finds that the public health emergency continues, this Ordinance may be extended by legislative action. 
 
Section 4.  Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances shall 
remain unaffected. 
 
Section 5.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this Ordinance is 
hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance is for the preservation of public peace, health, safety, and welfare and 
shall take immediate effect upon adoption, as provided by law. 
 

 
 

__________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
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APPROVED: 
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360-753-8244
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Title
Approval of an Ordinance Related to Housing Options

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Approve the attached ordinance adopting Housing Options Code Amendments with the modifications
as recommended by the Planning Commission.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the attached ordinance as recommended by the Planning Commission and Land
Use and Environment Committee.

Report
Issue:
Whether to adopt the Housing Options Code Amendments with the modifications recommended by
the Planning Commission and the Land Use and Environment Committee.

Staff Contact:
Joyce Phillips, Senior Planner, Community Planning and Development, 360.570.3722

Presenter(s):
Joyce Phillips, Senior Planner, Community Planning and Development

Background and Analysis:
Background and analysis has changed from first to second reading.

Correction from First to Second Reading
In Section 4, which amends 18.04.060(A) for Accessory Dwelling Units, the proposed change is to
increase the size of ADUs to 850 square feet.  It is noted it correctly in 18.04.060(A)(3) but the correct
size is not noted in the maximum size in 18.04.060(A)(4) which includes a maximum size for ADUs of
1,000 square feet.  The maximum size for ADUs, as recommended by both the Planning Commission
and LUEC, is eight hundred fifty (850) square feet.  The ordinance has been updated in second
reading to reflect this correction.
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The City of Olympia is planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA).  This means the City
plans for population growth, including where and how that growth will occur.  The City is planning for
about 20,000 new residents between 2015 and 2035.

Housing to accommodate growth is planned for at various levels of neighborhood density.  For
example, high rise apartments can locate in high density neighborhoods, 2-3 story apartment
buildings and mixed housing types can develop at medium density levels, and traditional single-
family housing and a variety of housing types at lower densities can be in low density neighborhoods.

As is required by the GMA, the City is working to ensure there are adequate housing options for
people at all income levels.  The City plans for housing in all neighborhoods - whether low, medium,
or high-density.  Most of the new growth will be directed to the areas designated as High-Density
Neighborhoods in the Comprehensive Plan, such as in the Downtown where we are seeing new
multifamily housing units.

Olympia is growing and there is not enough housing stock needed to accommodate that growth. The
City has a 2.4 percent vacancy rate, which means for every 100 housing units in our City, less than
three are available to someone looking for a place to live. Olympia needs more housing, and it also
needs a more diverse variety of housing styles to meet the varied lives of our residents as community
demographics continue to change. More than fifty percent of Olympia residents rent their homes.
And the makeup of households is changing too - almost 22% of our households are couples with no
children.  And almost half (48.6%) are one-person or non-family households.  Housing options need
to keep pace with our changing community.

It is important to note that this particular effort is not specifically aimed at providing subsidized or low-
income housing.  Rather, it is intended to provide more market rate, middle income housing options
in residential neighborhoods across the City.

Background
In November 2019, the City Council issued a referral to the Planning Commission asking the
Commission to consider it a high priority to provide a greater variety of housing types in low density
neighborhoods, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  It directed the Commission to consider
three of the twelve options listed that cities are encouraged to take in order to increase residential
building capacity.

The list of housing options was included in Section 1 of House Bill (HB) 1923 (attached) adopted in
2019 (later codified in state law 36.70A.600, Revised Code of Washington).  The Council referral
directed the Commission to develop an ordinance that would implement at least two of the three
options below, as identified by the Council.  Below is a summary of the three housing options to be
considered:

1. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) - Allow ADUs on all parcels containing a single-family
home but do not require additional parking, do not require the property owner to live on-site,
do not limit the size to less than 1,000 square feet, and do not prohibit separate sale.  Cities
have local flexibility to address other issues. Note: This language was modified in 2020 by the
adoption of House Bill 2343.

2. Duplexes on Corner Lots - Allow duplexes on each corner lot within all zoning districts that
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permit single-family residences.

3. Duplexes, Triplexes, or Courtyard Apartments - Allow at least one duplex, triplex or
courtyard apartment on each parcel in one or more zoning districts that permit single family
residences - unless the city documents a specific infrastructure or physical constraint that
makes this unfeasible. Note: This language was modified in 2020 by the adoption of House Bill
2343.

The Planning Commission was informed of this referral at its last meeting of 2019 and began working
on the proposal in January 2020.  The Commission had briefings on this topic in 2020 on January 27,
February 24, May 18, June 15, and July 20.

Public information meetings were held on February 6 and 12, 2020 to answer questions and receive
feedback.  The March Public Open House and Planning Commission briefing were cancelled due
health concerns related to COVID-19.  These two meetings in March were intended to share
information about the staff recommendations on how to implement these housing options, which
were issued on March 6, 2020. Alternatively, the information that would have been presented at the
Open House was turned into recorded presentations and a virtual open house and comment period
were provided online. The draft code language and recorded presentations can be accessed from the
project webpage, attached.

In addition to the Planning Commission meetings and Information Session meetings, other public
meetings were held before and after the virtual open house. E-newsletters and emails to Parties of
Record were also provided. A summary of public meetings and public outreach is attached.

Near the end of March, the state approved HB 2343, which amended the state law language under
consideration (Section 1 of HB 2343 is attached).  The revised language separated the ADU
provisions into distinct sections so they could be implemented independently of each other; it
modified the language about the size of ADUs; and it added more housing types (quadplexes,
sixplexes, stacked flats, and townhouses) to the option about duplexes, triplexes, and courtyard
apartments.  The provisions in HB 2343 went into effect in June 2020.  As a result of these revisions,
staff revised its original recommendations that were proposed in early March.  The revised staff
recommendation was to allow any ADU to be up to 800 square feet in size.  This is the current
maximum size for an ADU in the City of Olympia, but the proposed revision would eliminate the
existing code language that restricts the size of the ADU to no more than two-thirds the size of the
primary home, up to a maximum of 800 square feet.

Analysis
To develop the staff recommendations for which two or three of the housing options to potentially
implement, staff reviewed how the options relate to the Comprehensive Plan text, goals, policies, and
maps.  Staff proposed recommendations to implement the options and be consistent with the
adopted Comprehensive Plan. Staff also reviewed the Development Regulations (primarily Title 17 -
Subdivisions, and Title 18 - Unified Development Code) to consider how future development would
be reviewed and how the various code sections would be applied to development under proposed
code changes.

The draft code language requires design review for each of these housing types under the City’s Infill
and Other Residential design review standards.  These standards require consideration of existing
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homes on the same street where these housing types are proposed.  As such, the proposed homes
must address certain placement and design features to better blend in with the surrounding
neighborhood.  Other standards were drafted to ensure these housing types would not be allowed to
surpass the maximum number of stories or building heights allowed for single family homes in the
same neighborhoods.

Staff recommended a new provision be added to the density section of Chapter 18.04 of Olympia
Municipal Code.  The proposed language would require the City to review the achieved densities that
result from these code amendments for areas of the City that are designated as Low Density
Neighborhood in the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan.  If the achieved density
approaches or exceeds the density anticipated in the comprehensive plan, the city will then have the
responsibility to make revisions needed to maintain consistency between the Comprehensive Plan
and development regulations.

Planning Commission
The Planning Commission considered the three Housing Options Code Amendments included in the
referral from Council.  The Commission, after three nights of deliberations, is recommending code
amendments to implement all three of the options.  In addition, it considered the housing types
(fourplexes, sixplexes, stacked flats) added in HB 2343 to the option about duplexes, triplexes, and
courtyard apartments.  Staff noted these housing types were added to the language in the state law
at public meetings beginning in April and May.  These additional housing types were discussed at
Planning Commission briefings and the public hearing. The Planning Commission recommendation
includes provisions to add triplexes and fourplexes to the Residential R 4-8 Zoning district and
fourplexes and sixplexes to the Residential R 6-12 zoning district.  All housing types allowed in these
amendments would be limited to two stories and the same building height limits established for single
family homes, with the exception of in the Residential Low Impact (RLI) zoning district which currently
allows three story residential structures and is not proposed to change at this time.

The Commission considered the ADU standards and ultimately recommends the maximum size of
the ADU be up to 850 square feet, which is the same size allowed by the City of Lacey. The
Commission also made a recommendation that does not result in immediate revision of the city code.
That recommendation is for the City to review its use of the term “multifamily” and make changes, if
necessary, to the Unified Development Code (OMC Title 18).

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
Community interest in this topic is high.  The City has been accepting public comments on this
proposal since January 2020.  Public comments were received during the process, at the public
hearing on September 23, 2020, and through the close of the public hearing comment period, on
September 30, 2020. All public comments received by September 30, 2020 have been posted to the
project webpage.

At the July 20, 2020, Planning Commission meeting, City Staff provided an overview of the public
comment themes that had been received up until that time and staff’s responses to them. Staff
responses to comment themes are attached.  The primary concerns raised focused on:

· Housing Supply, Shortage, and Affordability
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· Neighborhood Character/Design Review

· Compatibility and Scale of New Structures

· Parking

· Traffic and Schools

· Infill and Housing Variety

· Tear Downs

· Other/Miscellaneous

Supportive comments and issues were also noted but staff did not respond to them specifically:
· Will help reduce sprawl and to be a more sustainable City

· Will protect surrounding farm and forest lands

· Will help to return to historic residential development patterns

· ADUs will support and allow for more upward social and economic mobility

· The adopted Comprehensive Plan calls for a mix of housing types

· Supports a variety of housing types for all kinds of people

· Supports greenhouse gas emission reduction, promotes more walking/bicycling/transit use

· Makes better use of existing infrastructure

· Would allow more housing units in Historic Neighborhood without tearing down existing
structures

· Support for more options to allow people to age in place

· Support for pre-approved ADU plans

Other comments received were realistically beyond the Planning Commission’s purview but were
acknowledged as well. Those types of issues are noted at the end of the response to comment
themes summary.

Options:
1. Approve the Housing Options Code Amendments, as proposed.
2. Approve the Housing Options Code Amendments, with specific revisions.
3. Do not approve the Housing Options Code Amendments.

Financial Impact:
The costs associated with development and implementation of the proposed amendments is covered
in the Community Planning and Development Department’s base budget.

Attachments:

Ordinance
Referral
Outreach Summary
Planning Commission Recommendation
Planning Commission Minority Dissent Letter
Webpage with Links to Public Comment
Public Comment Themes
Infill Design Review
House Bill 1923, Section 1
House Bill 2343, Section 1
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Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDING TITLE 
18, UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE, OF THE OLYMPIA MUNICIPAL CODE, 
RELATED TO HOUSING 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan update, adopted in December 2014, identified a 
need to accommodate 20,000 new residents by the year 2035; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan establishes that population growth will be 
accommodated within the City’s existing Urban Growth Area (UGA) to avoid sprawl through 
encroachment into designated rural or resource lands located beyond the UGA boundary; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan directs the majority of new residential growth will 
be accommodated in the three areas identified as High Density Neighborhoods Overlay on the Future 
Land Use Map; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia Comprehensive Plan identifies the need for infill residential development 
in existing neighborhoods by allowing for a broader variety of housing types that would be compatible 
with existing neighborhoods in the areas designated as Low Density Neighborhoods; and 
 
WHEREAS, given that the City plans for population growth consistent with the Future Land Use Map and 
the anticipated densities of these designations, and given the requirements for new development 
depending on the scale of the proposed projects, adequate public services and facilities are available to 
serve this development or the development will not be approved; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan identifies multiples ways in which the City of Olympia will 
accommodate future growth, including through future development of the three high density 
neighborhood overlay areas and through residential infill in existing neighborhoods.  The Plan does not 
identify a particular order in which to address these needs.  The Downtown High Density Neighborhood 
Overlay was the subject of a subarea plan known as the Downtown Strategy.  The other high density 
neighborhood overlay areas will be the subject of future subarea planning efforts.  The Proposed 
Amendments address the need to provide for infill residential in the Low Density Neighborhoods; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are to provide housing opportunities to serve a portion of the 
population growth currently anticipated by and analyzed in the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, in July 2019, the Washington State Growth Management Act (36.70A, RCW) was amended 
by the adoption of House Bill 1923 to add a menu of options cities are encouraged to take in order to 
increase residential building capacity within urban growth areas; and  
 
WHEREAS, in November 2019, the City Council referred three of those menu options to the Olympia 
Planning Commission. The options addressed Accessory Dwelling Units; duplexes on corner lots; and 
duplexes, triplexes, and courtyard apartments. In March 2020 the options under consideration were 
further amended by the State of Washington’s adoption of House Bill 2343; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council referral directed the Planning Commission to develop an ordinance that 
would implement at least two of the three options identified for consideration in the Council’s referral; 
and  
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WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission was informed of the referral at its public meeting on 
December 2, 2019 and received briefings on the Proposed Amendments on January 27, 2020, February 
24, 2020, May 18, 2020, June 15, 2020, and July 20, 2020; and  
 
WHEREAS, a Notice of Proposal was sent to all Recognized Neighborhoods on January 30, 2020, and 
the designated contacts for each Recognized Neighborhood was asked to share the information with its 
members; and  
 
WHEREAS, a Notice of Proposal was published in The Olympian on January 31, 2020; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia developed a Public Participation Plan for the development and review of 
the Proposed Amendments; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia created a webpage for this planning proposal in January of 2020 as a 
means of providing project information and updates to the public that was accessible at the public’s 
convenience; and  
 
WHEREAS, because the housing types involved in the Proposed Amendments are similar to the housing 
types considered in the recent planning process known as “Missing Middle” Housing, the City contacted 
all Parties of Record from the Missing Middle Housing project on January 27, 2020 to inform them of this 
planning effort and to invite them to become a Party of Record for the current proposal; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City issued E-Newsletters to all members subscribed to the Planning and Development 
listserv on January 29, 2020, February 12, 2020, February 18, 2020, March 2, 2020, April 14, 2020, and 
September 11, 2020; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City issued Email updates to all Parties of Record for this planning process on January 
29, 2020, February 18, 2020, February 24, 2020, March 12, 2020, April 15, 2020, May 11, 2020, June 9, 
2020, September 11, 2020, and September 24, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City held public Information Sessions about the proposed housing options under 
consideration on February 6, 2020 and February 12, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City issued Questions and Answers summary from the Information Sessions and posted 
the summary to the project webpage on February 24, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the staff recommendations to implement the housing options were issued on March 10, 
2020. Notice of these recommendations was provided for the Planning Commission meeting scheduled 
for March 16, 2020. The recommendations were posted on the project webpage and Parties of Record 
were notified of the recommendations; and  
 
WHEREAS, a public Open House meeting that had been scheduled for March 23, 2020 was cancelled 
due to the pandemic.  In order to provide the information to the public the City issued narrated 
presentations on its webpage and provided notice of the information.  The presentations were designed 
to inform people of the options under consideration, present the staff recommendations on how to 
implement them, and to solicit public comments on the recommendations; and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the Proposed Amendments were sent to the Washington State 
Department of Commerce Growth Management Services with the Notice of Intent to Adopt Development 
Regulation amendments as required by RCW 36.70A.106 and supportive comments were received from 
the Growth Management Services division of the Washington State Department of Commerce.  No other 
state agencies provided comments during the 60-day comment period; and 
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WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, the City of Olympia issued a Determination of Non-Significance pursuant to 
the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) on the Proposed Amendments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Proposed Amendments do not include revisions that increase the density ranges allowed 
in the zoning districts that implement the Low Density Neighborhood designation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SEPA analysis considered a variety of housing types being allowed in the zoning districts 
that implement the Comprehensive Plan’s Low Density Neighborhood, which generally provides for 
densities up to twelve units per acre.  Courtyard apartments were considered in the environmental 
review, which are defined as providing for four or more residential units.  Fourplexes and sixplexes are 
within the number of housing units contemplated in the environmental review; and  
 
WHEREAS, related development  standards, such as maximum lot coverages for buildings and 
impervious surfaces, setbacks from property lines, maximum building heights and number of stories, infill 
design review standards, low impact development stormwater standards, and off street parking standards 
remain unchanged for various housing types in these zoning districts so the anticipated impacts of these 
housing types are likely to be similar in nature; and 
 
WHEREAS, the annual review of density to ensure consistency between the Comprehensive Plan and 
Development Regulations applies to all provisions of this ordinance, including the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to include fourplexes and sixplexes.  Further, the City SEPA Responsible Official has 
determined the existing environmental review is adequate under WAC 197-11-060(4) and additional 
review under the State Environmental Policy Act is not warranted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia reviews applications for the subdivision of land or for the land use review 
of residential projects consisting of five or more units for compliance with the density ranges allowed in 
the underlying zoning district; and  
 
WHEREAS, in order to comply with the language as written in the Growth Management Act for these 
provisions, the Proposed Amendments may allow for the density of the underlying zone to be exceeded 
on a particular lot in some cases, however appropriate measures have been taken to ensure the City 
monitors the achieved densities in the areas designated as Low Density Neighborhood in the Future Land 
Use Map in order to allow the City to take appropriate actions, if needed, to maintain consistency 
between the achieved development patterns and the densities anticipated in the Comprehensive Plan; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the parking requirements for these housing types is adequate to serve residential uses; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments maintain neighborhood compatibility with the low density 
neighborhoods description of the City’s Comprehensive Plan by increasing the variety of housing types 
allowed.  Further, the City has taken measures to assure new infill development is compatible with 
existing neighborhoods by standardizing the development regulations that apply to these housing types, 
such as building heights, building setbacks from property lines, number of stories, low impact 
development stormwater standards, and requirements of design review under the Infill and Other 
Residential standards (18.175 OMC) that consider existing residences in the neighborhood and on the 
same block; and  
 
WHEREAS, the housing types allowed by these proposed amendments are subject to the Infill and Other 
Residential design review standards. These design review standards are applied to address compatibility 
with neighborhoods and specifically consider neighborhood scale and character, building orientation and 
the location of entries, building modulation and articulation, windows, garage design, materials and 
colors, and include provisions for accessory dwelling units; and  
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WHEREAS, the stormwater standards of proposed development or redevelopment of the housing types 
allowed in low density neighborhood areas are the same regardless of the housing type proposed.  The 
portion of a lot that could be covered by building footprints, impervious surfaces, or hard surfaces are the 
same whether the property owner builds a single family home, duplex, or any other housing types 
allowed in the zoning district the property is located within.   The impacts from stormwater are addressed 
through such zoning development standards, the building codes, and the Engineering Development and 
Design Standards; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City plans for population growth, infrastructure needs, and the provision of urban 
governmental services under its Comprehensive Plan and related master plans.  The master plans (water 
system plan, transportation plan, storm and surface water plan, wastewater management plan, etc.) are 
based on the anticipated population growth and Future Land Use Map development patterns of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  These proposed amendments are consistent with and implement the infill policies 
of the Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City retains development regulations to protect environmentally sensitive areas, such as 
the Critical Areas Ordinance and low impact development stormwater standards; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City strives to provide for housing that is affordable for people at all income levels.  
These proposed amendments are one way to provide additional housing opportunities more broadly 
across the City but these units are not required to be subsidized or low income housing; and   
 
WHEREAS, the housing types allowed by the proposed amendments are likely to be more practical 
housing options for many community members by better aligning housing opportunities with the 
changing demographics of Olympia residents - such as lower household sizes and makeup.  Almost 22% 
of households in Olympia are couples with no children, and almost half (48.6%) are one-person or non-
family households.  Over fifty percent of Olympia residents rent their housing.  These housing options will 
help the City keep pace with, and provide for, the changing needs of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amendment to increase the building height from sixteen feet to twenty-four feet for 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) that are not attached to the primary residence will allow for ADUs to be 
constructed above a detached garage or other accessory structure such as a shop. The increase in height 
is still eleven feet lower than the height allowed for ADUs that are attached to the primary home.  The 
revision balances the desire to keep detached ADUs as accessory in character to the primary home while 
retaining an area on the lot for yard/play and gardening/vegetation areas, as well as a more natural 
pattern of infiltration of rain and stormwater; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia will not issue approvals of subdivisions of land, land use review, or 
building permits unless the applicant can demonstrate compliance with all city requirements and 
standards.  If that does not occur, such as if there is a specific infrastructure or physical constraint that 
would make development unfeasible for a particular parcel, City approvals will not be issued which 
satisfies the language in RCW 36.70A.600(1)(c); and  
 
WHEREAS, on September 11, 2020, notice of the public hearing for the Proposed Amendments was 
provided to all Recognized Neighborhood Associations with the City of Olympia pursuant to Chapter 18.78 
OMC, Public Notification; and   
 
WHEREAS, on September 11, 2020, notice of the public hearing for the Proposed Amendments was 
published in The Olympian newspaper pursuant to Chapter 18.78 OMC, Public Notification; and   
 
WHEREAS, on September 23, 2020, the Olympia Planning Commission held a public hearing on the 
Proposed Amendments; and 
 



 

5 
 

WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission deliberated on October 5, 2020, October 19, 2020, and 
November 2, 2020, and provided to the City Council its written recommendation to amend multiple 
sections of Title 18 OMC, Unified Development Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Proposed Amendments are consistent with the Olympia Comprehensive Plan and other 
chapters of Title 18 OMC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Proposed Amendments have been reviewed pursuant to the Rezones and Text 
Amendments process outlined in Chapter 18.58 OMC; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Attorney General Advisory Memorandum: Avoiding Unconstitutional Takings of Private 
Property (December 2006) was reviewed and used by the City in objectively evaluating the proposed 
development regulations amendments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapters 35A.63 and 36.70A RCW and Article 11, Section 11 of the Washington State 
Constitution authorize and permit the City to adopt this Ordinance;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Amendment of OMC 18.02.180.D.  Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 
18.02.180.D is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
D.    DEFINITIONS - SPECIFIC. 
 
Dangerous Waste. Any discarded, useless, unwanted or abandoned substances, including but not limited to 
certain pesticides, or any residues or containers of such substances which are disposed of in such quantity or 
concentration as to pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health, wildlife, or the 
environment because such wastes or constituents or combinations of such wastes: 
 
a.    Have short-lived, toxic properties that may cause death, injury or illness or have mutagenic, teratogenic or 
carcinogenic properties; or 
 
b.    Are corrosive, explosive, flammable or may generate pressure through decomposition or other means. 
(See also Hazardous Waste, Extremely.) 
 
Date of Filing. The date that a complete and accurate application is submitted, and appropriate fees paid. 
 
Days. Consecutive calendar days unless otherwise stated. 
 
Decorative Grille Work. Grille work which through the use of material, geometric pattern, configuration, 
embellishment, or artisanship exceeds the normal functional requirements. Parallel vertical bars - resembling a 
jail cell pattern - are not considered decorative grille work. 
 
Dedication. The deliberate appropriation of land by an owner(s) for any general and public uses, reserving to 
themselves no other rights than such as are compatible with the full exercise and enjoyment of the public uses 
to which the property is to be devoted. The intent to dedicate shall be evidenced by the owner by the 
presentment for filing of a final plat, short plat or binding site plan which shows the dedication thereon. 
Acceptance by the public shall be evidenced by written approval issued by the city of such document for filing 
with the County Auditor. 
 
Deficiency, Application. The lack of an element or information which results in an application being deemed not 
complete, or which otherwise prevents meaningful review and rendering of a decision regarding the 
application. A deficiency includes an element or information which is absent, is inaccurate or in some other 
aspect does not conform with applicable regulations and standards, and supplemental information or studies 
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required to review an application. Erroneous or misleading information intentionally included in an application 
shall constitute a deficiency. 
 
