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6:00p.m.  CONVENE:  

Chair/CityofTumwater Councilmember LeattaDahlhoff, TumwaterPRESENT:  
Councilmember MichaelAlthauser, Olympia Councilmember JimCooper,  
Tumwater Councilmember EileenSwarthout, Olympia Councilmember Lisa
Parshley, Tumwater FireChiefBrianHurley, Olympia InterimFireChiefTodd
Carson, andOlympia FireUnionRepresentative/Firefighter Steven Busz.  

Staff:  Tumwater CityAdministrator JohnDoan, OlympiaCityManager Jay
Burney, OlympiaCityAttorney MarkBarber, andTumwater FireDepartment
Administrative Assistant ErikaStone.  

Others: KarenReed, RFAConsultant; NeilBlindheim, FBCConsultant; andBill
Cushman, FiscalAnalyst

ChairDahlhoff welcomed everyone tomeeting.  WELCOME AND
AGENDA REVIEW:   

ChairDahlhoff reported thepurposeofthemeeting istoconsideraresolution to
appointmembers tocommittees FORandAGAINST BallotProposition 1to
createaRegional FireAuthority andapprove itsplanforgovernance, operations,  
andfinancing including abenefit chargeasrequiredbytheRevisedCodeof
Washington (RCW) 29A.32.280.  Themeeting isbeingheldvirtuallyviaZoom
withaninperson location atTumwater FireStationT-1locatedat311IsraelRd.  
SW. inTumwater.  

OnDecember 6, 2022, theCityCouncilsoftheCityofOlympia andtheCityof
Tumwater separately adopted ajointresolution afterdetermining itwouldbein
thebestinterestofeachcityanditsresidents tosubmitaballotproposition tothe
votersforaspecialelection onApril25, 2023onwhether tocreateaRegional
FireAuthority andapprove itsplanforgovernance, operations, andfinancing
includingabenefit chargepursuant toRCWChapter 52.26.  Thejointresolution
oftheCityCouncilsofOlympia andTumwater authorized theRegional Fire
Authority Planning Committee tocontinue operating onanas-neededbasisand
specifically assigned tothePlanning Committee, thetaskofappointing members
tocommittees topreparearguments advocating voters' approvalofthemeasure
andadvocating voters' rejectionofthemeasure.  

RCW29A.32.280provides thatcommittees beappointed toprepare statements
ForandAgainst eachlocalballotmeasureofpersonsknowntosupportoroppose
theballotproposal.  Thecommittee shallconsistofnotmorethanthree
individuals eachcomprised ofpersonsknowntofavororoppose theballot
proposition.  

MembersofthePlanning Committee include threeelectedCityofOlympia
Councilmembers andthreeelected CityofTumwater Councilmembers.  Olympia
MayorCherylShelby isthenewest replacement fortheCityofOlympia andis
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excused fromthemeeting.  ThePlanning Committee alsoincludes ex-officioand
non-votingmembersofOlympia InterimFireChiefToddCarson, Tumwater Fire
ChiefBrianHurley, andunionrepresentatives oftheInternational Association of
Firefighters (IAFF) Local468, StevenBusz, andIAFFLocal2409, James
Osberg.  

Theonlyorderofbusiness istoappointuptothreepersonsknowntosupportand
oppose theballotproposition tocreateaRegional FireAuthority.  ChairDahlhoff
invitedamotiontoappointmembers tothecommittee insupportoftheballot
proposition tocreateaRegional FireAuthority andimposeabenefit charge.  

MOTION: Councilmember Parshley moved, seconded byCouncilmember Swarthout,  
toappointCherylShelby, LaurieDolan, andPeteKmettothecommittee in
supportofBallotProposition 1.  Avoicevoteunanimously approved the
motion.  

ChairDahlhoff invitedamotiontoappointmembers tothecommittee in
opposition oftheballotproposition tocreateaRegionalFireAuthority and
imposeabenefit charge.  

MOTION: Councilmember Cooper moved, seconded byCouncilmember Swarthout, to
appointJimLazarandLarryDziezatothecommittee againstBallot
Proposition 1.  

Councilmember Cooperaskedwhether theappointment oftwomembers rather
thanthreemembers tothecommittee against theproposition requires the
Thurston CountyAuditor toappointathirdmember.  CityAttorney Barber
advised thattheappointment ofathirdmember isatthediscretion ofthe
Thurston CountyAuditor.  Thestatuteisclearthatthecommittee shallbe
comprisedofnomorethanthreemembers.  

MOTION; Avoicevoteunanimously approved themotion.  

ChairDahlhoff advised thatshewouldexecutearesolution asChairofthe
Planning Committee consistent withthemotions toappoint committee members
totheFORandAGAINST Committees asprovided byRCW29A.32.280.  The
information willbesubmitted totheElections DivisionoftheThurston County
Auditor inaccordance withOfficeofAdministrative Rules.  Thereisnoother
anticipated business forthecommittee priortotheAprilelection.  

ADJOURNMENT: Withtherebeingnofurtherbusiness, ChairDahlhoff adjourned the
meetingat6:06p.m.  

Prepared byValerieL. Gow, Recording Secretary/President
PugetSoundMeeting Services, psmsoly@earthlink.net


