
Ordinance No.

AN ORDTNANCE OF THE CrTY OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, AMENDTNG
CHAPTERS 18.02, 18.120, 18.145, AND 18.150, REPEALING CHAPTER
L8.42t AND ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 18.43, OF THE OLYMPTA
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO SIGNS.

WHEREAS, a Public Participation Plan was developed for the preparation of a new sign code
for the City of Olympia; and

WHEREAS, a Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) was formed to represent a wide range of
opinions and viewpoints related to sign issues in order to inform about the development of the
new sign provisions; and

WHEREAS, the PAC met seven times between November 2016 and April 2018 in meetings that
were open to the public to obserue; and

WHEREAS, amendments to the sign code are proposed to address sign content issues in light
of recent court cases and opinions; and

WHEREAS, on November 2L, 20t6, April t7, 20L7, May 7, 2018, August 20, 2018, and
October t,20L8, the Olympia Planning Commission received briefings on the proposal to
update the sign code (herein the Amendments); and

WHEREAS, staff provided updates on the Amendments throughout the process to community
and business organizations, such as the Coalition of Neighborhood Associations, the West
Olympia Business Association and the Olympia Downtown Alliance Design Committee; and

WHEREAS, staff provided updates on the Amendments to the City Council's Land Use and
Environment Committee on September t5, 20t6, January L9, 20L7 , March 16, 2017, May 18,

20t7, and April 18,2018; and

WHEREAS, on February L4,2018, the proposed Amendments were sent to the Washington
State Department of Commerce Growth Management Services with the Notice of Intent to
Adopt a Development Regulation Amendment as required by RCW 36.704.106, and no
comments were receíved from state agencies during the sixty day comment period; and

WHEREAS, on August 3, 2018, the City of Olympia issued a Determination of Non-significance
pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) on the Amendment, which was not
appealed; and

WHEREAS, newsletters regarding the Amendments were sent in September 20L6, February
20t7, August 2018 and October 2018, and notifìcation to interested parties was provided
periodically throughout the process; and
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WHEREAS, public drafts of the Amendments were posted to the project webpage on July 9,
2018 and September 21,2018, and public comments were taken on the drafts; and

WHEREAS, on October 25, 2018, a legal notice was published in The Olympian newspaper
regarding a public hearing on the Amendments; and

WHEREAS, on November 5, 2018, the Olympia Planning Commission held a public hearing on
the proposal and deliberated the Amendments on November 18, 2018; and

WHEREAS, following the public hearing and deliberations, the Planning Commission
recommended amendments to Title 18 of the Olympia Municipal Code, as proposed; and

WHEREAS, the Amendments are consistent with the Olympia Comprehensive Plan and other
chapters of the Olympia Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the Amendments meet the goals and requirements of the Washington State
Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, the Amendments have been reviewed pursuant to the Olympia Municipal Code
provisions to amend the code; and

WHEREAS, Chapters 354.63 and 36.704 RCW and Article 11, Section 11 of the Washington
State Constitution authorize and permit the City to adopt this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is supported by the staff report and materials associated with this
Ordinance, along with other documents on file with the City of Olympia; and

WHEREAS, the Olympia City Council, after considering all of the testimony and evidence, finds
that the Sign Code development regulation amendments proposed herein will protect the
health, safety and welfare of the City and are in the best interests of the CiÇ's residents;

NOW THEREFORE, THE OLYMPTA CrTY COUNCTL ORDATNS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Reoeal of OMC 18.42. Chapter L8.42 of the Olympia Municipal Code is hereby
repealed in its entirety as shown on the attached Exhibit A, which is hereby incorporated as

though fully set forth herein.

Section 2. Adoption of NEW OMC Chapter 18.43. A NEW CHAPTER 18.43 is hereby
added to the Olympia Municipal Code as shown on the attached Exhibit B, which is hereby
incorporated as though fully set fofth herein.

Section 3. Amendment of OMC 18.02.180. Subsection 18.02.180.5 of the Olympia
Municipal Code is hereby amended as shown on the attached Exhibit C, which is hereby
incorporated as though fully set forth herein.
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Section 4. Amendment of OMC 18.120. Chapter 18.120 of the Olympia Municipal Code is

hereby amended as shown on the attached Exhibit D, which is hereby incorporated as though
fully set forth herein.

Section 5. Amendment of OMC 18.145. Chapter 18.145 of the Olympia Municipal Code is

hereby amended as shown on the attached Exhibit E, which is hereby incorporated as though
fully set fofth herein.

Section 6. Amendment of OMC 18.150. Chapter 18.150 of the Olympia Municipal Code is
hereby amended as shown on the attached Exhibit F, which is hereby incorporated as though
fully set forth herein

Section 7. Olvmpia Municipal Code. Copies of the Olympia Municipal Code are and shall be

retained on file with the City Clerk.

Section 8. Corrections. The City Clerk and codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to
make necessary corrections to this Ordinance, including the correction of scrivener/clerical
errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references
thereto.

Section 9. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance or application of the provisions to
other persons or circumstances shall remain unaffected.

Section 10. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective
date of this Ordinance is hereby ratifìed and affirmed.

Section 11, Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication,
as provided by law.

MAYOR
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CITY ATTORNEY

PASSED:

APPROVED:
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EXHIBIT A

enapter+g=æ
SIGNS

ffi

Sedionsi

+gr4*e2æreese'
ffi
@iens'
æigns'

igns'

igns'

igns.

igns'

igns,

lgns'

ffiigns

æ=42-02€-Pr¡+pese

It is the Burpese oÊt

and maintenanee of all signs and sign struetures (2) Bromete theenhaneement ef business Broperties and their

This ehaBter shall net regulate building design; effieial direetional signs; traffie signs; eopy of signs; design ef

$SnE-s+gns withift ising
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EXHIBIT A

gravestenesr helida

ie+s

@igns'

1 In applying design eriteria; or design guidelines; theÞesign Review Beard or staff may denror

ABBIT

+gn

utilizing eleetrieal-energfasa prerequisite te issuanee of a sign permit under this eode,

igns;

1 No new sign shall be ereeted nor any existing sign strueturally altered; that is not in eomBlianee

@¡ens

+ve

€endition;

3, Abañdened signs s
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EXHIBIT A

si

ieÉ

in-area,

in-area,

7, Temporary non eommereial signs less than siN (6) square feet in sign surfaee area en private

ign'

igù

the struetural alteration of an existing sign; and all ehanges to signs regulated by Design Review Guidelines

+ng-srgn

sfrall not Ae eens¡ in

ines

1, Applieatien for a sign permit shall be made in writing upon forms Brevided by the Þepartment'
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EXHIBIT A

aeet+eatienî

requife*

by the Uniferm Sign €ode; 1991 Edition (or any subsequent edition adoBted by the €ity):

etnerwise-seeei*e*

æ¡g-lls

ions

@

+ons

f: Signs unrelated
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EXHIBIT A

Cing

sha+l+e-preh+bite*

ign

ien

l8-42-100 Summary ef Sign Standards êlassifie atien-System,

+--+reestan¿ingsigns

@igns

g'--+emperafsigns

æigns

maximum sign area standards for speeifie zoning distriets' (Note: Þouble sided signs shall not e¡<eeed half (1/2)

ing

eateutatiem

+-+sft*are-f;eet

Z'--+sqÉare-feet

a--+Oquare-eet

+---++sffare-f,eet

#--a+sqúarefeet
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EXHIBIT A

+;--S+sftrarefeet

g---+€+sqsare-feet

g---+:+sffare-feet

+g'--¿g+sqeare-feet

@igns

+.---+etit+eal-Signs

+.--neaFestate-Signs

igÊs

@igns

Wigns

18-42-120 General StanCards fer FreestanCing Signs

For example; on a 200 square foot double sided sign; eaeh side may have a maximum of 100 square feet,

rights ef way of eighty (80) feet or less; provided that the sign owner agrees to assume all expenses ef
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EXHIBIT A

with an appropriate legal doeument binding the ewneran*any future heirs or assigns to said agreement'

@imum

I' Exeeptiens: In assoeiatien with seeendary and above aeademie seheols; if the site is greater than

ise

the€ign'

development identifieation sign is 7 feet; if the site is at least l0 aeres in size and for new

+s

3, E,€eptien:Metor v

@

'1, Motor vehielesales uses within the Aute Serviees Distriet are allewed twelve (12) foot high

S, eeveleBment i¿ +ees

g, naeement freesta

@
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EXHIBIT A

f, Hghting h reside

ffi

H, fuHie Serviee Signs may be ineluded in a use's permitted signage; previded the overall sign size; height

ane etner stan¿a

five minutes,

t, gne BeveloBment l +ees

¡' neferenees to res¡A

¡+u*ifamilfZ+

(êrd;709 I 515; 2017; erd; 6317 96; 200 l; erd, 6187 91; 2002; erd, 6093 98; 2001; erd, 5714 926; 1997;

eø=+s++ç+-,+995Ì

*, tn a¿¿¡tien te tne

1: ttatio used inealeulation of maximum sign surfaee area, For 32 threugh 200 square feot signs;

whieh the sign-is mounted, Previded; however; for moter vehiele sales uses within the Auto Serviees

@

ize

@in*
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EXHIBIT A

s+

1, Mansard reeÊsigns the size ratio shall use the length ef the wall enelosing the use; netsthe

engthof-the-reef;

in*

be ineorporated into a use's permitted signagq provided the everall sign size; height and other standards for

+. ---+tus+mounæ+signs'

1, lrojeetion-from faee ef building shall not exeeed 12 inehes away from the wall whieh the sign is

ine,

Z, tn tne *uæ Sewiees

f' Paintee wail sign

+.---*wningsigns

1, Eighting Only the area eontaining the sign-band may be internally lit, All awnings whieh are

l-L-Marqueffiigns

1, Theaters existing movie theaters are allowed to retain their traditional type of marquee sign

@
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EXHIBIT A

7, Prejeetien fror¡faee ef building if atEaehed to the faee of the marquee; the sign shall not

pre

l-Prejeeinesigns

l, Signs en mansard rc

su€h

K, Window signs' A sign Bermanently meunted on a window (for e¡xample a neon sign) or permanently

L. Referenees te residential zeningdistriets mean the follewing distriets: Residential-4 8¡ Mi¡<ed Residential

¡+ue'farnilfZ+

18,42-160 General StandarCs fer Temperary Signs
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EXHIBIT A

igns;

F'---Banners

+.---¡ru+n¿ew-Signs

igns'

3.---++aximumSize'

'1, If a-ternporary non eemmereial sign is less than six (6) square f;eet in sign surfaee area and less

18.4?-180 General StanCards fer Sandwieh Beard Sidewalk Signs

A, These standards
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EXHIBIT A

ffiirnum

ffiimum

F, l-laeement¡ e¡<eept real estate signs (See Seetion 'o ^ "^^; Real Estate Sign Standards):

1, Signs must be loeated direetly in frent ef the spsnsoring business an*on the walkway whieh is

the frent wall oFthe business,

+ng-er

leaving+he-premiæs;

1, Signs shall-be loeated next to the eurb edge of a sidewalk in sueira manner so as net te intedere

with the epening ef ear doors; use ef bieyele parking faeilities; bus steps; loading zones; or pedestrian

traffie,

5: Signs shall be le

¡t, U¡agil¡ty owners

resu+tiñgtligss;

eø.eeg+s+æe+

18,'12,200 General StandarCs fer ldentifieatien Signs fer-lndividsal Uses

iñdividual-use;
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EXHIBIT A

iñgs'

mien-signs'

1, All uses in-Neighborheed Retail; Neighborhood Village; Neighberheed €enter; Medieal Serviees;

Professienal effiee

Waterfront Housing; Þowntown Business; Urban Village; €ornmunity Oriented Shepping €enter;

tight Industrial/

g, ¡xeept¡en: lleþ

i= æe,O€+sq.+- Xe-Pete-Signs

- ffi ++ete-Sign

- €¡561 110;000 sq, ft, = *Pete-Signs

- @ +Pete-Signs

+Pote-Signs

ign'
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EXHIBIT A

a, Ex€eptien: Multl

3, If a use dees not direetly front on any publie rights ef way;-the ealeulation rêgarding nurnber of

s+

18,42-220 Distriet Speeifie StanCarCs fer lCentifieatien Signs fer lndiviCual Uses

1, Sign Strueture Fole signs are permitted (Freeway €orrider distriet and Aute Serviees Þistriet are

3, Fer the purposes o

staneaøs for freestana

+ng-s+gns'

1, All other sign standards in Freeway €erridor distriet are determined by the underlying zening

ffiien*

ffiign*

i, Maximum size 50 s

++
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EXHIBIT A

buildingt'

ffiiees

+-.---Sign-5trud$re

iees

¿¡str¡et; ene ane en

igÊs,

'1, Maximum size Ground signs fer motor vehiele sales uses within the Auto Seruiees Ðistriet are

alloweg ene nunarea

5: For those motor vehiele sales lots faeing €ooper l'eint RoadlAuto Mall Þrive are allowed either:

a, nob s¡gns at thiry

sigffsrer
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EXHIBIT A

b: Creund signs at twel

six (6) feet frem the fren

*'--S+Cn-Strudure'

€, Þistriets Medieal Serviees; Professienal effiees/Multifamily Residential, Urban Waterfront Heusing; High

a; E€eBtien: rc +ñg-uses-iree-

housing develepment

eerPâifte*

b; Exeeptien: Free iens-+n

Breperties abutting t

a' e'<eept¡en: *ea

@

¿ouete-si¿e+sign+

ing|-üses-+rce-

ing

s+gns fer heme e€€u

West Bay Þrive Nerthwest may not exeeed five (5) square feet in sign surfaee area per side,

2€€+
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EXHIBIT A

18,42-240 General StandarCs fer Ðevelepment lCentifieatien Signs

Â: Þevelepment ldentifieation Signs are those whieh serve as the primary identifier of the name of a

developmenh Business direetories are eonsidered a Bart ef a-use's Þevelopment Identifieation Signs'

B--Bminess-'Þirederieç

1.: Business direeteries must inelude equal spaee for all businesses in the develepment'

sign whi€h identifi

sign dees ngt er(€ee

sign surfa€e area stand

Identif,eatien5þtns)=

E, euild¡ng le€atl

abevestandards;

}.__{*umber-eÊsigns-

@inæ

a: Sign identifying

@

O' gusiness direetory fe

E, nes¡gent¡al sum

develepmentt e'€e
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EXHIBIT A

+ses.