Department. The City of Olympia Community Planning and Development Department. 
 
Design. The planning and engineering of street alignments, grades and widths; drainage and sanitary facilities 
and utilities, including alignment and grades thereof; location and size of all required easements and rights-of-
way; fire roads and fire breaks; lot size and configuration; vehicle access; grading; land to be dedicated for 
park or recreational purposes; building and other accessory physical requirements. 
 
Design Review. The evaluation of a site, building, landscape design plan or sign program submitted to the 
Design Review Board or staff, which may approve or deny the plan in part, or make further design 
recommendations based upon adopted guidelines. 
 
Design Review Board. A committee with a balance of design professionals (architecture, planning, engineering, 
landscape architecture) and citizens who are appointed by the City Council. 
 
Detached. Any building or structure that does not have a wall and roof in common with any other building or 
structure and where exterior walls are separated by six feet or more. (See Attached Structures; note that 
structures conforming with neither definition must conform with the requirements of this title for both types of 
structures). 
 
Determination of Completeness. A written determination by the director or fire chief or their respective 
designees that all required elements of an application have been received by the City. This determination 
initiates the statutory review period for the application, if any, and subject to certain exceptions, entitles the 
applicant to have the application considered and reviewed pursuant to the laws, regulations and standards in 
effect on the date the application was complete. 
 
Development. The division of a parcel of land into two or more parcels; the construction, reconstruction, 
conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of any structure; any mining, excavation, landfill, 
clearing or land disturbance; or any change of use or extension of the use of land. (See also Improvement.) 
 
Development Area, WCF. The area occupied by a wireless communications facility including areas inside or 
under the following: an antenna support structure’s framework, equipment cabinets, ancillary structures and 
access ways. 
 
Development Code. A text incorporating areas of regulation more typically presented in separate zoning and 
subdivision ordinances and related chapters of the Municipal Code. 
 
Development Coverage. Except where the context indicates otherwise, “development coverage” has the same 
meaning as impervious coverage. 
 
Development Permit. Any land use permit which must be approved prior to the improvement and development 
of land or structures. 
 
Director. The Director of the City of Olympia Community Planning and Development Department, and the 
Director’s designees. 
 
District or Zone. A specific area designated on the official zoning map of the city as one of the use districts as 
provided for in this title; such area is subject to all the requirements and regulations applicable to such district. 
 
Dormitory. A residential structure intended principally for sleeping accommodations, where no individual 
kitchen facilities are provided, and which is related to an educational or public institution or is maintained and 
operated by a non-profit welfare organization. 
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Drinking Establishment. A business primarily engaged in the retail sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption 
on the premises, including night clubs, bars, and taverns. A lounge operated as part of a restaurant is 
considered to be accessory to the restaurant. 
 
Drinking Water Protection Area. See OMC 18.32.205. 
 
Drip Line. An imaginary ground line around a tree or building that defines the outermost limits of the tree 
canopy or building roof eave. 
 
Drive-in Theater. An open lot devoted primarily to the showing of motion pictures. 
 
Drive-Through Restaurant. See Restaurant, Drive-Through. 
 
Dwelling Unit. See definition for single-family. Various types of housing or human shelter, which are listed 
below and categorized by use. 
 
a.    Dwelling, Conventional. 

 
i.    Accessory Dwelling Unit. A dwelling unit that has been added onto, created within, or separated 
from a single-family detached dwelling for use as a complete independent living unit with provisions 
for cooking, sanitation and sleeping. 
 
ii.    Apartment. A dwelling within a structure designed and used for occupancy by three or more 
individual persons or families living independently of each other. These structures include triplexes, 
fourplexes, and other multi-unit configurations. 
 
iii.    Boarding Home. Any home or institution, however named, which is advertised, announced or 
maintained for the express or implied purpose of providing board and domiciliary care to three or 
more aged persons not related by blood or marriage to the operator, under the provisions of Chapter 
18.20 RCW. It shall not include any home, institution or section thereof which is otherwise licensed 
and regulated under the provisions of state law providing specifically for the licensing and regulation 
of such home, institution or section thereof. (See also Dwelling, Assisted Living.) 
 
iv.    Co-Housing. Co-housing developments consist of two or more dwelling units, one or more 
shared community structures (e.g., containing a meeting hall, dining hall/kitchen, community center, 
or day care) and perhaps a community garden, recreation area, or similar community oriented use. 
 
v.    Condominium. A development consisting of an undivided interest in common for a portion of a 
parcel coupled with a separate interest in space in a residential or commercial building on the parcel. 
 
vi.    Cottage Housing Development. Four or more small, detached dwelling units sharing a commonly 
owned courtyard/common area and parking area. 
 
vii. Courtyard Apartment. A dwelling within a structure or small detached structures on one parcel 
designed and used for occupancy by four or more individual persons or families living independently 
of each other. The units are oriented around a shared open space courtyard from which all ground 
floor units have primary entrances facing.  
 
viii.    Duplex. One building containing two single-family dwelling units totally separated from each 
other by a one-hour fire wall or floor. 
 
viiix.    Guest House. Living quarters without kitchen facilities located on the same lot with a principal 
building and occupied for the sole use of members of the family, temporary guests, or persons 
permanently employed on the premises. (See also Accessory Dwelling Unit.) 
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ix.    Manufactured Home. A single-family residence constructed after June 15, 1976, and installed in 
accordance with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requirements for 
manufactured housing and bearing the appropriate insignia indicating such compliance. 
 
xi.    Manufactured Home, Designated. A manufactured home constructed after June 15, 1976, in 
accordance with state and federal requirements for manufactured homes, and which meets the 
requirements of OMC 18.04.060.O. 
 
xii.    Manufactured Home, New. Any manufactured home required to be titled under Title 46 RCW, 
which has not been previously titled to a retail purchaser, and is not a "used mobile home" as defined 
in RCW 82.45.032(2). 
 
xiii.    Mobile Home. A single-family residence transportable in one or more sections, built on a 
permanent chassis, designed to be used as a permanent dwelling and constructed before June 15, 
1976. 
 
xivii.    Modular Home. A structure constructed in a factory and installed in accordance with the 
applicable Building Code and bearing the appropriate insignia indicating such compliance. This 
definition includes "pre-fabricated," "panelized" and "factory built" units. 
 
xiv.    Single-Family Dwelling. A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for a 
family, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, cooking and sanitation. 
 
xvi.    Single-Room Occupancy. A housing type consisting of one room with cooking facilities and with 
shared bathroom facilities. (See also Boarding Home, Lodging House and Bed and Breakfast.) 
 
xvii.    Townhouse. A single-family dwelling unit which is part of a group of two or more such units 
separated by a completely independent structural wall (including utilities in separate walls), extending 
from the ground to the roof in accordance with the applicable Building Code and which has no doors, 
windows or other provisions for human passage or visibility through the wall. In certain zoning 
districts, such dwelling units are platted with common side and/or rear property lines between the 
structural walls. See Chapter 18.64. 

 
xviii. Triplex. One building containing three single-family dwelling units totally separated from each 
other by a one-hour fire wall or floor.  
 
xix. Fourplex. One building containing four single-family dwelling units totally separated from each 
other by a one-hour fire wall or floor. 
 
xx. Sixplex. One building containing six single-family dwelling units totally separated from each 
other by a one-hour fire wall or floor. 
 

b.    Dwelling, Transient. 
 
i.    Bed and Breakfast. A dwelling for the purpose of providing lodging for travelers and guests for a 
period of less than two weeks for compensation and having at least one kitchen used to provide 
breakfast but no other meals. Such dwelling shall have no more than five such guest rooms for 
persons other than the immediate family of the operator occupying such dwelling. Any such dwelling 
having over five such guest rooms is a hotel. 
 
ii.    Hotel. Any building containing six or more guest rooms where lodging, with or without meals, is 
provided for compensation, and where no provisions are made for cooking in any individual room or 
suite. 
 
iii.    Lodging House. A dwelling having only one kitchen and used for the purpose of providing 
lodging, or lodging and meals, for compensation for no more than five persons other than the 
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members of the immediate family of the operator occupying such dwelling. Any such dwelling having 
over five such guests is considered a hotel. (See also Boarding Home.) [NOTE: A lodging house 
allows for an unlimited stay, unlike a Bed and Breakfast which is limited to two weeks.] 
 
iv.    Motel. Guest rooms or suites occupied on a transient basis often with most rooms gaining access 
from an exterior walkway. (See also Recreational Vehicle.) 
 
v.    Trailer House. See Recreational Vehicle. 

 
c.    Dwelling, Assisted Living. 

 
i.    Adult Day Care Home. A residence in which adults (at least 18 years in age) and who are not 
related to the caregiver stay for no more than 12 hours per day. Emergency medical care may be 
provided in such facilities, but not convalescent care. (See also Convalescent Home and Elder Care 
Home.) 
 
ii.    Convalescent Home. Any home, place, institution or facility which provides convalescent or 
chronic care, or both, for a period in excess of 24 consecutive hours for three or more patients not 
related by blood or marriage to the operator, who by reason of illness or infirmity, are unable 
properly to care for themselves. Such establishment shall be duly licensed by the State of Washington 
as a "nursing home" in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 18.51 RCW. 
 
iii.    Congregate Care Facilities. A building or complex of dwellings specifically designed for 
occupancy by senior citizens which provides for shared use of facilities, such as kitchens, dining 
areas, and recreation areas. Such complexes may also provide kitchens and dining space in individual 
dwelling units. Practical nursing care may be provided, but not nursing care as described in Section 
18.04.060(S). 
 
iv.    Elder Care Home. An elder care home or adult family home in the primary residence of a person 
licensed pursuant to Chapter 70.128 RCW to provide personal care, room, and board for one to five 
adults (at least 18 years of age) who are not related to the caregiver. Home health care and limited 
nursing care (dispensing of medicine and emergency medical aid) may be provided, but not 
convalescent care. (See also Convalescent Home, and Boarding Home.) 
 
v.    Group Homes. A place of residence for the handicapped, physically or mentally disabled, 
developmentally disabled, homeless, or otherwise dependent persons. Group Homes are intended to 
provide residential facilities in a home-like environment. Such homes range from licensed 
establishments operated with 24 hour supervision to non-licensed facilities offering only shelter. They 
shall not include correctional facilities (except as authorized by Chapter 137-56 and 137-57 WAC for 
work/training release programs), nursing homes, Type III group care facilities, foster family homes, 
or adult family homes as defined by the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services 
or its successor agency. Group homes include, but are not limited to the following: 

 
(a)    Confidential Shelters. Shelters for victims of domestic violence as defined and regulated in 
Chapter 70.123 RCW and Chapter 388-61A WAC. Such facilities are characterized by a need for 
confidentiality. 
 
(b)    Home for the Disabled. A home or other facility which provides board and domiciliary care 
to individuals who, by reason of infirmity, require such care. An infirmity may be based on 
conditions including, but not limited to, physical handicap, mental illness, and other 
developmental disabilities. These group homes are a type of boarding home, as defined and 
regulated in Chapter 18.20 RCW. However, boarding homes serving the aged infirm are not 
included in this definition. 
 
(c)    Homeless Shelter. A facility offering lodging and/or emergency shelter to homeless 
individuals for an indefinite period of time and meeting the standards of Chapter 248-144 WAC. 
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(d)    Group Home for Youth. Any home maintained and operated for the care of children on a 
24 hour basis as defined and regulated in Chapter 388-73 WAC and Chapter 74.15 RCW. 
 
(e)    Group Home for Offenders. A home or other facility operated for housing and supervision 
of work/training release residents during their stay in a work/training release program as 
defined and regulated in Chapters 137-56 and 137-57 WAC. 

 
vi.    Hospice Care Center. Facilities licensed under Chapter 70.41 RCW which provide for the 
emotional and physical care of terminally ill patients. Such centers provide food, lodging, and 
palliative care on a full-time (24 hour) basis for two or more people, unrelated to the Center’s 
operator, who are in the latter stages of a disease expected to cause death. 
 
vii.    Nursing Homes. See Convalescent Home. 
 
viii.    Rest Home. See Congregate Care. 

 
Section 2. Amendment of OMC 18.04.020.B. Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 18.04.020.B 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

18.04.020 Purposes 
 
B.    The additional purposes of each individual residential district are as follows: 

 
1.    Residential - 1 Unit Per 5 Acres. This designation provides for low-density residential 
development in designated sensitive drainage basins in a manner that protects aquatic habitat from 
degradation. 
 
2.    Residential Low Impact (RLI). To accommodate some residential development within sensitive 
drainage basis at densities averaging from two (2) to four (4) units per acre, provided that the 
development configuration avoids stormwater and aquatic habitat impacts. 
 
3.    Residential - 4 Units per Acre (R-4 and R-4CB). To accommodate residential development in 
areas sensitive to stormwater runoff in a manner and at a density (up to four (4) units per acre) that 
avoids stormwater related problems (e.g., flooding and degradation of environmentally Critical 
Areas). 
 
4.    Residential 4-8 Units per Acre (R 4-8). To accommodate single-family houses and 
townhousesresidential development at densities ranging from a minimum of four (4) units per acre to 
a maximum of eight (8) units per acre; to allow sufficient residential density to facilitate effective 
mass transit service; and to help maintain the character of established neighborhoods. 
 
5.    Residential 6-12 Units per Acre (R 6-12). To accommodate single-family houses, duplexes and 
townhousesresidential development, at densities between six (6) and twelve (12) units per acre, in 
locations with frequent mass transit service (existing or planned). This includes areas along or near 
(e.g., within one-fourth (¼) mile) arterial and major collector streets. Parcels located in the High 
Density Corridor Transition Area are allowed triplex and fourplex housing types (18.04.060(FF)). 
 
6.    Mixed Residential 7-13 Units per Acre (MR 7-13). To accommodate a compatible mixture of 
houses, duplexes, townhouses, and apartments in integrated developments with densities averaging 
between seven (7) and thirteen (13) units per acre; to provide a broad range of housing 
opportunities; to provide a variety of housing types and styles; and to provide for development with a 
density and configuration that facilitates effective and efficient mass transit service. This district 
generally consists of parcels along arterial or collector streets of sufficient size to enable development 
of a variety of housing types. 
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7.    Mixed Residential 10-18 Units per Acre (MR 10-18). To accommodate a compatible mixture of 
single-family and multifamily dwellings in integrated developments close to major shopping and/or 
employment areas (at densities averaging between ten (10) and eighteen (18) units per acre); to 
provide a variety of housing types and styles; to provide for development with a density and 
configuration that facilitates effective and efficient mass transit service; to provide opportunities for 
people to live close to work and shopping in order to reduce the number and length of automobile 
trips; and to enable provision of affordable housing. 
 
8.    Residential Multifamily - 18 Units per Acre (RM-18). To accommodate predominantly multifamily 
housing, at an average maximum density of eighteen (18) units per acre, along or near (e.g., one-
fourth (¼) mile) arterial or major collector streets where such development can be arranged and 
designed to be compatible with adjoining uses; to provide for development with a density and 
configuration that facilitates effective and efficient mass transit service; and to enable provision of 
affordable housing. 
 
9.    Residential Multifamily - 24 Units per Acre (RM-24). To accommodate predominantly multifamily 
housing, at an average maximum density of twenty-four (24) units per acre, in locations close (e.g., 
one-fourth (¼) mile) to major employment and/or shopping areas; to provide for development with a 
density and configuration that facilities effective and efficient mass transit service; and to enable 
provision of affordable housing. 
 
10.    Residential Multifamily - High Rise (RMH). To accommodate multifamily housing in multistory 
structures near the State Capitol Campus; to provide opportunities for people to live close to work, 
shopping, services and a major mass transit hub; to create a desirable living environment for 
residents of the district; and to ensure that new high rise buildings incorporate features which reduce 
their perceived scale and allow sunlight to reach street level. 
 
11.    Residential Mixed Use (RMU). To accommodate attractive, high-density housing, pedestrian 
oriented commercial and mixed-use development which reinforces downtown’s historic character; to 
provide for coordinated pedestrian amenities; to preserve viable downtown housing; to enable 
businesses to locate within walking distance of residences and offices; to provide a transition between 
commercial and residential districts; and to require new high rise buildings to incorporate features 
which reduce their perceived scale and allow sunlight to reach street level. 
 
12.    Urban Residential (UR). To accommodate multifamily housing in multistory structures in or near 
the State Capitol Campus; downtown, High Density Corridor, or other activity center areas; to provide 
opportunities for people to live close to work, shopping, and services; to help achieve City density 
goals, to create or maintain a desirable urban living environment for residents of the district; and to 
ensure that new urban residential buildings incorporate features which encourage walking and add 
interest to the urban environment. 
 
13.    Manufactured Housing Park (MHP). To accommodate mobile homes and manufactured housing 
in mobile/manufactured housing parks; to accommodate manufactured housing on individual lots; to 
accommodate single-family houses, duplexes and townhouses, at densities between five (5) and 
twelve (12) units per acre, in locations with frequent mass transit service (existing or planned). This 
includes areas along or near (e.g., within one-fourth (1/4) mile) arterial and major collector streets. 

 
 
Section 3. Amendment of OMC 18.04.040 Table 4.01.  Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.04. 
040, Table 4.01, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

          18.04.060 
(FF) 

18.04.060 
(N,Q) 

18.04.060 
(N,Q) 

18.04.060 
(N) 

18.04.060 
(N) 

18.04.060 
(N) 

18.04.060 
(N,BB) 

  18.04.060 
(N) 

  

1. SINGLE-FAMILY 
HOUSING 

                              

Accessory Dwelling 
Units 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(A) 

Co-Housing P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(F) 
18.04.060(FF) 

Cottage Housing       P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(H) 
18.04.060(FF) 

Manufactured/Mobile 
Home Parks (Rental 
Spaces) 

              C C C     C   18.04.060(P) 

Manufactured Homes P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(O) 
18.04.060(FF) 

Single-family 
Residences 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(FF) 

Townhouses P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(FF) 
18.64 

2. MULTIFAMILY 
HOUSING                               

Apartments       P     P P P P P P   P 18.04.060(N) 
18.04.060(FF) 

Courtyard Apartments      P         18.04.060 (II) 

Boarding Homes       P       P P P           

Collegiate Greek 
system residences 

P     P       P P P           
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

Dormitories P     P       P P P P P   P   

Duplexes - Existing P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(J) 

Duplexes P P  P P  P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(FF) 

Duplexes on Corner 
Lots 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(HH) 

Triplexes    P P P P P P P P P  P  

Triplexes & Fourplexes     P    P P18.04.060 
(FF) 

P   P P P  P   P    P   

Sixplexes      P          

Group Homes with 6 or 
Fewer Clients and 
Confidential Shelters 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(K) 

Group Homes with 7 or 
More Clients 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(K) 

Lodging Houses                 P P P P   P   

Nursing/Convalescent 
Homes 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(S) 

Retirement Homes       P     P P P P P C   P   

3. COMMERCIAL                               
Child Day Care Centers   C C C C C C P P P P P C P 18.04.060(D) 

18.04.060(AA) 

Commercial Printing                       P       

Drive-In and Drive-
Through Businesses -- 
Existing 

                      P     18.04.060(J) 

Food Stores                     P P   P 18.04.060(AA) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

Hardware Stores                       P       

Home Occupations 
(including Adult Day 
Care, Elder Care 
Homes, Family Child 
Care Homes, and Bed 
& Breakfast Houses) 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Hospice Care C     C     C C C C C C   C 18.04.060(M) 

Laundries                     P P   P 18.04.060(AA) 

Nursery (Retail and/or 
Wholesale Sales) 

C C C C C C C C C C     C   18.04.060(G) 

Offices                       P   P 18.04.060(AA)(2) 

Personal Services                       P       

Pharmacies                       P       
Restaurants, without 
Drive-In and Drive-
Through 

                      P       

Servicing of Personal 
Apparel and Equipment 

                      P       

Specialty Stores                       P       

Veterinary Clinics - 
Existing 

P P   P P P             P   18.04.060(J) 

Veterinary Clinics P                             

4. ACCESSORY USES                               
Accessory Structures P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(B) 

Electric Vehicle P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(GG) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

Infrastructure 

Garage/Yard/Rummage 
or Other Outdoor Sales 

P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 5.24 

Large Garages     C   C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(B) 

Residence Rented for 
Social Event, 7 times or 
more in 1 year 

C C   C C C C C C C C   C C   

Satellite Earth Stations P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.100 

5. RECREATIONAL 
USES                               

Community Parks & 
Playgrounds 

C C C C C C C C C C P P C P 18.04.060(T) 

Country Clubs C C C C C C C C C C C C C C   

Golf Courses   C C   C C C C C C     C     

Neighborhood Parks P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

Open Space - Public P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

Racing & Performing 
Pigeons 

  C C C C C       C C   C C 18.04.060(Y) 

Stables, Commercial 
and Private Existing 

  C   C C                   18.04.060(J) 

Trails - Public P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

6. AGRICULTURAL 
USES                               

Agricultural Uses P P P P P P P P P       P     

Greenhouses, Bulb 
Farms 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(G) 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

7. TEMPORARY 
USES                               

Emergency Housing P P P P P P P P P P     P   18.04.060(EE) 

Emergency Housing 
Facility 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.50 

Model Homes P P P P P P P P P P P   P P 18.04.060(EE) 

Residence Rented for 
Social Event, 6 times or 
less in 1 year 

P P P P P P P P P P P   P P 18.04.060(EE) 

Wireless 
Communication Facility 

P P   P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.060 

8. OTHER                               
Animals P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(C) 

Cemeteries   C C   C C C C C C     C   18.04.060(E) 

Community Clubhouses P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Crisis Intervention C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(I) 

Historic House Museum   C C C C C C C C C C C C C   

Parking Lots and 
Structures 

      C             P P     18.38.220 and 
.240 

Places of Worship C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(U) 

Public Facilities C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(V) 

Public Facilities - 
Essential 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(W) 

Radio, Television and 
Other Communication 
Towers 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.44.100 
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TABLE 4.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES  

DISTRICT R1/5 R-
4 

R-
4CB RLI 

R 
4-
8 

R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM 18 RM 24 RMH RMU MHP UR APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 

Schools C     C C C C C C C C   C C 18.04.060(CC) 

Social Organizations                     P P   C   

Mineral Extraction - 
Existing 

        C   C               18.04.060(J) 

Utility Facility P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(X) 

Wireless 
Communication 
Facilities 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.44 

Workshops for 
Disabled People 

C     C C C C C C C C C C C 18.04.060(R) 

LEGEND 
P = Permitted Use C = Conditional Use R-4 = Residential - 4 
R 4-8 = Residential 4-8 R 6-12 = Residential 6-12 RLI = Residential Low Impact 
MR 10-18 = Mixed Residential 10-18 RM 18 = Residential Multifamily - 18 MR 7-13 = Mixed Residential 7-13 
RMH = Residential Multifamily High Rise RMU = Residential Mixed Use RM 24 = Residential Multifamily - 24 
    UR = Urban Residential 
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Section 4. Amendment of OMC 18.04.060.A.  Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 18.04.060.A 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
A.    ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU). 
 
Accessory dwelling units (ADU) are permitted in all residential districts subject to the following requirements: 

 
1.    Number. One (1) ADU shall be allowed per residential lot in conjunction with any detached 
single-family structure. (See Section 18.04.080(A)(3) regarding ADUs in new subdivisions.) 
 
