Optional substitute language for 5.82.060

Section 4. Amendment of OMC 5.82 Olympia Municipal Code Chapter 5.82 is hereby amended to add
section 5.82.060 as follows:

5.82.060 Limits to Move in Fees

A refundable security deposit or last month’s rent may be charged by a landlord before a tenant takes
possession of a dwelling unit. Landlords are prohibited from charging tenants any other non-refundable
fees or one-time fees at the beginning of the tenancy, including a fee to hold a unit prior to the tenant
taking possession. The amount of the refundable security deposit or last month’s rent may not exceed
one month’s rent, except in that type of subsidized housing where the amount of rent is set based on the
income of the tenant. The exception for subsidized housing does not include tenancies regulated under
Section 8 of the Housing Act of 1937, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 1437f, commonly known as the choice voucher
program. A landlord is prohibited from charging or accepting any move in fee in excess of that allowed in
this section. Nothing in this section prohibits a landlord from charging a pet damage deposit, as allowed
in OMC 5.82.050.