+ngs'

18, 12,260 Þistriet Spee ifie StanCards ferÞevelepment ldentifieatien Signs

1 Sign Strueture l'ole signs are permitted as development identifieation signs (Freeway €orrider

tne+eveeementontlt

3' Use limits if prop

ifffutrial-eomelexes;

1, Fer the purpeses of ealeulating thenumber of Bermitted signq pole signs are subjeet to the

standards fer freestanding signs; i,e, they are not in addition to the number of Bermitted freestanding

si +ng-s+gns'

5; All ether sign st

@

1, Maximum Size 50 square feet (25 square feet perside for double sided signs),

i' Zgg square feeFen m

sign+

eeubte-siee+s+Cñ+
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EXHIBIT A

@ing

i@ing

ffiiees

ffiing

ffiien+

more of similar land uses within sueh zone shall be leeated on the Broperty of sueh trade

@

18,42-280 Building Entranee Sign StanCards

is'
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EXHIBIT A

iñs

Medieal Seruiees; frofessional€ffiees/Multifamily Residential; €ommereial Seruiees High Þensity; Residential

ffi

F.---{4aximcr+5ize'

+=--++æuare-ee+

i

s$rare-feee

ü

seuare-æ
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EXHIBIT A

within the publie rights of way; previded that the sign shall be Blaeed no.less than ten feet frem the paved

e' femovat, *tl po lssue-en

general eleetien; signs may remain until 5 days:after the general eleetion' The eandidate or eommittee fer

whieh the sign is displayed; shall be resBensible fer its remeval, Theeandidate or eemmittee for whieh the sign

t+tle'

@

18,42,320 Real Estate Sign StandarCs

@

safeqÉ

@ies'

ffiigns

sftarefee+

ffiimum

+ngev+ners

BrepeÊf+ine,

@igns
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EXHIBIT A

s+far*et;

@iffitfm:

iñ

e.- Number ef signs ene-(l) sign per street frentage on the premises fer sale and three (3)

i++single develepment of suMi,visio& s/he is limited to four ( l) off Bremises open house signs

ies*

+.---+eeSate-orRen$igns

a.---$4aximum size 5e square-feet; previded that if a single faeed sign; sign shall not exeeed

3+square-f,eeb

ffiimum

forsaleerrent'

F, Additienal Real Estate Signs The Hearing Examiner may grant a speeial use permit ts allow temBorary

eevelepments; or for
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EXHIBIT A

l8-42-340 Þireetienal-anC lnfermatienal Sign StanCards

Þireetienal signs are these designed solely to guide or direet pedestrian or vehieular traffìe te an area or plaee,

ises

iont

ien-is

a+eweeÌ

ing
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EXHIBIT A

igns'

18-42-350 Ðriveway Entranee/ExiÊ Sign StanCarCs

ffiing

igfls

ft: General, Exeept as etherwise Brevided; any sign whieh is nen eenferming¡may not be strueturallyaltered

nemevatl

1 Any nen eonforming sign whieh is damaged or destreyed brfire¡eNplosion; wind; a*of nature;

eesFshatl-beremove*

+Creffi
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EXHIBIT A

r

T Sf,#2=lo+

eüilding S¡gn€trtt€türe S¡ze+æveFef+i$r+yeeof€ir$t il+¡m¡eret+igns+ype Tyee sudaee+ea

Seesediem Seesediens SeeSediens @ @
+&42'200 1AÆO ßÆ& tnreug@ mreugÉLl¿=360

thr€ugh th{€ugh +€'42=+4€-&

1Æ69 1Æ6e +&42=+€e

geasi++erri¿ee+

Identif;eatien Siñgle I'Hi{diffg-fioünted +Bers*ee+fro*age Zee-*+.mar.+xeeet

Sigff+er eeeupaney sigre+reestanding @ @
Individual-Uses buildiñgs s+gn ffi (Z+*+-marlane

@igns Brejeein*s+gÉ(5+eÉ

@ marì-exeeB+meer

ffi veh+etesate+use+w+thin

@@
sigæbase+en-stFeet 26+s-f=mar.-Þeubte

@@
+g+ee*ge¡¿çeen-si9ns' rftilx;

Euilding

Entranee

Sigfis+

È4ultiple

geeuBanef

bui+diñgs

At+

euild+ng-meunted

sigreÊly

eu{diñgrmosnted

s¡gn-@usFmeunæ¿

en¡Ð

+È+f=max

ffi
ffiize
@
ffi
@
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EXHIBIT A

T*BEE *8-42-91

+VBeof+¡gft
S'tr+lding

+ype

Sigñ€tru€tsre
TTpe

¡*umgersf+igñs

B'riild+ngrmeunted @
sigre+reestandiñg ¡xeep+fertne-*ue

s+gn ffi
entiffi+eestandiñg
signs.aHowe+

S¡ze++ve+ef€¡Cñ

s'urfaeearea

+f=an+++É.-ma¡<-if

un¿erZ+pee-++)

Sg-s+,-mar.+xeept

@
(2€0-s-F.-mareffiajer

ffi
@
ffi
etnerentite++g++e

@
Ze+sP.-ateng-afreFiat

rights-etrwa1c.Ðeubte

@
mfx;

geveteBment

Identifieatien

Signs+

Mriltiple

e€eHpan€y

buildings

Seeseetions Seesediens Seesediens @ @
LAÆ e 1Æg 1&+Zæ mtougt¡:t8l2=360 t@
thr€ugh thteugh +&42=+4e+

1Æ69 +€.421360 +€'42=+8e

gens¡++rci¿o+-+

- È4ultie+e Buildiñgrmeunted

building sigre+reestandiñg devetoÞmen+

eoffiptexes egff

- Resident+at freestan¿ingsign

Subdivisiens enly
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EXHIBIT A

TABTE 18,42¡0*

+VBeo++iCñ
Büilding

+ype

Sglr€tËu4üre
Ttpe

¡reestaneingsign

enly

tlumgeretS¡gñs

+eertriveway

SandwiehÐeard

sideüratlesign

B'uildingrmeunted @
sigff-(flushme$nted

enly)

B'uildiñgrmeunted @
sigrerFreesþndiñg

s+gn

¡reestan¿in*sign @
@
eeveegmen+

S¡ze-teve+e+cigñ

s't#aee-arca

5+F.-rnax;

@
the+F.-max

Iteig+ì+ffiax;
Width--2++nehmax'

+O+F-max-Exeept

@
in-wh+eheasesize-levet

@
@
on-sign-iÊfleeF-area-+s

@
@
@
ffi
sigÉ.+/lthe-eF.-ffiax'

+eeFuse

Identifieation Single BuildingirÊoÉRtefur +perstreee+entage +e++F.-ma¡e.-Ðoub+e

Sign{or geeupaney ¡reestaneing @
Indiv+dual-Uses Mdings mtx;

- È4ültÞle Building-meunted

eeeupañ€y enly

buildings

At+

ÐriveìMay Al+

¡ntrane#exit

Signs+

Sandw+eh Al+

Bear*Sretewalk

Sigffs+

B'nilding

EntraÊ€e

Sigfls+

geveepment

Identifieatien

Siqns+

Mu{tiple

e€€Hpafl€y

Ou+einæ

Mü{tiele

building
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EXHIBIT A

T*BEE 18-42-el

f+peof+¡gn f+cfiåer.€f€igñs

- Resident+at ¡reestan¿ingsign

S'ubdivisiens eftly

Seesedions SeeSediens Seesediens @ @
t $o {#2=2€o 1€+zæ tnreugh-:1!l2=360 tnroucæ+23€rO

threugh thr€ugh +912=+4€-&

1Æ69 1€Æ69 +#2=+8e

eriveway Al+ ¡reestan¿in*sign +eedriveway ffi
¡ntrane#exit enly sigÊs++/lthe-$F.ffax'

Signs+

Sandwieh Al+ SandwiehÐeard +peFuse @
Bear*sidewatk sidewaHesigÊ 2+inehmax'

Sigfls*

Ident+f,eatien S+Rgte Euilding-me$nted +perstreet+entaæ Z+s*-rnaN-+xeeet

Sign+or eeeupaney sign-(flHstrrÊeÉnted @
+ndividual-Uses buìldings eÊlyfer-FreestaÊding @

s+gn Ge*+-marlan+ineeme
prefuiñg-uses-iñ

@
@
the+É.-maN'

gü+ldiäg

+ïpe

€emelexes

enly

$4ü.ltie{€

geeupaney

buildings

Si$€tru€tr#e
+ype

B'uildinfrffietffited

sign-oÊbÊ(flush

mounæ¿-entÐ

S¡-e+*ve+et+igñ

suÉaee¿rea
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EXHIBIT A

+*B,t#H;È€+

Net€r Th¡s ls a summa

+Vpe-ef+i$l
S'tlild¡ñg

Ttpe

B'rrilding

Entranee

Sigñs+

gevetegment

Idefftif,€atioñ

Signs+

Al+

È4ü.ltipl€

e€€upañ€y

Ouit¿ings

Mü{tiel€

building

eemeexes

enly

S¡gñ€tru4üre
+ïPe

eufld+ng:meunted

sigff-(ffimeunted
enlìf)

euildingrmeunted

sign-e+reestandiffg

sign

l*sñået"€f€igñs
Size+*ve+e+-s¡$l

s'uÉaee+rea

@ +ffiax-Ex€ept
@
i+whieheasesizele¿et

@
@
ersign-iÊfleercrea-+s

@
@
@

@ffi
signs++Êth#ax;

@
@
deveteemenL

¡reestan¿ingsign

- Residentiat ¡reestaneingsign - ffi
Subdiv+sions eÊly sigfls'+Êthe+f-+ax;

SeeSediens Seesediens Seesediens @ @
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EXHIBIT B
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Chapter 18.43
SIGNS

Purpose
Applicability
Permits and Authorization
Exemptions
Prohibited Signs
General Sign Standards
Permanent Sign Types and Standards
Commercial Message Temporary Sign Types and Standards
Noncommercial Message Temporary Sign Types and Standards
Sign Zones
Downtown Sign Zone
Auto Mall Sign Zone
Business and Corridor Sign Zone
Residential Sign Zone
Master Sign Plans
Nonconforming Signs
Violations

18.43.010 Purpose

It is the purpose of this Chapter to (1) safeguard the life, health and welfare of the people of the City of
Olympia by regulating and controlling the design, qual¡ty of materials, construction, location, use, electrification
and maintenance of all signs and sign structures, (2) promote the efficient and economical use of signs in
distinct areas throughout the City with special focus on the needs of the particular area, and (3) to protect First
Amendment free speech rights with content neutral sign regulations.

This chapter shall not regulate building design, offÌcial directional signs, traffic signs, copy of signs, signs within
Highway 101 or Interstate 5 rights-of-way, window displays, point of purchase advertising displays such as
product dispensers and candy machines, national flags, flags of political subdivisions, gravestones, holiday
decorations, historical site plaques, towing signs, property management signs (e.9. no parking, no skate-
boarding) or other signs of a similar non-commercial nature.

18.43.020 Applicability

No sign shall be erected or maintained in the City except those signs specifically identified in this
chapter. The number and size of signs as outlined in this Chapter are maximum standards. Signs may
only be established as accessory to a principally permitted use,

This chapter is not intended to, and shall not be interpreted to, restrict speech on the basis of its
content, viewpoint, or message. This chapter shall not be construed to favor commercial speech over
noncommercial speech. A commercial sign may contain a commercial or non-commercial message.

18.43.030 Permits and Authorization

Permit Application, A permit or agreement shall be obtained from the City of Olympia for the
installation of a new sign or the structural alteration of an existing sign. A Temporary Sign Agreement
shall be submitted prior to the installation of a temporary sign.

A.

B.

A.
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Authorization to Install Signs: For any permanent or temporary sign mounted or installed by inserting
anything into the ground, the sign owner is responsible for any damages caused by the sign's
installation. The sign owner assumes all liability associated with the sign's placement and installation.
The City of Olympia makes no representations regarding suitability of any location. The sign owner
shall conduct any and all necessary inspections before installation.

18.43.040 Exemptions

The following signs, and activities relating to signs, are exempt from the requirements of this chapter:

A Exempt. The following are exempt from the regulations and requirements of this chapter, but may be
subject to regulation under other portions of the Olympia Municipal Code:

1. Signs that are not visible from any public right-of-way or another property.

2 Signs inside a building; however, commercial message signs within five feet of a window that
is meant to be viewed from the right of way are not exempt and will be treated as window
signage.

Signs required by local, State, or Federal law if the sign is no more than 32 square feet in

area or is painted directly on pavement.

Signs installed by a special purpose district or the City, County, State, or Federal
governmental agency for the protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare,
including, but not limited to, the following:

Emergency and warning signs necessary for public safety or civil defense;

Traffic and/or wayfinding signs erected and maintained by an authorized public
agency;

Signs showing the location of public facilities; and

Any sign, posting, notice, or similar sign placed by or required by a governmental
agency in carrying out its responsibility to protect the public health, safety, and
general welfare.

Directional signs when internal to the site and not prominently visible from public rights of
way.

Any sign on a vehicle, unless such vehicle is regularly parked in any prominently visible
location from public right-of-way or other public space for the primary purpose of attracting
public attention to the sign.

Public art, such as murals of a non-commercial nature that do not conform to the definition of
"sigf'ì".

B. Posters in display areas incorporated into exterior display cabinets for performing arts or live
theater venues when approved through the city's building design review process and used to
identiñ7 upcoming events.

No Permit Required. The following signs do not require a permit when sized and placed in
conformance with this chapter:

Signs erected by government agencies to implement public policy

2

3.

4.

a.

b.

c.

d.

5.

6.
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Replacing only the face of an existing sign shall not be considered as either a new sign or a
structural alteration and does not require a permit.

On-premise occupant name plates on residential dwelling units, provided size of name plates
does not exceed three (3) square feet in area.

Changing of advertising on a legal changeable copy sign (readerboard).

Temporary non-commercial signs less than six (6) square feet in sign surface area on private
property and installed less than four (4) feet above ground.

Normal maintenance of signs that does not change the appearance or size of the sign.

Real Estate Signs in conformance with this chapter (see 18.43.080) do not require a permit
or Temporary Sign Agreement.

Temporary signs for which a Temporary Sign Agreement has been provided to the City.

Any signs required to be posted pursuant to the Olympia Municipal Code or any other local,
State, or Federal regulation.

4

5

6.

7.

8.

L

Any sign on a vehicle, unless such vehicle sign is prohibited pursuant to OMC 18,43.050.

Signs placed by the City in City parks or trails, or the Port of Olympia on port owned parks or
trails propefi, in conformance with its standard practices and policies.

18.43.050 Prohibited Signs

Unless othen¡rise provided for in this chapter, no person shall erect, alter, maintain, or relocate any of the
following signs as defined in 18.02.180 in the City and such existing signs must be removed. As provided for
in Section 18.43.060.E, the City may allow exceptions to the prohibited signs for historic preseruation purposes.

Signs without Proper Permit. Signs erected, constructed, or structurally altered that are required to
have a permit for such action and that were erected, constructed, or altered without obtaining a
permit for such action.

Animated Signs. Any animated sign, except traditional barber signs.

Inflatable Signs. Any inflatable sign that includes movement or is othenryise an animated sign.

Billboard Signs.

Roof Signs

Nuisance Signs.

Hazardous Signs.

Impediment to Access. Any sign that impedes free ingress and egress from any door, window, or exit
way required by building and fire codes, or blocks pedestrian access to transit or to/from parked
vehicles.

Permanent Signs on Vacant Lots. No permanent sign shall be located on a lot, parcel, or easement as
the principal use of that lot, parcel, or easement.

10.

11.

A.

B,

c,

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.
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J. Certain Portable Signs. Portable signs on wheels (trailer signs) and outdoor electric portable signs.

Abandoned Signs.

Certain Locations within Right-of-Way (ROW) and Public Property. Signs on or within medians,

roundabouts, traffic circles, the clear view sight triangle of intersections, utility poles, lampposts, traffic
poles and signals, and street trees in the ROW or on or within other public property or structures such

as benches or interpretive/educational signs, except as allowed pursuant to OMC 18.43.070,
18.43.080, and 18.43.085.

Certain Parked Vehicles. Signs placed on or painted on a motor vehicle or trailer parked with the
primary purpose or outcome of providing signs not otherwise allowed by this chapter.