2.    Location. The ADU shall be permitted as a second dwelling unit added to, created within, or 
detached from the original dwelling. The ADU shall be oriented in a way that maintains, to the extent 
practical, the privacy of residents in adjoining dwellings. (See Chapters 18.100, Design Review and 
18.175, Infill and Other Residential.) 
 
3.    Size. The ADU shall have a gross floor area of no more than eight hundred fifty (800850) square 
feet., and no more than the following equivalent ratios: 
 
a.    forty percent (40%) of the gross floor area of the primary residence and accessory dwelling unit 
combined, or 
 
b.    sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66 2/3%) of the gross floor area of the primary residence 
alone; excluding any garage area, except as authorized by Section 18.04.060(A)(7). 
 
[NOTE: Section 18.04.060(O)(1) requires that manufactured homes placed on a lot outside a 
manufactured housing park must be at least eight hundred sixty-four square feet in floor area. 
Consequently, a manufactured home can be used as a primary residence, but not as an ADU.] 
 
4.    Ownership. The property owner (i.e., title holder and/or contract purchaser) must live on the site 
as his/her principal residence. Owners shall sign a notarized affidavit attesting to their principal 
residency upon permit application. Owners shall provide evidence thereof through such means as 
voter registration, drivers license, or the like. This requirement does not apply to ADUs built prior to 
the initial sale of the primary unit on the lot. Purchasers of such ADUs shall meet these requirements 
within sixty (60) days of purchase. (See Section 18.04.080(A)(3).)Accessory Dwelling Units may be 
attached to accessory structures such as a garage or shop building. In such circumstances, the ADU 
may be up to 1,000 square feet in size and the accessory structure may be up to eight hundred 
square feet in size (or larger if the underlying zoning district allows or a conditional use permit for a 
large garage has been approved). 
 
A covenant or deed restriction, approved by the Olympia City Attorney, shall be signed and recorded 
with the Thurston County Auditor which specifies the requirement that the property owner must live 
on the site as his/her principal residence. 
 
5.    Occupancy. No more than one (1) family (as defined in Chapter 18.02, Definitions) shall be 
allowed to occupy an ADU. 
 
6.    Existing ADUs. Accessory dwellings created prior to the enactment of these regulations, June 19, 
1995, may be approved subject to applicable requirements. Existing ADUs located on lots which 
cannot accommodate an additional off street parking space required by Chapter 18.38, Parking, may 
receive a waiver from the parking requirement. 
 
If the owner of an existing unauthorized ADU applies to make the unit legal, but cannot meet all of 
the standards, the owner will be allowed a "grace period" of six months from date of application to 
comply with applicable standards. However, where health and safety is an issue, the Building Official 
will determine when the necessary modifications must be made. If the owner cannot meet the 
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standards, the unauthorized accessory unit must be removed or its use as a dwelling must be 
suspended. 
 
7.    Deviation From Requirements. The Director or the Director’s designee may allow deviation from 
the requirements of this section (18.04.060(A)) as follows: 

 
a.    To allow use of the entirety of a single floor in a dwelling constructed two (2) or more 
years prior to the date of application in order to efficiently use all floor area; and 
 
b.    To enable ADUs to be established in structures constructed prior to June 19, 1995, which 
are located in rear or side setbacks, provided that Uniform Building Code requirements and the 
Development Standards contained in Section 18.04.080 are met. [NOTE: See Chapters 18.100, 
Design Review and 18.175, Infill and Other Residential for applicable design guidelines.] 

 
Section 5. Amendment of OMC 18.04.060.B. Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 18.04.060.B 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
B.    ACCESSORY STRUCTURES. 
 
Accessory structures are permitted in all residential districts subject to the following requirements: 

 
1.    Time of Establishment. Accessory structures shall not be built prior to commencing construction 
of the main building on the lot. However, lots may be created which contain an accessory structure 
(without an associated primary use) constructed prior to submission of the subdivision application. 
 
2.    Subordinance to Primary Use. Accessory structures shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to 
the use of the lot (e.g., structures used for storage of personal property or the pursuit of hobbies) or 
used for agricultural purposes. In single-family and two-family residential districts with a maximum 
density of twelve units or less per acre each accessory structure shall not exceed eight hundred (800) 
square feet in size, except for structures accessory to an agricultural use which are located on a 
parcel one (1) acre or larger in size. 
 
3.    Garages. Private garages shall meet the following standards: 

 
a.    Garages shall not exceed a total of eight hundred (800) square feet of floor space per 
dwelling unit. 
 
b.    Garages exceeding eight hundred (800) square feet per dwelling unit may be permitted as 
conditional uses in the districts specified in Table 4.01 provided that they will not be adverse to 
the public interest and are compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. The Hearing 
Examiner shall establish a maximum size for garages receiving conditional use approval. See 
Section 18.04.080. 

 
4.    See Section 18.04.060(P)(4) regarding accessory structures in mobile home/manufactured home 
parks. 

 
Section 6. Amendment of OMC 18.04.060.O.  Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 
18.04.060.O is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
O.    MANUFACTURED HOMES. 
 
A manufactured home is allowed in all zoning districts that allow single family residences, if the home is a new, 
designated manufactured home (See OMC 18.02.180.A-Definitions), and meets the following criteria: 

 
1.    Is comprised of at least two fully enclosed parallel sections each of not less than 12 feet wide by 
36 feet long; 
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21.    Was originally constructed with and now has a composition or wood shake or shingle, coated 
metal, or similar roof of nominal 3:12 pitch; and 
 
32.    Has exterior siding similar in appearance to siding materials commonly used on conventional 
site-built single family residences that are built pursuant to the applicable Building Code. 

 
Section 7. Amendment of OMC 18.04.060.FF.  Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 
18.04.060.FF is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
FF.    RESERVEDHIGH DENSITY CORRIDOR TRANSITION AREA. 
 
The High Density Corridor Transition Area is delineated in Figures 4-2c and 4-2d. The following standards shall 
apply to this area: 
 

1.    Triplex and Fourplex housing types shall be permitted uses in areas designated in Figures 4-2c 
and 4-2d. 
 
2.    The development standards of the underlying zone shall apply to triplexes and fourplexes, except 
as stated below: 
 

a.    A triplex shall have a minimum lot size of 7,200 square feet. A fourplex shall have a 
minimum lot size of 9,600 square feet. 
 
b.    Both triplexes and fourplexes shall have a minimum lot width of 80 feet. 
 
c.    Three stories are allowed with a maximum 35 foot height. 
 
d.    Side yard setbacks for triplex and fourplex housing types shall be a minimum of ten feet. 
 
e.    Development subject to the provisions of this chapter shall meet design standards 
contained in 18.175 Infill and Other Residential. 
 

 
FIGURE 4-2c 
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FIGURE 4-2d 

 
Section 8. Amendment of OMC 18.04.060. NEW SUBSECTIONS HH and II are hereby added 
to Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.04.060 to read as follows: 
 
HH.  DUPLEXES ON CORNER LOTS 
Duplexes are allowed on all corner lots in all zoning districts that permit single-family residences provided the 
applicant can demonstrate compliance with other development standards, such as setbacks, lot coverages, 
building height and number of stories, stormwater provisions, parking, and design review. 
 
II. COURTYARD APARTMENTS 
Courtyard Apartment housing developments shall comply with the following requirements: 

 
1.    Courtyard. The development shall contain a courtyard or usable landscaped open space area for 
the shared use and enjoyment of the residents of the dwellings. All residential units shall have direct 
access to the courtyard. 
 
2.    Site Design. Dwelling units shall be located on at least two (2) sides of the courtyard. Open 
space shall be provided as follows: 

 
a.  A minimum of four hundred fifty (450) square feet of private, contiguous, usable, open 
space shall be provided adjacent to each dwelling unit. No dimension of this open space area 
shall be less than ten (10) feet in any direction. 
 
b.  A minimum of fifteen hundred (1500) square feet or two hundred (200) square feet per unit, 
whichever is more, shall be provided in common open space (e.g., available for the use of all 
residents of the development). This open space shall be contained in a contiguous area with no 
dimension less than twenty (20) feet. A substantial portion of such open space shall be 
sufficiently level (e.g., less than five (5) percent slope) and well drained to enable active use, as 
determined by the City. 
 
c.  Parking and maneuvering areas for automobiles do not count toward open space areas. 

 
3.    Number of Units. The development shall include no less than four (4) and no more than twelve 
(12) dwelling units per courtyard. The units may be attached to or detached from each other 
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Section 9. Amendment of OMC 18.04.080, Table 4.04. Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 18.04 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 

TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
MAXIMUM 
HOUSING 
DENSITY (in 
units per 
acre) 

1/5 4 4 4 8 12 24 30 24 30 --- --- 12 --- 18.04.080(A) 

MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
HOUSING 
DENSITY (in 
units per 
acre) 

--- 4 4 4 8 12 13 18 18 24 --- --- 12 --- 18.04.080(A)(2) 

MINIMUM 
AVERAGE 
HOUSING 
DENSITY (in 
units per 
acre) 

--- --- --- 2 4 6 7 10 8 
Manufactu
red 
Housing 
Parks = 5 

18 
Manufactu
red 
Housing 
Parks = 5 

--- --- 5 --- 18.04.080(B) 

MINIMUM 
LOT SIZE 

4 acres 
for 
residenti
al use; 5 
acres for 
non-
residenti
al use 

2,000 
SF 
minimu
m 
3,000 
SF 
averag
e = 
townho
use; 
5,000 
SF = 
other 

One 
acre; 
reduced 
to 
12,000 
SF if 
associat
ed with 
a 
drainage 
dispersa
l tract of 
at least 
65% in 
the 

2,000 SF 
minimum 
3,000 SF 
average 
= 
townhou
se; 
4,000 SF 
= other 
(includin
g 
duplexes 
on 
corner 
lots); 

2,500 SF 
= cottage;  
2,000 SF 
minimum, 
3,000 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 4,000 SF 
= other 

2,000 SF 
= cottage;  
1,600 SF 
minimum, 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 7,200 SF 
= duplex, 
triplex 
9,600 SF 
= fourplex 
3,500 SF 
= other 

1,600 SF 
= cottage; 
1,600 SF 
minimum, 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 6,000 SF 
= duplex 
9,000 SF 
= 
multifamily
; 3,000 SF 
= other 

1,600 SF 
= cottage; 
1,600 SF 
minimum, 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 6,000 SF 
= duplex 
7,200 SF 
= 
multifamily
; 3,000 SF 
= other 

1,600 SF 
= cottage;  
1,600 SF 
minimum, 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 6,000 SF 
= duplex 
7,200 SF 
= 
multifamil
y; 3,000 
SF = other 

1,600 SF 
minimum, 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 2,500 SF 
= mobile 
home park 

1,600 SF 
minimum
, 2,000 
SF 
average 
= 
townhou
se; 
2,500 SF 
= mobile 
home 
park 

1,600 
SF 
minimu
m, 
2,000 
SF 
average 
= 
townho
use 

2,000 SF 
= cottage; 
1,600 SF 
minimum 
2,400 SF 
average = 
townhouse
; 7,200 SF 
= duplex; 
2,500 SF 
= mobile 
home 
park; 
3,500 SF 
= other 

1,600 SF 
minimum
, 2,000 
SF 
average 
= 
townhou
se; 
2,500 SF 
= mobile 
home 
park 

18.04.080(C) 
18.04.080(D) 
18.04.080(E) 
18.04.080(F) 
Chapter 18.64 
(townhouses) 
18.04.060(P) 
(mobile home 
parks) 
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TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
same 
subdivisi
on plat. 

6,000 SF 
= duplex 
not on a 
corner 
lot; 
7,200 SF 
= multi-
family 

MINIMUM 
LOT WIDTH 

30' 
except: 
16' = 
townhou
se 

50' 
except: 
18' = 
townho
use 

100' 30' 
except: 
16' = 
townhou
se; 60' = 
duplex 
not on 
corner 
lots;  
80' = 
multi-
family 

45' except: 
35' = 
cottage; 
18' = 
townhouse 

40' except: 
30' = 
cottage; 
16' = 
townhouse 
80' = 
duplex, 
triplex, 
fourplex 

40' except: 
30' = 
cottage 
16' = 
townhouse 
70' = 
duplex not 
on corner 
lot;  
80' = 
multifamily 

40' except: 
30' = 
cottage; 
40' = zero 
lot; 16' = 
townhouse
; 70' = 
duplex not 
on corner 
lot; 80' = 
multifamily 

30' = 
mobile 
home park 

30' = 
mobile 
home park 

--- --- 40' except: 
30' = 
cottage; 
16' = 
townhouse
; 80' = 
duplex not 
on a 
corner lot; 
30' = 
mobile 
home park 

--- 18.04.080(D)(1) 
18.04.080(F) 
18.04.080(G) 
18.04.060(P) 
(mobile home 
parks) 

MINIMUM 
FRONT 
YARD 
SETBACKS 

20' 
except: 
5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals 

20' 20' 20' 
except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 
10' for 
flag lots 
5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals 

20' except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 
10' for flag 
lots; 5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

20' except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 
10' for flag 
lots; 5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

20' except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 
10' for flag 
lots; 5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

15' except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 
10' for flag 
lots; 5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

10' 5' 5' 
except: 
10' for 
structure
s 35' or 
taller 

10' 
except: 
20' 
along 
Legion 
Way 

20' except: 
10' with 
side or 
rear 
parking; 5' 
for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

0-10' 
except: 
10' on 
Capitol 
House 
Block 

18.04.080(H) 
18.04.080(I) 
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TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
MINIMUM 
REAR YARD 
SETBACKS 

10' 
except: 
5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals 

25' 50' 10' 
except: 
5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals. 

20' except: 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals; 
10' for 
cottages, 
and wedge 
shaped 
lots 

20' except: 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 
10' for 
cottages, 
and wedge 
shaped 
lots 

20' except: 
15' for 
multifamily
; 10' for 
cottages, 
and wedge 
shaped 
lots 

15' except: 
10' for 
cottages, 
and wedge 
shaped 
lots, 
20' with 
alley 
access 

10' 
except: 
15' for 
multifamil
y 

10' 
except: 
20' next to 
an R 4-8 
or R-12 
district 

5' 
except: 
20' for 
structure
s 35' or 
higher 

5' 20' except: 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals; 
10' for 
cottages 

5' 
except: 
10' for 
structure
s over 
42' 

18.04.080(D) 
18.04.080(F) 
18.04.080(H) 
18.04.080(I) 

MINIMUM 
SIDE YARD 
SETBACKS 

5' 
except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
provided 
garages 
are set 
back 20'; 
5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals 

5' 
except: 
10' 
along 
flankin
g 
street; 
except 
garage
s shall 
meet 
Minimu
m 
Front 
Yard 
Setbac
ks; 6' 
on one 
side of 
zero 
lot; 5' 
for 
agricult
ural 
buildin
g with 

10' 
minimu
m each 
side, 
and 
minimu
m total 
of 60' 
for both 
side 
yards. 

5' 
except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall 
meet 
Minimum 
Front 
Yard 
Setbacks
; 6' on 
one side 
of zero 
lot; 5' for 
agricultu
ral 
buildings 
with 
farm 
animals 

5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages; 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

5' except: 
10' for 
triplex, 
fourplex 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages; 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals 

5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages; 

5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages 

5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages; 
10' for 
multifamil
y; 20' next 
to R 4-8, 
or R 6-12 
district 10' 
- mobile 
home park 

5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
except 
garages 
shall meet 
Minimum 
Front Yard 
Setbacks; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 
20' next to 
R 4-8, R 
6-12 
district. 
10' - 
mobile 
home park 

5' 
except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 
6' on one 
side of 
zero lot; 

--- 5' except: 
10' along 
flanking 
streets; 6' 
on one 
side of 
zero lot; 3' 
for 
cottages; 
5' for 
agricultura
l buildings 
with farm 
animals; 
10' - 
mobile 
home park 

No 
minimum 
10' on 
Capitol 
House 
Block 

18.04.080(H) 
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TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
farm 
animal
s 

MAXIMUM 
BUILDING 
HEIGHT 

35' 35', 
except: 
16' for 
access
ory 
buildin
gs; 24’ 
for 
detache
d 
accesso
ry 
dwellin
g units 

40' 
except: 
16' for 
accessor
y 
building
s; 24’ for 
detached 
accessor
y 
dwelling 
units 

40' 
except: 
16' for 
accessor
y 
buildings
; 24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

35', 
except: 16' 
for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units; 25' 
for 
cottage; 
35' on 
sites 1 
acre or 
more, if 
setbacks 
equal or 
exceed 
building 
height 

35', 
except: 16' 
for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units; 25' 
for 
cottages 

45', 
except: 25' 
for 
cottage; 
16' for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

45', 
except: 25' 
for 
cottage; 
16' for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

35, 
except: 
16' for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units; 25' 
for cottage 

42' 
except: 
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

60' 
except:  
24’ for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

See 
18.04.0
80 (I); 
24’ for 
detached 
accessor
y 
dwelling 
units 

2 stories 
or 35' 
whichever 
is less, 
except: 16' 
for 
accessory 
buildings; 
24’ for 
detached  
accessory 
dwelling 
units; 25' 
for 
cottages 

42' or as 
shown 
on 
Figure 4-
5A & 
18.04.08
0 (3); 24’ 
for 
detached 
accessory 
dwelling 
units 

18.04.080(I) 

MAXIMUM 
BUILDING 
COVERAGE 

45% = 
lots of 
10,000 
SF; 
25%=lot
s of 
10,001 
SF to 1 
acre; 
6%=1.0
1 acre or 
more 

35% 
60% = 
townho
uses 

6%; 
increase
d to 
18% if 
associat
ed with 
drainage 
dispersa
l tract of 
at least 
65% in 
the 

Refer to 
Maximu
m 
Coverag
e below 

45% = .25 
acre or 
less 40% 
= .26 
acres or 
more 60% 
= 
townhouse
s 

55% = .25 
acre or 
less 40% 
= .26 
acres or 
more 60% 
= 
townhouse
s 

45% 50% 50% 55% 85% 85% 45% = .25 
acres or 
less 30% 
= .26 to 1 
acre 25% 
= 1.01 to 
3 acres 
20% = 
3.01 acres 
or more 

85% 
except 
for 
stoops, 
porches 
or 
balconies 
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TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
same 
subdivisi
on plat. 

MAXIMUM 
ABOVE-
GRADE 
STORIES 

  2 
stories 

3 stories 3 stories 2 stories 2 stories, 
3 stories = 
triplex, 
fourplex 

4 stories 4 stories 3 stories 3 stories 5 stories     5 stories   

MAXIMUM 
IMPERVIOU
S SURFACE 
COVERAGE 

45% or 
10,000sf 
(whichev
er is 
greater) 
= lots 
less than 
4 acres; 
6%=4.1 
acre or 
more 

35% 
60% = 
Townh
ouses 

6%; 
increase
d to 
18% if 
associat
ed with 
drainage 
dispersa
l tract of 
at least 
65% in 
the 
same 
subdivisi
on plat. 

2,500 SF 
or 6% 
coverage 
whicheve
r is 
greater. 

45% = .25 
acre or 
less 
40% = .26 
acre or 
more 
60% = 
Townhous
es 

55% = .25 
acre or 
less 
40% = .26 
acres or 
more 
60% = 
Townhous
es 

65% 65% 65% 75% 85% 85% 65% = .25 
acre or 
less 
40% = .26 
to 1 acre 
35% = 
1.01 to 3 
acres 
25% = 
3.01 + 
acres 
70% = 
townhouse
s 

85% 
except 
for 
stoops, 
porches 
or 
balconies 

 18.04.080(k) 

MAXIMUM 
HARD 
SURFACE 

65% or 
10,000sf 
(whichev
er is 
greater) 
= lots 
less than 
4 acres; 
25%=4.
1 acre or 
more 

65% 
80% = 
Townh
ouses 

25% 55% or 
3,500sf 
(whichev
er is 
greater) 
=.25 
acre or 
less; 
25% or 
6,000sf 
(whichev
er is 
greater) 

65% = .25 
acre or 
less 
70% = .26 
acre or 
more 
80% = 
Townhous
es 

65% = .25 
acre or 
less 
70% = .26 
acre or 
more 
80% = 
Townhous
es 

75% 75% 75% 80% 90% 90% 85% = .25 
acre or 
less 
60% = .26 
to 1 acre 
55% = 
1.01 to 3 
acres 
25% = 
3.01+ 
acres 
90% = 
townhouse

95%   18.04.080(k) 
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TABLE 4.04 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

DISTRICT R1/5 R4 R-4CB RLI R 4-8 R 6-12 MR 7-13 MR 10-
18 RM-18 RM-24 RMH RMU MHP UR ADDITIONAL 

REGULATIONS 
= .26 
acre or 
more. 

s 

MINIMUM 
OPEN 
SPACE 

220 tree 
units per 
acre 
required 

  65% 
drainage 
dispersa
l area 
may be 
required
; it may 
double 
as tree 
tract or 
critical 
areas 
buffer. 

  450 
SF/unit for 
cottage 
developme
nts 

450 
SF/unit for 
cottage 
developme
nts 

25% for 
multifamily 
450 
SF/unit for 
cottage 
developme
nts 

25% for 
multifamily 
450 
SF/unit for 
cottage 
developme
nts 

25% for 
multifamil
y; 
500 
SF/space 
for mobile 
home park 

20% for 
multifamil
y; 500 
SF/space 
for mobile 
home park 

10% for 
multifami
ly 

10% for 
multifa
mily; 
500 
SF/spac
e for 
mobile 
home 
park 

450 
SF/unit for 
cottage 
developme
nts 
500 
SF/space 
for mobile 
home park 

15% 
may 
include 
stoops, 
porches 
or 
balcony 
areas 

18.04.080(J); for 
Courtyard 
Apartments see 
18.04.060(II) 
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Section 10. Amendment of OMC 18.04.080.A. Olympia Municipal Code Subsection 
18.04.080.A is hereby amended to read as follows: 

18.04.080 Residential districts’ development standards  
 
Table 4.04 identifies the basic standards for development in each residential district contained in this chapter. 
The sections referenced in Table 4.04 refer to the list of additional regulations below. 
 
A.    Maximum Housing Densities. 

 
1.    Calculation of Maximum Density. 

 
a.    The maximum housing densities specified in Table 4.04 are based on the total area of the 
entire site, including associated and/or previously dedicated right-of-way, but not including 
streams, wetlands, landslide hazard areas, "important habitat areas," and "important riparian 
areas" and land to be dedicated or sold for public parks, schools or similar non-residential uses. 
 
b.    Convalescent homes. Convalescent homes and nursing homes containing dwelling units 
which rely on shared cooking/dining facilities shall count as one (1) dwelling unit for purposes 
of the maximum density calculation. Independent dwelling units (i.e., containing a bed, 
bathroom and a kitchen with a sink, stove, and refrigerator) in convalescent/nursing homes, 
however, shall be counted as individual dwelling units in the density calculation. The density for 
a site or parcel containing a convalescent/nursing home which is part of a larger project shall be 
calculated separately from other portions of the site under development (i.e., density shall not 
be transferred from a site occupied by a nursing home to another portion of the development). 

 
2.    Mixed Residential and Multifamily Districts. The maximum housing densities shown in Table 4.04 
refer to the maximum density of each project. Projects within multiple districts shall conform with the 
density for the portion in each district. 
 
