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City of Olympia Boards & Commissions

Profile

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Community Representatives for Police Use of Force Events Board : Submitted 

Select Your Neighborhood (you must live within Olympia City limits to serve on a board or
commission) *

 Bigelow Highlands 

If you choose "other" please write in your neighborhood here:

Interests & Experiences

Question applies to multiple boards

1. Briefly describe why you wish to serve on this advisory committee.

It is extremely important that police use of force investigations be fair and transparent. Without that, it
becomes difficult for the public to trust that the police and their government are actually working in their
bare interest. I wish to serve on the advisory committee because I want to help strengthen the
investigative process, rebuild public trust in our democratic institutions, support constitutional rights, and
make sure every party is held accountable for their actions in situations where force is used by the police.
I will also bring a strong understanding, in part informed by personal knowledge as a transgender person,
of the real dangers people in our community face: primarily domestic and sexual violence, drug
dependence, and losing their homes.

Anna Held

Olympia WA 98506

Home: Home:

Sponsored Research Officer
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Question applies to multiple boards

2. Describe your experience, qualifications, and/or skills which would benefit this advisory
committee.

I am non-practicing but active-licensed attorney in the State of Washington with a specialty in
administrative law (which is most at play in internal police investigations). In the past I have actively
litigated civil cases and interacted with police officers in various capacities--sometimes using their process
service powers, sometimes communicating with them on behalf of my clients, and a few times questioning
state liquor investigators (most of whom are former police officers) as witnesses. My current work is in
financial compliance at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, where I ensure that researchers
properly report potential conflicts of interest and acquire the required ethics clearances before I allow their
budgets to be used. I have been trained and am experienced in constitutional law, administrative
processes, compliance mechanisms, evidence review, and the general processes of investigation, civil
litigation, and criminal procedures. I believe my experience as a lawyer and as a financial compliance
officer provide me with a solid collection of skills to serve as a Citizen Representative for Police Use of
Force Events.

Question applies to multiple boards

3. Describe your involvement in the Olympia community.

I am a new member of the Olympia community and as such have not had an opportunity until now to
become involved in any civic service. But I am extremely excited to help Olympia take its next steps in
building a transparent investigation process of instances of use of force by police officers. I also believe
being new the community will make it easier for me to be impartial in carrying out the duties of a Citizen
Representative.

Question applies to multiple boards

6a. Do you wish to be considered for appointment to another advisory committee?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards

6b. Do you wish to be considered for future appointment to this committee?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards

If you answered yes to 6a, please identify what other Advisory Committiees you would be
interested in being considered for in order of interest.

Question applies to multiple boards

7. Some appointments require that applicants reside within Olympia city limits. Even though
your mailing address may be Olympia, you may reside in the County or another jurisdiction.
Are you a resident of the City of Olympia?

 Yes  No
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Upload a Resume

Question applies to multiple boards

8. Citizens appointed to advisory committees are assigned and required to use a City email
address for all advisory committee business.

Do you agree to comply with this expectation?

 I Agree *

Question applies to Community Representatives for Police Use of Force Events Board

17. Please share any experience or training you have had around understanding and
recognizing implicit bias and how it works.

As an employee of the Fred Hutch Cancer Research Center, I have taken part in numerous internal
townhalls geared toward understanding and recognizing implicit bias and institutional racism, sexism, and
anti-LGBTQ sentiments. I have attended Continuing Legal Education courses on the role of bias in the
legal system. At law conferences I have attended, I observed presentations on bias in the legal
profession. In law school and college, I also attended trainings that covered implicit bias against LGBTQ
people, particularly trans people. And as a trans and LGBT person myself, I have personally experienced
instances of implicit bias against me in the workplace (not at my current workplace) and in public. Also for
this reason, the name on my professional qualifications will not match the name I use and have given
here.

Question applies to Community Representatives for Police Use of Force Events Board

18. As a non-law enforcement community representative on an Independent Investigation
Team you may be exposed to stark and disturbing crime scene information and/or images
that show moments of crisis or violence. How does your background prepare you to process
and cope with such information?

As a clerk to Judge Eva Temple in Hermiston, OR, I observed regular court sessions with the bulk of
cases involving domestic violence, sexual violence, and assaults. I have heard testimonies given by
victims of domestic and sexual violence regarding the beatings, rape, and threats of gun violence they
endured before seeking restraining orders. I also worked as a law clerk at a worker's compensation firm in
Eugene, OR, where I read numerous case files regarding gruesome injuries and medical documentation
on the procedures our clients had to endure to recover as best they could from those injuries. Those
injuries ranged from the crushing of limbs to severe car accidents that ended in death. Finally, as an
immigration attorney in Springfield, OR, I represented primarily women who were claiming asylum status
in the US after escaping incredible violence in their homeland of Guatemala where sexual violence and
the murder of women is so widespread that it is almost impossible to comprehend. To represent their
cases as effectively as possible to the Immigration Judges in our area, I interviewed clients about, and
reviewed and drafted written statements regarding, numerous cases of rape, death threats, and the
gauntlet of violence they faced in their journey through Mexico to the US border to claim asylum.
Unfortunately, I am experienced and prepared to cope with being exposed to stark and disturbing crime
scene information and images.

Resume.pdf
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