Any sign over four (4) feet high in a required yard setback (See OMC 18.02.180 Definitions of Setback
and Yard), unless othen¡rise permitted by this chapter.

Pavement Signs. Other than traffic control signs approved by the City, County, or State, no signage is

permitted to be applied to pavement.

Commercial messages attached to wireless communication facilities.

18.43.060 GeneralSignStandards

A. Sign Placement & Standards

No sign shall interfere, confuse or conflict with the recognition and visibility of any traffic
control or directional devices or street name signs.

No signs are permitted in the drive lanes for cars or bicycles (streets), in any median or
roundabout or traffic circle, in any parking spaces (designated parking or street shoulders), in
any loading or restricted zones, blocking any fire escape, exit or standpipe, or that do not
meet accessibility requirements in any pedestrian portions of the right of way (sidewalks).

Signs must be placed in compliance with the Clear Sight Triangle standards (see OMC

18.02.180 and Chapter 4 of the Engineering Design and Development Standards).

Unless otherwise permitted by this code, no signs other than those placed by the City itself
are permitted on City owned property such as, but not limited to, City Hall, City maintenance
facility, City parks, etc.

All signs shall be kept in good repair and shall be maintained in a safe, neat, clean and
attractive condition.

Abandoned signs shall be removed, except if the City designates a sign as historic in nature,
the City may allow the sign to be exempt from the removal standard for abandoned signs.

No sign shall be in or over public rights-of-way with the exception of permitted projecting

signs, light projection signs, blade signs, sandwich board or pedestal signs, or those legally
mounted on a marquee or awning. This provision does not apply to interpretive signs along
trails or non-commercial message temporary sign types and standards as set forth in OMC

18.43.085.

8 No sign, whether temporary or permanent, shall be placed on the roof of any building or
structure.

M
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o.

P.

1

2

3

4.

5

6

7

4



EXHIBIT B

No sign shall be located so as to physically obstruct any door or exit from a building or be
hazardous to the ingress and egress from buildings, transit stops, or parking areas.

B. Art used as a sign

Art that does not contain text or logos is generally not considered to be a sign and is not
subject to these sign code regulations unless the art contains a logo, slogan, advertising
message, company name, or contact information. Painted wall designs or patterns which do
not represent a product, seruice or registered trademark, and which do not identifo the user,
are not considered signs.

2 Proposals that do not clearly fit into the category of being solely art or a sign shall be subject
to City review, in order to determine if the end result is deemed to be a sign. Criteria used in
consideration will include:

Size, theme, text with a commercial message, location

Graffiti risk with and without the proposal.

Proportion of sign area adjacent to proposed or existing art.

C. Lighting and Electronic signs

Electrical Requirements. Electrical requirements for signs shall also be governed by the
adopted Electrical Code of the City. Compliance with said code shall be required for every sign
utilizing electrical energy as a prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit under this code.

9

1

a.

b.

c.

1.

2. Lighting

a.

b.

3. Electronic Message and Public Service Signs, where allowed

a. Illumination Limits

b.

c.

E*ernal light sources shall be shielded and directed onto or toward the sign only.

Visible raceways and transformers for individual letters are prohibited, unless painted
to match the building elterior upon which it is placed.

Signs that have the ability to change colors through either internal or exterior
illumination may change no more frequently than once per every twenty-four (24)
hours.

Signs with an electronic message shall have a brightness level that is
comparable with internally illuminated signs.

Signs with an electronic message shall incorporate photocell/light sensors,
with automatic dimming technology that appropriately adjusts to ambient
light conditions,

Hold Time. The digital message or static image shall remain on the display for a
minimum of:

Public Service Signs at academic schools: Five (5) minutes.

Electronic Development Identification Signs: Three (3) minutes.

5
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Transition Method. A transition between messages shall be executed with a minimum
fade in and out time of one second.

Maintenance: Any permitted electronic sign that malfunctions, fails, or ceases to
operate in its usual or normal programmed manner shall be repaired or disconnected
within five days by the owner or operator of the sign.

Light Projection Signs, Illumination from the projector mechanism shall not pose a hazard for
biryclists, pedestrians, or motorists and shall be screened from view to the maximum eltent
feasible.

D. Repair and Safety

All signs shall be kept in good repair and shall be maintained in a safe, neat, clean and
attractive condition.

When a City inspector determines the maintenance, control, or safety of a sign is not being
sustained, the sign shall be deemed abandoned and it shall be removed.

Historical Signs. Historic signs contribute to the architectural and historic character of Olympia and are
typically located in the downtown. Historic signs may complement or define an individual building, or
they may be valued independently, apart from the buildings or sites to which they are attached. Some
historic signs identify the current business, while others are considered legacy signage, or signage
related to a structure but not to the present occupancy or use. All signage applying for approval will
be reviewed for compliance with the following standards.

Historic signs, as a distinctive feature of Olympia, should be identified, retained, and where
appropriate, restored.

New signs or alterations to existing signs on individually designated historic buildings and
buildings in designated historic districts shall be designed and installed following the U.S.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

3 New signs added to individually designated historic buildings and buildings in designated
historic districts shall preserve, complement, or enhance the architectural composition and
features of the building and/or district.

a Placement, Proportion, and Shape. Provide adequate signage for businesses while
maintaining the building's architectural integrity, by locating signs so that building
details shall not be covered or obscured.

Signage shall be installed in appropriate "sign areas" as defined by the existing
architecture of the façade.

c.

d.

4

1

2

E.

1

2

L

il.

ilt.

Signage shall be mounted to fit within existing horizontal and veftical divisions
and architectural features to the extent feasible. Where no architectural divisions
exist or are evident, signage will be propoftionately scaled to the façade and
placed to respect window and door openings.

No sign shall be placed or located so as to obscure or cover historic features of a

building.

Damage to architectural detail when attaching the sign shall be avoided. Sign
attachment parts shall be reused in their original location (holes in the façade or

IV
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fìxing positions) to protect the original building materials to the greatest extent
feasible.

The shape of the sign should be used to reinforce the relationship of moldings,
transoms, and other design elements seen along the street.

b. Material. Sign materials shall be compatible with the historic materials and character
of the building and the applicable Sign Zone.

Illumination. Signs may be illuminated or non-illuminated, Illuminated signage shall
use lighting forms that are consistent in appearance with the historic character of the
building and applicable Sign Zone and Character District.

Legacy Signs. Includes existing signage, poftions of which may or
may not be visible, but can be documented by historical
photographs, and may also include accurately reconstructed or
entirely repainted signs based upon such documentation, provided
that such signage is not representative of the current occupancy.
Legacy signage may be painted or constructed, as in a blade, pylon,
or rooftop sign, although does not provide for reconstruction of
billboard signs. Painted wall graphics, including accurately replicated/repainted wall graphics related to
on or off-site content, are treated as Legacy Signage provided they exactly duplicate an earlier sign on
the subject propefi.

Upon approval by the City, Legacy Signage related to a previous on- or off-site use of the
property may remain in place and be excluded from any sign area or quantity calculations.
For example, the area of a painted wall graphic will not be included in a square foot allotment
based upon building linear frontage.

Documented wall graphics formerly associated with the specific site may be repainted and
excluded from area calculations as Legacy Signage, provided:

Such signs are identically and accurately re-created as they existed historically at the
subject tax lot, building or site; and

Such signs can be documented physically or photographically with sufficient clarity to
determine original content; and

The accurate replication of such signage will contribute to the character of the area.

Previously existing graphics or signs modified in any manner from their historically
documented character are not considered legacy signs under this subsection and are subject
to sign standards of the Olympia Municipal Code.

If firm evidence can be provided of the past existence of a sign which would be non-
conforming under current regulations, the City may allow the placement of a replica of the
sign, if support in the form of a recommendation of approval from both the Design Review

Board (DRB) and Heritage Review Committee (HRC) of the Heritage Commission is granted

and it meets current building code standards. In making its recommendations, the DRB and
HRC must consider any historic district designation, the intent of the design review standards
in place for the proposed location, and consistency with the intent of the underlying zoning
district and the future land use designation of the Comprehensive Plan.

c.

F
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b.

c.
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4.
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EXHIBIT B

A.

18.43.070 Permanent Sign Types and Standards

The sign types below are permitted when allowed in the sign zone in which it is proposed and when the
standards for the sign type are met:

Alley. Up to one (1) square foot per one linear foot of the wall on which the sign is mounted, for the
portion of the alley wall occupied by the business or use, Sign must be flush mounted to or painted
on the alley wall so that minimum alley widths are maintained for trash collection and utility/delivery
purposes. Uses with a public entrance from the alley may also provide a building entrance sign at the
entrance, provided that vehicular use of the alley is not compromised by the sign.

Awning. Only the area containing the sign band may be internally lit. All awnings which are
illuminated must meet the state energy code requirements.

Blade. Clearance from grade - minimum eight (B) feet if located in an area where pedestrians can pass

beneath the sign.

Building Entrance signs:

Permitted Content: business name only.

Sign Types: flush mounted wall sign, painted, window, or blade signs only.

Use limits: not permitted on uses in residences, such as preschools and home occupations,
which are allowed one identification sign only.

Number: one (1) per exterior public entry.

Placement: within five (5) feet of public entrance.

Maximum Size: ten (10) square feet.

E. Business Directory

The allocation of space for tenants is determined by the property owner and tenants. Not
every tenant is guaranteed space on the business directory sign.

A business directory may be either combined with that portion of the development
identification sign which identifies the name of the development or it may be a separate sign,
provided that the combined amount of signage identifying the name of the development and
the business directory sign does not exceed the total allowable sign surface area for
Development Identification Signs.

Building location maps shall be considered as a type of business directory and are subject to
the above standards.

Business Identification Signs can be freestanding or building mounted, depending on the sign zone the
business is located in. Such signs are limited in number based on the number of property lines that
abut a street frontage, however for the purposes of the sign code the City may interpret a private

street or internal access road as being a second street frontage when calculating the total amount of
signage allowed.

Development Identification Signs are those which serve as the primary identifier of the name of a
development. Business directories are considered a part of a use's Development ldentification Signs,

B.

c.

D,
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1. Multiple occupancy buildings

a. Sign identiffing name of building - one (1) per exterior public entry.

b. Business directory for the building - one (1) per exterior public entry'

2. Multiple building complexes.

a. Sign identifying name of development - one (1) per driveway entry to the
development, to be located at the driveway entry.

b. Business directory for the development - one (1) per driveway entry to the
development.

Electronic Development ldentification Signs, where permitted:

a. Maximum height: up to twenty-five (25) feet.

b. Maximum sign area: up to three hundred (300) square feet of copy area per side.

Directional Signs are designed solely to guide or direct pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular traffic to an

area or place. Informational signs are those of a public or quasi-public nature.

1. Off-premises commercial directional signs are prohibited, with the exception that an off-
premises commercial directional sign permit may be granted, if all of the following can be

found to apply:

a. The use caters to tourists through on premise provision of food, lodging or
recreation.

b. The use is located at least one (1) block from a major arterial (as designated by the
city).

c. Such signs shall be directional in nature only (that is, no advertising other than name
and location is allowed).

d. No more than two (2) such signs for each use shall be approved.

e. Sign Structure - freestanding or building mounted.

f. Maximum Si2e - sixteen (16) square feet (eight (8) square feet per side for double
sided signs).

g. Such a sign shall meet all other applicable provisions of these standards.

2. Directional and informational signs of a public or quasi-public nature.

a. May be erected or maintained by an official or civic body.

b. Sign Structure - freestanding or building mounted.

h. Maximum Size - sixteen (16) square feet (eight (8) square feet per side for double
sided signs).

Entrance/Exit

9
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Content: no commercial message is permitted

Sign Structure: freestanding or building mounted.

Maximum size: five (5) square feet (2.5 square feet per side for double sided signs);
Maximum Height: four (4) fee! Maximum Width: four (4) feet.

Number of signs: one (1) per driveway, placed within five (5) feet of the driveway unless
otherwise approved due to site layout and constraints. If the sign is placed on a building wall
it shall not project more than twelve (i2) inches away from the wall to which the sign is

attached nor extend beyond such wall, or above the roof line.

K. Freestanding

1. If the sign is double sided, each side may have half of the maximum square footage.

the front yard setback shall be a minimum of five (5) feet if abutting a principal arterial
(major arterial) with a rights-of-way of eighty (80) feet or less, provided that the sign owner
agrees to assume all expenses of relocating the sign when and if the City acquires additional
rights-of-way, The sign owner must provide the City with an appropriate legal document
binding the owner and any future heirs or assigns to said agreement.

3. Height - 4 foot maximum.

Exceptions: In association with secondary and above academic schools, if the site is
greater than five acres and more than fifty (50) percent of the building square
footage is a Type "E" occupancy per the adopted Building Code or within the Freeway
Corridor Overlay district:

Uses on City street frontages - sixteen (16) feet.

Uses adjacent to the freeway - twenty-fìve (25) feet.

A maximum of one (1) pole sign is permitted per use/ however, only one
pole sign in a development is permitted.

Placement of pole signs - pole signs shall be placed in a planter box, or
otherwise landscaped, with the area of the landscaping a minimum of one-
half (1/2) of the surface area of the sign.

b. Exception: Maximum height for business directories which are separate signs from
the development identification sign is seven (7) feet, if the site is at least fofty (a0)
acres in size and for new development the sign is located a distance from the public
right-of-way which is equal to the required throat length of the driveway, per the City
Public Works Standards, or for existing development is equal to the existing throat
length or one hundred (100) feet, whichever is greater.

4. Placement - freestanding signs located entirely on the premises of the use they are associated
with, unless otherwise specified.

1.

2.

3.
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L, Marquee.

Marquee signs are exempt from the aggregate sign surface area
requirements.

The vertical measurement of the sign shall not exceed twelve (12)
inches.

No portion of the sign may project out beyond the ends of the
marquee.

Clearance from grade - minimum eight (8) feet if sign is located under the marquee.

Placement - can be under, on top of, or on any face of the marquee. If on top of the
marquee, the sign shall be parallel to the plane of the wall it is attached to.

Projection from face of building - if attached to the face of the marquee, the sign shall not
project more than twelve (12) inches away from the face of the marquee,

Theaters - existing movie theaters are allowed to retain their traditional type of marquee
sign without animated or flashing lighting.

Painted. If a change is made to the original appearance of a painted wall sign, this shall constitute a
new sign and require a permit.

Pole Signs.

Sign Structure - Pole signs are permitted in Freeway Corridor design review district and the
Auto Mall Sign Zone.

Use limits - if propefi is adjacent to freeway, pole signs are limited to multifamily
complexes, shopping centers, and industrial complexes.

For the purposes of calculating the number of permitted signs, pole signs are subject to
the standards for freestanding signs, i.e., they are not in addition to the number of
permitted freestanding signs but are considered one of the permitted freestanding signs.

All other sign standards in Freeway Corridor district are determined by the underlying
zoning district.

O. Projecting.

Limit of one (1) per single occupant building (not in a shopping center),

Maximum size is fifty (50) square feet (twenty-five (25) square feet per
side).

Clearance from grade - minimum of ten (10) feet, except when sign is

mounted under a marquee the minimum clearance from grade is eight (B)

feet.

