
City Hall

601 4th Avenue E

Olympia, WA  98501

Contact: Joyce Phillips

360.570.3722

Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission

6:30 PM Room 207Monday, March 20, 2017

CALL TO ORDER1.

Chair Mark called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL1.A

Present: 5 - Chair Brian Mark, Vice Chair Mike Auderer, Commissioner Travis 

Burns, Commissioner Paula Ehlers and Commissioner Carole 

Richmond

Excused: 2 - Commissioner Negheen Kamkar and Commissioner Missy Watts

Absent: 1 - Commissioner Darrell Hoppe

OTHERS PRESENT

Community Planning and Development:

Deputy Director, Leonard Bauer

Senior Planner, Amy Buckler

Senior Planner, Joyce Phillips

Office Specialist/Minutes Recorder, Stacey Rodell

MAKERS: John Owen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA2.

The agenda was approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES3.

3.A 17-0278 Approval of the February 27, 2017 Olympia Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Richmond had one revision to the minutes. Page 4 - Item 6. B - 5th 

paragraph, change sentence from Due to her experience in property law...to Due to 

her research on property law...

The minutes were approved as amended.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None4.

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS5.
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Ms. Phillips announced the following:

· Planning Association of Washington is offering its Boot Camp on March 24, 

2017 at the Lacey Community Center.  The City of Olympia has a group 

membership and we can send up to three Commissioners for the member rate.  

You could then share the information you learned with the rest of the 

Commission.  Agenda items include Vested Rights; Vested Rights for 

Stormwater Regulations; Water Rights; Regulation of Homelessness; Sign 

Codes; and Land Use Case Law. 

· At the March 21, 2017 City Council Study Session, there will be a discussion 

regarding planning for the Isthmus, including options for long term planning, 

continued blight removal, and proposed interim improvements on the isthmus.  

· The Site Plan Review Committee has three presubmission conferences 

scheduled this week:

o Columbarium Project, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd - a new 

structure of 63 niches. 

o Chamber Lake Townhomes Addition, 1718-1730 Elizabeth St. SE.  The 

proposal is to add 3 new buildings to parcel, which currently has two 

buildings on it.  

o Cooper’s Knoll Preliminary Plat, 2400 Kaiser Rd. NW - Subdivide an 

existing parcel into 20 residential lots.

BUSINESS ITEMS6.

6.A 17-0274 Recommendation on the Downtown Strategy Draft

The Commission completed its deliberation.  There were several amendments to the 

recommendation letter.

Vice Chair Auderer motioned, seconded by Commissioner Burns, to approve 

the recommendation letter as amended and forward to City Council.

6.B 17-0226 Recommendation on Draft Amendments to Critical Areas Ordinance 

(CAO)

 

Commissioner Ehlers recused herself from this business item, therefore there was not 

a quorum to make a decision on this business item.

The recommendation was postponed until the April 3, 2017 Planning 

Commission meeting.

REPORTS7.

Commissioner Ehlers and Commissioner Richmond reported on the Missing Middle 

Work Group meeting they attended on March 14, 2017 at City Hall.

Chair Mark announced the Gateways Community Kick-Off meeting will be on 

Thursday, March 30, 2017 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Olympia Center.
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OTHER TOPICS - None8.

ADJOURNMENT9.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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