
18.32.___ Locally Important Habitat and Species – Definitions and Performance Standards - 

Great Blue Heron Rookeries 

A.  Definitions 

1. Great Blue Heron Nesting Season means February 1 through August 31. 

2. Great Blue Heron Nesting Colony means the area inside the line created when the outermost 

nesting trees are connected. This line is the nesting colony boundary of two or more nests.  

3. Great Blue Heron Core Zone means the area consisting of the great blue heron nesting colony and 

the year-round buffer. 

4.   Great Blue Heron Management Area means the area consisting of a great blue heron nesting 

colony, the year-round buffer, and the seasonal buffer. 

5.   Screening Tree means a tree that is within a direct line of sight between structures or 

development and the nesting area, and/or a tree that blocks the visibility of the nesting colony 

from structures or development during any part of the year, and within the great blue heron 

management area.  

B.  Buffers and Measurements 

1.  The year-round buffer is 200 feet, measured from the nesting colony boundary. 

2. The seasonal buffer is an additional 300 feet, measured from the great blue heron core zone 

boundary. 

3. Great Blue Heron Pre-nesting Area means an area less than 1 kilometer (.62 miles) from a 

great blue heron nesting colony where male birds congregate prior to occupying the nests. 

C.  Development Conditions Within the Great Blue Heron Core Zone 

1. No development shall occur in the great blue heron nesting colony. 

2. Any development within the year-round buffer shall use mitigation sequencing as provided in 

OMC 18.32.135 to:  

 a. maintain baseline development conditions and ambient noise levels;  

 b. maintain great blue heron habitat features and processes and provide mitigation for any 

loss of heron habitat features and processes; and shall 



 c. include an implementation plan for both the development and any required mitigation 

with maps, as-built drawings, vegetation removal and planting, timing, and an operation and 

maintenance plan for businesses that include outside operations. 

3. If the parcel where the development will occur abuts a parcel containing a great blue heron 

nesting colony, there shall be a minimum 30 foot building setback from the property line(s) 

closest to the nesting colony. The setback shall be vegetated using native trees and shrubs 

that screen activities on the parcel from the nesting colony. 

4. If a nesting colony has been abandoned by a great blue heron colony, the great blue heron 

management core zone for this colony shall be protected for a period of ten years from the 

last known active nesting season. 

D. Development Conditions Within the Great Blue Heron Management Area 

1. Any clearing, grading, outside construction or other activity that causes loud noise above 

ambient noise levels shall be done from September 1 through January 31, outside of the 

nesting season. Ambient noise is specific to the location of the nesting colony site and can 

include noises such as sirens and leaf blowers. Noise that is not considered ambient noise 

includes but is not limited to outdoor construction and the use of dump trucks, front end 

loaders, pile drivers and blasting equipment. 

2. All 6 inch diameter breast height (dbh) or larger trees shall be retained if the removal of those 

trees decreases the effectiveness of the trees’ screening of new and existing development 

from the colony and if replacing the removed trees with other trees does not screen the 

nesting colony to the same extent as the existing trees. 

 