4. Projection from face of building shall not exceed three (3) feet.

Public Service signs, such as time and temperature signs and community bulletin boards, are allowed
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EXHIBIT B

to be incorporated into a use's permitted signage, provided the overall sign size, height and other
standards for the underlying zoning district are met. Public service signs for academic schools shall

hold the message or image static for a minimum of five minutes and the electronic portion of the sign

shall be turned off between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

a. Shopping Center Sign. Allowed for shopping complexes on sites of five (5) acres or larger, as follows

1 Number: Limit of one per public entrance from an arterial or major commercial collector street
to the site.

Height: Maximum height of twenty (20) feet.

Advertising Area: Maximum copy area of one hundred (100) square feet per side. Copy area

shall include the name of the shopping complex, if included on the sign.

Location: Setback a minimum of five (5) feet from propefi lines, placed in a landscaped area,
and located outside of any clear view sight triangles (EDDS, Chapter 4),

No portion of the sign may contain an electronic/digital message.

In no case shall the presence of a shopping center sign, when in proximity of landscaping or
street trees, be sufficient justification to excessively prune C'top") or remove trees that
obstruct visibility of the sign.

7. Design Elements. The following design standards shall be achieved

a. -Thesign shall have a solid base or at least two connections to the ground.

b. The sign shall incorporate a top band, cap, or design element above the copy area

c. Lighting, colors, and materials are consistent and compatible with the shopping complex
colors and materials.

Window Signs. See 18.43.080.

Wall Signs. Projection from face of building - shall not exceed twelve (12) inches away from the wall
which the sign is attached to nor extend beyond such wall, or above the roof line. Such signs shall

comply and count toward the aggregate signage allowance. For wall signs placed in an alley, the
maximum distance from the wall may be required to be less than twelve (12) inches to ensure
adequate clearances for vehicles is maintained.

18.43.080 Commercial Message Temporary Sign Types and Standards

The sign types below are permitted when allowed in the sign zone in which it is proposed and when the
standards for the sign type are met, including the general provisions at the end of this section and submittal of
a Temporary Sign Agreement:

A. Banners. Banners in the Downtown, Auto Mall, Business & Corridor Sign Zones and on approved non-
residential uses and multifamily complexes in the Residential Sign Zone shall be limited to the
following:

Quantity.

a. One temporary banner sign is allowed per tenant space on the property.
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b. The property owner (or landlord), if not also a tenant, may be allowed one temporary
banner sign.

Size. Up to thifi-two (32) square feet, however for buildings or tenant spaces with an
exterior wall width greater than thirty-two (32) feet in width, the maximum size of a banner
shall be up to one (1) square foot of banner area for every one linear foot of exterior wall
space per tenant/business space, up to a maximum size of one hundred (100) square feet.

Placement. The entire banner shall be attached flush to the façade of the building, anchored
at all four corners, and may not extend above the roofline or around the corner of a wall.

Quantity. One temporary sandwich board or pedestal sign is allowed per tenant space on the
property.

All construction signs shall be removed from the premises within ten (10) days of the
cessation of excavation, construction, demolition, rehabilitation, structural alteration or related
work on site.

3.

B. Sandwich Board/Pedestal Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

Size. The sign shall be no more than eight square feet in size and no greater than four feet in
height.

Placement. Sandwich board/pedestal signs shall be placed in conformance with OMC Section
9.16.180 and:

Not create a traffic safety hazard by interfering with the vision of drivers entering or
leaving the premises.

Be located in such a manner so as not to interfere with the opening of car doors, use
of bicycle parking facilities, bus stops, loading zones, or pedestrian traffìc.

Be located such that an unobstructed passageway of forty-eight (aB) inches shall be
maintained for accessible travel routes for all on all public and private rights-of-way
and walkways.

Be placed .directly in front of or adjacent to the sponsoring business and on the
walkway directly in front on the business. It shall be no farther than twenty (20) feet
from the public entrance to the business, unless an alternate location is approved by
the city (for example, if one building is setback fafther from the sidewalk than the
adjacent buildings).

e. Signs shall be placed entirely on private property and outside of the right of way
unless the owne(s) of such sign assume liability for damage resulting from their use
by providing the City with an agreement signed under penalty of perjury (as
provided by the City) holding the City harmless from such resulting loss.

4. Duration. Sandwich board/pedestal signs may be placed outside during business hours, three
hundred sixty-five (365) days a year.

C. Construction Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

The maximum area of a construction sign in any zone shall be thirty-two (32) square feet. No

sign permit is required for the posting of construction signs on the site where the construction
is taking place.

2.

3.
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Feather Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

1. Maximum height including pole: Eight (B) feet.

2. Maximum height of flag portion of sign: Five (5) feet.

3. Maximum width of flag pottion of sign: Two (2) feet.

4. Maximum area of feather flag: Ten (10) square feet.

5. Maximum number of feather signs allowed per parcel: Five (5).

6. The feather sign shall be mounted entirely on private property and may not be mounted at a '

location where the flag will enter any sidewalk, street, or driveway when fully extended
horizontally.

Inflatables. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

1. Maximum number of inflatable sign events per property on display at one time: One (1).

2. Minimum amount of time between inflatable sign installations: Fourteen (14) days.

3. Maximum height: Twenty (20) feet from the ground.

4. The inflatable must be secured in a manner that meets all code requirements for safety
(including placement of any guy wires, etc.).

5. Inflatables may not include movement, as those are considered animated signs which are
prohibited.

Light Projection. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

1. Maximum number of projection signs per property on display at one time: One (1).

2. Maximum area of projection display: Twenty (20) square feet.

3. The area of display shall project only upon the property occupied by the associated use or the
sidewalk portion of the public right-of-way within ten (10) feet of the public building entrance
occupied by the use.

4. Permitted only during business hours.

5. The image projected must remain static and shall not contain animation or movement, nor
shall the image change at a rate greater than once every twenty-four (24) hours.

6. Light Projection signs are only permitted in the Entertainment and Artflech Downtown Design

Sub-Districts of the Downtown Sign Zone and in the Auto Mall Sign Zone.

Yard/Lawn Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

1. Maximum sign surface area: Ten (10) square feet.

2. Maximum sign surface area height: Three (3) feet.

E
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EXHIBIT B

Maximum width: Four (4) feet.

Maximum posted height above grade: Four (4) feet.

Placement: All signs must meet the minimum clear view triangle standards at driveways and

intersections (see Chapter 4, Engineering Design and Development Standards).

H, Window Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

Window signs can be of a temporary nature (e.9. a poster in a window) or of a more
permanent nature (e.9. professional lettering adhered to the window; opaque or
semitransparent fìlm with or without graphics or text), All of these sign types can be
removed and replaced. Window signs with commercial or noncommercial messages are
permitted in the Downtown, Auto Mall, and Business and Corridor Sign Zones. Window signs

of a noncommercial nature are permitted in the Residential Sign Zone.

2. A waiver may be granted by the Community Development Directbr or his/her designee for the
protection of sensitive personal data (e.9. identity and financial information of bank patrons)

or when supported by the Olympia Police Department as an effort to reduce crime or
othenryise protect the general health, safety, and welfare of the public.

Window signs shall not be animated (flashing, scrolling, or contain movement).

For properties for which a traditional building mounted sign is not practical because of
window number, size, and placement or for which traditional signage would cover
architectural features, the city may allow window signage coverage to be increased up to the
size of building mounted signage that would be allowed.

L Real Estate Signs. Where permitted, the following standards shall apply:

1. Permits and Temporary Sign Agreements - not required (see 18.43.040).

Materials - all exterior real estate signs must be of wood or plastic or other durable material

Placement - signs may not be attached to a utility pole or traffic safety device or interfere
with traffic safety.

4. Residential properties

a For Sale and Sold signs

Maximum size - ten (10) square feet, provided that if a single faced sign, sign

shall not exceed 5 square feet.

a Height - seven (7) feet maximum.

Placement - signs shall be placed wholly on the propefi for sale. If sign is
greater than five (5) square feet in sign surface area, it must be placed more
than thirty (30) feet from the abutting owner's property line.

Directional Open House Signs

Maximum size - ten (10) square feet, provided that if a single faced sign, sign

shall not exceed five (5) square feet.
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EXHIBIT B

Height - four (4) foot maximum.

Placement - signs may be placed no less than ten (10) feet from the traveled
portion of public rights-of-way, provided it does not interfere with traffic safety,

Hours - permitted only during daylight hours and when the broker, agent, or
seller is in attendance at the propefi for sale.

Number of signs - one (1) sign per street frontage on the premises for sale and

three (3) off-premise signs, However, if a broker/agent has more than one (1)
house open for inspection in a single development of subdivision, s/he is limited
to four (4) off-premises open house signs in the entire development or
subdivision.

5. Commercial and Industrial Properties

a. For Sale, Rent, or Lease Signs

Maximum size - fifty (50) square feet, provided that if a single faced sign, sign

shall not exceed thifi-two (32) square feet.

a

o

a

a

Height - eight (8) foot maximum

Placement - for all commercial and industrial properties, if the sign is
freestanding, it shall be located more than flfteen (15) feet from public rights-of-
way and from any abutting property line if the adjacent property is developed,
These signs can be single or double sided and can be angled to maximize
readability to motorists (in the shape of a "vJ as long at the sign meets this
setback criteria. For developed commercial and industrial properties, if the face
of the building is less than fifteen (15) feet from the propefi line, the sign shall

be placed on the building or in a window.

Removal - signs shall be displayed only while the propefi is actually for rent or
sale,

Number of signs - one (1) sign per street frontage while the property or building
is actually for sale, rent, or lease.

Additional Real Estate Signs - The Hearing Examiner may grant a special use permit to allow
temporary off-premises signs in addition to those permitted above. Notice of adjacent
property owners shall not be required. Such additional signs may be used to advertise open
houses, to provide directions to new developments, or for similar purposes. Such signs may

be placed no less than ten (10) feet from the traveled portion of the public right-of-way,
provided they do not interfere with traffic safety, but they may not be attached to utility poles

or traffic safety devices, The Hearing Examiner shall determine the number and locations of
such signs, and the period during which they may be displayed. The Hearing Examiner shall

take into account the number of existing signs in any proposed location, and shall limit or
prohibit new ones so as to prevent a traffic hazard or a detrimental effect on neighboring
property,

General Regulations

J, The following provisions apply to all commercial message temporary signs placed within the City:

1. Temporary Sign Agreement Required. Prior to installing a temporary sign, a Temporary Sign

16
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EXHIB¡T B

Agreement shall be submitted to the City acknowledging the applicable standards. This
applies to all temporary signs except Real Estate Signs and Noncommercial Speech Signs.

Sign Placement. All temporary signs must be placed wholly within the site/properff pursuant

to the requirements of this chapter, except when allowed to extend into or be placed in the
right-of-way by this chapter. See OMC 18.43.060.

Materials - Construction. Temporary signs may be made of any durable material provided that
the temporary sign otherwise conforms to the requirements of this chapter.

Lighting. Temporary signs shall not be internally illuminated.

Audio. Temporary signs shall not emit noise.

Movement. With the exception of feather signs where allowed, temporary signs shall not
move or vibrate.

Public Spaces. Temporary signs shall not be placed in any public park, trail, open space, or
other public space, except for those signs placed by the City or a special purpose district that
owns the property,

Residential Uses. Residential uses on mixed-use properties or in a commercial sign zone shall

be subject to the temporary sign regulations of the residential sign zone.

Commercial Uses. Commercial uses in a residential sign zone shall be subject to the
temporary sign regulations of the residential sign zone.

Temporary signs on commercial properties may be commercial or noncommercial in their
message.

Changing image sign features and electronic elements are prohibited.

Any temporary sign that is specific to an event shall be removed within five (5) days of the
end of the event.

K. The following provisions apply to temporary signs with a commercial message placed within the City

2.

3.
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1 Duration. The maximum length of time is sixty (60) days. Window signs and sandwich
board/pedestal signs are exempt from the duration provisions,

Frequency. No more than four (4) temporary signs shall be installed at any one use during
any twelve (12) month period; except for motor vehicle sales uses within the Auto Services

District, temporary sign permits shall be limited only by a requirement for fourteen (14) days

of separation between temporary sign events.

Number. No more than one (1) such sign shall be allowed at any one time for a use, except
for motor vehicle sales uses within the Auto Services District no limit is imposed. For the
purposes of calculating the number of temporary signs allowed for a business, a sandwich
board/pedestal sign and window signs shall not be counted when a Temporary Sign

Agreement has been filed and the signs are placed in accordance with the standards in this
code.
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EXHIBIT B

18.43.085 Noncommercial Message Temporary Sign Types and Standards

Noncommercial speech signs express noncommercial messages such as public/ community events, religious,
political, ideological, or other philosophical messages. Noncommercial speech signs do not promote

commercial businesses, projects or seruices. The content of such signs is not regulated but the sign is subject
to 18.43,060, any placement standards for the sign type in Section 18.43.080, and the following requirements:

A. On private propefi in Downtown, Auto Mall, and Business & Corridor Sign Zones:

1. The sign area of all noncommercial speech signs on a lot shall not exceed thifi-two (32)
square feet.

2. Freestanding: Maximum height from grade to top of sign: four (4) feet within five feet of
property lines; ten (10) feet if more than five feet from all propefi lines.

3. Building Mounted: Shall not extend above the roofline.

4. Number: Limit of one per street frontage.

B. On private property in Residential Sign Zone:

1. Residential Uses:

a. The sign area of noncommercial speech signs shall not exceed ten (10) square feet.

b. Maximum height from grade to top of sign is four (4) feet.

c. Minimum setback from propefi lines: Five (5) feet.

d. Number: No limit.

2. Approved Nonresidential and Multifamily Complexes:

a. The sign area of noncommercial speech signs shall not exceed twenty-four (24)
square feet.

b. Maximum height from grade to top of sign is four (4) feet.

c. Minimum setback from propefi linesi Five (5) feet.

d. Number: Limit of one per street frontage.

C. All noncommercial speech signs when in the public right of way:

1. Size/Area: The sign suface area shall be no larger than six square feet;

2. Height: The sign height, when posted, shall be no more than four (4) feet above grade
(height of thirty inches (30") or less is required in clear sight triangle, see Chapter 4, EDDS);

3. Number: No more than three (3) temporary signs are allowed per street frontage adjacent to
any one parcel, including all other temporary signage that may be allowed under this chapter;

18



EXHIBIT B

The sign must be placed entirely outside of the roadway and meet the clear sight triangle
requirements for driveway and street intersections contained in Chapter 4 of the Engineering
Design and Development Standards (see 48.150, EDDS). Where no curb exists, the sign
must be placed outside the roadway at least ten (10) feet from the edge of the roadway;

The sign must not obstruct pedestrian or accessible routes to or along the sidewalk or
encroach into the minimum clear pathway area of fofi-eight (48) inches in width; and

The sign must remain portable and may not be attached or anchored in any way to trees or
to public propefty including, but not limited to, utility or light poles, parking meters, or
pavement.

7. Only Yard/Lawn signs are allowed when placed in the public right of way

18.43.090 Sign Zones

4.

6.
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Figure 43-1

The following sign types are allowed in the four sign zones, subject to the standards of the applicable sign

zone and this chapter:
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Table 43-1: Sign Types Allowed in Sign Zones
(X = permitted; blank = not permitted)

Downtown Auto Mall Business &
Corridor

Residential

xWindow sÌgns can be permanent or temporary. See Section 18.43.080 for applicable stdnddrds.
xxApproved non-residential (NR) uses and multifamily (MF) complexes.

