ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDING OLYMPIA
MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 18.06.080, TABLE 6.02, BUILDING HEIGHT AND
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT-WIDE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR THE HIGH DENSITY
CORRIDOR ZONING DISTRICTS; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 6820 AND
ORDINANCE NO. 6878.

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia established High Density Corridor Commercial zoning districts (the HDC
zones); and

WHEREAS, the Olympia Comprehensive Plan promotes higher densities and intensities within the HDC
zones subject to higher levels of development regulations and design review; and

WHEREAS, the development regulations in place do not require additional setback from single family
dwellings located in the Residential Multiple Family 18 and 24 Zoning Districts; and

WHEREAS, the development regulations in place only require a single step back for buildings greater than
35 feet in height; and

WHEREAS, the City, through its development review process, has analyzed the impacts of the existing
regulations and have found that they do not fully protect adjoining single family development; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has heard testimony and public comments from numerous City residents
about the impacts that tall buildings with small setbacks and limited step backs can have on adjoining
properties and neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, on December 11, 2012, the Olympia City Council enacted Ordinance No. 6820, which
established interim regulations providing for enhanced setbacks and building step backs within the HDC
zones to ensure sufficient regulation while staff conducted a review and analysis process, including
participation by the public and the Olympia Planning Commission; and

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2013, the Olympia City Council extended the duration of the interim
regulations for an additional six month by virtue of Ordinance No. 6878; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia Planning Commission held public hearings on October 21, 2013, and November
4, 2014, to receive testimony from the public on the impacts of tall buildings in the HDC zones adjacent
to residential and mixed use zones; and

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2013, the Olympia Planning Commission recommended that the Olympia
Municipal Code be amended to provide that the portion of a building within 100" of land zoned for a
maximum density of less than 14 units per acre be limited to 35’ and the portion of a building within 50
of land zoned for a maximum density of 14 units per acre or more be limited to the lesser of 60" or the
height allowed in the abutting district; and

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the City Council has determined that it is in the City's interest to
amend OMC Section 18.06.080, Table 6.02, as recommended by the Olympia Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, this Ordinance is supported by the staff report, attachments, documents and prior public
comment and testimony on file with the City of Olympia; and



WHEREAS, general residential use is prohibited in the Industrial and Auto Services zones; and
WHEREAS, residential uses are allowed in Commercial zones, except the Auto Services zone; and,

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A and Article 11, Section 11, of the
Washington Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendment of the OMC 18.06.080. Olympia Municipal Code Section 18.06.080, Table
6.02, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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Section 2. Repeal of Interim Regulation Ordinances. Ordinance No. 6820 and Ordinance No. 6878
are hereby repealed.

Section 3. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this
Ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed.

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication, as provided
by law.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Dorce Nieneloe—

DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY

PASSED:

APPROVED:
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