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OHS ADDITION / MODIFICATION LANDSCAPE CODE COMPLIANCE  

ASSESSMENT AND ALTERNATIVE LANDSCAPE PLAN SUMMARY 

November 20, 2018 

 

 

As a part of the Olympia High School Addition / Modification project, the Olympia School District will 

identify and correct specific areas on the Olympia High School campus that do not meet the spirit and 

intent of the Olympia Municipal Code.  

Tree Density (16.60.080) 

 The tree density report, provided by Sound Urban Forestry, indicates that the Olympia High 

School parcel will surpasses the tree density requirement after the OHS Addition / Modification project 

is complete. Any additional trees installed will be to meet other Olympia Municipal Codes or for 

functional use.  

 

 

Street Trees 

 The existing street trees along Carlyon Ave SE and North Street SE were installed as a part of the 

prior OHS frontage improvements and required a Soil Vegetation Plan (16.60.050). The existing street 

trees provide a buffer to separate pedestrians from traffic lanes and exhibit a form, size, and distribution 

in line with the City of Olympia Master Street Tree Plan. These trees also create a visual buffer to screen 

the OHS campus from the street.   

North of Campus 
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South of Campus

Perimeter Landscaping (18.36.060-L) 

 Olympia High School must meet the requirements of a Type III Visual Buffer. The existing street 

trees and perimeter planting at Olympia High School creates a visual separation of the viewer from the 

campus interior and serves to render the parking lots and buildings visually subordinate to the plant 

material. Existing plant materials has been installed along parking lots and driving isles that are visible 

from users on the road. The existing perimeter landscaping acts as a natural stormwater management 

system and improves the aesthetics and environmental conditions within Olympia. 

 

One location that does not meet the requirements of a Type III Visual Buffer is located along 

North Street SE to the East of the existing grass field. This location will be demolished and reconstructed 

as a part of the OHS Addition / Modification project and will meet the existing requirements once 

completed. 
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Interior Parking Lot Landscaping (18.36.180-C) 

 The existing parking lot landscape islands are planted with deciduous trees, a mix of deciduous 

and evergreen shrubs, and evergreen ground cover. The existing plant material provides clear lines of 

sight and minimize obstructions to visibility through the parking lot. The existing tree canopies within 

the parking lot help insulate the air during the winter and reduce the heat island effect during the 

summer. The existing tree canopy also reducing the amount of stormwater runoff generated per rain 

event. The existing plantings in the landscape islands have reached beyond 80% coverage from the 

growth of the shrubs and ground cover.  

 

RWD has identified an area west of the bus loading zone where two parking lot landscape 

islands lack any plant material. These two landscape islands will be planted with trees, shrubs, and 

ground cover to match the surrounding parking lot landscape island plant material. Additional landscape 

islands throughout the OHS campus that do not meet the plant coverage requirement and will be 

corrected in the proposed landscape plans produced by RWD.  
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