Residential
NR&MF
uses**

Permanent Siqns
Development
Identification

X X X X

Business
Identification

X X X Licensed Home
Occupations

X

Buildinq Entrance X X X X

Business
Directorv

X X X

Directional X X X X

Entrance/Exit X X X X

Public Service X X X X

Shoooino Center X

Temporary Signs - Commercial Message
Downtown Auto Mall Business &

Corridor
Residential Residential

NR&MF
usesx*

Sandwich
Board/Pedestal

X X X

Banner X X X X

Construction X X X X X

Feather X

Inflatable X X

Light Projection Entertainment &
Aft/Tech only

X

Yard/Lawn

Real Estate X X X X X

Window* X X X X X

Temporary Siqns - Noncommercial Message
Downtown Auto Mall Business &

Corridor
Residential Residential

NR&MF
usesx*

Banner X X X X

Freestandinq X X X X

Yard/Lawn X X X X X

Window X X X X X
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18.43.100 Downtown Sign Zone

A. Permanent Signs in the Downtown Sign Zone

Table 43-2

Development Identification Freestanding or Building Mounted sign up to 50
sq. ft. maximum size (1/2 the sq. ft. if double
sided).

1 per exterior public entry

Business Identifi cation Building mounted sign(s) Up to 200 sq. ft. max., per
18.43.100.4.I; (Il2 the sq.

ft. if double sided)

Building Entrance 1 per exterior public entry 10 sq. ft. max (half if
double sided, such as a

blade siqn)

Business Directory Multiple Occupancy Buildings and Multiple
Buildinq Complexes only

A type of development ID;
See 18.43.070

Directional See 18,43.070
Entrance/Exit See 18.43.070
Public Service Public Service signs do count toward the total

amount of siqnaqe allowed.
See 18.43.070

1.

Allowed Sta Notes

Permanent signs are permitted in the downtown sign zone, limited in their type, size, and
placement. A total sign area shall be established for each use, which could be used in one
large sign, or the total area allowed could be divided among up to three (3) individual signs
as long as the total square footage of signs allowed is not exceeded and the sign type is

permitted at the location where it is proposêd. This applies to the following building mounted

sign types: wall, blade, awning, marquee, and projecting signs. The maximum total sign area

will be calculated as 1 square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot of front wall space

of each tenant space, or the length of the wall for single occupancy buildings, up to two
hundred (200) square feet.

Additional permanent sign types may be permitted for each parcel or business, including:
building entrance signs and site entrance/exit signs, The area of these sign types does not
count toward the maximum aggregate sign size permitted.

Corner lots or businesses that are allowed signage on two building sides may combine the
total sign size allotments for both sides, then divide by two (2) so the signs are the same size

on both sides of the business if they so choose.

2

3

4. Signs shall be oriented primarily to the pedestrian.

B. Temporary Signs in the Downtown Sign Zone

Table 43-3

Allowed Standards
See 18.43.080Sandwich Board/Pedestal

Banner See 18.43.080

Construction See 18.43,080
See 18.43.080 Entertainment and Artffech Downtown Design Sub-

Districts Only
Light Projection

See 18.43.080Yard/Lawn
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Notes

C. Sign Regulations Specific to Downtown Sign Zone

No alley sign shall project out from the wall into the alley or interfere with the ability of
vehicles to pass, including garbage collection trucks or delivery vehicles.

Freestanding business identification signs up to twenty-four (24) square feet in size (12 sq. ft,
per side if double sided) and up to four (4) feet in height are permitted for city-approved
surface parking lots that do not conta¡n a building on which to place the sign.

3. Window Signs: (see 18.43.080)

Coverage: all window signs combined shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of
the window in which the sign(s) is located. When windows are grouped to provide a

large expanse of transparency, this provision is applied separately to each window.

Window films count toward the total sign coverage allowed, whether they are
opaque, solid, or consist of images with or without text or logos. The director may
approve exceptions for banks or similar uses for the protection of sensitive personal

data; when requested or supported by the Police Department to reduce or deter
crime or to protect the public health, safety, or general welfare; or when a window
treatment is proposed that results in a minimal amount of window tinting to reduce
glare and/or energy for heating/cooling the building but that still provides for easy
public viewing into the building space from public rights of way.

Coverage is measured using the square footage of the smallest rectangle that covers
the entire sign compared to the square footage of the individual window itself.

D, Design standards applicable to permanent signs in Downtown Sign Zone

1. Applicability. Sign design guidelines apply to the full Downtown Sign Zone.

In applying design guidelines, the City may deny or further restrict signs othenruise authorized
or regulated in other sections of this chapter when design criteria is not met.

3 The appeal procedures set out in OMC 18.75.020 (A) for signs subject to design review shall

apply.

Overlapping Downtown Sub-Districts. Where there is an overlap in Downtown Design Sub-

Districts the applicant must identify which district the project is consistent with if sign
provisions are impacted by the distinction.

Secretary of Interior Standards. Signs on individually designated historic properties and
buildings in designated historic districts shall be designed and installed following the U.S.

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

6. Orientation and Placement.

a. Signs shall avoid obscuring prominent architectural features,

1

2.

2

4

5

a.

b.

c.

See 18.43.080Real Estate
See 18.43,080Window

23



EXHIBIT B

When a sign band exists, new signs should fit within the original space of the sign
band as defined by the architectural features allowing for coverage of the band by no

more than eighty-five (85) percent.

c. Ground floor tenants should place signs at the storefront level,

Sign in Sign Band Sign on Architectural Feature

7. Legibility

Ensure lettering sizes, styles, and sign locations will be clearly legible.

Use of symbols and logos in the place of words is encouraged. Signs that advertise
an occupant business using graphic or crafted symbols (shoes, keys, glasses, books,
etc.), are encouraged and may be incorporated into any of the allowable sign types'

8. Materials, Color, and Installation

Sign materials and shapes shall be compatible with architectural forms and building
facades.

Signs should be constructed of durable, maintainable materials that present a

finished appearance and reflect the character of the building.

Appropriate sign materials are compatible with the design vision of the
character area,

ii. Projecting Signs Brackets.

(1) The bracket or support structure is part of the visual presentation

and should be simple and clean, or thoughtfully incorporated into
the design of the sign.

Do not use excessive, visible bracing that is not part of the sign
design.

ilt. Installation of Signs on Masonry Facades. To minimize irreversible damage
to masonry, all mounting and supports should be inserted into mortar joints

and not into the face of the masonry.

Window signs that are either permanent materials affixed to a window or
text and graphics etched or painted directly on the window surface are

24
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preferred

Metal Paint Wood

Illumination

a. Lighting shall be designed to highlight the signage. EKernal lighting sources shall be
shielded and directed toward the sign.

b. Allowed illumination sources include:

1. External illumination. Projecting light fixtures used for externally illuminated
signs should be simple and unobtrusive in appearance. They should not
obscure the graphics of the sign,

2. Reverse illuminated/halo eftect signage lighting.

3. Internally lit channel letters or cabinet wall signs.

4. Exposed neon tubing. Exposed LED lighting can be appropriate if it has the
look of exposed neon lighting.

5. Marquee signs may be backlit.

6. Awning signs, provided only the sign band may be internally lit.

7. Districts. Encourage signs that incorporate design vision elements of the
district, as described in OMC Chapter 18.120.

Halo Effect Signage Lighting

9

r, fñil /A,{! 
l.

Sign with External Lighting
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Creative Metal and Paint Sign

18.43.110 Auto Mall Sign Zone

The Auto Mall Sign Zone is intended to address those uses in the AS Zoning District that are directly tied to
automobile sales, service, and related uses. Other uses, such as office spaces not related to automobile sales
and seruices, are likely located in and subject to the rules of the Business & Corridor Sign Zone.

A. Permanent sign regulations in Auto Mall Sign Zone

1 Permanent signs are permitted in the Auto Mall sign zone, limited in their type, size, and
placement. A total sign area will be established for each use, which could be used in one
large sign, or the total area allowed could be divided in among multiple signs as long as the
total square footage of signs allowed is not exceeded. This applies to the following sign
types: freestanding, wall, awning/ marquee, projecting, and window signs.

Other permanent sign types are permitted for each parcel or business, including: building
entrance signs, business directories, directional, secondary wall signs, and site entrance/exit
signs.

Wall signs using channel letters shall not exceed thifi-six (36) inches in height. Logos or
symbols are not subject to this size requirement.

Table 43-4: Permanent Sign Regulations - Development Identification
For a single Trade Organization representing 40 acres or more, when located on property owned by the trade
organization or its members:

2

3

Auto Mall Sign
Tvpes

Number Maximum Area Maximum Height
and Width

Location Other
Restrictions

State Highway
Electronic
Development
Identification Siqn

One (1) per
Auto Mall
Sign Zone

Up to 300 square
feet per side

Height: Maximum
of twenty-five (25)
feet above grade.

Along State
Highway

See 18.43,070
for electronic
sign standards

Arterial Street
Development
Identification Siqn

Up to four (4)
per Auto Mall
Siqn Zone

Up to one
hundred (100)

Height: Maximum
of twenty-five (25)
feet above qrade.

Along Cooper
Point Road and
Auto Mall Drive
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EXHIBIT B

Auto MallSign
Types

Number Maximum Area Maximum Height
and Width

Location Other
Restrictions

square feet per
side

Table 43-5: Permanent Sign Regulations - Business ldentification
For individual uses in the Auto Mall Sign Zone:

Auto Mall Sign
Tvoes

Number Maximum Area Maximum Height
and Width

Location Other
Restrictions

Building Mounted
Signs Business
Identification Signs

limited by
maximum
area of
signage
allowed per
street
frontage

One and one half
(1.5) sq. ft. per
linear foot of the
wall width up to a
maximum of two
hundred fifty
(250) square
feet, per wall
with street
frontaqe,

For flush mounted
signs using channel
letters: channel
letters shall not
exceed thifi-six
(36) inches in
height. Logos or
symbols are not
subject to this size
requirement.

Secondary
Wall Signs

Up to 24 sq. ft.
each

For accessory
uses and
seruices

Building Entrance
Siqns

1 per public
entrance

Up to 10 sq. ft.

Freestanding Pole
Signs for Motor
Vehicle Sales Uses,
per franchise

Varies,
depending on
lot size

Up to two
hundred sixty
(260) sq. ft. (one
hundred thirty
(130) sq. ft, per
side if double
sided) in sign
surface area.

Height: Up to (30)
foot high pole
signs.

See 43-A
below,

Freestanding
Ground Signs for
Motor Vehicle
Sales Uses

Varies, see
43-A and 43-
B.

Up to one
hundred (100)
sq. ft. (fifty (s0)
sq. ft. per side if
double sided).

Height: Up to
twelve (12) foot
above grade.

Minimum
setback of six
(6) feet from
the propefi
line. Minimum
separation of
100 feet
between
ground signs
along street
frontaqes.

For those
motor vehicle
sales lots
facing Cooper
Point Road or
Auto Mall
Drive, see 43-
B.

Freestanding
Ground Signs for
Other Uses

Maximum of
one (1)

Up to one
hundred (100)
sq. ft. (fìfty (s0)
sq ft. per side if
double sided).

Height: Up to
twelve (12) foot
high ground signs,

Minimum
setback of six
(6) feet from
the properÇ
line. Minimum,
separation of
100 feet
between
ground signs
along street
frontaqes.
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EXHIBIT B

Table 43-6: Temporary Sign Regulations
For individual uses in the Auto Mall Sign Zone

B. Sign Regulations Specific to Auto Mall Sign Zone

Secondary Wall Signs, Uses that are accessory (e.9. oil changes, services and parts) to the
primary use (e.g. auto sales) and that have a separate public entrance are permitted to have

an additional wall sign. These signs may be up to twenty-four (24) square feet in size.

For individual uses in multiple occupancy buildings, the length of the wall to be considered for
size calculation purposes includes only that portion enclosing the space the sign proponent

occupies, not the length of the entire building.

Lighting. Signs illuminated directly or indirectly shall not be unreasonably bright or glaring,

The placement or location of signs must be placed in a manner so it shall not directly face
into an adjacent residential District.

Location. Freestanding signs shall be located entirely on the premises of the use they are
associated with, unless otherwise specified.

An additional pole sign for a dealer's used car lot is not permitted, except that any motor
vehicle sales lot in the Auto Services District larger than 43,560 square feet (one acre)
without a franchise is allowed one (1) pole sign.

The number of permitted pole signs are subject to the standards for freestanding signs (i.e.,
they are not in addition to the number of permitted freestanding signs but are considered one

of the permitted freestanding signs).

7. Directional signs for motor vehicle sales:

a, Sign Structure - shall be freestanding

b. Maximum Size of a Directional Sign - shall be sixteen (16) square feet (eight (8)

square feet per side of a double sided sign).

c. Number of Signs - limited to a maximum of four (4) signs.

d. Maximum Sign Height - shall be seven (7) feet.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Auto Mall Sign
Tvoes

Number Maximum Area Maximum Height
and Width

Location Other
Restrictions

Directional Signs
for Motor Vehicle
Sales
(freestanding)

Maximum of
up to four (4)
signs,

Up to sixteen
(16) sq. ft. (eisht
(B) sq.ft. per
side if double
sided).

Height: Up to seven
(7) feet.

Temoorary Sisn in the Auto Mall Sign Zone
Parking Lot Light
Pole Banners

Up to 25olo of the parking lot light poles may contain banner signs; Not to extend beyond top
of pole.

Window Siqns Up to 25olo of the window area(s)
The following additional Temporary Signs are permitted, in conformance with the provisions in 18.43.080:

Sandwich Board/Pedestal; Banners; Construction; Feather; Inflatable; Light Projection; Yard/Lawn; and Real Estate

Siqns.
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43-A
Motor vehicle sales uses within the Auto Mall Sign Zone are allowed a certain number of pole signs per

franchise based upon lot size, as follows:

0-30,000 sq. ft. = No Pole Signs

30,001-43,560 sq. ft. = 1 Pole Sign

43,561-140,000 sq. ft. = 2 Pole Signs

140,001-210,000 sq. ft. = 3 Pole Signs

210,001-Infinity sq. ft. = 4 Pole Signs

43-B
Motor vehicle sales lots facing Cooper Point Road/Auto Mall Drive are allowed either:

Pole signs at thifty (30) feet in height as allowed above, and setback a maximum of thifi
(30) feet from the front yard property line, and, ground signs at four (4) feet in height
setback a minimum of six (6) feet at a separation of one hundred (100) feet between ground

signs; or

Ground signs at twelve (12) feet high as allowed above and setback a minimum of six (6) feet
from the front property line at a separation of one hundred (100) feet between ground signs

with no pole signs allowed.

18.43.120 Business and Corridor Sign Zone

A. Permanent sign regulations in Business & Corridor Sign Zone

b.

EXHIBIT B

For Commercial Uses. A freestanding or building mounted sign is allowed, in addition to a
building entrance sign, as follows:

a. Freestanding Signs

Development ldentification Signs for Multiple Occupanry Buildings: one (1) per

exterior public entrance, up to 50 square feet maximum.

Identification Signs for Individual Uses: one (1) per street frontage, up to:

Two hundred (200) square feet (or one hundred (100) square feet per side)
on arterials and major collector streets.