3.    Accessory Dwelling Units. Accessory dwelling units built on infill lots subsequent to the initial 
occupancy of the primary residence on a lot are not subject to the maximum density limits specified 
in Table 4.04. In addition, accessory units built on a maximum of twenty (20) percent of a 
subdivision’s lots prior to the time the primary unit on the lot is initially sold are not subject to the 
maximum density limitations. 
 
4.    Density Bonuses. The maximum housing densities identified in Table 4.04 may be increased as 
follows, provided, however, that in the R 4-8 District, TDRs must be obtained (see Section 
18.04.080(A)(5)(b): 

 
a.    Restoration of Critical Areas. At the request of the applicant, the Hearing Examiner may 
grant a density bonus of up to twenty (20) percent for sites on which damaged or degraded 
wetlands or stream corridors (e.g., streams and stream banks within the outer limits of any 
required buffer) will be restored and maintained according to specifications approved by the 
City. Sites proposed for this density bonus shall be posted with a notice describing the proposal 
and opportunities for the public to comment. Property owners within three hundred (300) feet 
of the site shall be given notice of the proposal and fifteen (15) days to comment. Such notice 
may be done concurrently with any other notice required by this Code. Prior to taking action on 
a request for a density bonus, the Hearing Examiner shall consider the public’s comments, the 
expected public benefit that would be derived from such restoration, the probable net effect of 
the restoration and the increased density on the site, the relative cost of the restoration and the 
value of the increased density, and the potential impact of increased density on surrounding 
land uses, traffic, infrastructure, schools, and parks. The City may require the applicant to 
provide an estimate of the cost of the proposed restoration and other information as necessary 
to make this determination. This bonus does not apply to site features which were damaged in 
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the course of a current project (e.g., under an active permit) or as a result of an illegal or 
intentional action by the current property owner or their representative. 
 
b.    Cottage housing. Cottage housing projects shall receive a twenty (20) percent density  
bonus. 
 
c.    Townhouses. Townhouses shall receive a fifteen (15) percent density bonus in the R 4-8 
and R 6-12 districts. 
 
d.    Low income housing. A density bonus shall be granted for low income housing (see Section 
18.02.180, Definitions) at the rate of one (1) additional housing unit allowed for each unit of 
low income housing provided, up to a maximum of a twenty (20) percent bonus. 

 
The applicant shall submit to the Department a document approved by the City Attorney stating that 
the low income housing which is the basis for the density bonus shall remain for a period of at least 
twenty (20) years from the date the final inspection is conducted by the Building Official. This 
document shall be recorded, at the applicant’s expense, at the Thurston County Auditor’s Office as 
part of the chain of title of the affected parcels. 
 
5.    Transfer of Development Rights. Development Rights must be obtained from an eligible property 
owner in a Thurston County Transfer of Developments Rights Sending Zone in order to develop 
above seven (7) units per acre in an R 4-8 District. However, this requirement does not apply to 
density bonuses granted in accordance with Section 18.04.080(4). 
 
6.  City staff will review residential permitting in areas designated as Low Density Neighborhood in 
the adopted Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map on an annual basis to review the achieved 
density. If achieved density approaches or exceeds the density anticipated in the comprehensive plan, 
the city will make revisions as needed to maintain consistency between the Comprehensive Plan and 
development regulations. 

 
Section 11. Amendment of OMC 18.05.040, Table 5.01, Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 
18.05 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

TABLE 5.01 
PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL AND REQUIRED USES 

DISTRICT Neighborhood 
Center 

Neighborhood 
Village 

Urban 
Village 

Community 
Oriented 
Shopping 

Center 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

District-Wide Regulations         18.05.050 

1. RESIDENTIAL USES           

Accessory Dwelling Units P P P P 18.04.060(A) 

Apartments C R R R 18.05.060(D), 
18.05.050(E) 

Boarding Homes C P P P   

Congregate Care Facilities   P P P 18.05.050(E)(1)(c)(i) 

Cottage Housing   P P P 18.05.060(D), 
18.04.060(H) 

Duplexes   P P P 18.05.060(D) 

Duplexes on Corner Lots P P P P 18.04.060(HH) 

Group Homes with 6 or Fewer   P P P 18.04.060(K), 
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TABLE 5.01 
PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL AND REQUIRED USES 

DISTRICT Neighborhood 
Center 

Neighborhood 
Village 

Urban 
Village 

Community 
Oriented 
Shopping 

Center 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Clients 18.04.060(W) 

Group Homes with 7 or More 
Clients 

  C C C 18.04.060(K), 
18.04.060(W) 

Manufactured Homes P P P P 18.04.060(O) 

Nursing/Convalescent Homes   P P P 18.04.060(S) 

Residences Above Commercial 
Uses 

P P P P   

Single-Family Residences P R R R 18.05.060(D) 

Single Room Occupancy Units           

Townhouses P P P P 18.05.060(D), 18.64 

2. OFFICES           

Banks P P P P 18.05.060(A) 

Offices - Business P P P P   

Offices - Government P P P P   

Offices - Medical P P P P   

Veterinary Offices and Clinics C C C C   

3. RETAIL SALES           

Apparel and Accessory Stores P P P P   

Building Materials, Garden 
Supplies, and Farm Supplies 

P P P P Sites within high 
density corridors, see 

18.17.020 (B) 

Food Stores R R P P   

Furniture, Home Furnishings, 
and Appliances 

        Sites within high 
density corridors, see 

18.17.020 (B) 

General Merchandise Stores P P P P   

Grocery Stores P P R R 18.05.060(C) 

Office Supplies and Equipment           

Pharmacies and Medical Supply 
Stores 

P P P P   

Restaurants     P   18.05.060(a) & 
18.05A.095 

Restaurants, Without Drive-In 
or Drive-Through Service 

P P P P   

Specialty Stores P P P P   

4. SERVICES           

Health Fitness Centers and P P P P   
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TABLE 5.01 
PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL AND REQUIRED USES 

DISTRICT Neighborhood 
Center 

Neighborhood 
Village 

Urban 
Village 

Community 
Oriented 
Shopping 

Center 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Dance Studios 

Hotels/Motels           

Laundry and Laundry Pick-up 
Agency 

P P P P   

Personal Services P P P P   

Printing, Commercial     P P   

Radio/TV Studios           

Recycling Facility - Type I P P P P   

Servicing of Personal Apparel 
and Equipment 

P P P P   

5. ACCESSORY USES           

Accessory Structures P P P P 18.04.060(B) 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure P P P P 18.04.060(GG) 

Garage/Yard/Rummage or 
Other Outdoor Sales 

P P P P 5.24 

Satellite Earth Stations P P P P 18.44.100 

Residences Rented for Social 
Event, 7 times or more per 
year 

C C C C 18.04.060.DD 

6. RECREATIONAL USES           

Auditoriums and Places of 
Assembly 

          

Art Galleries           

Commercial Recreation           

Community Gardens P P P P   

Community Parks & 
Playgrounds 

P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(T) 

Health Fitness Centers and 
Dance Studios 

          

Libraries           

Museums           

Neighborhood Parks/Village 
Green/Plaza 

R R R R 18.04.060(T), 
18.05.080(N) 

Open Space - Public P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

Theaters (no Drive-Ins)           

Trails - Public P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

7. TEMPORARY USES           
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TABLE 5.01 
PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL AND REQUIRED USES 

DISTRICT Neighborhood 
Center 

Neighborhood 
Village 

Urban 
Village 

Community 
Oriented 
Shopping 

Center 

APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

Emergency Housing P P P P   

Mobile Vendors     P P   

Model Homes P P P P   

Parking Lot Sales     P P 18.06.060(Z) 

8. OTHER USES           

Agricultural Uses, Existing P P P P   

Animals/Pets P P P P 18.04.060(C) 

Child Day Care Centers P P R P 18.05.060(B), 
18.04.060(D) 

Community Clubhouses P P P P   

Conference Centers           

Crisis Intervention C C C C 18.04.060(I) 

Home Occupations (including 
adult day care, bed and 
breakfast houses, elder care 
homes, and family child care 
homes) 

P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Hospice Care C C C C 18.04.060(M) 

Non-Profit Physical Education 
Facilities 

C C C C   

Places of Worship C C C C 18.04.060(U) 

Public Facilities C C C C 18.04.060(V) 

Radio, Television, and other 
Communication Towers & 
Antennas 

C C C C 18.04.060(W), 
18.44.100 

Schools C C C C 18.04.060(DD) 

Sheltered Transit Stops R R R R 18.05.050(C)(4) 

Social Organizations           

Utility Facilities P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(X) 

Wireless Communications 
Facilities 

P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.44 

 
 
Section 12. Amendment of OMC 18.06.040, Table 6.01. Olympia Municipal Code Section 
18.06.040, Table 6.01, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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TABLE 6.01 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 
COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 
REGULATIONS 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)           18.130.020   

1. EATING & 
DRINKING 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

                            

Drinking 
Establishments 

    P   P P P   C 
18.06.060(P) 

  P P P   

Drinking 
Establishments - 
Existing 

  P 18.06.060(GG)       P                 

Restaurants, with 
drive-in or drive-
through 

    P 
18.06.060(F)(3) 

                  P 
18.06.060 

(F)(3) 

  

Restaurants, with 
drive-in or drive-
through, existing 

    P       P 18.06.060(U)         C P   

Restaurants, without 
drive-in or drive-
through 

P 
18.06.060(U)(3) 

C P P 
18.06.060(U)(2) 

P P P 18.06.060(U)(1) P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

2. INDUSTRIAL 
USES 

                            

Industry, Heavy                             

Industry, Light     C   P/C 18.06.060(N)                   

On-Site Treatment & 
Storage Facilities for 
Hazardous Waste 

        P 18.06.060(Q)                   

Piers, Wharves, 
Landings 

        P                   

Printing, Industrial     C   P/C 18.06.060(N)                   

Publishing   C C   P   P   C C         

Warehousing     P   P/C 
18.06.060(AA) 

  P               

Welding & Fabrication     C   P/C 18.06.060(N)   P               
Wholesale Sales   C 

18.06.060(BB)(3) 
P   P/C 18.06.060(BB)   P   P 18.06.060(BB)(2)       

Wholesale Products 
Incidental to Retail 
Business 

    P   P P           P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
3. OFFICE USES (See 
also SERVICES, 
HEALTH) 

                            

Banks   P P   P/C 
18.06.060(D)(2) 

P 
18.06.060(D)(2) 

P/C 
18.06.060(D)(2) 

P P P P P 
18.06.060(D)(1) 

P 
18.06.060 

(F)(3) 

  

Business Offices   P P   P P P P P P P P P   
Government Offices   P P   P P P P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

4. RECREATION AND 
CULTURE 

                            

Art Galleries P P P   P P P   P P P P P   
Auditoriums and Places 
of Assembly 

    P   P P P         P P   

Boat Clubs         P P                 

Boating Storage 
Facilities 

        P     P             

Commercial Recreation   C P   P P P P   C C P P   
Health Fitness Centers 
and Dance Studios 

P P 18.06.060(L) P P P P P P P P 18.06.060(L) P 18.06.060(L) P P   

Libraries C C C C P P P   P C P P P 18.04.060(V) 

Marinas/Boat 
Launching Facilities 

        P 18.06.060(CC) P                 

Museums   C P   P P P   P C C P P 18.04.060(V) 
Parks, Neighborhood P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

Parks & Playgrounds, 
Other 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(T) 

Theaters (Drive-in)     C                       
Theaters (No drive-ins)     P   P P P       C P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

5. RESIDENTIAL                             

Apartments   P P P P P P   P P P P P   
Apartments above 
ground floor in mixed 
use development 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Boarding Houses   P P P P P P   P P P P P   

Co-Housing   P P     P P     P P   P   

Collegiate Greek 
system residence, 

  C P P P P P   P C P P P   
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
dormitories 

Duplexes P P P P      P   P P P   P   
Duplexes on Corner 
Lots 

P P P P   P  P P P P P  18.04.060(HH) 

Group Homes (6 or 
less) 

P P P 18.06.060(K) P  P P P 18.06.060(K)   P P P P 18.06.060(K) P 
18.06.060 

(K) 

18.04.060(K) 

Group Homes (7 or 
more) 

C C C 18.06.060(K) C  C C C 18.06.060(K)   C C C C 18.06.060(K) P 
18.06.060 

(K) 

18.04.060(K) 

Mobile or Manufactured 
Homes Park - Existing 

  C C C           C     C 18.04.060(P) 

Quarters for Night 
Watch 
person/Caretaker 

        P P                 

Retirement Homes   P P P  P P P   P P P P P   

Single-Family 
Residences 

P P P P      P   P P P P P   

Single Room 
Occupancy Units 

    C   P P P   P       C   

Townhouses P P P P 18.06.060(T)   P P   P P P P P   
Triplexes, Four-plexes, 
and Cottage Housing 

  P                     P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

6. RETAIL SALES                             

Apparel and Accessory 
Stores 

    P   P P P         P P   

Boat Sales and Rentals     P   P P P P         P   

Building Materials, 
Garden and Farm 
Supplies 

P   P   P P P         P P   

Commercial 
Greenhouses, 
Nurseries, Bulb Farms 

C C 18.04.060(G) C C         C   P P   18.04.060(G) 

Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure 

P P P P P 18.06.060(W) P 18.06.060(W) P 18.06.060(W) P P P P P P   

Food Stores P P 18.06.060(H) P   P P P   P P 18.08.060(H) P P P   
Furniture, Home 
Furnishings, and 
Appliances 

    P   P P P       P P P   

Gasoline Dispensing 
Facilities accessory to a 

P 
18.06.060(W)(4) 

  P   P 18.06.060(W)   P 
18.06.060(W)(2) 

P       P 18.06.060(W) P 
18.06.060 
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
permitted use (W) 

Gasoline Dispensing 
Facility accessory to a 
permitted use - 
Existing 

P 18.06.060(W)   P   P 18.06.060(W)   P 18.06.060(W)       P P 18.06.060(W) P   

General Merchandise 
Stores 

P P 18.06.060(J) P   P P P     P 18.06.060(J) P P P   

Mobile, Manufactured, 
and Modular Housing 
Sales 

    P                       

Motor Vehicle Sales     P       P P         P   

Motor Vehicle Supply 
Stores 

    P   P P P P     P P P   

Office Supplies and 
Equipment 

  P 18.06.060(DD) P   P P P   P P 
18.06.060(DD) 

P P P 18.06.060(CC) 

Pharmacies and 
Medical Supply Stores 

P P 18.06.060(EE) P P P P P   P P 
18.06.060(EE) 

P P P 18.06.060(DD) 

Specialty Stores P 
18.06.060(Y)(3) 

P 18.06.060(Y)(4) P C 
18.06.060(Y)(2) 

P P P     P 
18.06.060(Y)(4) 

P P 
18.06.060(Y)(1) 

P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

7. SERVICES, 
HEALTH 

                            

Hospitals       P     P   P           

Nursing, Congregate 
Care, and 
Convalescence Homes 

C P C P     C   C C C P P 18.04.060(S) 

Offices, Medical   P P P P P P P P P P P P   

Veterinary 
Offices/Clinics 

  P P P     P     P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

8. SERVICES, 
LODGING 

                            

Bed & Breakfast 
Houses (1 guest room) 

P P 18.06.060(E) P 18.06.060(E) P 18.06.060(E) P P P     P P P P 18.04.060(L)(3)(c) 

Bed & Breakfast 
Houses (2 to 5 guest 
rooms) 

C P 18.06.060(E) P 18.06.060(E) P 18.06.060(E) P P P   C P P P P 18.04.060(L)(3)(c) 

Hotels/Motels     P C P   P   P       P   
Lodging Houses   P P P P   P   P P P P P   

Recreational Vehicle 
Parks 

    P                   P   
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

9. SERVICES, 
PERSONAL 

                            

Adult Day Care Home P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L)(3)(b) 

Child Day Care Centers C P P P P P P   P P C P P 18.04.060(D) 

Crisis Intervention C P C P     P   C P C C C 18.04.060(I) 

Family Child Care 
Homes 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 

Funeral Parlors and 
Mortuaries 

  C P       P     C   P P   

Laundries and Laundry 
Pick-up Agencies 

P P P P P P P     P P P 18.06.060(O) P   

Personal Services P P P P P P P P P P P P P   

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

10. SERVICES, 
MISCELLANEOUS 

                            

Auto Rental Agencies     P   P P P P     C P P   

Equipment Rental 
Services, Commercial 

    P   P   P       P P P   

Equipment Rental 
Services, Commercial - 
Existing 

  P 18.06.060(FF)                         

Ministorage     P       P               
Printing, Commercial P P P   P P P   P P P P P   

Public Facilities (see 
also Public Facilities, 
Essential on next page) 

C C C C P C P P P C C C C 18.04.060(V) 

Radio/T.V. Studios   P P   P P P   P P P P P   

Recycling Facilities P P P P P   P   P P P P P 18.06.060(V) 
School - Colleges and 
Business, Vocational or 
Trade Schools 

  C P   P P P   P C C C P 18.06.060(X) 

Service and Repair 
Shops 

    P       P P       P P   

Service Stations/Car 
Washes 

    P       P 18.06.060(W) P       P 18.06.060(W) P 
18.06.060 

(W) 

  

Service Stations/Car 
Washes - Existing 

    P   P 18.06.060(W)   P 18.06.060(W)       P P 18.06.060(W) P 
18.06.060 

(W) 
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
Servicing of Personal 
Apparel and Equipment 

P P P   P P P     P P P P   

Truck, Trailer, and 
Recreational Vehicle 
Rentals 

    P         P             

Workshops for Disabled 
People 

C C C C P C P   C C C C C 18.04.060(R) 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

11. PUBLIC 
FACILITIES, 
ESSENTIAL 

                            

Airports     C                   C 18.06.060(G) 

Inpatient Facilities   C C C 18.06.060(T) C   C   C C C P P 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(K) 

Jails     C   C   C   C       C 18.06.060(G) 

Mental Health Facilities     C C 18.06.060(T) C   C           C 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(K) 

Other Correctional 
Facilities 

  C C C 18.06.060(T) C C C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

Other facilities as 
designated by the 
Washington State 
Office of Financial 
Management, except 
prisons and solid waste 
handling facilities 

  C C   C   C     C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

Radio/TV and Other 
Communication Towers 
and Antennas 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.44.100 

Sewage Treatment 
Facilities 

C C C C P   P   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.04.060(X) 

State Education 
Facilities 

  C C   C   C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 
18.06.060(X) 

State or Regional 
Transportation 
Facilities 

C C C C C C C   C C C C C 18.06.060(G) 

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

12. TEMPORARY 
USES 

                            

Entertainment Events     P   P P P           P   

Off Site Contractor 
Offices 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.04.060(DD) 
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
Emergency Housing P P P P P     P P P P P P 18.04.060(DD) 

Emergency Housing 
Facilities 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.50 

Fireworks, as 
determined by Fire 
Dept. 

    P   P P P       P P P 9.48.160 

Mobile Sidewalk 
Vendors 

  P P P P P P     P P P P   

Parking Lot Sales     P   P P P P     P P P   

Residences Rented for 
Social Event (6 or less 
in 1 year) 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(DD) 

Residences Rented for 
Social Event (7 or more 
in 1 year) 

C C C C C C C   C C C C C   

Temporary Surface 
Parking Lot 

  P P   P P P   P           

District-Wide 
Regulations 

18.06.060(R)       18.06.060(F)(2) 18.06.060(HH) 18.06.060(F)(2)               

13. OTHER USES                             

Accessory 
Structures/Uses 

                            

Adult Oriented 
Businesses 

    P                   P 18.06.060(B) 

Agriculture P P P P         P P P P P   

Animals P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.06.060(C) 

Cemeteries C C C C         C C C   C   
Conference Center     P   P P P           P   

Gambling 
Establishments 

    C                       

Garage/Yard/Rummage 
and Other Outdoor 
Sales 

P P P P P P P   P P P P P 5.24 

Home Occupations P P P P P P P   P P P P P 18.04.060(L) 
Parking Facility, 
Commercial 

  P P   P P P 18.06.060(S)     P P P 18.06.060(S) P 18.04.060(V) 

Places of Worship C C P C P P P   C C C P P 18.04.060(U) 

Racing Pigeons C C C C         C C C C C 18.04.060(Y) 

Satellite Earth Stations P P P P P P P P P P P P P 18.44.100 
Schools C C P C C C C   C C C P P 18.04.060(DD) 

Social Organizations   P P   P P P   P/C P P P P   
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TABLE 6.01 
PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES 

COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT NR PO/RM GC MS UW UW-H DB AS CSH HDC-1 HDC-2 HDC-3 HDC-4 APPLICABLE 

REGULATIONS 
18.06.060(I) 

Utility Facility P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.04.060(X) 
Wireless 
Communications 
Facilities 

P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 18.44 
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Section 13. Amendment of OMC 18.38.100. Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.38.100 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

18.38.100 Vehicular and bicycle parking standards 
 
A.    Required Vehicular and Bicycle Parking. A minimum number of bicycle parking spaces are required as set 
forth in Table 38-01 below. The specific number of motor vehicle parking spaces set forth in Table 38-01 +/- 
ten percent (10%) shall be provided, unless varied pursuant to OMC 18.38.080 or other provision of this code. 
Any change in use which requires more parking shall install vehicular and bicycle facilities pursuant to Table 
38.01 and consistent with the location standards of OMC 18.38.220. 
 
B.    Building Area. All vehicle parking standards are based on the gross square feet of building area, unless 
otherwise noted. 
 
C.    Residential Exceptions. 

 
1.    New residential land uses in the Downtown Exempt Parking Area do not require motor vehicle 
parking. See OMC 18.38.160. 
 
2.    Residential land uses in the , CSH, RMH, RMU, and UR Districts require only one (1) vehicle 
parking space per unit. 
 
3.    Table 18.01 notwithstanding, senior (age 55 or 62 and over) multi-family housing requires three 
(3) motor vehicle parking spaces per four (4) units. This exception is at the discretion of the applicant 
and only applicable if an appropriate age-restriction covenant is recorded. 

 
D.    Reserved Area for Bicycle Spaces. Where specified in Table 38.01 below, an area shall be designated for 
possible conversion to bicycle parking. Such reserve areas must meet the location requirements of short-term 
parking and may not be areas where pervious surfaces or landscaping is required. A cover is not required for 
such areas. 
  

TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

COMMERCIAL 
Carpet and 
Furniture 
Showrooms 

One and one-quarter (1.25) space per 
one thousand (1000) sq. ft. of gross 
showroom floor area. Each store shall 
have a minimum of four (4) spaces. 

One per sixteen thousand 
(16,000) square feet of 
showroom floor area. Minimum 
of two (2). 

One per eight thousand 
(8,000) square feet of 
showroom floor area. 
Minimum of two (2). 

Child and Adult Day 
Care 

One (1) space for each staff member plus 
1 space for each ten (10) children/adults 
if adequate drop-off facilities are 
provided. Adequate drop-off facilities 
must allow a continuous flow of vehicles 
which can safely load and unload 
children/adults. Compliance with this 
requirement shall be determined by the 
review authority. 

    

Hotel and Motel  One (1) space for each room or suite and 
one (1) space per manager s unit. 
Hotel/motel banquet and meeting rooms 
shall provide six (6) spaces for each 
thousand (1000) square feet of seating 

One (1) per ten (10) rooms. 
Minimum of two (2). 

