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18.02.180 Definitions 
 
S.    DEFINITIONS – SPECIFIC. 
 
Sign. Any object, device, display, or structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors or 
indoors, which is used to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an 
object, person, institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by 
any means. Such means may include words, letters, figures, design, movement, 
symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images. 
 
Sign, Abandoned. Any sign which:  

a.     Is located on property which becomes vacant and unoccupied for a period of 12 
consecutive months or more (excepting legal off-premise signs), or 

b.     Relates to any occupant or business unrelated to the present occupant or their 
business (excepting legal off-premise signs), or 

c.     Pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies. 
 
Sign, Alley. A type of building mounted sign that is located on a building wall facing a 
public alley. 
 
Sign, Animated. A sign with action or motion (including those that flash, oscillate or 
revolve) or one that involves color changes more frequently than once per 24 hours, 
illustrations or messages. This does not include wind activated elements such as flags 
or banners; nor does it include public service signs (such as time and temperature 
signs).  For the purposes of this chapter, it does include search lights and strobe lights. 
 
Sign Area. The entire background of a sign upon which advertising could be placed 
(counting all faces), including the frame but not other supporting structure, except that 
the area of advertising affixed directly to, or painted on a building without any 
background, other than the building, shall be the area contained in the smallest 
geometric figure enclosing all portions of the sign message (i.e., all letters, numbers, 
graphics, etc.). 
 
Sign Awning. A sign which is on an awning. Awning signs are a type of building 
mounted sign. 
 
Sign, Banner. A lightweight temporary sign. 
 
Sign, Billboard. A rigidly assembled outdoor sign permanently affixed to the ground or 
permanently attached to a building or other permanent structure, unrelated to any use 
or activity on the property on which the sign is located, but not including directional 
signs as defined herein. 
 
Sign, Blade. A type of building mounted sign that is oriented for pedestrians that 
extends from a building wall or hangs from a marquee.  Blade signs larger than 10 
square feet in size are considered Projecting Signs if not attached to a marquee. 
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Sign, Building Mounted. A permanent sign which is attached to, or erected against or 
painted on, any exterior wall, fascia, or window of a building or structure. For the 
purpose of this Title, signs which shall be considered building mounted signs, include 
flush mounted signs, signs on marquees and awnings, projecting signs, blade signs, 
and signs erected on the side of a mansard roof provided the sign does not project 
above the uppermost roof line or flashing. 
 
Sign, Business Directory. A type of development identification sign which lists the 
names of the individual uses in a development. 
 
Sign, Changeable Copy. See Sign, Readerboard. 
 
Signs, Channel Letters. A flush mounted wall sign that consists of individual letters or 
characters not bound together in one complete structure. Channel Letter signs are signs 
in which each letter or character is mounted individually within its own area, with the 
total area of individual letters or characters comprising the sign. 
 
Sign, Ground. A ground supported sign which is no greater than twelve (12) feet in 
height above grade. 
 
Sign, Development Identification. A freestanding or building mounted sign which 
identifies the name of a development. For the purpose of sign standards, a development 
consists of multiple building complexes such as shopping malls, industrial and business 
parks, residential subdivision developments, and multiple occupancy buildings. 
 
Sign, Directional. A sign designed solely to guide or direct pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
to an area, place or convenience. 
 
Sign, Feather. A vertical portable sign that contains a harpoon-style pole or staff driven 
into the ground for support or supported by means of an individual stand. 
 
Sign, Flashing. See Sign, Animated. 
 
Sign, Flush-Mounted. A type of building mounted sign which and is attached to, or 
erected against any exterior wall or fascia of a building or structure, with the exposed 
face of the sign parallel to the plane of the wall. 
 
Sign, Freestanding. A permanent sign supported by one or more uprights, poles or 
braces in or upon the ground. For the purposes of this Title, freestanding signs include 
pole signs and signs otherwise known as ground signs or monument signs. 
 