One Hundred (100) square feet (or fifty (50) square feet per side) on streets
that are not arterials or rnajor collectors,

b. Building Mounted Signs:

A maximum of one (1) square foot of sign area for every one (1) linear foot
of front wall space of each tenant space, or the length of the wall for single
occupancy buildings, of the wall on which the sign is mounted, up to a

maximum of two hundred (200) square feet per sign. A business with a

three hundred twenty-five (325) square foot front wall width may have up to
three hundred twenty-five (325) square feet in signage (e.9. one two
hundred (200) square foot sign and one (1) sign up to one hundred twenty-
five (125) square feet; or two signs of 162.5 square feet each).

1

1
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Each tenant may have up to fifty (50) square feet of signage, regardless of
tenant space width, provided its placement on the building does not cover
architectural details or design features of the building or occupy more than
eight-five (85) percent of the sign band.

Table 43-7

Building Mounted OR Freestanding 1 per exterior public entryDevelopment ID Signs for
Multiole OccuDancy Buildinqs
Development ID Signs for
Multiple Building Complexes

Building Mounted OR Freestanding 1 per street frontage which has a
driveway entry to the
development

Building Mounted OR Freestanding 1 per street frontageBusiness ID Sign for Individual
Use in Sinqle Occupancy Bldq

1 per street frontage, per tenantBusiness ID Sign for Tenants in
Multiole Occuoancy Buildinqs

Building Mounted Only

1 per exterior public entry 10 sq. ft, max (half if double
sided, such as a blade siqn)

Building Entrance

A type of development ID;
See 18.43.070

Business Directory Multiple Occupancy Buildings and
Multiple Buildinq Complexes only
See 18.43.070Directional

Entrance/Exit See 18.43.070
Public Service signs do count
toward the total amount of signage
allowed,

See 18.43.070Public Service

See 18.43.080Window Up to 35olo of the window area may
be covered with signage, however
window signs do count toward the
total amount of Business
Identification signage allowed per
business.

Temporary Sisns
The following Temporary Signs are permitted, in conformance with the provisions in 18.43.080: Sandwich
Board/Pedestal; Banners; Construction; Inflatable; Yard/Lawn; and Real Estate Siqns.

nent Standards

2. Non-Commercial Uses in the Commercial Sign Zone. Residential units or homes on mixed-use
properties or in a commercial sign zone shall be subject to the sign regulations of the
residential sign zone.

B. Sign Regulations Specific to Business & Corridor Sign Zone

Properties immediately adjacent to Interstate 5 (I-5) or US Highway 101 (Hwy 101) may have
one pole sign, per development, when the approved land use is a multifamily complex,
shopping center, or industrial complex.

a These pole signs may be up to two hundred (200) square feet in size or one hundred
(100) square feet in size per side when double sided.

For the purposes of calculating the number of permitted signs, pole signs are subject
to the standards for freestanding signs (they are not in addition to the number of
permitted freestanding signs but are considered one of the permitted freestanding
signs).

30
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EXHIBIT B

Businesses that are located wholly within another business and do not have direct exterior
wall space included in their tenant space (e.9. a coffee shop inside a grocery store) and are
under separate business ownership, may have one wall sign per street frontage, up to
twenty-four (24) square feet per sign.

Businesses in a commercial zoning district that are adjacent to a Class 1 public trail, may have
a wall sign on the building wall facing the trail when there is a public entrance or approved
exterior seating/dining area on that wall, For the purposes of maximum sign size calculation,
the standard is one square foot of sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of wall tength for the
portion of the building occupied by the tenant, of the wall facing the trail.

The approved commercial areas within Urban or Neighborhood Villages shall be subject to the
sign standards in the Business & Corridor Sign Zone. Where there is a conflict between the
sign code and the approved Master Plan and Design Guidelines, the approved Master Plan and
Design Guidelines shall apply.

Adjacent to residential uses. The placement or location of signs must be placed in a manner
so that internally illuminated or neon signs shall not directly face into an adjacent residential
district unless the districts are separated by a right of way that is at least 60 feet in width.

Shopping Center Electronic Development Identification Signs. Shopping Centers that have

over four thousand (4,000) linear feet of street frontage along arterial and major collector
streets and have over eight hundred thousand (800,000) square feet of enclosed commercial
retail, entertainment, and dining space are allowed one electronic development identification
sign up to twenty-five (25) feet in height with up to three hundred (300) square feet of copy
area per side.

18.43.130 Residential Sign Zone

Permanent Signs are permitted in the Residential Sign Zone, subject to the provisions below.

A. Permanent sign regulations in Residential Sign Zone.

1. Permanent signs in the residential sign zone are limited in their type, size, and placement.

2 Permanent signs for approved non-residential uses, such as a place of worship or a school,
and multifamily complexes are allowed.

B. Permanent signs - Residential properties,

Residential Subdivisions. One freestanding sign per street frontage which has a driveway
entry into the subdivision/ up to fifty (50) square feet in size (25) square feet per side if
double sided).

2 Home Occupations. On residential properties for which the City has issued a valid City
business license for home occupation, one permanent sign is allowed pursuant to the
following:

a. The sign must be a wall sign placed on the facade of the primary structure; the sign
message may be of a commercial or noncommercial nature.

b. The maximum sign size shall not be greater than two square feet.

2

3

4.

5

6

1

31



EXHIBIT B

Where a sign placed on the building's facade cannot be seen from a public street due
to the distance the building is setback from the street, the City may approve an

alternative sign size, type, or location. Such review shall be on a case-by-case basis

and balance the purpose of the zoning district with the needs of a home based

business. In no case shall the sign exceed ten (10) square feet in size (five (5)
square feet per side if freestanding and double-sided).

The sign must appear to be a secondary feature of the building facade.

The sign shall not project above the roofline of the exposed building face to which it
is attached.

The sign shall be installed to appear flush-mounted

Internal illumination is not allowed.

A temporary Open sign may be displayed discretely in a window during business
hours only.

Table 43-8: Permanent Signs for Residential Uses in Residential Sign Zone

d.

e.

f.

I
h

Permanent Siqns - Residential Uses (Not Includins Apartment Complexes)
Home Occupation
Businesses

Up to two square feet, flush mounted
near entrance

I per licensed Home Occupation
business only

Home Occupation Business
abutting west side of 300
and 400 blocks of West
Bay Drive NW

Up to five square feet if flush mounted
near entrance or up to five square feet
per side if freestanding

1 per licensed Home Occupation
business only

Development ldentification
Signs

Freestanding Sign for Residential
Subdivisions, up to 50 square feet (or 25
souare feet oer side).

1 per street frontage which has
an entry to the development

Permanent Sions - Non-Residential Uses and Apartment/Multifamily Complexes
Identification signs for
non-residential uses

1 freestanding or building mounted sign
per driveway access from a street. If
freestanding, maximum height is 4 ft.

. Academic schools - up to 100
sq, ft. maximum;

. Other Uses: Up to 24 sq. ft. in
size (12 sq. ft. per side if
double-sided).

Secondary wall signs for
non-residential uses

1 per exterior public entrance to the
building

Up to 12 square feet of sign area
to identify the primary destination
of the entrance (e.9. office,
librarv, qvmnasium, sanctuary),

Identification Signs for
Apa rtment/ M u ltifa m i ly
Complexes

Building mounted sign (flush mounted
only) or Freestanding sign.
. Multi-family uses - up to 16 sq. ft.

maximum;
Double sided signs: 1/2 the max.

1 per use.
Except multi-family uses in RM-
18, RM-24 & RMH: 2 signs are
permitted where there are
entrances off 2 public rights-of-
WAV.

Identification Signs for
Individual Uses in Multiple
Occupancy Buildings

Building mounted sign to be flush
mounted only.
. Academic schools - up to 100 sq. ft.

maximum;
. Multi-family uses - up to 16 sq. ft.

maximum;
. All other uses - 24 sq. ft. maximum.
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Permanent SiEns - Non-Residential Uses and Apartment/Multifamily Complexes
Double sided siqns: U2 the max.

Driveway Entrance/ Exit
Signs

Freestanding only.
5 square feet total (2.5 square feet per
side if double sided)

1 per driveway

Directional 18.43.070
Public Service 18.43.070

c.

EXHIBIT B

Permanent Signs - Nonresidential Uses. It is customary and common to have nonresidential uses in

residential areas, such as schools, places of worship, daycare centers, public facilities such as fire
stations or substations, and other similar uses. These uses are generally allowed by conditional use
permit and are an important part of our community. These uses have signage needs that are different
and distinct from residential uses. Signs may be permitted, as follows:

1. Lighting. All signs, with the exception of the Public Service portion of signage, are encouraged
to use indirect lighting for signage. Lighting shall be directed to the sign face and away from
residential properties. The electronic portion of any public service sign for academic uses

must be turned off between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m,

2. Directional Signage. Uses that have more than one public entrance, such as schools with
separate entrances for libraries, gymnasiums, theaters, the main office, and other uses that
are most likely to experience visitors are encouraged to provide directional signage.

Except as otherwise provided for in this chapter, temporary signs in the residential sign zone do not
require sign permits and are allowed pursuant to the following regulations:

Noncommercial. All temporary signs in the residential sign zone shall only display
noncommercial copy, unless otherwise allowed (e.9. real estate, construction signs). For the
purposes of this chapter, garage and yard sale signs are considered to be temporary and
noncommercial signage.

Sign Types - Construction - Materials. There is no restriction on the type of temporary sign
(i.e., the sign construction or materials used) allowed on residential properties provided that
all other regulations and provisions of this chapter are met.

Quantity. There are no restrictions on the number of temporary signs allowed on private
property in the residential sign zone.

Size.

Temporary Freestanding Signs. No temporary freestanding sign shall be greater than
twelve (12) square feet in size, with no sign face exceeding six (6) square feet. The
sign shall not exceed four (4) feet in height, as measured from the ground to the top
of the sign.

Building-Mounted Signs. Building-mounted temporary signs attached flush to the face
of the building:

Shall not have a maximum height; provided, that no sign shall extend
beyond the roofline of the building; and
In aggregate (i.e., the total of all building-mounted temporary signs) shall

not cover more than twenty (20) percent of the building's facade.

Window Signs. Signs placed in or on windows shall, in aggregate, not exceed twenty-five (25)
percent of the area of the window on which they are displayed.
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EXHIBIT B

Yard/Lawn Signs. In accordance with standards outlined in Section 18.43.080.

Garage Sale (Yard Sales, Moving Sales, Patio Sales). No sign permit or Temporary Sign

Agreement is required, Such sign shall be limited to one sign on the premises and three off-
premises signs. No such sign shall exceed four square feet in sign area. The sign or signs may
be displayed only during the sale and must be removed the day the sale ends. The person or
persons for which the sign or signs are displayed shall be responsible for removal and/or is
subject to the penalties as provided in this code, Any such signs placed in the right of way
shall comply with the standards in Section E, below.

Temporary Signs in Planter Strip. Temporary signs may be placed in the planter strip (the landscaped
area between the curb and sidewalk) or unimproved right-of-way pursuant to the following:

1 No more than three (3) temporary signs are allowed in the right of way per street frontage,
per lot. For residential properties actively for sale or lease, one of the three temporary signs
may be a real estate sign.

No temporary sign may be greater than four (4) feet in height above grade and is subject to
the clear view sight triangle standards per Chapter 4 of the Engineering Design and

Development Standards,

3 Temporary signs in the right of way may only contain noncommercial messages and must
meet the standards of Sections 18.43.060 and 18.43.085.

Duration. Any temporary sign that is specific to an event shall be removed within five (5) days of the
end of the event, unless otheruise stated in this chapter.

18.43.140 Master Sign Plans

Master sign plans are allowed for uses that, by their nature, may need more permanent signage than
permitted by the sign code. Examples include institutional uses in buildings with multiple public

entrances, multiple access points from public streets to the site, and specific uses intended to use the
various parking areas and building access points. Examples may include colleges and universities,
hospitals and clinics, large governmental office complexes, and academic schools. In these cases,

members of the public may visit the site infrequently (public meetings, out of town athletic
competitors, emergency medical care or patient visitors) and would benefit from additional directional
signage.

Master sign plans for such uses can be proposed and should address:
. Overall need
. Signage types proposed
. Signage locations proposed by various sign type
r Visibility from streets and other public spaces
o Lighting, whether internally illuminated or not
. Sign theme/consistency across sign types
¡ A statement about how the overall need was balanced with efforts to reduce sign clutter,

preserve existing tree and vegetation areas, enhance aesthetics, address compatibility with
structures, and the reduction of impacts to surrounding properties.

A master sign plan shall be submitted with land use review when possible, however existing uses may

apply for a master sign plan. Applications shall be submitted on forms provided by the department
and be accompanied by the appropriate review fee.

6
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Master sign plans shall be reviewed by the City through a Land Use Review process before the Site

Plan Review Committee, based on the following considerations:

Response to the issues identified in subsection B, above.

Tree canopy and tree size at maturity

Fire and building code requirements.

Location of existing above and underground utilities, including stormwater infrastructure

5. Public health, safety, and welfare.

18.43.150 Nonconforming Signs

Except as otherwise provided, any sign which is non-conforming may not be structurally altered
without being brought into compliance with the requirements of this Title (see OMC 18.02.180,
Definitions, Signs, Abandoned and Non-Conforming and Section 18.73.010, Violations).

Any non-conforming sign which is damaged or destroyed by fire, explosion, wind, act of nature, or
other accidental means may be restored if the cost thereof does not exceed fifty percent (50o/o) of its
replacement cost. Signs damaged in an amount in excess of fifty percent (50o/o) of replacement cost
shall be removed.

All non-conforming signs shall be kept in good repair and maintained in a neat, clean, attractive, and

safe condition. (See also OMC 18.73.010, Violations.)

18.43.160 Violations

Violations. See OMC 18.73.010.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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EXHIBIT C

TitIe 18 - UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 18.02 - BASIC PROVISIONS

18.02.180 Definitions

S. DEFINITIONS - SPECIFIC,

Sign, Any object, device, display, or structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is used to
advertise, identiff, display, direct, or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business,

product, service, event, or location by any means. Such means may include words, letters, figures, design,

movement, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images.

Sign, Abandoned. Any sign which:
a. Is located on propefi which becomes vacant and unoccupied for a period of twelve (12)

consecutive months or more (excepting legal off-premise signs), or
b. Relates to any occupant or business unrelated to the present occupant or their business (excepting

legal off-premise signs), or
c. Pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies.

Sign. Allev. A type of building mounted sign that is located on a building wall facing a public alley.

Sign, Animated. A sign with action or motion (including those that flash, oscillate or revolve) or one that
involves color changes more frequentlv than once per twentv-four 24 hours, illustrations or messages. This

does not include wind activated elements such as flags or banners; nor does it include public service signs
(such as time and temperature signs). For the purposes of this chaoter, it does include search liohts and

strobe liohts.

Sign Area, The entire background of a sign upon which advertising could be placed (counting all faces),

including the frame but not other supporting structure, except that the area of advertising affixed directly to,

or painted on a building without any background, other than the building, shall be the area contained in the
smallest geometric figure enclosing all portions of the sign message (i.e., all letters, numbers, graphics, etc.).

Sign Awning. A sign which is on an awning. Awning signs are a type of building mounted sign.

Siqn, Banner. A liohtweight temporarv sion.

Sign, Billboard. A rigidly assembled outdoor sign permanently affixed to the ground or permanently attached to
a building or other permanent structure, unrelated to any use or activity on the propefi on which the sign is

located, but not including directional signs as defined herein.

