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Statement of Historical Significance for 222 Capitol Way North  
"Historical Downtown Square" 

 
 
The site on which Historical Downtown Square was built was the site where Governor Isaac l. 
Stevens convened the first Territorial Legislature of Washington on February 28th, 1854.  
 
On December 11, 1852, this site was also the original meeting place of Olympia Lodge No. 1 
F.&A.M. 
 
As well, the Pacific House, which was directly to the south of the site, was established by 
Rebecca Howard, the first African American to open a business in Washington. Currently, a 
mural to memorialize Ms. Howard and the Pacific House, as it might have appeared in 1874, is 
painted on the south wall of our building. 
 
Immediately after World War 2, the current building was constructed as the Packard Automobile 
Dealership. In the early sixties it became a Volkswagen Dealership and then in the late Sixties it 
became a Dodge Dealership. In the 1980s the car dealerships moved out of downtown to the 
Auto Mall. 
 
The building was remodeled into offices, and was the offices of a number of financial 
enterprises until 2015, when the last financial company left.  
 
In 2005, Andre LeRest started a French Bakery and Cafe, the Bread Peddler, which gradually 
expanded to include the south one-third of the building. 
 
Starting in 2015, and completed in November of 2016, the interior of the building was converted 
into 222 Market, an Artisan Food Hall. 
 
Although the interior of the building has been repurposed on several occasions, the original 
exterior has remained largely intact. 
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Historical Downtown Square (222 Capitol Way N) 
Register Application Photos 

 
Olympia Avenue (North) Elevation: 
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Capitol Way (West) Elevation: 
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Alley (South) Elevation): 
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Pavement Plaques: 
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Historical Photo: 
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