One (1) per thousand (1,000) 
square feet of banquet and 
meeting room space. 
Minimum of two (2). 
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TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

area. Restaurants are figured separately. 
Markets, Shopping 
Centers and Large 
Retail/Wholesale 
Outlets 

Less than 15,000 sq. ft = 3.5 spaces for 
each 1000 sq. ft. of gross floor areas. 
15,001 to 400,000 sq. ft = 4 spaces for 
each 1000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 
More than 400,001 sq. ft. = 4.5 spaces 
per 1000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 

One per six thousand (6,000) 
square feet. Maximum of five 
(5); minimum of one (1). 

One per three thousand 
(3,000) square feet. 
Maximum of ten (10) per 
tenant; minimum of two (2) 
within fifty (50) feet of each 
customer entrance. 

Medical and Dental 
Clinics 

Four (4) spaces per 1000 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area. 

One (1) per 10,000 square 
feet. Minimum of two (2). 

One (1) per 10,000 square 
feet, minimum of two (2) 
within fifty (50) feet of each 
customer entrance; plus an 
equal reserved area for 
adding spaces. 

Ministorage Three (3) spaces minimum or (1) space 
for every one hundred (100) storage 
units, and two (2) spaces for permanent 
on-site managers. 

None None 

Mixed Uses Shared parking standards shall be used to 
calculate needed parking. This calculation 
is based upon the gross leasable area 
(GLA) for each shop or business and does 
not include atriums, foyers, hallways, 
courts, maintenance areas, etc. See 
shared parking 18.38.180. 

See individual use standards. See individual use standards 

Mortuaries and 
Funeral Parlors 

One (1) space per seventy-five (75) 
square feet of assembly area or thirteen 
(13) stalls per 1000 sq. ft. 

One (1) Two (2) 

Offices, General  Gross floor area up to 2000 sq. ft = One 
(1) space for each 250 sq. ft. 
Gross floor area between 2001 to 7500 
sq. ft. = One (1) space for each 300 sq. 
ft. 
Gross floor area between 7501 to 40,000 
sq. ft. = One (1) space for each 350 sq. 
ft. 
Gross floor area of 40001 and greater = 
One (1) space for each 400 sq. ft. 

One (1) per ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet. Minimum 
of two (2). 

One (1) per ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet; plus an 
equal reserved area for 
adding spaces. Minimum of 
two (2). 

Offices, 
Government 

3.5 spaces per one thousand (1000) sq. 
ft. 

One (1) per five thousand 
(5,000) square feet. Minimum 
of two (2). 

One (1) per five thousand 
(5,000) square feet; minimum 
of two (2); plus an equal 
reserved area for adding 
spaces. 

Retail Uses Three and a half (3.5) spaces per one 
thousand (1000) sq. ft. 

One per six thousand (6,000) 
square feet. Maximum of five 
(5); minimum of one (1). 

One per three thousand 
(3,000) square feet. 
Maximum of ten (10) per 
tenant; minimum of two (2) 
within fifty (50) feet of each 
customer entrance. 
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TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Service Station 
(mini-marts are 
retail uses) 

Three and a half (3.5) spaces per one 
thousand (1000) sq. ft. g.f.a. or 1 space 
per 300 sq. ft. 

None. None 

Warehouse, 
Distribution 

1 space for each thousand (1000) sq. ft. 
or 1 space for each employee. 

One (1) per forty thousand 
(40,000) square feet or one 
(1) per forty (40) employees. 
Minimum of one (1). 

None. 

Warehouse Storage Gross Floor area of 0-10,000 sq. ft. = One 
(1) space for each one thousand (1000) 
sq. ft. 
Gross floor area between 10,001 – 20,000 
sq. ft. = ten (10) spaces plus .75 space 
for each additional one thousand (1000) 
sq. ft. beyond ten thousand (10,000) sq. 
ft. 
Over 20,000 sq. ft. = eighteen (18) 
spaces plus .50 for each additional 1000 
sq. ft. beyond 20,000 sq. ft., or 1 space 
for each employee. 

One (1) plus one (1) for each 
eighty thousand (80,000) 
square feet above sixty-four 
thousand (64,000) square 
feet; or one (1) per forty (40) 
employees. Minimum of one 
(1). 

None 

INDUSTRIAL  
Manufacturing One (1) for each two (2) employees on 

the largest shift, with a minimum of two 
(2) spaces. 

One (1) for each thirty (30) 
employees on largest shift. 
Minimum of two (2). 

One (1) for each thirty (30) 
employees on largest shift. 
Minimum of two (2). 

INSTITUTIONAL 
Beauty Salons/ 
Barber Shops, 
Laundromats/Dry 
Cleaners, and 
Personal Services 

  One per six thousand (6,000) 
square feet. Minimum of one 
(1). 

One per three thousand 
(3,000) square feet. Minimum 
of two (2). 

Educational 
Facilities (to include 
business, 
vocational, 
universities, and 
other school 
facilities). 

  One (1) per five (5) auto 
spaces. Minimum of two (2) 

One (1) per five (5) auto 
spaces. Minimum of four (4). 

Elementary and 
Middle School 

One (1) stall per twelve (12) students of 
design capacity. 

One (1) per classroom. Three (3) per classroom. 

Farmers Market   None One (1) per ten (10) auto 
stalls. Minimum of ten (10). 

High School One (1) space per classroom and office, 
plus one (1) space for each four (4) 
students that are normally enrolled and 
are of legal driving age. Public assembly 
areas, such as auditoriums, stadiums, etc. 
that are primary uses may be considered 
a separate use. 

One per five (5) classrooms, 
plus one (1) for each forty 
(40) students (may also 
require one (1) per four 
thousand five hundred (4,500) 
assembly seats). Minimum of 
two (2). 

One per five (5) classrooms, 
plus one (1) for each forty 
(40) students (may also 
require one (1) per four 
thousand five hundred 
(4,500) assembly seats). 
Minimum of four (4). 
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TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Hospitals, 
Sanitariums, 
Nursing Homes, 
Congregate Care, 
Rest Homes, 
Hospice Care Home 
and Mental Health 
Facilities. 

One (1) for each two (2) regular beds, 
plus one (1) stall for every two (2) regular 
employees on the largest shift. 

One (1) per thirty (30) beds, 
plus one (1) per thirty (30) 
employees on largest shift. 
Minimum of two (2). 

One (1) per thirty (30) beds, 
plus one (1) per thirty (30) 
employees on largest shift. 
Minimum of two (2). 

Libraries and 
Museums  

One (1) space per three hundred (300) 
square feet of public floor area or 3.3 
spaces per thousand (1000) sq. ft. Six (6) 
stalls either on-site or on-street directly 
adjacent to the property. The Director 
may allow pervious-type parking surfaces. 

One (1) per six thousand 
(6,000) square feet of public 
floor area. Minimum of two 
(2). 

One (1) per one thousand 
five hundred (1,500) square 
feet of public floor area. 
Minimum of four (4). 

Marinas   Minimum of four (4). One (1) per ten (10) auto 
stalls. Minimum of four (4). 

Other Facilities Not 
Listed 

  None One (1) per twenty-five (25) 
auto stalls. Minimum of two 
(2). 

Park-N-Ride Lots 
and Public (Parking) 
Garages 

  One (1) per fifteen (15) auto 
stalls Minimum of four (4) 

Two (2). 

Parks   None One (1) per five (5) auto 
stalls. Minimum of four (4). 

Transit Centers   Ten (10). Ten (10). 
PLACES OF ASSEMBLY 
Passenger Terminal 
Facilities 

One (1) space for each one hundred 
(100) square feet of public floor area or 
ten (10) spaces per thousand (1000) sq. 
ft. 

Minimum of ten (10) Minimum of ten (10) 

Place of Worship One (1) space per four (4) seats. When 
individual seats are not provided, one (1) 
space for each six (6) feet of bench or 
other seating. The Director may use a 
ratio of six (6) stalls/1000 sq. ft. of 
assembly area where seats or pews are 
not provided or when circumstances 
warrant increased parking; e.g., large 
regional congregations which attract a 
large congregation or one which has 
multiple functions. See shared parking. 
18.38.180 

One (1) per 10,000 square 
feet of gross floor area. 

One (1) per 160 seats or 240 
lineal feet of bench or other 
seating, and one (1) per 
6,000 square feet of 
assembly area without fixed 
seats. Minimum of four (4). 

Private Clubs or 
Lodges (does not 
include health clubs 
or retail warehouse) 

Six (6) spaces per thousand (1000) sq. ft. One (1) per 6,000 square feet. 
Minimum of one (1). 

One (1) per 6,000 square 
feet. Minimum of two (2). 
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TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Theater and 
Auditorium 

One (1) space for each four and a half 
(4.5) fixed seats. If the theater or 
auditorium is a component of a larger 
commercial development the above 
parking standard may be modified to 
account for shared parking as provided in 
Section 18.38.180 of this Code 

One (1) per 450 fixed seats. 
Minimum of one (1). 

One (1) per 110 fixed seats. 
Minimum of four (4). 

Theater and 
Auditorium without 
fixed seats 

One (1) space for each three (3) 
permitted occupants. Maximum building 
occupancy is determined by the Fire 
Marshal. 

One (1) per 300 permitted 
occupants. Minimum of one 
(1). 

One (1) per 75 permitted 
occupants. Minimum of four 
(4). 

RECREATION/AMUSEMENT  
Bowling Alleys Five (5) spaces for each alley. One (1) per twelve (12) alleys. 

Minimum of one (1). 
One (1) per four (4) alleys. 
Minimum of four (4). 

Health Club Four (4) spaces for each thousand (1000) 
sq. ft. 

One (1) per 5,000 square feet. 
Minimum one (1). 

One (1) per 2,500 square 
feet. Minimum of four (4). 

Skating Rinks and 
Other Commercial 
Recreation 

Five (5) spaces per thousand (1000) sq. 
ft. 

One (1) per 8,000 square feet. 
Minimum of one (1). 

One (1) per 4,000 square 
feet. Minimum of four (4). 

RESIDENTIAL 
Accessory Dwelling 
Unit 

One (1) space per unitNone None None 

Bed and Breakfast One (1) space in addition to space(s) 
required for the residential unit. 

One (1) per ten (10) rooms. 
Minimum of one (1). 

None 

Community Club 
Houses 

  None One (1) per ten (10) auto 
stalls. Minimum of two (2). 

Cottage Housing One (1) space per unit or 1.5 space per 
unit if on-street parking is not available 
along street frontage (One (1) space per 
twenty (20) linear feet). 

One per five (5) units, or one 
(1) per three (3) units if no 
on-street parking. Minimum of 
two (2). 

One per ten (10) units, or 
one (1) per six (6) units if no 
on-street parking. Minimum 
of two (2). 

Elder Care Home  One (1) space in addition to space(s) 
required for the residential unit. 

Minimum of two (2). Minimum of two (2). 

Fraternities, 
Sororities and 
Dormitories 

One (1) space for every three (3) beds, 
plus one (1) space for the manager. 

One per fourteen (14) beds. 
Minimum of two (2). 

Ten (10) per dormitory, 
fraternity or sorority building. 

Group Home One (1) space for each staff member plus 
one (1) space for every five (5) residents. 
Additionally, one (1) space shall be 
provided for each vehicle used in 
connection with the facility. 

One (1) per ten (10) staff 
members plus one (1) per 
thirty (30) residents. Minimum 
of one (1). Additional spaces 
may be required for 
conditional uses. 

None 

Home Occupations None, except as specifically provided in 
this table. 

None None 

Mobile Home Park Two (2) spaces per lot or unit, whichever None None 
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TABLE 38.01  

Use Required Motor Vehicle Parking 
Spaces 

Minimum Required Long-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

Minimum Required Short-
Term Bicycle Spaces 

is greater. If recreation facilities are 
provided, one (1) space per ten (10) units 
or lots. 

Triplex, when in a 
zoning district with 
a maximum density 
of twelve units per 
acre or less 

Five (5) spaces. None None 

Multifamily 
Dwellings 

Three or more units shall provide one and 
one-half (1.5) off-street parking spaces 
per dwelling unit. Multifamily dwelling 
units located on HDC-4 properties, where 
the new project provides for the 
development of replacement dwelling 
units in a development agreement, and 
the project site is all or part of an area of 
40 acres or more that was in contiguous 
ownership in 2009, are exempt from the 
parking requirements of this section. If 
parking is voluntarily provided by the 
property owner, then the Director shall 
permit such parking to be shared with 
parking provided for non-residential 
development on the property. 

One (1) storage space per unit 
that is large enough for a 
bicycle. 

One (1) per ten (10) units. 
Minimum of two (2) per 
building. 

Single Family to 
include Duplex and 
Townhouse. 

Two (2) spaces per unit. Note: parking 
spaces may be placed in tandem (behind 
the other). DB, CSH and RMH zone 
districts require one (1) space/unit. 

None None 

Studio Apartments. Apartments with one (1) room enclosing 
all activities shall provide one (1) off-
street parking space per dwelling unit 

None One (1) per ten (10) units. 
Minimum of two (2) per 
building. 

RESTAURANT 
Cafes, Bars and 
other drinking and 
eating 
establishments. 

Ten (10) spaces per thousand (1000) sq. 
ft. 

One per 2,000 square feet; 
minimum of one (1). 

One per 1,000 square feet; 
minimum of one (1). 

Car Hop One (1) for each fifteen (15) square feet 
of gross floor area. 

One per 300 square feet; 
minimum of one (1). 

One per 150 square feet; 
minimum of one (1). 

Fast Food Ten (10) spaces per thousand (1000) 
square feet plus one (1) lane for each 
drive-up window with stacking space for 
six (6) vehicles before the menu board. 

One per 2,000 square feet; 
minimum of one (1). 

One per 1,000 square feet; 
minimum of one (1).  
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Section 14.  Findings of Fact. The City Council deems the recitals stated above to be legislative 
findings of fact and are incorporated by this reference as thought fully set forth herein. 
 
Section 15. Olympia Municipal Code.  Copies of the Olympia Municipal Code are and shall be retained 
on file with the office of the City Clerk.  
 
Section 16.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make 
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 
 
Section 17. Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or application of the provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected. 
 
Section 18. Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 19.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as 
provided by law. 
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Updated 11.24.2020 
 

Housing Options – Outreach Summary 

 
CNA = Council of Neighborhoods Association 
HOCA = Housing Options Code Amendments 
LUEC = Land Use and Environment Committee 
 

OPC = Olympia Planning Commission 
POR = Parties of Record 
RNA = Recognized Neighborhood Associations 

2019 
Dec 2 – OPC Meeting, Inform of Referral 
 
2020 
January 
13 – CNA, Share Handouts 
24 – Project Webpage Created 
27 – Email “Missing Middle” PORs 
27 – OPC Briefing 
29 – Email PORs 
29 – E-Newsletter #1 Issued 
30 – Notice of Proposal routed to RNAs 
31 – Notice of Proposal Published in The Olympian 
 
February 
6 – Info Session #1 
11 – Update on Process to City Council  
12 – E-Newsletter #2 Issued 
12 – Info Session #2 
18 – E-Newsletter #3 Issued 
18 – Email PORs 
20 – CNA Special Meeting 
24 – OPC Briefing 
25 – Email Rental Housing PORs 
25 – Email Homeless Response Plan PORs 
25 – Email PORs 
 
March 
2 – E-Newsletter #4 Issued 
6 – Staff Recommendations Issued 
12 – Email PORs 
16 – OPC Briefing – CANCELLED (COVID) 
23 – Open House – CANCELLED (COVID) 
26 – LUEC Briefing – CANCELLED (COVID) 
 
April 
13 – Virtual Open House Begins (Two narrated 
presentations posted online, comment period) 
14 – E-Newsletter #5 Issued 
15 - Email PORs 
16 - LUEC Briefing 

May 
11 - CNA Meeting Update 
11 – Email HOCA PORs 
12 – Email RNAs 
12 – 3rd Narrated Presentation Posted to Web 
18 – OPC Briefing (Staff Recommendations) 
 
June 
9 – Email HOCA PORs 
15 – OPC Briefing (Design Review) 
 
July 
20 – OPC Briefing (Public Comment Themes) 
 
September 
9 – Public Hearing information posted (Web) 
11 – Public Hearing Notice Mailed to RNAs, PORs 
11 – E-Newsletter #6 Issued (PH Notice) 
11 – Public Hearing Notice published in The 
Olympian 
23 – OPC Public Hearing 
24 – Email PORs (comment period open until 9/30) 
30 – Written Comment Period Ends 
 
October 
5 – OPC Deliberations 
19 – OPC Deliberations 
 
November 
2 – OPC Recommendation Issued 
18 – Eastside Neighborhood Association Mtg 
19 – Land Use & Environment Committee 
 
December  
8 – City Council 
 



Olympia Planning Commission 

 
November 2, 2020 
 
Olympia City Council  
PO Box 1967    
Olympia, WA 98507  
  
Dear Mayor Selby and City Councilmembers: 
  
The Olympia Planning Commission (OPC) is pleased to provide its recommendation on the Housing 
Options Code Amendments related to the Council Referral to the Planning Commission (2019-0036).  
 
The OPC conducted a public hearing on September 23, 2020 and considered several pages of written 
public comments as well as comments received at the public hearing and earlier public meetings.  Our 
review focused on the following issues: 
 

• The three options to increase residential building capacity identified by the Council in its referral 
for consideration, pursuant to 2019’s House Bill 1923. These options are specific to Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs); duplexes on corner lots; and considerations for duplexes, triplexes, and 
courtyard apartments. 

• Review the recommendations for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. 
• Balancing various Goals and Policies within the Comprehensive Plan 
• Modifications to the housing types under consideration, as adopted in 2020’s House Bill 2343, 

which affected the ADU and duplex/triplex/courtyard apartment options. 
 
The Commission supports approval of the staff recommendations proposed, with the following 
modifications: 
 

1. Increase the maximum size of ADUs to 850 square feet.  The increase in size is proposed in order 
to align with the size allowed by the City of Lacey and to help in the sharing of pre-approved ADU 
plans between the Cities of Olympia, Lacey, and Tumwater. 

2. During its deliberations, the Planning Commission noticed differences in the way the term 
multifamily is used.  The Commission recommends the City review its use of the term multifamily 
and make changes, if necessary, to the Unified Development Code (OMC Title 18).  

3. In addition to the R6-12 zone as recommended by staff, the Commission recommends allowing 
triplexes in the R4-8 Zoning District. 

4. Allow fourplexes in the R 4-8 and R 6-12 zones. 
5. Allow sixplexes in the R 6-12 zone. 
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Given the numerous recommendations and perspectives of each Commissioner, it should be noted 
that there was not always consensus on each proposed amendment. To provide the Council with a 
more complete summary of its deliberation topics, a copy of the Commission’s review worksheet is 
attached. 

The Commission would like to thank the City Council for its patience during its review.  This 
included months of public meetings, conducting the public hearing, and Commission deliberations 
over three meetings.  There were several issues to be discussed and worked through before 
reaching this recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

Candi Millar, CHAIR  Paula Ehlers, VICE-CHAIR 
Olympia Planning Commission Olympia Planning Commission 

cc: Leonard Bauer, FAICP, Director of Community Planning and Development 
Cari Hornbein, AICP, Senior Planner, Staff Liaison to the Planning Commission, Olympia CPD 
Joyce Phillips, AICP, Senior Planner, Staff Lead, Olympia CPD 
CPD file #20-0994 

Paula Ehlers



 

 
October 5, 2020; 

Updated October 19, 2020; 
Updated November 2, 2020 

Planning Commission Deliberations 
Review & Comment Worksheet 

 
The City Council referred three housing options to the Planning Commission for review and consideration.  
Further, the Council tasked the Commission to develop an ordinance that would implement at least two of the 
three options.  Staff recommendations and public comments were considered at the public hearing held on 
September 23, 2020, with additional written comments allowed through September 30, 2020. 
 
HOUSING OPTION #1:  ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
HB 1923 (Summarized, all one option): Authorize attached accessory dwelling units on all parcels containing 
single-family homes…. Qualifying city ordinances or regulations may not provide for on-site parking 
requirements, owner occupancy requirements, or square footage limitations below one thousand square feet 
for the ADU...To allow local flexibility, other than these factors, accessory dwelling units may be subject to such 
regulations, conditions, procedures, and limitations as determined by the local legislative authority, and must 
follow all applicable state and federal laws and local ordinances. 
 
HB 2343 (Summarized, separate options): 
• Authorize accessory dwelling units in one or more zoning districts in which they are currently prohibited.  
• Remove minimum residential parking requirements related to accessory dwelling units. 
• Remove owner occupancy requirements related to accessory dwelling units. 
• Adopt new square footage requirements related to accessory dwelling units that are less restrictive than 

existing square footage requirements related to accessory dwelling units. 
 

Proposed 
Revision 

Req’d in 
1923 
option? 

Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

Eliminate 
parking 
requirement 

Yes x   Commissioner Adams is opposed – streets are congested with on street 
parking (emergency vehicles). Commissioner Sauerhoff acknowledges 
complexity of the issue, varies across neighborhoods. Commissioner 
Richmond supports (transit, affordability factor). Commissioner 
Cunningham – this is a minimum requirement, some may include it 
(scenarios can vary, costs). Chair Millar – dissenting opinion on this 
topic in Missing Middle process (primary house should have 2 spaces) – 
support as long as that occurs.  Commissioner Ehlers concurs with 
Chair Millar. Commissioner Azegami supports. Commissioner Burns – 
safety is an issue (consider in R 6-12). Commissioner Huynh supports 
removal of this requirement.  

Eliminate 
requirement 
for owner to 
live onsite 

Yes  x   Commissioner Richmond struggles with removal of this 
requirement – institutional investors, especially from out of 
town (is there any data to address these concerns?) but agree it 
is a barrier for non-profits. Commissioner Adams – too difficult 
to manage. Commissioner Huynh – shares C Richmond’s 
concerns but supports this change to help eliminate barriers. 
Commissioner Azegami believes this is a barrier for some (such 
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as non-profits). Commissioner Sauerhoff shared outside investor 
concerns but is in favor of removing this provision. 
Commissioner Cunningham supports removal of this provision 
(ADUs won’t change the outside investor situation/issues). 
Commissioner Ehlers supports removal of this provision. 
Commissioner Millar supports removal of this provision (we 
need more housing units).  

Allow any 
ADU to be up 
to 800 sq. ft. 
regardless of 
primary 
house size. 

HB 1923 
= 1,000 
sq. ft. 
 
Modified 
by HB 
2343. 

x  
(at 
850 
sq. 
ft.) 

  Commissioner Adams – support cities having shared ADU sizes. 
Commissioners Ehlers, Millar, Huynh, Cunningham (850 or 
1,000), and Azegami support 850 sq ft (to match Lacey). 
Commissioner Sauerhoff supports 850… 
Commissioner Azegami is interested in going up to 1,000 sq ft. 
At least 850 but up to 1,000 sq ft – size of lot?  
Commissioner Burns supports consistency. 
Majority supports 850 sq. ft. 

Increase 
max. height 
for detached 
ADUs (16’ to 
24’). If 
attached, 
max. height 
is still 35’. 

No x   Support. Still concerned about solar access and shading. 

Clarify ADU 
could be 
attached to 
another 
Accessory 
Structure, 
each at max. 
size allowed. 

No x   Support. 

 
Straw Poll: OPC general support to accept staff recommendation for ADUs – with the maximum ADU size 
being increased to 850 square feet. 
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HOUSING OPTION #2: DUPLEXES ON CORNER LOTS 
 
HB 1923: “Authorize a duplex on each corner lot within all zoning districts that permit single-family residences” 
 

Proposed Revision Req’d to 
implement 
1923 Option 

Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

Allow duplexes on corner lots 
in all zones that permit single 
family residences 

Yes x   R 1/5 zone – Duplexes may reduce the 
conservation value. 
 