S¡on, Blade. A Wpe of building mounted sign that is oriented for pedestrians that extends from a buildino wall

or hangs from a marquee. Blade signs larqer than ten (101 square feet in size are considered Proiecting Siqns

if not attached to a marquee.

Sign, Building Mounted. A permanent sign which is attached to, or erected against or painted on, any exterior
wall, fascia, or window of a building or structure. For the purpose of this Title, signs which shall be considered

building mounted signs, include flush mounted signs, signs on marquees and awnings, projecting signs, blade

signs, and signs erected on the side of a mansard roof provided the sign does not project above the uppermost

roof line or flashing.

Sign, Business Directory. A type of development identification sign which lists the names of the individual uses

in a development.

Sign, Changeable Copy. See Sign, Readerboard.
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Signs, Channel Letters. A flush mounted wall sign that consists of individual letters or characters not bound
together in one complete structure. Channel Letter signs are signs in which each letter or character is mounted
individually within its own area, with the total area of individual letters or characters comprising the sign.

Sign, Ground. A ground supported sign which is no greater than twelve (12) feet in height above grade.

Sign, Development ldentification. A freestanding or building mounted sign which identifies the name of a
development. For the purpose of sign standards, a development consists of multiple building complexes such

as shopping malls, industrial and business parks, residential subdivision developments, and multiple occupancy
buildings.

Sign, Directional. A sign designed solely to guide or direct pedestrian or vehicular traffic to an area/ place or
convenience.

Sion. Feather. A vertical portable sign that contains a harpoon-stvle oole or staff driven into the ground for
suoport or supported bv means of an individual stand.

Sign, Flashing. See Sign, Animated.

Sign, Flush-Mounted. A type of building mounted sign which an*is attached to, or erected against any exterior
wall or fascia of a building or structure, with the exposed face of the sign parallel to the plane of the wall.

Sign, Freestanding. A permanent sign supported by one or more uprights, poles or braces in or upon the
ground. For the purposes of this Title, freestanding signs include pole signs and signs otherwise known as
ground signs or monument signs.

Siqn. Hazardous. Anv sion that is dangerous or confusing to motorists and pedestrians. including any siqn

which bv its color. wordino, design, location. or illumination resembles or conflicts with any official traffic
control device or which otherwise impedes the safe and efficient flow of traffic.

Sign. Historical. Historic signs that contribute to the architectural and historic character of Olympia, which mav

complement or define an individual building or mav be valued independently from the building or site on which
it is located.

Sign Height. The vertical distance from ground level to the top of the sign.

Sign, Identification. A pole or ground sign which identifies the name of a shopping center.

Sign, Inflatable. Balloons or other gas-filled figures. For purposes of this section, inflatable signs shall be

treated as temporary signs. Inflatable signs that include movement are considered animated signs and are not
allowed.

Sign. Legacv. Signage related to a structure but not the present occupancv or use.

Sign. Light Proiection. An image proiected onto a building or walkway.

Sign, Marquee. Any sign which forms part of or is integrated into a marquee or canopy and which does not

extend horizontally beyond the limits of such marquee or canopy.

Sign, Monument. See Sign, Freestanding.

Sign, Non-conforming, Any legallv established sign existing at the time of this Ordinance which does not meet

the current provisions of Title 18.

Sion, Nuisance. Anv sign which emits smoke, visible oarticles. odors, and/or sound, except that speakers in
signs of a drive-throuoh facilitLshall be allowed.
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Sign, On-Premises. A sign which carries advertisement related to a lawful use of the premises on which it is
located, including signs indicating the business transacted, seruices rendered, goods sold or produced on the
premises, name of business, name of the person, firm or corporation occupying the premises.

Sign, Out-of-Date. Signs for which the event, time, or purpose no longer applies.

Sign. Parkino Lot Pole Banner. A tvpe of banner sign. Wpically made of outdoor fabric. attached to the lighting
poles in parking lots.

Siqn, Pedestal. See Sandwich Board/Pedestal Sion.

Sign, Pole. A ground supported sign which is no less than twelve (12) and no greater than thirty (30) feet in
height above grade.

Sign, Poftable (Mobile). A sign made of any material which by its design is readily movable and which is not
permanently affixed to the ground, a structure or a building.

Sign, Projecting. A sign which projects twelve (12) inches or more from a building and is supported by a wall or
structure.

Sign, Public Service. A sign which provides a sen¡ice to the public (such as indicating the current time and
temperature or a community bulletin board) but which includes no advertising other than the name.of the
sponsoring organization.

Sign, Readerboard, A sign with characters or letters that can be manually changed without altering the face of
the sign. Electronic signs are not readerboards for the purposes of this Title, but are animated signs.

Sign, Revolving. See Sign, Animated.

Sign, Roof. A sign erected upon or above a roof or parapet of a building or structure. A sign shall be

considered a building mounted sign if it is erected on the side of a mansard roof and does not project above
the uppermost roof line or flashing.

Sign, Sandwich Board/Pedestal SidewalleSign. A type of portable sign.

Sion, Shopping Center. A Wpe of oermanent freestanding sign for larger shopping complexes.

Sign, Structural Alteration. Any change or modification in the supporting members of the structure, such as the
pole, cabinet, footing/foundation. Exceptions are new paint, rewiring, or face change.

Sign Structure. Any structure which supports or is capable of supporting any sign. A sign structure may be a
single pole and may be an integral part of the building.

Sign, Temporary. Any sign, banner, pennant, valance or advertising display intended to be displayed for only a
limited period of time.

Sign, Window. A sign perrftaneñtlfpainted on or adhered or mounted to an exterior window (e,9., a neon

sign), Window signs are a type of building mounted sign.

Sign. Yard/Lawn. A temporaru sion that is posted in the ground bv a stake or wire frame.
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FIGURE 2.7

Significant. When used in the context of historic significance: A property which helps in the understanding of
the history of the local area, state or nation (whichever is applicable) by illuminating the local, state-wide or
nation-wide impact of the events or persons associated with the property, or its architectural type or style or
information potential. The local area can include the City of Olympia, Thurston County, the region of Puget
Sound or Southwest Washington, or a modest geographic or cultural area, such as a neighborhood. Local

significance may apply to a propefi that illustrates a theme that is ¡mportant to one or more localities; state
significance to a theme important to the history of the state; and national significance to property of
exceptional value in representing or illustrating an important theme in the history of the nation,

Single-Family Dwelling. See Dwelling, Conventional.

Single-Room Occupancy (SRO). See Dwelling, Conventional.

Site Plan. The development plan which shows the existing and proposed conditions of the lot, including
topography, vegetation, drainage, flood plains, walkways; means of ingress and egress; circulation; utility
seruices; structures and buildings; signs and lighting; berms, buffers, and screening devices; surrounding
development; and any other information that reasonably may be required in order that an informed decision
can be made by the reviewing authority.

Site Plan Review Committee. A technical development review group comprised of representatives from the
Department of Community Planning and Development, the Fire Department and the Public Works Department,
who provide technical assistance to the CP&D Director or his/her designee on land use issues. At a minimum
this includes the Building Official, Planner, City Engineer, Fire Chief, and SEPA official, or their appointed
designees.

Slope. The deviation of a surface from the horizontal, usually expressed in percent or degrees. (See also
Grade.)

[NOTE: Percentage of slope is calculated by dividing the vertical distance by the horizontal distance times one-
hundred (100).1
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% GRADE
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RATIO
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10:1
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Slope, Steep. An area which is equal to or in excess of fortv (40) percent slope, or where the ground surface
rises ten feet or more vertically within a horizontal distance of twenty-five (25) feet. This can also include a

slope of 15 to 39.9 percent if otherwise defined as a landslide hazard area.

Slope, Steep Toe, or Steep Top. A distinct topographic break in slope which separates slopes inclined less than
fofi (40o/o) percent from slopes equal to or greater than forty (40o/o) percent. Where no distinct break exists,
this point shall be the limit of the area where the ground surface drops ten (10) feet or more vertically within a

horizontal distance of twenty-five (25) feet.

Small Lake. See OMC 18.32.305 E.

Small Lot Review. A Director review of proposed construction on undersized legal lots of record approved prior

to June 19, 1995.

Small Lot Subdivision. See Subdivision, Short.

Soil and Vegetation Protection Area (SVPA). A separate tract of land, which may or may not be deeded as

such, specifically set aside for the preservation of healthy soil and the preservation or planting of existing
and/or native vegetation, well-adapted drought-tolerant vegetation, and trees. Stormwater retention/detention
facilities, critical area buffers and other common areas may be considered SVPA's if they currently, or are
improved to an extent where they can, support healthy soils and the growth of native vegetation or well-
adapted drought-tolerant vegetation. The purpose of these areas for preserving healthy soils and preserving

and/or planting native, or well-adapted drought-tolerant vegetation is stated on the face of the plat when
applicable.

Sorority House. A building, occupied by unrelated female members of a private educational organization, which
contains sleeping rooms, bathrooms, common rooms, and a central kitchen and dining room. (See Fraternity,
Dormitory.)

Special Assessment District. A district with the power to levy taxes created by act, petition, or vote of propefi
owners for a specific purpose.

Special Valuation for Historic Properties, Special Valuation. The process, pursuant to Chapter 84.26 Revised

Code of Washington (RCW) and Chapter 3.60 OMC, under which the tax basis of an eligible, rehabilitated
historic property may be reduced by the actual incurred cost of the rehabilitation for a period of up to ten
years.

5
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Specialty Stores. Stores selling antiques, sporting goods and bicycles, marine supplies, glassware and

chinaware, books, videos (including rentals), music, cards and stationery, jewelry, toys, hobby supplies,
cameras/ gifts and souvenirs, sewing supplies, flowers, tobacco products, newspapers and magazines, art and

art supplies, pets and pet supplies, religious supplies, consumer electronics, personal computers, or other
miscellaneous goods. It also includes second-hand stores and pawnshops.

Specific or Management Plan. A plan consisting of text, maps, and other documents and exhibits regulating
development within an area of special interest or which contains unique land use and development problems.

Spot Zoning. Rezoning of a lot or parcel of land to benefit an owner for a use incompatible with surrounding
land uses and that does not further the comprehensive plan. [NOTE: Spot zoning is usually invalid when all the
following factors are present: (1) a small parcel of land is singled out for special and privileged treatment; (2)
the singling out is not in the public interest but only for the benefit of the land owner; and (3) the action is not
in accord with a comprehensive plan.l

Stables, Riding. A structure providing shelter for horses, mules or ponies which are boarded for compensation.
This may include arenas, tracks, and other facilities for equestrian activities either for members of a private

club or for the general public. This may also include accessory facilities such as a clubhouse.

Stable, Private. An accessory structure providing shelter for horses or ponies, for use by occupants of the
premises.

Staff. Permanent or temporarily employed personnel of the City of Olympia, Washington.

Stepback. Additional setbacks of upper building floor levels.

Storage. Placement or retention of goods, materials and/or personal property in one location for more than 24
consecutive hours.

Stormwater Facility. A constructed stormwater system component, including but not limited to a detention,
retention, sediment, or constructed wetland basin or pond, generally installed at the ground surface.

Stormwater Retention/Detent¡on Basin. A facility, either above-ground or underground, that temporarily stores
stormwater prior to its release to the ground (retention facility), to a surface water (detention facility), or some

combination of the two. INOTE: Retention basins differ from detention basins in thai the latter are temporary
storage areas, Retention basins have the potential for water recreation and water-oriented landscaping since

the water may remain. Both types of basins provide for controlled release of the stored water and groundwater
recharge.l

Stormwater Retrofit Facilities. A stormwater treatment or flow-control facility that complies with the City of
Olympia Drainage Design and Erosion Control Manual and is constructed by the City of Olympia for the purpose

of providing treatment or flow-control in an area where little to none was previously provided.

Story. That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and the upper surface of the
floor or roof next above.

Story Above Grade. Any story having its finished floor surface entirely above grade, except that a basement
shall be considered as a story above grade where the finished surface of the floor above the basement is:

more than six feet above grade plane, more than six feet above the finished ground level for more than fiftv
(50o/o) of the total building perimeter, or more than twelve (12) feet above the finished ground level at any
point.

Story First. The lowest above grade story in a building, except that a floor level in a building having only one
floor shall be classified as a first story, provided such floor level is not more than four feet below grade, as

defined herein, for more than fiftv (50) percent of the total perimeter, or more than eight (Slfeet below grade,

as defined herein, at any point.
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Stream. See OMC 18.32.405.

Stream Corridor. Any river, stream, pond, lake, or wetland, together with adjacent upland areas that support
vegetation adjacent to the water's edge.

Street. A public or private rights-of-way which affords a primary means of vehicular access to abutting
property.

Street, Arterial. An arterial street provides an efficient direct route for long-distance travel within the region
and between different parts of the city, Streets connecting freeway interchanges to commercial concentrations
are classified as arterials. Traffic on arterials is given preference at intersections, and some access control may
be considered in order to maintain capacity to carry high volumes of traffic,

Street Cul-De-Sac. A street with a single common ingress and egress and with a circular turnaround at the end.
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Street Frontage. The area between any lot lines which intersect, or area of a lot which directly abuts, the
boundary of a public or private street rights-of-way.

Street Furniture. Constructed, above-ground objects, such as outdoor seating, kiosks, bus shelters, sculpture,
tree grids, trash receptacles, fountains, and telephone booths, that have the potential for enlivening and giving

variety to streets, sidewalks, plazas, and other outdoor spaces open to, and used by, the public.

Street, Local Access. A street which provides access to abutting land uses and serves to carry local traffic to a
collector.

Street, Major Collector. A street that provides connections between the arterial and concentrations of
residential and commercial land uses. The amount of through traffic is less than an arterial, and there is more
service to abutting land uses. Traffic flow is given preference over lesser streets.

Street, Neighborhood Collector. A street which distributes and collects traffic within a neighborhood and
provides a connection to an arterial or major collector. Neighborhood collectors serve local traffic, provide

access to abutting land uses, and do not carry through traffic. Their design is compatible with residential and

commercial neighborhood centers.

Street, Private. A street that has not been accepted for maintenance and public ownership by the City of
Olympia or other government entity. This does not include private driveways or access easements.
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EXHIBIT C

Street Wall. A building wall that faces or is parallel to the street frontage.

Streetscape. The visual character of a street as determined by various elements such as structures, greenery/

open space, and view.

Structure. An edifice or building of any kind which is built or constructed, or any piece of work artificially built
up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner.
Structured Parking. A building or a portion of a building used for the parking of motor vehicles.

Subdivider. A person who undertakes the subdividing of land.

Subdivision. The division or redivision of land into ten or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions, any of
which are less than five acres in area, for the purpose of sale, lease or transfer of ownership. (See also
Subdivision, Short.)

Subdivision Cluster. See Cluster Subdivision.

Subdivision, Large Lot. The division of land into lots or tracts, each of which is Ut28 of a section of land or
larger, or five acres or larger, if the land is not capable of description as a fraction of a section of land. For
purposes of computing the size of any lot under this section which borders on a street, the lot size shall be

expanded to include that area which would be bounded by the centerline of the street and the side lot lines of
the lot running perpendicular to such centerline.

Subdivision, Short. The division or redivision of land into nine or fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for
the purpose of transfer of ownership, sale or lease.

Subordinate. A supplementary use to a permitted primary or principal use.

