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Sea Level Rise Update 

 National Research Council 
◦ Plan for 24 inches of sea level rise by 2050 
◦ Plan for 55 inches of sea level rise by 2100 

 <1% chance of 72 inches of sea level rise 
(Kopp 2015) 

 <0.1% chance of 96 inches of sea level 
rise (NOAA 2017) 
 



Land Ice (glaciers, ice caps, ice sheets) 

 Land ice melt is 
accelerating 

 Greatest unknown for 
sea level rise  

 Modeling is improving Calving 

Ice shelf collapse 

Glacial moulins 

 



Utility Bill Insert 



Community Update 



Sea Level Rise Story Map 

olympiawa.gov/sealevelrise 



Request for Qualifications 



Emergency Response 



Capitol Lake Flood Tool 



January 18th Tide 

 Low Atmospheric Pressure: 29.3 
inches 

 Predicted Tide: 15.6 feet 
 Actual Tide: 17.1 feet (Tacoma) 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Atmospheric Pressure 

 In the short-term, The increased 
frequency and severity of low pressure 
events may play a bigger role in flooding 
than sea level rise. 



Sea Level Rise Update 
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