 
Straw Poll: Support. 
 
HOUSING OPTION #3: DUPLEXES, TRIPLEXES, AND COURTYARD APARTMENTS 
 
HB 1923: Authorize at least one duplex, triplex, or courtyard apartment on each parcel in one or more zoning 
districts that permit single-family residences unless a city documents a specific infrastructure or physical 
constraint that would make this requirement unfeasible for a particular parcel. 
 
HB 2343: Revised language to add quadplexes, sixplexes, stacked flats, and townhouses to the housing types 
listed above. 
 
To implement Option #3, the Commission’s recommendation should address which of these housing types are 
appropriate for which zoning districts. Zoning map provided on last page. 
 
DUPLEXES 
 

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

DUPLEXES 
Allow new duplexes 
in the R4 zone 

x   Oct 5 Comments: 
Commissioner Burns – not opposed to concept but still have 
some concerns about this option 3.  Comp plan language (some 
single family areas only). PL 16.11 contradiction? Is a comp plan 
amendment needed? 
Commissioner Azegami - there are a lot of provisions in the plan 
we are still working to implement (neighborhood centers, etc). 
Commissioner Richmond – appreciate T Burns comments but also 
support these recommendations.   
Commissioner Huynh supports. 
Commissioner Cunningham – other Comp Plan language 
supports. 
Commissioner Azegami – several policies to consider, balancing. 
Oct 19 Comments: 
Burns is opposed – concerns about process & where we came 
from. Still have to make the decision that these 

Allow new duplexes 
in the R 4-8 zone  

x   

In the R6-12 zone, 
modify lot size 
standards to allow 
“on each parcel”  

x   
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recommendations are consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
This option #3 is similar to Missing Middle. What other avenues 
are there to address this? Do we need a comprehensive plan 
amendment? Plain meaning of the word multifamily. 
Richmond agrees – question about lot size in R 6-12. 
Cunningham & Ehlers – recommend reducing parking 
requirements.  Millar – we do need to look at parking and how to 
encourage non-motorized uses. 
Richmond – agree to consider addressing parking issues in a 
separate process.  Would like to see these parking spaces as 
maximums rather than minimums.   
Millar – feeling conflict (consider duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, 
and sixplexes) between what is “multifamily.” Feel like the Comp 
Plan should be looked at again as far as what multifamily means.   
Burns: MRSC glossary for multifamily says two or more. Fix the 
issue. Don’t see this as a legal issue.  At least signal the issue to 
the City Council in the recommendation letter. 

 
Straw Poll: Move forward but include in the letter the issue around the term of Multifamily and suggest a 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment: Burns. DOES NOT PASS. 
 
Straw Poll: Approve, suggest adding a definition of multifamily in OMC, we don’t really need a comprehensive 
plan amendment: PASS (unanimous). 

TRIPLEXES  

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

TRIPLEXES 
In the R 6-12 zone, modify lot size standards 
to allow “on each parcel” 

x   Same concerns as above. 

Limit to two stories x   Support. 
Clarify: 5 parking spaces are required x   No opposition (although concerns 

about car dependency). 
 
Straw Poll: Support. 
 
 

Should triplexes be allowed in any other low density zones not included in the staff recommendations? 
(Already allowed in Residential Low Impact, RLI) 

 Yes No  Unsure Comments 
Residential 1 
unit/5 acres 
(R1/5) 

 x  Millar – concerns, conservation values.  
Richmond – agree about the value but it is developable in the City/UGA. 
Sauerhoff – pressure to help on a farm, a triplex could help (could have less 
impact than three separate units). 
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Ehlers – More dense housing type.  R 6-12 fine, 4-8 probably okay too.  
Don’t really need to go into the other zones. 
Sauerhoff – Concerns about options to support more housing while 
maintaining a farm. 
Cunningham – Could have a 7,000 square foot home but can’t have a 3,000 
square foot triplex?  (Correct). 

Straw Poll: Approval?  (two support, three if you could tie it to a farming purposes). DOES NOT PASS. 
Res. – 4 units 
per acre (R4) 

 x  Ehlers – More dense housing type.  R 6-12 fine, 4-8 probably okay too.  
Don’t really need to go into the other zones. 

Straw Poll: Approval?  Two support.  DOES NOT PASS. 
Res. - 4 units 
per acre, 
Chambers 
Basin (R4CB) 

 x  Ehlers – More dense housing type.  R 6-12 fine, 4-8 probably okay too.  
Don’t really need to go into the other zones. 

Straw Poll: Approval?  Two support.  DOES NOT PASS. 
Res 4-8 units/ 
acre (R4-8) 

x   Ehlers – More dense housing type.  R 6-12 fine, 4-8 probably okay too.  
Don’t really need to go into the other zones. 

Straw Poll: Anyone Opposed? Two opposed. DOES NOT PASS. 
Straw Poll: Support? Four support. PASS. 

 
Richmond – Would like people to keep Neighborhood Centers in mind.  There are 17 dispersed across the UGA. 
 
COURTYARD APARTMENTS 
 

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

COURTYARD APARTMENTS 
In the R 6-12 zone, modify 
lot size standards to  allow 
“on each parcel” 

X    Cunningham supports. Adams, Huynh, Richmond, Millar 
and Ehlers support. 

Limit to two stories X (5) (2)  Cunningham would not require this but would recommend. 
Millar supports. 

Require shared open 
space 

X (4) (3)  Cunningham & Huynh would not require this but would 
recommend instead. Adams supports, need vegetation and 
main floor bedrooms. Sauerhoff & Huynh supports 
definition.  Richmond supports. Millar – courtyard 
apartments have character of shared open space; support. 
All support the idea of having shared open space but some 
Commissioners would not necessarily require it. 

Require direct access of 
ground floor units to 
shared courtyard 

X (4) (3)  Cunningham would not require this but would recommend. 
Huynh – require for some but not all. Richmond & Millar 
support. 

Require private open 
space 

X (4) (3)  Cunningham & Huynh would not require this but would 
recommend. Richmond & Millar support. 
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Concerns expressed that open space requirements for Courtyard Apartments may restrict the ability to provide 
more housing units. Support for diversity of housing types. 
 
Straw Poll: Support for staff recommendations: Unanimous. 
 

Should Courtyard Apartments be allowed in any other low density zones not included in the staff 
recommendations? (Already allowed in Residential Low Impact, RLI) 
 Yes No Unsure Comments 
Residential 1 
unit/5 acres 
(R1/5) 

(2) X 
(5) 

 Millar, Richmond, Ehlers & Adams do not support. 

Straw Poll: Do not recommend. 
Residential – 4 
units/acre (R4) 

(2) X 
(5) 

 Millar, Richmond, Ehlers & Adams do not support. 

Straw Poll: Do not recommend. 
Res.-4 units 
per acre, 
Chambers 
Basin (R4CB) 

(1) X 
(6) 

 Millar, Richmond, Ehlers & Adams do not support. 

Straw Poll: Do not recommend. 
Res. 4-8 units 
per acre (R4-8) 

(3) X 
(4) 

 Millar, Richmond, Ehlers & Adams do not support. 

Straw Poll: Do not recommend. 
 
Overall Straw Poll: Do not recommend allowing Courtyard Apartments in the R 1/5, R-4, R-4CB, or R 4-8 zones. 

OTHER HOUSING TYPES ADDED BY HOUSE BILL 2343* 

*If the Planning Commission recommends adding any of these housing types, staff suggests limiting to two stories in all low 
density neighborhood zoning districts. 
 

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

FOURPLEXES 
Should fourplexes be allowed     Support allowing fourplexes in the R 6-12 zone. Ehlers did 

not support this in any of these zones. Huynh supports 
variety of housing types. Millar supports in R 4-8 and R 6-
12, the allowed densities in these zones could support 
fourplexes. Richmond would support if neighborhood has 
more of a grid layout. 

If yes, in which zones?  
R1/5; Yes – 1, No – 6. R4; Yes – 1, No – 6. R4CB; Yes – 1, No – 6. R 4-8; Yes – 4, No – 3. R 6-12 Yes – 6, No - 1 

 
Straw Poll: Support allowing fourplexes in the R 4-8 and R 6-12 zones. 
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Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

SIXPLEXES 
Should sixplexes be allowed     
If yes, in which zones?  
R1/5; Yes – 1, No – 6  
R4; Yes – 1, No – 6  
R4CB; Yes – 1, No – 6  
R 4-8; Yes – 1, No – 6  
R 6-12: Yes – 4, No – 3  

 
Straw Poll: Allow sixplexes in the R 6-12 zone. 
 

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

STACKED FLATS 
Should stacked flats be allowed (0) (7)  Ehlers – this was not really discussed through the 

process. Not comfortable supporting this or sixplexes. 
Huynh – no clear definition, not as well understood 
as to what it means. 
Adams – don’t support voting on this without a 
definition of what it is. 

If yes, should they be defined?  
If yes, in which zones?  
R1/5;  
R4;  
R4CB;  
R 4-8;  
R 6-12 

 
Straw Poll: No support for allowing stacked flats in the low density residential zones without a definition of 
what stacked flats are. 
 
CONSISTENCY 

Proposed Revision Yes No Not 
Sure 

Comments 

CONSISTENCY 
Include the draft language requiring the City 
to annually monitor density in the low 
density neighborhood zones  

X (6) (1)  Cunningham did not support. Huynh – 
the data could be helpful for looking at 
trends and any inconsistencies too.  
Millar – agree that it is worth it to 
review for conisitency and be 
transparent.   

 
Straw Poll: Support including consistency provision. 
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We support the package of housing options recommended by the Olympia Planning 
Commission with two exceptions:  
 

(1) Allowing 4-plexes in Zones R4-8, and 
(2) Allowing 6-plexes in Zones R6-12. 

 
The principal reason for this dissent is that these two options had very little, if any, review by 
the “Missing Middle Advisory Group” that met for 6 months in 2017, nor has either option been 
meaningfully discussed by the present Planning Commission.   
 
At the conclusion of those discussions with the Advisory Group, it was our sense that there was 
general support for efforts to encourage the addition of ADUs and duplexes in “low density 
neighborhoods” – a category that includes five separate zoning districts. It was only after draft 
regulations were released that included 4-plexes in these neighborhoods that significant public 
opposition to “missing middle” housing materialized. We believe these two options need more 
review before authorizing their development across low-density neighborhoods at this time. 
 
Thank you for considering our comments. 
 
Paula Ehlers, Vice-Chair    Carole Richmond, Commissioner 
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Housing Code Amendments

What's happening?

The City plans for where and how Olympia will grow and what is needed to serve that growth (parks, open spaces,
infrastructure, streets, public services, etc.) under the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA). The
GMA was amended in 2019 and again in 2020 to encourage cities to take steps to increase residential building
capacity in urban growth areas. The updated GMA (RCW 36.70A.600 ) provides a list of options to do so.

After reviewing the options, the City Council identified three options that appear to be appropriate for the Olympia.
The Council directed the Planning Commission to draft an ordinance to implement two or three of the identified
options. Learn more about each below.

The Public Hearing for the proposed Housing Options Code Amendments took place September 23, 2020. The
Planning Commission issued its recommendation letter at their Nov. 2 meeting.

View the Planning Commission recommendation letter to City Council
Planning Commission recommendations summary

The Planning Commission recommendation will be considered by the Council’s Land Use and Environment
Committee at its meeting on November 19, 2020.  It is anticipated the full Council will consider these amendments
at its meeting on December 8, 2020.

Proposed housing options code amendments

 Implementation Options & Staff Recommendations

 Presentation 1: The options

 Presentation 2: Staff recommendations

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.600
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HousingCode-OPC-Rec.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HousingCode-OPC-Rec-Summary.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Implementation-Options-Staff-Recommendations.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Presentation1-TheOptions.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Presentation2-StaffRecommendations.pdf?la=en
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 Presentation 3: Revised ADU staff recommendations

 View Frequently Asked Questions

Public comments

Public comments about the proposed code amendments were accepted from January until Sept. 30, 2020.

Comments received through 2/24/20
Comments received 2/25/20-5/18/20
Comments received 5/19/20-6/15/20
Comments received 6/16/20-7/20/20
Comments received 7/21/20-9/23/20
Comments received 9/24/20-9/30/20
Staff responses to comment themes

Stay Informed

Subscribe to Planning & Development E-News
Email us to be a party of record for these zoning amendments
Download the complete Public Participation Plan

SEPA DNS

The City has issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the proposed code amendments.

View SEPA Checklist
View SEPA comments

http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Presentation2-StaffRecommendations.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Presentation3-RevisedADU.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-FAQ.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HCCommentsthrough22420.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HCComments2242051820.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HCComments5192061520.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HCComments6162072020.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Comments72120-92320.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HCComments92420-93020.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HC-Staff-Comment-Responses.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/news-and-faq-s.aspx
mailto:housingoptions@ci.olympia.wa.us
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/Housing-Code-Public-Participation-Plan.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HousingCode-SEPA-DNS.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/HOCA-SEPA-Checklist.pdf?la=en
http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/Housing-Code-SEPA-Comments.pdf?la=en
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Duplexes on corner lots

Proposal: Allow duplexes on each corner lot in all zoning districts that permit single family residences.

Read more...

For Olympia, that would mean a duplex would be allowed on almost all corner lots since almost all zoning districts
include single family residences as a permitted use. In order to obtain a building permit the applicant would need to
demonstrate compliance with setbacks from property lines, maximum building height and number of stories,
maximum lot coverages, low impact development stormwater standards, parking requirements, and design review.

In order to comply with the “on each corner lot” provision of the statute, the minimum lot size would be the same
size as the minimum lot size for a single-family residence of the underlying zoning district.

 Download info sheet

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
Proposal: Allow ADUs in association with a single-family residence (SFR), with a few specific provisions.

Read more...

The specific provisions include:

Allow attached ADUs on all parcels with a SFR where the lot is at least 3,200 square feet in size
Allow both attached and detached ADUs on all parcels with a SFR, provided the lot is at least 4,356 square
feet in size
No additional on-site parking required
No owner-occupancy requirement
Cannot limit the size below one thousand square feet
Must not prohibit the separate rental or sale of ADU and primary residence
Impact fees may not be more than the projected impact of the ADU

http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/Duplexes-on-CornerLots-Info-Sheet.pdf?la=en
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City may set other regulations, conditions, procedures, and limitations and must follow all applicable state
and federal laws and local ordinances

In Olympia, ADUs are allowed on all lots with a detached single-family home, regardless of the lot size. This may
need to be amended to address situations where an attached SFR is located on lots that are at least 3,200 square feet
in size. Other amendments that would be needed include:

Eliminate requirement for an additional on-site parking requirement
Eliminate requirement for the property owner to live on site
Modify the size provisions so an ADU can be up to 1,000 square feet

The ADU option includes language that allows cities making use of these ADU provisions to also consider other
local provisions. Optional issues the City may want to address include:

Maximum building height
Attaching an ADU to an accessory structure (e.g. detached garage)

 Download info sheet

Duplexes, triplexes and courtyard apartments

Proposal: Allow a duplex, triplex, or courtyard apartment on each parcel in one or more zoning districts that
permit single-family residences unless a city documents a specific infrastructure of physical constraint that would
make this requirement unfeasible for a particular parcel.

Read more...

In order to implement this option, Olympia would need to determine which of these housing types would be
appropriate in which zoning districts. Again, because of the phrase “on each parcel”, that would mean the proposed
development would be allowed as long as the underlying development standards are met, such as setbacks from
property lines, maximum building height and number of stories, maximum lot coverages, low impact development
stormwater standards, parking requirements, and design review.

http://olympiawa.gov/~/media/Files/CPD/Planning/Housing-Code/ADU-Info-Sheet.pdf?la=en
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Because the statutory language includes the word “or” it seems each city could address these housing types
separately. Just as an example, the final decision may be that duplexes are appropriate in the R 4-8 zoning district,
whereas triplexes and/or courtyard apartments are not. Or another example might be that duplexes are appropriate
in all zoning districts that permit SFRs, triplexes are appropriate in most residential zones, and courtyard
apartments are appropriate in a few residential zones.

 Download info sheet

Questions?

Contact Joyce Phillips, Senior Planner, at 360.570.3722 or housingoptions@ci.olympia.wa.us
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Staff Responses to Public Comment Themes 

July 2020 
 
The City is considering Housing Options Code Amendments to the zoning code in order to allow a wider 
variety of housing types in residential zoning districts.  The housing types include Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs), duplexes, triplexes, and courtyard apartments. In some cases, amendments to the standards for 
these housing types are proposed.  In other cases, the housing type is not currently allowed in some zones 
and amendments are proposed to allow the housing type in certain zones. For more information about the 
proposed amendments please visit olympiawa.gov/housingcode.  
 
Public Comments 
Public Comments on the Housing Options Code Amendments have been submitted over several months.  
Below the major themes of those comments that express concerns rather than support are identified and 
staff responses are provided.  
 

Housing Supply/Shortage/Affordability 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

More units does not 
mean more 
affordability. 

Olympia has a very low vacancy rate (less than three percent).  More housing 
units will help address the demand for housing, which will help prevent rent 
prices from increasing as fast as they otherwise could if zoning continues to 
restrict or prohibit multi-unit housing types in many areas of the community.  
Housing created as a result of these proposed amendments may not be 
affordable for low income groups, although the City is working on numerous 
projects to increase housing that is affordable at all income levels.  It is 
anticipated that these housing units will be primarily market rate housing.  
Sale or rent will depend on many factors, such as size, location, and the quality 
of construction.  However, if this proposed ordinance is approved it could also 
be used to construct subsidized housing affordable to low income levels.  The 
primary intent is to provide a greater variety of housing types and sizes to 
meet the diverse needs of the entire community, rather than continuing to 
restrict portions of the community to new housing that is only affordable to 
those with moderate to high incomes.  The result of having more housing 
units and options available will be to help take some of the pressure off of the 
housing market to at least slow down the cost of housing price increases. 

The City should include 
provisions to primarily 
serve those who are 
low income.  

The City is working on multiple housing efforts simultaneously. Some of the 
other efforts are directly related to providing low income housing, emergency 
housing, and working to end homelessness.  Olympia needs more housing for 
people across the entire income spectrum. 

Will the City require set 
asides for low income 
people for this housing? 

These proposed amendments for increased housing options do not have 
specific requirements to be set aside for low-income households.  These 
housing types will occur in existing neighborhoods and the rental rates will be 
set by the property owner(s).  However, low-income housing developers could 
use the increased housing options to create more low-income housing units.  
There is also evidence to suggest that ADUs are often rented to family 
members or acquaintances, often at below market rates.  

 

  

http://www.olympiawa.gov/housingcode
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Staff Responses to Public Comment Themes 

Neighborhood Character/Design Review 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

How will the City help 
to retain the character 
and feel of our 
neighborhoods? 

These housing types are subject to the Infill & Other Residential design review 
requirements specifically because they do address Neighborhood Scale and 
Character.  These housing types will be subject to these standards even when 
proposed on properties that are not located in the Infill Design District. 

Would duplexes on 
corner lots be required 
to appear as single 
family residences from 
the streets? 

Not necessarily.  As long as the proposed structure meets the Infill & Other 
Residential design review requirements, and the development standards of 
the zoning district, it would be allowed.  The ability to have one front door 
face each street will depend on the size and shape of the lot, as well as any 
driveway location constraints. 

Window placement 
should ensure privacy is 
maintained on adjacent 
properties. 

Window placement and privacy issues are part of the Infill & Other Residential 
design review standards.  This is reviewed at the time of building permit 
application. 

Retain trees The City’s tree requirements and standards are not proposed to change with 
these housing options.  The minimum tree density requirement is 30 “tree 
units” per acre.  This requirement will continue to apply to all properties, 
whether constructed with single-family houses or multi-unit housing.  Part of 
the reason the building height for ADUs that are not attached to the primary 
building is proposed to be increased is to allow for an ADU to be built over a 
detached garage or shop.  This would allow more of the lot to be kept in yard 
and garden area, which would allow more trees to be retained or planted. 

The City should monitor 
neighborhood character 
and aesthetics by 
neighborhood. 

The design review for each of the housing types proposed require a review of 
other housing styles on both sides of the same street, within 300 feet of the 
lot.  This means the new construction will blend in not only with the greater 
neighborhood, but on each block. 

 

Compatibility and Scale of New Structures 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

Concern that three 
story apartment 
buildings will be built 
and will not fit in. 

All of the housing types proposed are limited to two stories in the low-density 
residential zoning districts (primarily R4-8 and R6-12). 

The 35 foot height limit 
is too high. 

Thirty-five (35) feet is the current maximum height allowed for single-family 
homes.   

Overhangs, stairs, and 
clerestory windows 
must be counted in 
allowed square footage 
and height. 

The way the city measures building height, setbacks, and developable portions 
of the lot is not proposed to change. Overhangs are allowed to project two 
feet into the setback areas, stairs count as part of the structure and therefore 
must meet setbacks if they exceed thirty inches in height.  Building height is 
measured from the average grade of the building site to the midpoint of the 
roof.  All of these standards will continue to apply to all properties, whether 
constructed with single-family houses or multi-unit housing. 

Should allow larger 
ADUs/ Should require 
smaller ADUs. 

We are proposing any ADU could be up to 800 square feet.  This is because the 
ADU is meant to be accessory to the primary home.  We realize that some 
people want bigger ADUs and some people do not want ADUs to be larger in 
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size than a certain percentage of the primary home.  The proposed size is 
meant to balance those perspectives. However, the City may want to increase 
the proposed size to 850 square feet to match the maximum size allowed in 
the City of Lacey because the cities are working together to develop 
preapproved ADU plan sets that would be available for use. 

Shading that results 
from taller new 
construction could 
negatively impact the 
solar panels on 
adjacent properties. 

The City does not currently have standards or requirements about ensuring 
new construction does not shade adjacent properties, even if there are solar 
panels already installed.  While property owners can work with the adjacent 
property owners to obtain private “solar access” easements, they are not 
required to do so and in most cases have installed solar panels without such 
easements.  The proposed changes do not alter the portions of the lot that 
can be built on or the maximum height of the structures that could be built.  
Even though the maximum height for detached ADUs is proposed to increase 
from 16 feet to 24 feet, it is still lower than the 35 feet that is currently 
allowed for additions to the home that could be built in the same area of the 
lot. 

 

Parking 
While some comments supported less or no parking for these housing types, most parking comments were 
to express concern that off-street parking should be required.  Concerns that finding street parking or 
things like street sweeping, mail delivery, and garbage collection would become more challenging were 
expressed.  Also mentioned were increased risks to bicyclists and pedestrians and restricted ingress and 
egress for emergency vehicles on congested streets. Other opinions were that requiring on-site parking is 
expensive, supports continued auto-dependence, and prioritizes space for cars over space for people.   
 
Staff response: We are striving for a balance to accommodate parking.  The staff recommendations include 
requirements for all of these housing types, except ADUs.  These are minimum parking requirements and 
property owners could choose to provide on-site parking for ADUs or additional parking for any housing 
type. Planning staff coordinated with transportation engineering staff to look at peak parking demands for 
these housing types. City Transportation Engineering staff used the Parking Generation, 3rd Edition manual 
of the Institute of Transportation Engineers and calculated the average peak parking demand for these 
housing types.  The proposed minimum required off-street parking provisions for these housing types is 
adequate to meet average peak parking demands for these housing types.   
 

