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Bellingham Experience

In 2012 Bellingham voters approved a 
property tax levy of $21 million over a 7-year 
period (2013-2019) to provide, produce, 
and/or preserve affordable housing. 2/3rds of 
the funding must benefit those households 
earning less than 50% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI). 
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Everett Experience



City of Tacoma Experience



Community Response Summary 

Community Levy Date Amount/ 7 years Target

Seattle Yes 2009, 2016
$290,000,000

($41million per year)
Production, Preservation, Rental Assistance/ 

Homelessness Prevention

Everett No 2014 NA
Community Streets Initiative

63 recommendations

Bellingham Yes 2012
$21,000,000

($3 million per year)
Production, Preservation, Rental Assistance/ 

Homelessness Prevention

Vancouver Yes 2016
$42,000,000

($6 million per year)
Production, Preservation, Rental Assistance/ 

Homelessness Prevention

Tacoma No 2017 NA Immediate Shelter



Community Response Summary 



Downtown Strategy Recommendations



Coordinated Entry and Vulnerability Index



Policy Questions Related to the Home Fund

• What is the relationship between the homelessness and 
affordable housing funding and the Public Safety funding? 

• Do you want to declare a housing emergency?  

• What is the best timing of a referendum?

• Do you prefer property tax or sales tax?

• Would you want to limit the maximum amount collected 
under the levy to $2.29 million per year?

• What length of time would you want to set the levy or tax 
for?

• Who is your target population or populations?

• How would you plan to use these funds?  

• How do you want to manage this program?

• Would you want to include a Citizens advisory committee?



Other Policy Questions

• Vulnerable Renter Protections

• ADUs

• Start dialogue now for a 2017 Warming Center 





2017 election dates

• Bellingham:  January 2012 to November 2012

• Vancouver: February 2015 to November 2016
(Evictions started at the Courtyard Apartments in December of 2014)


