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Additional Research on Osborn/Lee House
118 19th Ave SW

 This building is designated as a Non-Contributing property in the South Capitol Neighborhood 
Historic District.  

 The Thurston County Assessor lists the construction date for the property as 1908.  

 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps provide the following information:

o 1908 – No buildings constructed on this site
o 1924 – House (but not garage) shown in its current footprint configuration
o 1947 – No change

 Polk’s City Directories indicate that the Lee family lived in the house almost continuously from 
ca. 1936 until ca. 1973; according to the 1934 Polk Directory, their previous address was 400 
W 15th Ave.  Based on initial research, there appears to be no mention of this address in the 
Polk directories prior to the Lee family’s residence. 

 The application mentions an S. S. Osborn on the deed for the property from dating from 
February 17, 1908.  A Stephen Osborn and family are listed at 113 W 18th Ave as far back as 
the 1906 directory.  This parcel is immediately north of the alley behind 118 19th Ave SW.  

2010 Aerial Image of Area
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Polk’s Directories on 118 19th Ave SW

(1911-2 = (Stephen Osborn & Family listed at 113 18th Ave W; 
Mention of 110, 114, and 120 but not 118 W 19th Ave)

(1934 = Lee family at 400 15th Ave W)

1936 to 1939 = Ralph B. & Elizabeth L. Lee and Mrs. Frances J. Penrose (mother of Elizabeth) 
(variously listed as jr. draughtsman State Dt. Hwys and draftsman A.K. Stillman)

1941  = VACANT

1943 = Wm. B. Shirley

1946 to 1964 = Ralph B. Lee (occasionally with Elizabeth P. or Bess Lee listed)

1965 to 1973 = Mrs. Elizabeth P. Lee

1974 = Richard Nichols

1939 Thurston County Assessor Photo
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1908 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map

1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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Spokane Family Records

1904 Marriage Certificate for Ralph & Elizabeth Lee

1910 Census Records for City of Spokane.  Names listed as Ralph B., Bessie, Ralph Jr., and Virginia
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Selection of Olympia Society Page Listings for the Lee Family

Morning Olympian, July 2, 1930, p 3 Morning Olympian, October 13, 1930, p 3

Morning Olympian, August 27, 1932, p 3

Morning Olympian, August 16, 1935, p 3 Morning Olympian, January 11, 1936, p 3

Morning Olympian, August 16, 1942, p 6
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Morning Olympian, May 10, 1938, p 3
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Lee Family Activities in Lacey

Morning Olympian, March 31, 1943, p 1
Morning Olympian, March 22, 1945, p 5 Morning Olympian, April 29, 1945, p 5
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