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Policy Proposed in Comprehensive Plan Update:  
 
Land Use Chapter, PL16.12: Require a mix of single-family and multi-family structures in 
villages, mixed residential density districts, and apartment projects when these exceed five 
acres; and use a variety of housing types and setbacks to transition to adjacent single-family  

 

Proposed Municipal Development Code Change: 

18.04.060  

N. LARGE MULTIFAMILY HOUSING PROJECTS. 

To ensure that large multifamily housing projects provide a transition to adjoining lower density 
development, multifamily projects shall be subject to the following requirements: 

1. Mix of Dwelling Types. 

a. In the RM-18 and RMU districts, no more than seventy (70) percent of the total housing units 
on sites of ten (10)five (5) or more acres shall be of a single dwelling type (e.g., detached single-
family units, duplexes, triplexes, multi-story apartment buildings, or townhouses). 

b. Multifamily housing projects in the RM-18 or RMU districts on sites of five (5) or more acres, 
which abut an existing or approved multifamily development of five (5) or more acres, shall 
contain a mix of dwelling types such that no more than eighty (80) percent of the total units in 
both projects (combined) are of one (1) dwelling type. The Director (or Hearing Examiner if 
applicable) shall grant an exception to this requirement if s/he determines that topography, 
permanent buffers, or other site features will sufficiently distinguish the developments. 

2. Transitional Housing Types. In the RM-18, MR 7-13 and MR 10-18 districts detached single-
family houses or duplexes shall be located along the perimeter (i.e., to the depth of one (1) lot) 
of multifamily housing projects over five (5) acres in size which are directly across the street 
and visible from existing detached single-family houses. Townhouses, duplexes, or detached 
houses shall be located along the boundary of multifamily housing sites over five (5) acres in 
size which adjoin, but do not directly face, existing detached single-family housing (e.g., back to 
back or side to side). The Director (or Hearing Examiner) may allow exceptions to these 
requirements where existing or proposed landscaping, screening, or buffers provide an 
effective transition between the uses. (See Chapters 18.170 Multi-Family Residential Design 
Guidelines and 18.36.140 Residential Landscape requirements.) 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/olympia/html/Olympia18/Olympia18170.html#18.170

