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Tonight’s Agenda 
•   Planning Framework 
•    Policy Guidance 
•    Emerging Issues and Challenges 
•    Policy Questions 
•    Draft Goals and Objectives 
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Storm and Surface Water Plan Update 

Accomplishments since 2004 
 

• Flooding has been greatly reduced 
 

• Performed analysis of basins to 
help inform project prioritization 
 

• Implemented a new rate structure 
 

• Restored estuary functions at 
mouths of Allison Springs and 
Mission Creek 
 

• And much more… 
 
 

Planning Framework 



Planning Framework 

 
 

Planning Framework 

Comprehensive 
Plan 

Zero Waste 
Plan 

Wastewater 
Plan 

Water System 
Plan 

Storm & 
Surface Water 

Plan 



Planning Framework 

Water Resources Plans 

Dept. of Health approved Dept. of Ecology approved No requirement 



Planning Framework 

Regulatory and Policy Framework for Storm & Surface Water 

Regulations and Statutes Plans and Policies 

Federal 
 

 Clean Water Act 
 Endangered Species Act 
 Tribal Treaty Rights 
 Surface Water Standards 

State  Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit 

 Ecology’s Stormwater Management 
Manual for Western WA 

 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 

 Puget Sound Partnership 
Action Agenda 

City  Olympia Drainage Manual 
 Engineering Development and 

Design Guidelines 
 Olympia Municipal Code 

 Comprehensive Plan 
 Capital Facilities Plan 
 Storm & Surface Water 

Plan 



Olympia Comprehensive Plan 
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New Challenges 
• Climate Change and Sea Level Rise  
• Increasing state and federal regulations 
 
Improvements in Stormwater Management 
• New stormwater treatment technologies  
• Low Impact Development (LID)  

 
Gains in Scientific Knowledge 
• Further understanding of Puget Sound water quality problems 
• Effectiveness of different restoration techniques for various local habitat 

conditions   
 

Emerging Issues 



Policy Questions 



Goals and Objectives 

Definitions  
 

Goals:  Broad, qualitative statements of what the Utility intends to 
achieve. 
 
Objectives:  Specific, measurable statements of what will be done to 
achieve the Goals within a particular timeframe. 
 
Strategies:  General approaches or methods for achieving Objectives and resolving 
specific issues.  Strategies speak to the question “How will we go about 
accomplishing our Objectives?” 
 
 



Goal 1. The frequency and severity of flooding is reduced so that hazards 
are eliminated, except during major storm events. 
 
Goal 2. Improve water quality citywide. 
 
Goal 3. Protect, enhance, and restore aquatic habitat functions provided 
by wetlands, streams, lakes, marine shoreline, and riparian areas citywide. 
 
Goal 4. Built and natural infrastructure is sustainably protected, 
constructed, maintained, managed, and operated to ensure the 
stormwater system functions reliably. 
 
Goal 5. Storm and Surface Water Utility finances are managed responsibly, 
and costs are recovered equitably. 

Draft Goals 



 
Goal 1. The frequency and severity of flooding is reduced so that hazards 
are eliminated, except during major storm events. 
  
Objective 1A. Improve the stormwater system in areas that are vulnerable to 
flooding. 
 
Objective 1B. Prepare for emergency response during storm events. 
 
Objective 1C. Mitigate the effects of urban stormwater runoff and implement low 
impact development techniques. 
 
Objective 1D. Plan for the anticipated impacts of sea level rise. 
 
 
 
 

 

Draft Goals and Objectives 



Goal 2. Improve water quality citywide. 
  
Objective 2A. Prioritize source control of pollution citywide. 
 
Objective 2B. Retrofit stormwater treatment in areas of the City with little or no 
water quality treatment. 
 
Objective 2C. Educate the community about water quality with emphasis on how 
they can be a part of the solution. 
 
Objective 2D. Partner with other agencies, jurisdictions, and organizations in order 
to leverage water quality planning and project efforts. 
 
Objective 2E. Comply with federal and state permits and regulations. 
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Goal 3. Protect, enhance, and restore aquatic habitat functions provided 
by wetlands, streams, lakes, marine shoreline, and riparian areas citywide.  
  
Objective 3A.  Protect intact aquatic habitat from degradation.  
 
Objective 3B.  Enhance existing impaired aquatic habitat.  
 
Objective 3C. Restore degraded aquatic habitat to increase ecosystem function. 
 
Objective 3D. Participate in and technically support City and regional 
environmental planning efforts and implementation projects. 
 
Objective 3E. Increase community awareness of and engagement around aquatic 
habitat function and benefits through outreach and education. 
 

Draft Goals and Objectives 



Goal 4. Built and natural infrastructure is sustainably protected, constructed, 
maintained, managed, and operated to ensure the stormwater system functions 
reliably. 
Objective 4A.  Develop and implement an asset management program for the built 
infrastructure and natural environment. 
 
Objective 4B. Design and construct infrastructure to ensure reliable, cost effective function. 
 
Objective 4C. Further develop and implement the Utility’s private and public stormwater 
system inspection programs. 
 
Objective 4D. Continue to improve maintenance management, including preventative 
maintenance, repairs and replacements. 
 
Objective 4E. Continue to improve employee training and safety programs. 
 
Objective 4F. Plan for the anticipated impacts of sea level rise 
 

Draft Goals and Objectives 



Goal 5. Storm and Surface Water Utility finances are managed responsibly, 
and costs are recovered equitably. 
  
Objective 5A. Set rates that reflect financial policies and recover the cost of 
providing services to each customer category. 
 
Objective 5B. Manage Utility rates and connection fees consistent with the City’s 
guiding principle of growth paying for growth. 
 
Objective 5C. Use debt financing responsibly to support needed capital facility 
investments and “smooth” rate impacts. 
 

Draft Goals and Objectives 



What we’ve done  
•   Determined list of Policy Questions 
•    Revisited Utility’s Mission, Vision and Values 
•    Discussed Policy Questions with UAC & LUEC 

 
Next steps 

• Incorporate UAC input tonight on Goals and Objectives 
• Develop Public Involvement Strategy 

• Online Survey – Return in May to UAC?  

• Develop Plan Update Schedule 
• Land Use & Environment Committee briefing – April 21 
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Century Gothic Font for Title 

o l y m p i a w a . g o v  

Questions and Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Keehan 
Public Works Water Resources 

lkeehan@ci.olympia.wa.us 
360.753.8321 
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