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MEMORANDUM
TO: Tim Smith, Community Development Director
FROM: Jay Burney, City Manager
DATE: August 25, 2026
SUBJECT: Temporary Use of Vehicle for Habitation

The purpose of the memorandum is to initiate a pilot program that authorizes the Community Development
Director or designee to permit the use of a recreational vehicle (RV) or other vehicle for temporary habitation on
a parcel of land and outside of the public right-of-way. This pilot project is initiated pursuant to the provisions of
Ordinance No. 7443 that declares a state of public health emergency relating to houselessness. The ordinance
authorizes the City Manager to take such actions as are reasonable and necessary to mitigate the conditions
giving rise to the public health emergency. This pilot program will be periodically evaluated to determine
whether it should be continued, terminated, or permanently codified into the Olympia Municipal Code (OMC).

With the permission of a property owner, an RV or other vehicle may be used for habitation under an
Emergency Housing Facility Permit issued by the Community Development Department pursuant to OMC 18.50.
The permit will authorize either of the following:

1. Residential Property: One vehicle on an approved parking location such as the driveway of a developed
lot with low density housing. Permit fees and other siting criteria in OMC 18.50.060 will be waived due
to the limited scale of this program for residential lots. A property subject to Covenants, Conditions and
Restrictions (CC&Rs) of an active Homeowners’ Association that does not allow vehicle habitation is not
eligible for an Emergency Housing Permit. There must be access to a restroom in the primary home. The
recreational vehicle will be required to connect the RV to a sewer clean-out if available and feasible.

2. Faith-based Property: Two vehicles on a paved parking lot of a site developed with a church or other
faith-based organization. The City currently allows for emergency housing facilities such as tents and
small structures to be located on such sites with an approved Emergency Housing permit. This pilot
program expands the type of permissible housing facilities to include up to no more than two vehicles.
Permit fees will not apply for faith-based properties that are not operating under an existing Emergency
Housing Permit. For those properties currently operating under an Emergency Housing Permit and are
providing other types of emergency housing, an amendment to that permit is required and permit fees
and siting criteria apply, unless waived by the Community Development Director.

RVs are not permitted to connect to a septic system. No visible outdoor storage, rubbish or garbage associated
with the use is allowed. Dumping of RV waste is only permitted into an approved sewer clean-out or into a
mobile sewage transport device.

The Director may establish other permit conditions and may revoke or refuse to renew a permit for violations of
condition. A permit issued under this pilot program shall not exceed six months and may be renewed upon a
finding that permit conditions are satisfied.
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