Housing Type Current Min. 
Required 

Avg. Peak 
Parking Demand 

Proposed Min. 
Required 

Notes 

Single Family  2 1.83 spaces 2  

ADU 1 .034 – 0.5 
spaces 

0  Even at highest rate, when 
combined with Single Family, the 
peak number of stalls is 2.33, 
which we would round down to 2. 

Duplex 4 (2 per unit) 1.02 spaces/unit 4 (2 per unit)  

Triplex 1.5 per unit 1.02 spaces/unit 1.5 per unit Clarify minimum of 5 is required in 
R 6-12 zoning district 

Courtyard Apt. 1.5 per unit 1.02 spaces/unit 1.5 per unit Standard for apartments is 1.5 per 
unit (1 per studio unit) 
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Traffic and Schools 

General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

City’s development 
standards for street 
improvements are costly 
but necessary 

The City requires frontage improvements (sidewalk, curb, gutter, planter 
strip, etc.) be constructed for projects that will result in more than 20 new 
average daily trips.  This is not proposed to change as a result of these 
amendments. It is worth noting that the Council’s Land Use and 
Environment Committee is looking at the cost of development, including 
street improvements. The Committee may recommend changes to the full 
Council at some point in the future. 

Adding duplexes and 
triplexes, while increasing 
the density of the 
population within our 
neighborhoods will also 
significantly change traffic 
patterns, causing 
congestion where 
currently there is none. 

The City’s Comprehensive Plan envisions growth within the Urban Growth 
Area, including where and how densely that growth will occur. The amount 
of people the city is planning to accommodate by 2035 has not changed. 
While the Plan directs most of the new population to moderate and high-
density neighborhoods, it also calls for some growth and infill within the 
areas designated as Low Density Neighborhoods. The proposed 
amendments will implement that portion of the Plan.  This includes making 
use of existing streets and utilities to accommodate infill. This will help 
disperse traffic out across the City, while still directing most new growth to 
the higher density areas where walking, bicycling and transit are more 
convenient. In instances where the existing infrastructure is not adequate to 
serve additional housing, the city will deny the application or require the 
property owner to make the necessary improvements. 

Schools – overcrowded 
and under funded 

The local School District is planning for the same amount of population 
increases as the City. The District is aware of and supports the Future Land 
Use Map and where the growth is anticipated to occur.  

Traffic congestion The City collects transportation impact fees for each new residential unit.  
The aggregated fees are used to build the transportation improvements 
needed to ensure the city meets the adopted level of service standards.  

Sidewalks are needed 
with new construction, 
and it’s needed even 
more in areas near 
schools. 

The City requires the construction of the sidewalk, or payment into a 
sidewalk program, with each residential building permit on lots where the 
sidewalk is not present.  When property is subdivided an analysis of walking 
routes to schools is conducted. It is common to have requirements to build 
sidewalks, even off-site, in order to meet the requirement to provide safe 
walking routes to schools. 

 

Infill and Housing Variety 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

Increasing density at cost 
of protecting the 
environment. 

All of the City’s environmental protection standards will still remain in 
effect. All of these standards will continue to apply to all properties, 
whether constructed with single-family houses or multi-unit housing. This 
includes protecting groundwater, wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes and 
geologically hazardous areas, streams and riparian areas, and important 
habitats and species. It is important to note that the allowed densities of the 
underlying zoning districts are not proposed to change. 
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What about areas where 
existing infrastructure 
cannot accommodate 
additional housing? 

In areas where existing infrastructure cannot accommodate additional 
housing the City will not issue building permits unless the needed 
improvements are made. 

Current ADU size and 
height standards too 
restrictive. 

We understand that some members of the community want ADU standards 
that are more strict, while others would prefer standards that are less 
restrictive.  The proposed amendments are less restrictive than the current 
standards and are balanced between these competing perspectives.  

 

Tear Downs 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

The proposed 
amendments to allow 
more housing types in 
single family 
neighborhoods will 
destroy our 
neighborhoods. 

Staff does not believe these proposed code amendments will result in an 
increase in the number of demolition permits that are issued or detract 
from the character of existing neighborhoods.  There is evidence throughout 
Thurston County cities that when houses are demolished and the property 
owner decides to rebuild, it is likely a single family home will be built in its 
place.  However, if the property owner has the desire and can meet the 
development and design review standards, the option to build a duplex 
would be allowed.  Depending on the zoning district where the property is 
located, a triplex or courtyard apartment may also be an option.  Regardless 
of these housing types proposed, design review and off-street parking 
standards would have to be satisfied. Allowing small scale multifamily 
housing is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan adopted vision for low 
density residential areas. Small scale, multi-unit residential development 
that meets the infill design review requirements is consistent with the 
comprehensive plan’s low density land use designation and with existing 
development in low density neighborhoods. 

Single family homes will 
be sold to developers for 
apartment buildings. 

The only type of apartments that would be allowed in most of these zoning 
districts (apartments are currently allowed in the RLI zone) have specific 
open space requirements for both shared and private open spaces for the 
tenants.  

These code changes will 
encourage investor 
owned housing in our 
neighborhoods – we 
don’t want that. 

These housing options will also allow more homeowners to add an ADU or 
convert their homes to duplexes.  Many of the homes in the City are owned 
by the people who live in them.  Many of the homes are owned by others, 
who may or may not live in the area, and then rented.  Most owners who 
rent housing do so as an investment.  Over 50% of our community currently 
rents their housing.  The code amendments proposed are modest and 
balance several issues, including aesthetics of the structures and blending 
new construction in with the surrounding neighborhood. Staff does not 
believe these amendments will result in a significant change in the amount 
of housing that is owned by investors. 
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Other 
General Issue Raised  Staff Response 

Not satisfied with the 
amount of notice 
provided. 

City staff has ensured this project has met and exceeded the public notice 
requirements.   

These amendments will 
only benefit developers. 

We understand that many people believe this to be true.  The majority of 
people that staff have talked to about these proposed amendments are 
people who are interested in building an ADU on their property.  A few 
people have shown interest in converting their existing homes into 
duplexes. Even fewer have inquired about triplexes or courtyard 
apartments.  The addition of any of these housing types would be 
considered to be by “developers”.  The code amendments will equally 
benefit all property owners who could provide more housing opportunities.  
The primary purpose of these amendments is to provide more choices and 
opportunities for people who want to live in neighborhoods throughout 
Olympia, rather than only zoning districts that contain apartment 
complexes. 

Support these for local 
property owners and 
developers over out of 
town developers or larger 
scale projects. 

The requirements will be the same for all people regardless of where they 
live. Changes that help local property owners will also help out of town 
developers if the developers are interested in small scale infill housing 
opportunities. Larger scale projects would need to be located in moderate 
or high density zoning districts. 

Duplexes in an area of 
single family homes may 
lead to lack of property 
maintenance. 

This presumes that people who rent their residences are less likely to 
maintain the property than a homeowner.  This is a stereotype.  There are 
some renters who maintain the property as well as or better than a 
homeowner and vice-versa.  All properties will continue to be required to be 
maintained in accordance with the City’s codes (codes that address 
nuisances, property maintenance, unfit buildings, etc.), which apply equally 
to all residential housing types. 

ADU standards that are 
too costly will result in 
more illegal ADUs. 

Some ADU standards relate to zoning (size, setbacks, design review) while 
others are related to engineering and building (utility connections, impact 
fees).  The related standards in these amendments are specific to zoning 
standards with the intent to balance housing and neighborhoods.  Other 
aspects related to costs for building ADUs and other housing types are being 
considered by the Council’s Land Use and Environment Committee in 
related work.  The City strives to balance housing needs, community 
interests, and impact fees, and costs. 

What does the city do to 
encourage development 
on existing infill lots?  

One of the primary benefits of developing existing infill lots is that in most 
cases the water and sewer lines are already in the street and available for 
connection.  If the sidewalk is present the property owner will not need to 
pay for construction of a new sidewalk. In addition, if there was a residence 
on the property in the past, existing meters may be used for the new 
construction and impact fees may not be required.  

Why doesn’t the City 
encourage residential 

The adopted Comprehensive Plan identifies three High Density 
Neighborhood areas in the City (Downtown, eastside, and westside).  These 
areas are intended to accommodate most of the population growth, are 



 

7 
 

Staff Responses to Public Comment Themes 

development in other 
areas, like along arterials? 

zoned for a mix of commercial and residential uses at higher densities, and 
are connected by urban transportation corridors. The Downtown was the 
first of these three areas to go through a subarea planning process which 
resulted in the Downtown Strategy being adopted.  The other two high 
density neighborhood areas will go through a similar planning process in the 
future.  The Comprehensive Plan also states that infill within the Low 
Density Neighborhood area is needed and describes these areas as 
providing for a mix of residential housing types. 

Concerns that this will 
lead to gentrification and 
continued racial issues. 
Concern that money and 
greed is at the root of 
this.  We don’t want to 
end up like Seattle. 

The City is working to provide more housing options across the city.  Most 
new housing units will occur in moderate and high density areas but some 
growth is also planned to occur in low density neighborhoods.  By allowing 
more housing opportunities across all housing types and income levels, we 
are working to prevent gentrification.  Allowing homes to add an ADU or 
convert into a duplex or triplex may help alleviate pressure to buy older 
homes on larger lots to demolish them.  Working to allow more housing 
types in existing neighborhoods will help keep pace with our changing 
demographics (fewer people per household) and provide greater choice for 
where people can live in our community.  Not everyone wants to live in 
apartment complexes or can find affordable housing (to rent or buy) in the 
neighborhoods of their choice.  The intention of these amendments is to 
provide much needed housing by increasing the variety of housing types 
allowed in low density residential areas, making use of existing utilities and 
public amenities (parks, schools).  These amendments are intended to 
reduce the likelihood of gentrification by spreading out housing across the 
City rather than targeting only one or two areas for new growth.  In 
addition, by having more housing and housing options in all neighborhoods, 
the City is working to eliminate barriers to decent housing for all groups 
including minorities of any kind (race, ethnic, sexual orientation, etc.).   

Don’t increase density in 
our neighborhoods. 

The proposed code amendments do not increase the densities allowed in 
the underlying zoning districts.  However, it is possible that development 
patterns may change over time so that the achieved densities could 
increase. All new subdivisions are reviewed for compliance with the density 
range of the applicable zoning district.  Annual monitoring of density is 
proposed to maintain consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. 

Courtyard apartments 
benefit corporations and 
are built around cars.  

As proposed, courtyard apartment proposals require a shared open space as 
well as private open spaces for each unit.  Parking is not allowed in the 
courtyard that the apartments must be built around.  The City’s design 
review requirements ensure the certain elements of design are addressed to 
help the new construction blend into the existing neighborhood.   

Concern about the 
combined sewer and 
stormwater system that 
might be overloaded. 

The City has master plans for sewer and stormwater.  These master plans 
align with the Comprehensive Plan and look at the infrastructure 
requirements needed to serve the existing and planned growth.  
Additionally, the City’s Engineering Design and Development Standards 
(EDDS) are designed to ensure development complies with the standards for 
public safety and environmental protection, including for sanitary sewer and 
stormwater.  All development is reviewed for compliance with EDDS before 
any permits are issued.  The Cities and Thurston County work cooperatively 
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with the LOTT Cleanwater Alliance to ensure development can be 
accommodated and treated and that the treatment facilities are adequately 
sized to handle the anticipated population growth and economic 
development activity. 

Stormwater and drainage 
concerns 

All of the current standards addressing stormwater runoff will continue to 
apply to all properties, whether constructed with single-family houses or 
multi-unit housing.  These include limits on hard surface and impervious 
surfaces on each lot. 

The City should delay 
action on this proposal 
during the pandemic. 

No action is being taken and scheduling of the public hearing has been 
delayed. The City continues to take written public comments and will do so 
until the close of the public hearing.  Staff’s recommendations for how to 
implement the housing options under consideration were issued just a week 
or so prior to the stay home order being issued. Staff chose to continue 
briefings with the Planning Commission on the topic but will not schedule 
the public hearing until adequate provisions can be made to allow for public 
testimony to be provided.  

Increased need for police 
and fire services 

The City establishes the need for police and fire services on the population 
within city limits. The amount of growth the City is planning for is set in the 
Comprehensive Plan and is not proposed to change at this time. 

Strain on trash collection 
and sewer infrastructure 

Infill development is the most efficient way for a city to provide urban 
services such as trash collection and sanitary sewer to new population 
growth. Infill development makes use of existing routes and pipes.  The 
overall need for trash service and sewer treatment is based on the overall 
population to be served, which is not proposed to increase with these 
amendments beyond the growth envisioned in the Comprehensive Plan. 

New buildings could 
shade garden areas and 
decrease ability to grow 
food 

New buildings will shade lands that fall within its shadow.  The area of the 
shadow will vary throughout the year and by the time of day.  However, the 
portions of lots where construction is allowed are not changed as a result of 
these proposed amendments. All of these standards will continue to apply 
to all properties, whether constructed with single-family houses or multi-
unit housing. The only change in height that is proposed is for ADUs that are 
not attached to the main house. The height increase would allow an ADU to 
be constructed over a garage or other accessory building.  The ADU could 
then be up to 24 feet in height, as proposed.  This height allowance is still 
lower than the height allowed for the main house, which is 35 feet.   

Goal of net density of 6 
units per acre. 

The City is not proposing to implement the housing option included in the 
state law to establish a minimum density of six units per acre. The allowed 
densities of the zoning districts are not proposed to change as a result of 
these proposed amendments.  Some zones have existing density provisions 
for less than 6 units per acre to help balance values, such as protecting 
sensitive drainage basins (RLI – Residential Low Impact and R-4CB – 
Residential 4 Chambers Basin). 

Why not just increase the 
minimum lot size 

The majority of the City is already subdivided. While most lots are larger 
than the minimum lot size allowed, in most cases they are not large enough 
to be re-divided.  However, some lots are smaller in size – either at or only 
slightly larger than the minimum lot size.  If the city increases the minimum 
lot size we risk turning lots that currently conform to zoning standards into 
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“non-conforming” lots.  This can create challenges in the future. The City 
proposes these changes with the intent to keep all existing conforming lots 
as conforming. And new subdivisions are required to show the proposed use 
for all lots that are not for single family homes so the City can calculate 
density to ensure the proposed development falls within the allowed 
density range of the zoning district. 

Why doesn’t the City 
propose larger lot size 
requirements for triplexes 
and courtyard 
apartments? 

The City is proposing code language to implement the option as written in 
state law, which is to allow these housing types on each parcel in zoning 
district(s) where single family homes are allowed.  If we required larger lot 
sizes for these housing types, it would not satisfy the “on each parcel” part 
of the option as written in state law.   

The proposed language 
about monitoring density 
seems vague. 

The language proposes the density described in the Comprehensive Plan (up 
to 12 units per acre) be monitored on an annual basis.  The intent of the 
language is to ensure consistency between the Comprehensive Plan and the 
codes that implement it.  The monitoring will be focused on the question of 
whether the density described in the Comprehensive Plan is met.  The 
specific methodology may need to be adjusted based on changes; for 
example, zoning district boundaries may change over time.   

 

Supportive Issues Identified 
Some comments included support for the proposed amendments.  These issues are noted but staff is not 
responding to them specifically: 

• Will help reduce sprawl and to be a more sustainable City 

• Will protect surrounding farm and forest lands 

• Will help to return to historic residential development patterns 

• ADUs will support and allow for more upward social and economic mobility 

• The adopted Comprehensive Plan calls for a mix of housing types 

• Supports a variety of housing types for all kinds of people 

• Supports greenhouse gas emission reduction, promotes more walking/bicycling/transit use 

• Makes better use of existing infrastructure 

• Would allow more housing units in Historic Neighborhood without tearing down existing structures 

• Support for more options to allow people to age in place 

• Support for pre-approved ADU plans 
 

Beyond Planning Commission’s Purview 
Several comments address issues that are beyond the scope of the Planning Commission.  While these 
comments have been provided to the Commission and will be forwarded to the City Council, staff will not 
address them here.  These issues include:  

• Current Property Tax System 

• Appeal provisions in current state law 

• SEPA Decision Issued 

• Private covenants 

• Rent Control issues 

• Multi-Family Tax Exemptions  



Chapter 18.175 
INFILL AND OTHER RESIDENTIAL 

 
18.175.000    Chapter Contents 
Sections: 

18.175.020    Neighborhood scale and character. 
18.175.030    Building orientation and entries. 
18.175.040    Building modulation and articulation. 
18.175.050    Windows. 
18.175.060    Garage design. 
18.175.070    Material and colors. 
18.175.080    Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU); Building design. 
18.175.090    Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU); Entry features. 
18.175.100    Site design; Cottage housing. 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.020 Neighborhood Scale and Character 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Minimize the appearance of building scale differences between 
proposed dwelling unit(s) and existing neighborhood residential units. Reflect the 
architectural character of neighboring residences (within 300’ on the same street) 
through use of related building features. On narrow lots (30 feet wide or less), the 
average height of the adjacent residences shall not be exceeded unless the apparent 
scale of the proposed building is reduced through modulation. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Step the roof on the building perimeter segments to transition between a 
proposed taller building and an existing residential structure. 
 
2.    Replicate or approximate roof forms and pitch found on existing residential 
structures in the neighborhood. 
 
3.    Use window patterns and proportions similar to those on existing residential 
structures in the neighborhood. 
 
4.    Use building facade materials similar to those used on existing residential 
buildings in the neighborhood. 
 
5.    Maintain a consistent relationship to the street (i.e., building setbacks and 
entryways) as existing buildings. 

 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.020
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.030
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.040
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.050
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.060
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.070
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.080
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.090
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18175.html#18.175.100


 
FIGURE 18.175.020 

(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.030 Building Orientation and Entries 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Provide a clearly defined building or courtyard entry from the 
primary street. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Use distinctive architectural elements and materials to indicate the entry. 
 
2.    Define the transition space from the sidewalk to the entry with a terrace, plaza, 
or landscaped area. 
 
3.    Avoid the use of exterior stairways to second stories that are visible from the 
street. 
 
4.    Provide porches, balconies, and covered entries. 

 

 
FIGURE 18.175.030-A 



 

 
FIGURE 18.175.030-B 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.040 Building Modulation and Articulation 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Use building and roof modulation and articulation to reduce the 
appearance of large building masses. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Modulate the building facade with features such as porches, balconies, building 
wall relief, and bay windows. 
 
2.    Provide roof elements such as gables, eyebrow roof forms or dormers. 
 
3.    Incorporate prominent cornice, soffit, or fascia details that emphasize the top of 
the building. 
 
4.    Provide prominent roof overhangs. 
 
5.    Articulate the roof with rafter tails and brackets. 

 



 
FIGURE 18.175.040 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.050 Windows 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Provide relief, detail, and visual rhythm on the facade with well-
proportioned windows. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Use window patterns, proportions, and orientation consistent with neighboring 
residences. 
 
2.    Use multiple-pane windows. 
 
3.    Provide windows that are designed to create shadows (either deeply recessed 
or protruding). 
 
4.    Use visually significant window elements (i.e. frame dimensions, lintels, casings, 
sills, and trim). 
 
5.    Locate windows so that the occupants from one residence cannot look directly 
into an adjacent residence. 

 
FIGURE 18.175.050 



 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.060 Garage Design 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Design garages and carports so that they do not dominate the 
dwelling’s street facade. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Locate garages and carports behind residences, stepped back from the 
building’s street facade, or provide a side entry (perpendicular to the street). 
 
2.    Design driveways to be as narrow as possible and/or shared where possible to 
minimize impervious surface and to minimize disruption of the sidewalk and planting 
strip by curb cuts. 
 
3.    Incorporate windows into garage sidewalls whenever they face the street so 
that they appear to contain habitable space. 
 
4.    Incorporate garage door elements which reduce the apparent size of the doors, 
such as panels and windows. 
 
5.    Use materials and colors that match the residence. 

 



 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.070 Material and Colors 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Use building materials with texture and pattern and a high level of 
quality and detailing. Reserve brightly saturated colors for accent or trim features. 
 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Use materials such as horizontal lap siding, shingles, brick, stone, stucco, 
ceramic or terra cotta tile. 
 
2.    When remodeling or adding to an existing building, use materials and colors 
that preserve or enhance the character of the original building. 

 
 

 
 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.080 Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU); Building Design 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Reflect the architectural character of the primary residence in an 
ADU through use of related building features. 



 
B.    GUIDELINES: 

 
1.    Replicate or approximate roof forms and pitch found on the existing residence. 
 
2.    Use window patterns and proportions similar to those on existing residence. 
 
3.    Use building facade material and colors that match or are compatible with those 
used on the existing residence. 

 

 
FIGURE 18.175.080 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.090 Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU); Entry Features 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Provide a clearly defined building entry for an ADU that is easily 
accessible from the street or the existing residence. Provide a well-lighted, paved 
sidewalk to the building entry. 
 
B.    GUIDELINE: 

 
1.    The entry to an ADU may be shared with the primary residence. 
 
2.    When there is a separate entry, construct an identifying feature, such as a 
porch, stoop and/or an eave overhang that is integral to the ADU structure. 
 
3.    When an exterior stairway to the main entrance to the ADU is needed, avoid 
the use of open metal, prefabricated stairs. 

 



 
FIGURE 18.175.090 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
 
18.175.100 Site Design; Cottage Housing 
 
A.    REQUIREMENT: Orient cottage housing to the public right-of-way or to a shared 
interior courtyard. The sides of end units may front the street when the interior 
courtyard is a prominent feature on the adjacent public right-of-way. 

