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Engineering Design and Development 
Standards 2021 Update

Land Use and Environment Committee, February 18, 2021

Public Works Engineering 

Designing and Building Olympia’s Vision
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List of Topics

Substantive Changes

• Street Connectivity

• Downtown Sidewalk Standards

• Thresholds for Frontage Improvements

• Private Streets in Mobile Home Parks
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Street Connectivity

GT4 – The street network is a well‐connected system of small blocks, allowing short, 
direct trips for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, motorists, and service vehicles.

GT5 ‐ Street connections to existing residential areas and in environmentally sensitive 
areas will be carefully examined before a decision is made to create a connection for 
motor vehicle traffic.

Connectivity
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Downtown Sidewalk Standards

• Main objective is to achieve greater 
sidewalk widths on the larger streets 
(e.g. Arterials)

• May address Non‐Motorized Use Only 
weekend and other street closures as 
well

• Consistent with Downtown Strategy

Frontage Improvements

• Major barrier to Redevelopment (“nexus of proportionality”)

• Impact to Downtown Area

• Examples include: 
o Sidewalks and planter strips

o Driveways

o Undergrounding of Private Utilities

o Public utility extensions
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Private Streets in Mobile Home Parks

Internal Circulation   vs.  Required Through Street(s)

Next Steps

Feb. – June Work on Topics and Engage Stakeholders

June 17 Back to LUEC with Specifics

July 13 City Council Public Hearing

August Codify Changes
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