
Arts Commission

Update on Olympia Indie Music History Project

Agenda Date: 4/11/2024
Agenda Item Number:

File Number:24-0290

City Hall
601 4th Avenue E.

Olympia, WA 98501
360-753-8244

Type: report Version: 1 Status: Filed

Title
Update on Olympia Indie Music History Project

Recommended Action
Information only. No action requested.

Report
Issue:
Learn about the Olympia Indie Music History Project.

Staff Contact:
Stephanie Johnson, Arts Program & Planning Supervisor, Parks, Arts & Recreation, 360.709.2678

Presenter(s):
Kelsey Smith, Librarian and Researcher, Community Organizer, and Solopreneur at Lefty
Copywriting and Research LLC

Background and Analysis:
From the project page linked to this staff report:

“Olympia has a long and storied music scene, and its energy continues to flow through our
community and shape our identity today. The Olympia Heritage Commission has undertaken a two-
year project to explore the roots of this identity by documenting important locations, ideas, and
influences, and preserving the stories of Olympia's late 20th-century “Indie” independent music scene
from the 1980s to the early 2000s.”

Researchers Kelsey Smith and Elaine Vradenburgh have completed the first phase of this project.
Ms. Smith will bring Commissioners up to date and share future plans.

Climate Analysis:
In general the update on the Olympia Indie Music History Project will not positively or negatively
impact climate and the environment.

Equity Analysis:
The intention of the project is to preserve the history of a local artistic movement that included
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marginalized community members.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
NA

Options:
Receive the presentation and participate in discussion.

Financial Impact:
N/A

Attachments:

Olympia Indie Music History Project Project Page
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