 
 

 
FIGURE 18.175.100 

 
(Ord. 6306 §11, 2004). 
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AN ACT Relating to increasing urban residential building1
capacity; amending RCW 36.70A.030, 43.21C.420, and 36.70A.490; adding2
new sections to chapter 36.70A RCW; adding new sections to chapter3
43.21C RCW; adding a new section to chapter 35.21 RCW; adding a new4
section to chapter 35A.21 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 36.225
RCW; providing an effective date; and declaring an emergency.6

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:7

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 36.70A8
RCW to read as follows:9

(1) A city planning pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 is encouraged to10
take the following actions in order to increase its residential11
building capacity:12

(a) Authorize development in one or more areas of not fewer than13
five hundred acres that include at least one train station served by14
commuter rail or light rail with an average of at least fifty15
residential units per acre that require no more than an average of16
one on-site parking space per two bedrooms in the portions of17
multifamily zones that are located within the areas;18

(b) Authorize development in one or more areas of not fewer than19
five hundred acres in cities with a population greater than forty20
thousand or not fewer than two hundred fifty acres in cities with a21

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1923

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2019 Regular Session

State of Washington 66th Legislature 2019 Regular Session
By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
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READ FIRST TIME 03/01/19.

p. 1 E2SHB 1923.SL



population less than forty thousand that include at least one bus1
stop served by scheduled bus service of at least four times per hour2
for twelve or more hours per day with an average of at least twenty-3
five residential units per acre that require no more than an average4
of one on-site parking space per two bedrooms in portions of the5
multifamily zones that are located within the areas;6

(c) Authorize at least one duplex, triplex, or courtyard7
apartment on each parcel in one or more zoning districts that permit8
single-family residences unless a city documents a specific9
infrastructure of physical constraint that would make this10
requirement unfeasible for a particular parcel;11

(d) Authorize cluster zoning or lot size averaging in all zoning12
districts that permit single-family residences;13

(e) Authorize attached accessory dwelling units on all parcels14
containing single-family homes where the lot is at least three15
thousand two hundred square feet in size, and permit both attached16
and detached accessory dwelling units on all parcels containing17
single-family homes, provided lots are at least four thousand three18
hundred fifty-six square feet in size. Qualifying city ordinances or19
regulations may not provide for on-site parking requirements, owner20
occupancy requirements, or square footage limitations below one21
thousand square feet for the accessory dwelling unit, and must not22
prohibit the separate rental or sale of accessory dwelling units and23
the primary residence. Cities must set applicable impact fees at no24
more than the projected impact of the accessory dwelling unit. To25
allow local flexibility, other than these factors, accessory dwelling26
units may be subject to such regulations, conditions, procedures, and27
limitations as determined by the local legislative authority, and28
must follow all applicable state and federal laws and local29
ordinances;30

(f) Adopt a subarea plan pursuant to RCW 43.21C.420;31
(g) Adopt a planned action pursuant to RCW 43.21C.440(1)(b)(ii),32

except that an environmental impact statement pursuant to RCW33
43.21C.030 is not required for such an action;34

(h) Adopt increases in categorical exemptions pursuant to RCW35
43.21C.229 for residential or mixed-use development;36

(i) Adopt a form-based code in one or more zoning districts that37
permit residential uses. "Form-based code" means a land development38
regulation that uses physical form, rather than separation of use, as39
the organizing principle for the code;40
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(j) Authorize a duplex on each corner lot within all zoning1
districts that permit single-family residences;2

(k) Allow for the division or redivision of land into the maximum3
number of lots through the short subdivision process provided in4
chapter 58.17 RCW; and5

(l) Authorize a minimum net density of six dwelling units per6
acre in all residential zones, where the residential development7
capacity will increase within the city.8

(2) A city planning pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 may adopt a9
housing action plan as described in this subsection. The goal of any10
such housing plan must be to encourage construction of additional11
affordable and market rate housing in a greater variety of housing12
types and at prices that are accessible to a greater variety of13
incomes, including strategies aimed at the for-profit single-family14
home market. A housing action plan may utilize data compiled pursuant15
to section 3 of this act. The housing action plan should:16

(a) Quantify existing and projected housing needs for all income17
levels, including extremely low-income households, with documentation18
of housing and household characteristics, and cost-burdened19
households;20

(b) Develop strategies to increase the supply of housing, and21
variety of housing types, needed to serve the housing needs22
identified in (a) of this subsection;23

(c) Analyze population and employment trends, with documentation24
of projections;25

(d) Consider strategies to minimize displacement of low-income26
residents resulting from redevelopment;27

(e) Review and evaluate the current housing element adopted28
pursuant to RCW 36.70A.070, including an evaluation of success in29
attaining planned housing types and units, achievement of goals and30
policies, and implementation of the schedule of programs and actions;31

(f) Provide for participation and input from community members,32
community groups, local builders, local realtors, nonprofit housing33
advocates, and local religious groups; and34

(g) Include a schedule of programs and actions to implement the35
recommendations of the housing action plan.36

(3) If adopted by April 1, 2021, ordinances, amendments to37
development regulations, and other nonproject actions taken by a city38
to implement the actions specified in subsection (1) of this section,39
with the exception of the action specified in subsection (1)(f) of40
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this section, are not subject to administrative or judicial appeal1
under chapter 43.21C RCW.2

(4) Any action taken by a city prior to April 1, 2021, to amend3
their comprehensive plan, or adopt or amend ordinances or development4
regulations, solely to enact provisions under subsection (1) of this5
section is not subject to legal challenge under this chapter.6

(5) In taking action under subsection (1) of this section, cities7
are encouraged to utilize strategies that increase residential8
building capacity in areas with frequent transit service and with the9
transportation and utility infrastructure that supports the10
additional residential building capacity.11

(6) A city with a population over twenty thousand that is12
planning to take at least two actions under subsection (1) of this13
section, and that action will occur between the effective date of14
this section and April 1, 2021, is eligible to apply to the15
department for planning grant assistance of up to one hundred16
thousand dollars, subject to the availability of funds appropriated17
for that purpose. The department shall develop grant criteria to18
ensure that grant funds awarded are proportionate to the level of19
effort proposed by a city, and the potential increase in housing20
supply or regulatory streamlining that could be achieved. Funding may21
be provided in advance of, and to support, adoption of policies or22
ordinances consistent with this section. A city can request, and the23
department may award, more than one hundred thousand dollars for24
applications that demonstrate extraordinary potential to increase25
housing supply or regulatory streamlining.26

(7) A city seeking to develop a housing action plan under27
subsection (2) of this section is eligible to apply to the department28
for up to one hundred thousand dollars.29

(8) The department shall establish grant award amounts under30
subsections (6) and (7) of this section based on the expected number31
of cities that will seek grant assistance, to ensure that all cities32
can receive some level of grant support. If funding capacity allows,33
the department may consider accepting and funding applications from34
cities with a population of less than twenty thousand if the actions35
proposed in the application will create a significant amount of36
housing capacity or regulatory streamlining and are consistent with37
the actions in this section.38

(9) In implementing this act, cities are encouraged to prioritize39
the creation of affordable, inclusive neighborhoods and to consider40
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the risk of residential displacement, particularly in neighborhoods1
with communities at high risk of displacement.2

Sec. 2.  RCW 36.70A.030 and 2017 3rd sp.s. c 18 s 2 are each3
amended to read as follows:4

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in5
this section apply throughout this chapter.6

(1) "Adopt a comprehensive land use plan" means to enact a new7
comprehensive land use plan or to update an existing comprehensive8
land use plan.9

(2) "Agricultural land" means land primarily devoted to the10
commercial production of horticultural, viticultural, floricultural,11
dairy, apiary, vegetable, or animal products or of berries, grain,12
hay, straw, turf, seed, Christmas trees not subject to the excise tax13
imposed by RCW 84.33.100 through 84.33.140, finfish in upland14
hatcheries, or livestock, and that has long-term commercial15
significance for agricultural production.16

(3) "City" means any city or town, including a code city.17
(4) "Comprehensive land use plan," "comprehensive plan," or18

"plan" means a generalized coordinated land use policy statement of19
the governing body of a county or city that is adopted pursuant to20
this chapter.21

(5) "Critical areas" include the following areas and ecosystems:22
(a) Wetlands; (b) areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers23
used for potable water; (c) fish and wildlife habitat conservation24
areas; (d) frequently flooded areas; and (e) geologically hazardous25
areas. "Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas" does not26
include such artificial features or constructs as irrigation delivery27
systems, irrigation infrastructure, irrigation canals, or drainage28
ditches that lie within the boundaries of and are maintained by a29
port district or an irrigation district or company.30

(6) "Department" means the department of commerce.31
(7) "Development regulations" or "regulation" means the controls32

placed on development or land use activities by a county or city,33
including, but not limited to, zoning ordinances, critical areas34
ordinances, shoreline master programs, official controls, planned35
unit development ordinances, subdivision ordinances, and binding site36
plan ordinances together with any amendments thereto. A development37
regulation does not include a decision to approve a project permit38
application, as defined in RCW 36.70B.020, even though the decision39
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AN ACT Relating to urban housing supply; amending RCW 36.70A.600,1
43.21C.495, 36.70A.620, and 36.70A.610; reenacting and amending RCW2
36.70A.030; and creating a new section.3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:4

Sec. 1.  RCW 36.70A.600 and 2019 c 348 s 1 are each amended to5
read as follows:6

(1) A city planning pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 is encouraged to7
take the following actions in order to increase its residential8
building capacity:9

(a) Authorize development in one or more areas of not fewer than10
five hundred acres that include at least one train station served by11
commuter rail or light rail with an average of at least fifty12
residential units per acre that require no more than an average of13
one on-site parking space per two bedrooms in the portions of14
multifamily zones that are located within the areas;15

(b) Authorize development in one or more areas of not fewer than16
((five)) two hundred acres in cities with a population greater than17
forty thousand or not fewer than ((two)) one hundred ((fifty)) acres18
in cities with a population less than forty thousand that include at19
least one bus stop served by scheduled bus service of at least four20
times per hour for twelve or more hours per day with an average of at21
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least twenty-five residential units per acre that require no more1
than an average of one on-site parking space per two bedrooms in2
portions of the multifamily zones that are located within the areas;3

(c) Authorize at least one duplex, triplex, quadplex, sixplex,4
stacked flat, townhouse, or courtyard apartment on each parcel in one5
or more zoning districts that permit single-family residences unless6
a city documents a specific infrastructure of physical constraint7
that would make this requirement unfeasible for a particular parcel;8

(d) Authorize a duplex, triplex, quadplex, sixplex, stacked flat,9
townhouse, or courtyard apartment on one or more parcels for which10
they are not currently authorized;11

(e) Authorize cluster zoning or lot size averaging in all zoning12
districts that permit single-family residences;13

(((e) Authorize attached accessory dwelling units on all parcels14
containing single-family homes where the lot is at least three15
thousand two hundred square feet in size, and permit both attached16
and detached accessory dwelling units on all parcels containing17
single-family homes, provided lots are at least four thousand three18
hundred fifty-six square feet in size. Qualifying city ordinances or19
regulations may not provide for on-site parking requirements, owner20
occupancy requirements, or square footage limitations below one21
thousand square feet for the accessory dwelling unit, and must not22
prohibit the separate rental or sale of accessory dwelling units and23
the primary residence. Cities must set applicable impact fees at no24
more than the projected impact of the accessory dwelling unit. To25
allow local flexibility, other than these factors, accessory dwelling26
units may be subject to such regulations, conditions, procedures, and27
limitations as determined by the local legislative authority, and28
must follow all applicable state and federal laws and local29
ordinances;))30

(f) Adopt a subarea plan pursuant to RCW 43.21C.420;31
(g) Adopt a planned action pursuant to RCW 43.21C.440(1)(b)(ii),32

except that an environmental impact statement pursuant to RCW33
43.21C.030 is not required for such an action;34

(h) Adopt increases in categorical exemptions pursuant to RCW35
43.21C.229 for residential or mixed-use development;36

(i) Adopt a form-based code in one or more zoning districts that37
permit residential uses. "Form-based code" means a land development38
regulation that uses physical form, rather than separation of use, as39
the organizing principle for the code;40
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(j) Authorize a duplex on each corner lot within all zoning1
districts that permit single-family residences;2

(k) Allow for the division or redivision of land into the maximum3
number of lots through the short subdivision process provided in4
chapter 58.17 RCW; ((and))5

(l) Authorize a minimum net density of six dwelling units per6
acre in all residential zones, where the residential development7
capacity will increase within the city. For purposes of this8
subsection, the calculation of net density does not include the9
square footage of areas that are otherwise prohibited from10
development, such as critical areas, the area of buffers around11
critical areas, and the area of roads and similar features;12

(m) Create one or more zoning districts of medium density in13
which individual lots may be no larger than three thousand five14
hundred square feet and single-family residences may be no larger15
than one thousand two hundred square feet;16

(n) Authorize accessory dwelling units in one or more zoning17
districts in which they are currently prohibited;18

(o) Remove minimum residential parking requirements related to19
accessory dwelling units;20

(p) Remove owner occupancy requirements related to accessory21
dwelling units;22

(q) Adopt new square footage requirements related to accessory23
dwelling units that are less restrictive than existing square footage24
requirements related to accessory dwelling units;25

(r) Adopt maximum allowable exemption levels in WAC 197-11-800(1)26
as it existed on the effective date of this section, or such27
subsequent date as may be provided by the department of ecology by28
rule, consistent with the purposes of this section;29

(s) Adopt standards for administrative approval of final plats30
pursuant to RCW 58.17.100;31

(t) Adopt ordinances authorizing administrative review of32
preliminary plats pursuant to RCW 58.17.095;33

(u) Adopt other permit process improvements where it is34
demonstrated that the code, development regulation, or ordinance35
changes will result in a more efficient permit process for customers;36

(v) Update use matrices and allowable use tables that eliminate37
conditional use permits and administrative conditional use permits38
for all housing types, including single-family homes, townhomes,39
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multifamily housing, low-income housing, and senior housing, but1
excluding essential public facilities;2

(w) Allow off-street parking to compensate for lack of on-street3
parking when private roads are utilized or a parking demand study4
shows that less parking is required for the project;5

(x) Develop a local program that offers homeowners a combination6
of financing, design, permitting, or construction support to build7
accessory dwelling units. A city may condition this program on a8
requirement to provide the unit for affordable home ownership or rent9
the accessory dwelling unit for a defined period of time to either10
tenants in a housing subsidy program as defined in RCW 43.31.605(14)11
or to tenants whose income is less than eighty percent of the city or12
county median family income. If the city includes an affordability13
requirement under the program, it must provide additional incentives,14
such as:15

(i) Density bonuses;16
(ii) Height and bulk bonuses;17
(iii) Fee waivers or exemptions;18
(iv) Parking reductions; or19
(v) Expedited permitting; and20
(y) Develop a local program that offers homeowners a combination21

of financing, design, permitting, or construction support to convert22
a single-family home into a duplex, triplex, or quadplex where those23
housing types are authorized. A local government may condition this24
program on a requirement to provide a certain number of units for25
affordable home ownership or to rent a certain number of the newly26
created units for a defined period of time to either tenants in a27
housing subsidy program as defined in RCW 43.31.605(14) or to tenants28
whose income is less than eighty percent of the city or county median29
family income. If the city includes an affordability requirement, it30
must provide additional incentives, such as:31

(i) Density bonuses;32
(ii) Height and bulk bonuses;33
(iii) Fee waivers or exemptions;34
(iv) Parking reductions; or35
(v) Expedited permitting.36

37
38
39
40



City Council

Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing
Acceptance of a Donation by Providence

Health Systems of Washington to Support
Construction of Micro-Houses at the Mitigation

Site

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.K

File Number:20-1035

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: 1st Reading-Consent

Title
Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing Acceptance of a Donation by Providence Health Systems of
Washington to Support Construction of Micro-Houses at the Mitigation Site

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve an Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to accept a $50,000 donation from
Providence Health Systems of Washington to build micro-houses at the Mitigation Site on first
reading and forward to second reading.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve an Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to accept a $50,000 donation from
Providence Health Systems of Washington to build micro-houses at the Mitigation Site.

Staff Contact:
Keith Stahley, Assistant City Manager 360.753.8227

Presenter(s):
None. Consent Calendar item.

Background and Analysis:
The City of Olympia established a mitigation site at the corner of Franklin Street and Olympia Avenue
in December of 2018 in response to the local public health and homelessness crisis.  The mitigation
site is presently home to over 80 individuals who reside in tents as their only shelter from the
elements.  The City wishes to provide better shelter at the site through the use of micro-houses.
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Type: decision Version: 1 Status: 1st Reading-Consent

Micro-houses are very small wooden structures that were designed by the local faith community,
specifically The United Churches of Olympia.  Jeff Loyer, a community-minded volunteer began
building these structures in his own workshop last year.  Micro-houses have been set up on at least
one other site in Olympia and they’ve proven to be a much better option for shelter than tents,
particularly in our climate.

City staff recently reached out to Providence Health Systems seeking support for a micro-housing
project for the City’s mitigation site.  Providence Health Systems agreed that it is a worthwhile project
and have donated $50,000 to the effort.  In addition, staff secured project management funding of
$60,000 from Thurston County, as well as other donations and discounts for materials from Hardel
Plywood and other organizations.  The Port of Olympia generously offered the use of its property for
building purposes.

Staff anticipates construction of the micro-houses to begin the week of December 15, 2020.  Sixty
micro-houses are expected to be built over the next ten weeks, with an additional ten built by the
Youth Build program at New Market Skills Center.

Neighborhood/Community Interests:
None.

Options:
1. Approve the Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Accept the Donation of $50,000 from

Providence Health Systems of Washington
2. Do not Approve the Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Accept the  Donation of

$50,000 from Providence Health Systems of Washington

Financial Impact:
$50,000 for construction of micro-houses at the Mitigation Site.

Attachment:
Ordinance
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Ordinance No.    
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AUTHORIZING 
ACCEPTANCE OF A DONATION BY PROVIDENCE HEALTH SYSTEMS OF 
WASHINGTON TO SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION OF MICRO-HOUSES 
 

 
WHEREAS, homelessness has a significant impact on communities and requires the development of a 
coordinated and strategic response; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Olympia established a downtown homeless mitigation site at the northwest corner 
of Franklin Street and Olympia Avenue in response to the homeless crises, and provided tents to 
individuals at that site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of tents is not optimal to shield individuals from the elements; and 
 
WHEREAS, micro-houses, small wooden structures, will provide additional shelter and security for 
individuals at the mitigation site; and 
 
WHEREAS, Providence Health Systems of Washington has offered to donate to the City of Olympia an 
amount not to exceed $50,000.00 for the purpose of funding construction of micro-houses for use at the 
City’s homeless mitigation site; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35.21.100, every city and town by ordinance may accept any money or 
property donated if within its powers granted by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to OMC 3.56.020, donations in value of $10,000 or more shall be brought to City 
Council for authorization and approval by ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council finds this donation of funds by Providence Health Systems of 
Washington is in the public interest and serves the public welfare;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Acceptance of Donation.  The Olympia City Council, pursuant to RCW 35.21.100 and OMC 
3.56.020, hereby accepts the donation of funds of $50,000.00 from Providence Health Systems of 
Washington (the Donation). 
 
Section 2.  Terms and Conditions.  The Donation shall be used for the purpose of constructing micro-
houses for use at the City’s homeless mitigation site. 
 
Section 3.  Authorization.  The City Manager is authorized to acknowledge and accept the funds 
donated by Providence Health Systems of Washington and to take any other required actions to carry out 
the purpose of the Donation. 

 
Section 4.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make 
necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 
 



 2 

Section 5.  Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected. 
 
Section 6.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 7.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as provided 
by law. 

 
 

 
__________________________________________ 
MAYOR      

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 
                
PASSED: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
PUBLISHED:                                    
         



City Council

Approval of the 2021 Ad Hoc Committee on
Public Safety Work Plan

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 4.L

File Number:20-1053

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Consent Calendar

Title
Approval of the 2021 Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety Work Plan

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the 2021 Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety Work Plan.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve the 2021 Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety Work Plan.

Staff Contact:
Debbie Sullivan, Assistant City Manager, 360.753.8499

Presenter(s):
Debbie Sullivan, Assistant City Manager

Background and Analysis:
The new Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety is proposing to meet monthly starting in January 2021
through August 2021 to correspond with the Re-Imagining Public Safety public engagement process.

The Committee met on December 10 and unanimously approved a work plan. The work plan is
based on the Ad Hoc Committee’s stated purpose “…to develop a greater understanding of the
current public safety system (policing, courts, jail, etc.) and consider recommendations to Council on
policy and budget options that will reduce inequities, eliminate bias, and create a public safety
system that works for all.”

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
The City is launching a community-wide public engagement process to re-imagine public safety in
2021.
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Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Consent Calendar

Options:
1. Approve the work plan and schedule.
2. Direct staff to amend the work plan by removing or adding topics.

Financial Impact:
N/A

Attachments:

2021 Work Plan
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Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety 
2021 Work Plan 

Learning  
 

January 14 
1. Guidance on Public Engagement Process (Stacey Ray) 

2. Review Ad Hoc Committee on Police and Community Relations Results (Aaron Jelcick) 

 

February 11 
1. Olympia’s Criminal Justice System 101 w/case studies  

2. Discuss Policies and Laws Impacting Olympia’s Criminal Justice System (Mark Barber) 

 

March 11 
1. Crisis and Outreach Services (Aaron Jelcick) 

2. Police/Jail (Aaron Jelcick) 

 

Listening, Learning & Imagining 
Public Engagement Process – date and locations TBD 
 
 
April 8 

1. Pre-Charging Diversion Programs (Tye Graham) 

2. Prosecution/Victim Assistance (Tye Graham) 

 
May 13 

1. Public Defense (Diane Whaley) 

2. Therapeutic Programs (Diane Whaley) 

 
June 10 

1. Court (TBD) 

2. Post Resolution (TBD) 

Recommendations  

July 
1. Public Engagement Update (Stacey Ray) 

2. Discuss Recommendations for Council’s Consideration (Debbie Sullivan) 

 
August 

1. TBD 

Outline for Criminal Justice Agenda 

Items (March – June) 

▪ What do we currently measure 

and why? 

▪ What social justice & equity and 

socio-economic measurements 

do we track and why? 

▪ What is the data telling us? 

▪ What are the data gaps? 

▪ Opportunities for improvement 

 



City Council

Review and Approve the Draft 2021 Legislative
Agenda

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 6.A

File Number:20-1048

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Title
Review and Approve the Draft 2021 Legislative Agenda

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Review, and after discussion, move to approve the 2021 City of Olympia Legislative Agenda.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve the draft 2021 Legislative Agenda.

Staff Contact:
Susan Grisham, Legislative Liaison, 360.753.8244

Presenter(s):
Susan Grisham, Legislative Liaison

Background and Analysis:
On December 8, staff shared an initial draft of Olympia’s Legislative Agenda.  Council shared
feedback and will present an updated draft.  At the time of agenda publishing the new draft is not yet
available. It will be presented at the meeting.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
N/A

Options:
1. Provide feedback on the updated draft 2021 legislative agenda and approve.
2. Do not provide feedback or approve the draft 2021 legislative agenda.

Financial Impact:
N/A
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Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Attachments:
None

City of Olympia Printed on 12/10/2020Page 2 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


City Council

Approval of the 2021 City Council Retreat
Agenda

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 6.B

File Number:20-1049

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Title
Approval of the 2021 City Council Retreat Agenda

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Move to approve the 2021 City Council Retreat agenda.

Report
Issue:
Whether to approve the 2021 City Council Retreat agenda.

Staff Contact:
Jay Burney, City Manager, 360-753-8740

Presenter(s):
Jay Burney, City Manager

Background and Analysis:
Annually the City Council holds a retreat to consider priorities for the upcoming year and discuss
other issues or topics of importance to the Council and the community. This year’s retreat will be held
Friday and Saturday, January 8 and 9, 2021.  The agenda will focus on relationship strengthening
and skill building, discussing Council assignments for the year, and topics such as social justice and
equity.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
N/A

Options:
1. Approve the draft agenda.
2. Do not approve the draft agenda.
3. Amend the draft agenda.
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Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Financial Impact:
N/A

Attachments:

none
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City Council

Discussion of Vacant Council Position
Recruitment

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 6.C

File Number:20-1038

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: discussion Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Title
Discussion of Vacant Council Position Recruitment
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City Council

2020 Year-End Highlights

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 6.D

File Number:20-1037

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: information Version: 1 Status: Other Business

Title
2020 Year-End Highlights

Recommended Action
Committee Recommendation:
Not referred to a committee.

City Manager Recommendation:
Receive a year-in-review presentation on 2020 highlights.

Report
Issue:
Whether to receive a presentation on 2020 accomplishments.

Staff Contact:
Kellie Purce Braseth, Strategic Communications Director, Executive Department, 360.753.8361

Presenter(s):
Kellie Purce Braseth, Strategic Communications Director

Background and Analysis:
Staff will provide an overview of our significant accomplishments for 2020.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
N/A

Options:
N/A

Financial Impact:
N/A

Attachments:
None
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City Council

Executive Session Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110
(1)(h) - Evaluate the Qualifications of Candidate

for Appointment to Elective Office

Agenda Date: 12/15/2020
Agenda Item Number: 9.A

File Number:20-1050

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: executive session Version: 1 Status: Executive Session

Title
Executive Session Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(h) - Evaluate the Qualifications of Candidate for
Appointment to Elective Office
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