
 
GREAT BLUE HERON DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS: 

 
Within the Great Blue Heron Management Area:  
  

Any clearing, grading, outside construction or other activity that causes loud noise above 
ambient noise levels shall be done from September 1 through January 31, outside of the 
nesting season. Ambient noise is specific to the location of the nesting colony site and 
can include noises such as sirens and leaf blowers. Noise that is not considered ambient 
noise includes but is not limited to outdoor construction and the use of dump trucks, front 
end loaders, pile drivers and blasting equipment.    
 
 
All 6 inch diameter breast height (dbh) or larger trees shall be retained if the removal of 
those trees decreases the effectiveness of the trees’ screening of new and existing 
development from the colony and if replacing the removed trees with other trees does 
not screen the nesting colony to the same extent as the existing trees.  
 
Within the Great Blue Heron Core Zone: 

   
No development shall occur in the great blue heron nesting colony. 
  
Any development within the year-round buffer shall use mitigation sequencing as set out 
in OMC 18.32.135 to:  
• maintain baseline development conditions and ambient noise levels;  
• maintain great blue heron habitat features and processes and provide mitigation for 

any loss of heron habitat features and processes; and shall   
• Include an implementation plan for both the development and any required mitigation 

with maps, as-built drawings, vegetation removal and planting, timing, and an 
operation and maintenance plan for businesses that include outside operations.   

  
If a nesting colony has been abandoned by a great blue heron colony, the great blue 
heron core zone for this colony shall be protected for a period of 10 years from the last 
known active nesting season.   
 
If the parcel where the development will occur abuts a parcel containing a great blue 
heron nesting colony, there shall be a minimum 30 foot building setback from the 
property line(s) closest to the nesting colony. The setback shall be vegetated using 
native vegetation that screens activities on the parcel from the nesting colony.  
 
If the standard conditions set forth above in the Conditions section are acceptable, 
please sign below and this will serve as your Great Blue Heron Management Plan. 
Activities will be periodically monitored and failure to comply with the Plan constitutes a 
violation as set forth in OMC 18.32.175. 
 
I have read and understand the above conditions placed on parcel 
#________________ located at 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature ____________________________________________Date______________ 