Sign, Hazardous. Any sign that is dangerous or confusing to motorists and pedestrians, 
including any sign which by its color, wording, design, location, or illumination 
resembles or conflicts with any official traffic control device or which otherwise impedes 
the safe and efficient flow of traffic. 
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Sign, Historical.  Historic signs that contribute to the architectural and historic character 
of Olympia, which may complement or define an individual building or may be valued 
independently from the building or site on which it is located. 
 
Sign Height. The vertical distance from ground level to the top of the sign. 
 
Sign, Identification. A pole or ground sign which identifies the name of a shopping 
center. 
 
Sign, Inflatable. Balloons or other gas-filled figures. For purposes of this section, 
inflatable signs shall be treated as temporary signs.  Inflatable signs that include 
movement are considered animated signs and are not allowed. 
 
Sign, Legacy.  Signage related to a structure but not the present occupancy or use. 
 
Sign, Marquee. Any sign which forms part of or is integrated into a marquee or canopy 
and which does not extend horizontally beyond the limits of such marquee or canopy. 
 
Sign, Monument. See Sign, Freestanding.  
 
Sign, Non-conforming. Any legally established sign existing at the time of this Ordinance 
which does not meet the current provisions of Title 18. 
 
Sign, Nuisance. Any sign which emits smoke, visible particles, odors, and/or sound, 
except that speakers in signs of a drive-through facility shall be allowed. 
 
Sign, On-Premises. A sign which carries advertisement related to a lawful use of the 
premises on which it is located, including signs indicating the business transacted, 
services rendered, goods sold or produced on the premises, name of business, name of 
the person, firm or corporation occupying the premises. 
 
Sign, Out-of-Date. Signs for which the event, time, or purpose no longer applies. 
 
Sign, Parking Lot Pole Banner. A type of banner sign, typically made of outdoor fabric, 
attached to the lighting poles in parking lots. 
 
Sign, Pedestal.  See Sandwichboard/Pedestal Sign. 
 
Sign, Pole. A ground supported sign which is no less than twelve (12) and no greater 
than thirty (30) feet in height above grade. 
 
Sign, Political. A sign for the purpose of advertising a candidate or candidates for public 
elective office, or a political party, or which promotes a position on a public or ballot 
issue. 
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Sign, Portable (Mobile). A sign made of any material which by its design is readily 
movable and which is not permanently affixed to the ground, a structure or a building. 
 
Sign, Projecting. A sign which projects 12 inches or more from a building and is 
supported by a wall or structure. 
 
Sign, Light Projection.  An image projected onto a building or walkway. 
  
Sign, Public Service. A sign which provides a service to the public (such as indicating 
the current time and temperature or a community bulletin board) but which includes no 
advertising other than the name of the sponsoring organization. 
 
Sign, Readerboard. A sign with characters or letters that can be manually changed 
without altering the face of the sign. Electronic signs are not readerboards for the 
purposes of this Title, but are animated signs. 
 
Sign, Revolving. See Sign, Animated. 
 
Sign, Roof. A sign erected upon or above a roof or parapet of a building or structure. A 
sign shall be considered a building mounted sign if it is erected on the side of a 
mansard roof and does not project above the uppermost roof line or flashing. 
 
Sign, Sandwich Board/Pedestal Sidewalk Sign. A type of portable sign. 
 
Sign, Shopping Center.  A type of permanent freestanding sign for larger shopping 
complexes. 
 
Sign, Structural Alteration. Any change or modification in the supporting members of the 
structure, such as the pole, cabinet, footing/foundation. Exceptions are new paint, 
rewiring, or face change. 
 
Sign Structure. Any structure which supports or is capable of supporting any sign. A 
sign structure may be a single pole and may be an integral part of the building. 
 
Sign, Temporary. Any sign, banner, pennant, valance or advertising display intended to 
be displayed for only a limited period of time. 
 
Sign, Window. A sign permanently painted on or adhered or mounted to an exterior 
window (e.g., a neon sign). Window signs are a type of building mounted sign.  
 
Sign, Yard/Lawn.  A temporary sign that is posted in the ground by a stake or wire 
frame.  
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FIGURE 2-7 

 
 