Substantial Improvement. Any e)dension, repair, reconstruction, or other improvement of a property, the cost
of which equals or exceeds f¡fty (50) percent of the fair market value of a property either before the
improvement is stafted or, if the property has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage
occurred.

Surface water. A body of water open to the atmosphere and subject to surface runoff.

Swap Meet. Any outdoor place, location, or activity where new or used goods or secondhand personal propefi
is offered for sale or exchange to the general public by a multitude of individual licensed vendors, usually in

compartmentalized spaces; and, where a fee may be charged to prospective buyers for admission, or a fee
may be charged for the privilege of offering or displaying such merchandise. The term swap meet is

interchangeable with and applicable to: flea markets, auctions, open air markets, farmers markets, or other
similarly named or labeled activities; but the term does not include the usual supermarket or department store
retail operations.

8
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Title 18 - UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 18.120, Commercial Design Criteria Downtown

18.120.000 ChapterContents

Sections:
18.120.020 Setbacks.
18.120.030 Waterfront view corridors.
18.120.040 Parkinglots.
18.120.050 Buildingdesign.
18.120.060 Building materials.
18.120.070 Building design -Building rhythm.
18.120.080 Buildingorientation.
18.120.090 Awnings, canopies, and marquees.
18.120.100 Walkways.
18.120.110 Pedestrian access from parking areas.
18.120.120 Waterfront publicaccess.
18.120.130 Visual context of streetscape,

in*
@iñgï

18.120.020 Setbacks

A. REQUIREMENT: Maintain the continuity of the streetscape with the setbacks of buildings.

B GUIDELINES:
1. Align buildings according to the existing pattern.
2. Use walls, railings, planters, or other built and landscape elements at the propefi line if the
building or a portion of it is set back from the property line.

(See Also Pedestrian Streets Overlay, Chapter 18.16.)

FTGURE 18.120.020

18. 120.030 Waterfront view corridors

A. REQUIREMENT:

On waterfront sites, provide for public view corridors of Capitol Lake and Budd Inlet. All development shall

incorporate into the site and building design both territorial and immediate views for significant numbers of

1
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people from public rights-of-way. (EXCEPT: Intermittent or partial views of the water may not be deemed
necessary to incorporate into the site and building design.) See Scenic Vista overlay zoning maps, which are
available at the Community Planning and Development Depaftment.
(See also Pedestrian Streets Overlay, OMC 18.16)

GUIDELINES:
1. Locate buildings on the site and design roofs so that they do not interfere with views and vistas.
2. Design and site waterfront buildings to avoid blocking view corridors on adjacent streets that point

toward the water.

FIGURE 18.120.030

18.120.040 Parking lots

A. REQUIREMENT: Locate and design parking lots which maintain the visual continuity of the street and do
not create vacant space in the street pattern. Allow for both pedestrian and vehicular circulation, and provide

clear access between parking and the principal building(s) on the site.
(See also Section 18.38.160, Specific Zone District Requirements, and Chapter 18.16, Pedestrian Streets
Overlay,)

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Minimize the width of parking lots located adjacent to the street.
2. Screen parking lots which abut the street with hedges, fences, raised planters, or low walls

combined with plantings. These screening materials shall not obscure vehicular sight lines as a

safety requisite. (See Section 18.38.200, Parking Facility Location,)

2
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FIGURE 18.120.040

18.120.050 Building design

A. REQUIREMENT: Buildings must have streetscape characteristics, such as pedestrian oriented businesses

and/or shops, corner entries, and building edges abutting the sidewalk. For additional Building Design

requirements please refer to:
1. Development Standards in the zoning district where the prgect is located, and,
2. Pedestrian Streets Overlay District (OMC 18.16).
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FTGURE 18.120.0s0

18. 120,060 Building materials

A. REQUIREMENT: Maintain the character of the existing downtown buildings by using similar enduring
materials such as stone, brick, and stucco.

3
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EXHIBIT D

B. GUIDELINE: Applied brick tiles or exterior insulation finish system (EIFS) that attempt to give the
appearance of genuine masonry or stucco are not preferred. Decorative ceramic tiles may be used as accent
features.

FIGURE 18.120.060-A

: li ,.1

FTGURE 18.120.060-B

18.120.070 Building design -Building rhythm

A. REQUIREMENT: Create visually interesting street walls with variations in horizontal and vertical wall
surfaces. Use architectural elements that clearly define a base at street level.

B. GUIDELINE: Provide variation in fenestration, architectural elements, building materials, and/or building
planes at varying intervals. (See also Basic Commercial Design Criteria, 18,110.080 Maintaining Human Scale,

for additional direction.)

{

FIGURE 18.120.070
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18.120.080 Building orientation

A. REQUIREMENT: Orient the primary building entrance and active uses such as retail storefront window
displays or restaurants to the street. (See also Chapter 18,16, Pedestrian Streets Overlay District.)

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Provide views and access into interior activities of the building from the street. Use a high

proportion of glazing at the street level for displays or to reveal seruices available.
2. Use landscaping, surface texture, or art work on buildings where revealing active uses is

inappropriate.

FTGURE 18.120.080-A

uû
FTGURE 18.120.080-8

18.120,090 Awnings, canopies, and marquees

A. REQUIREMENT: Provide awnings, canopies, and marquees on buildings that abut the sidewalk. (See also
Chapter 18.16, Pedestrian Streets Overlay District,)

B. GUIDELINES:

5
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1. Maintain the visual and spatial horizontal plane of the street by employing a horizontal alignment of
awnings, canopies, and marquees in areas where they are an existing element in the street
pattern.

2. Select awnings, canopies, and marquees which emphasize the architectural and/or historical
character, color, and material of the building without covering or obscuring details of the facade.

3. Provide continuity of coverage on both sides and the corner when a building is located on a corner.

FIGI/RE 18.120.090

18.120.100 Walkways

A. REQUIREMENT: Provide character and visual diversity to walkways.

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Vary sidewalk colors and materials by combining pavers, brick, stone, exposed aggregate and other

materials set in geometric or free form patterns.
2. Identifu street and driveway crossings through changes in colors, materials, or patterns,

3. Separate the pedestrian from the street by the use of planters, bollards, or similar elements at the
street edge of the sidewalk.

4. Provide alleys with lighting, plantings, and paving materials in areas of the City where the alley is or
may be used as a pedestrian link.

5. Incorporate information about historic events or structures into the walkway by use of plaques,

signs, and art work.



EXHIBIT D

FTGURE 18.120.100

18.120.110 Pedestrian access from parking areas

A. REQUIREMENT: Provide direct and visible pedestrian access through parking areas to building entrances
and to adjoining pedestrian ways. Minimize crossings of traffic lanes.

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Provide sidewalks through parking bays.
2. Define walkways with vertical plantings, such as trees or shrubs.
3. Use materials, textures, patterns, or colors to differentiate pedestrian paths from parking areas. Use

non-slip materials.
4. Emphasize the entrance to the building by the use of paving materials and landscaping. Avoid

locating parking spaces directly in front of the building entrance or in such a way as to interfere
with entrance visibility and access.

5. Use signs to direct customers to the building entrances and back to the parking areas.
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18, 120. 120 Waterfront public access
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A. REQUIREMENTS: On waterfront sites used for commercial, residential, or recreational uses, incorporate
shoreline public access pursuant to the goals of the Shoreline Management Act in a manner roughly
proportionate to the impact created by the development.

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Provide a water-edge trail and view corridors.
2. Provide public access to the water-edge trail and/or view corridors.
3. Provide necessary improvements appropriate to these facilities, such as signage, seating, and

lighting.

*t-_-

FTGURE 18.120.120

18.120.130 Visual context of streetscape

A. REQUIREMENT: Develop visual linkages between adjacent propefties through building design, street
trees, and streetscape improvements.

B. GUIDELINES:
1. Link dissimilar buildings by using common elements of existing development. Maintain setbacks

from the streeÇ repeat or incorporate similar proportions and scale of buildings; use similar exterior
materials, paving materials, and lighting standards.

2. Plant the same or similar street trees to maintain the continuity of the street.
3. Continue walls, screening, and planters where they exist.
4. Repeat common elements and/or materials of landscape design.

{
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*8-120-14e Signs *ttaehed te the building
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Title 18 - UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 18.145, Commercial Design Review Freeway Corridor District

18.145.000 ChapterContents

Sections:
18.145.020 Landscape screening adjacent to freeways.
18.145.030 Security and site lighting.

18.145.020 Landscape screening adjacent to freeways

A. REQUIREMENT: Provide landscape screening adjacent to the freeways where development is visible to
motorists passing through the City of Olympia. A ten (10) foot minimum landscaping buffer adjacent to the
freeway is required. The landscaping buffer shall consist of evergreen or a combination of approximately forty
five (45) percent evergreen and thirty (30) percent deciduous trees interspersed with large shrubs and ground

cover. A site-obscuring fence may be required if it is necessary to reduce site specific adverse impacts. Tree,
shrub, and groundcover spacing shall be appropriate for the species type and consistent with the intent of the
landscaping chapter (OMC 18.36).

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Landscape screening may include plant materials, fences, berms, and walls.
2. The use of existing native vegetation is encouraged.

Ëfi'';.L¡1¡

18.145.030 Security and site lighting

A. REQUIREMENT: Eliminate glare onto the freeways from security lighting and site lighting. (See Section

18.40.060(E), Lighting.)

GUIDELINE:
1. Use the following techniques to prevent spillover lighting glare:

a. Use cut-off lenses to prevent light from shining oft site.
b. Locate light fixtures to avoid spillover lighting onto freeways.

B
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FTGURE 18.145.030
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TitIe 18 . UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 18.150, Poft Peninsula

18.150.000 ChapterContents

Sections:
18.150.020 Design guidelines.
18.150.030 Site design - Pedestrian connections.
18.150.040 Site design - Lighting.
18.150.050 Site design - View corridors.
18.150.060 Building design - Creation of human scale.
18.150.070 Building design - Color and materials.
18.150.080 Landscape design.
18.150.090 Building design - Landscape design - Suitability of materials

in*
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18, 150.020 Design Guidelines

The following guidelines apply to the Port of Olympia's Urban Waterfront-zoned properties on the Port

Peninsula, and are the only City design guidelines which apply to the Port Peninsula. These guidelines were
developed in a cooperative effort between the City and the Port. A map indicating the Urban Waterfront-zoned
properties is shown on Figure 6A-53.
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18.150.030 Site design -Pedestrian Connections
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A. REQUIREMENT: Incorporate pedestrian access into the site plan where pedestrian access exists and
where site security is not in questions.

GUIDELINE:
1. Incorporate cross-site pedestrian connections within projects where feasible.
2. Coordinate signing to facilitate movement of pedestrians through the site and vehicles around the

site.
3. Provide walkways through parking bays and adjacent to planters.
4. Define walkways with vertical plantings, such as trees or shrubs.

Feile st ri¡n Thrur€h Con¡ectiaru

FIGURE 18.150.030

18.150.040 Site design -Lighting

A. REQUIREMENT: Accent structures, as well as provide visibility, security, and conserue energy with
lighting.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Use lighting to accent key architectural elements or to emphasize landscape features.
2. Add adequate lighting to sidewalks and alleys, to provide for well lighted pedestrian walkways in

accordance with Chapter 4 of the Engineering Design and Development Design Standards.
3. Locate lighting so as not to have a negative impact on adjacent properties such as shining off site

into adjacent buildings.

FÌGURE 18.1s0.O40
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EXHIBIT F

18.150.050 Site Design -View Corridors

A. REQUIREMENT: Provide for public view corridors of the Capitol Building, Olympic Mountains and Budd

Inlet.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Intermittent or partial views to the scenic vistas mentioned above may not be deemed necessary to

incorporate into the site and building design.
2. Refer to the Scenic Vista overlay zoning maps available at the Community Planning and

Development Department.

18.150.060 Building Design -Creation of Human Scale

A. REQUIREMENT: Use design elements that result in buildings with a perceived size that maintains a human
scale street that is comfortable for pedestrians and attractive to them.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Use articulation on building facades to achieve smaller building massing. Methods include:

a. Modulation;
b. Broken rooflines; and
c. Building elements such as balconies, chimneys, porches or other entry details, and
landscaping.
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Rooflines can reinforce the architectural character of a street.

FTGURE 18.150.060-A
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EXHIBIT F

Architectural features like cornices can relate to adjacent buildings, lowering the apparent, conflicting height of
the building.

FTGURE 18.150.060-B
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FTGURE 18.150.060-C
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The pattern and proportion of windows/ doors and other glazed areas (fenestration) is important in

determining the buildings architectural character. Following the proportion and pattern of neighboring buildings

will increase the consistency of the overall streetscapes.
FTGURE 18.150.060-D
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EXHIBIT F

I¡rtext¡å.I hterr¡Ðl ! Irrten¡at

This building is articulated into intervals. Articulation methods include modulation, broken rooflines, building
elements (chimneys, entries, etc.) and landscaping,

FTGURE 18.150.060-E

18.150.070 Building Design -Color and Materials

A. REQUIREMENT: Using appropriate color and material on new and remodeled buildings. Use subdued
colors on exterior building walls and large surfaces.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Reserue bright colors for trim or accents.
2. Avoid large expanses of highly tinted or mirrored glass (except stained-glass windows). Use of

tinted glass as an accent is acceptable.
3. Avoid use of reflective exterior materials (except windows) where glare would shine into nearby

buildings,

18. 150.080 Landscape Design

A. REQUIREMENT: Use plants as screening, canopy/ and as space defining elements.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Plantings and paving can serue to define the appropriate location for pedestrian and vehicle trâffic.
2. Plantings such as street trees, hedges and screening hedgerows can be used to create and

reinforce the functional definition of the site plan.

3. Repeating landscape material throughout the project can unifli the development.
4. Parking lots can be divided into smaller lots with separations created by grouping landscaping and

trees as buffers between parking areas. Where large planting areas are impractical or inefficient,
canopy tress can be planted in protected planting locations.

18.150.090 Building Design -Landscape Design -Suitability of Materials

A. REQUIREMENT: Plant materials shall be suited to the climate and at their mature, natural size, suitable for
their planting location.

B. GUIDELINE:
1. Select trees for parking lots and sidewalk areas which do not interfere with the visibility and

movement of vehicles or pedestrians.
2. Avoid trees which may create problems by dropping fruit or seeds, have brittle wood, and/or cause

pavement or other hard surfaces to heave.
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EXHIBIT F

3. Use shrubs or vines trained to grow upright on wires or trellises (espaliers) next to blank walls with
narrow planting areas.

4. Projects must also comply with the adopted Street Tree Plan, and the Landscaping and Screening
Chapter of the Olympia Zoning Code 18.36 for more information on landscaping requirements.

5. Choose hardy plant materials that can survive the effects of building or large paved areas (in terms
of heat, shade, wind, etc.)
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l, Avoid a wide variety of types and sizes of signs when several businesses share the same
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EXHIBIT F
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REQUIREMENT: l'rovide adequate signage for businesses when building mounted signs €annot be used

8"---æIÐELINE+
1, Freestanding signs should be limited in size and height, The maximum height sheuld be fertY

@
tffi-(3+€oters;

.,l, The maB designated "Allowed Building Heights In the Urban Waterfrent Zone" set forth on Þ' 81
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5, That the offi€ia¡ €ity of elympia Zoning Mapr set forth in the Unified DeveleBment €oder is

herebf amended te €o
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