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Title
Sub-Area Planning Briefing & Discussion with Coalition of Neighborhoods

Report
Issue:
The Planning Commission asked the Coalition of Neighborhood Associations to provide a briefing about the
draft “Implementation Strategy for Neighborhood/Subarea Planning.”  There will be a short presentation,
and then time for discussion.

Staff Contact:
Leonard Bauer, Deputy Director, Community Planning & Development
lbauer@ci.olympia.wa.us <mailto:lbauer@ci.olympia.wa.us>; 360.753.8206

Presenter(s):
Phil Schulte, Co-President of Coalition of Neighborhood Associations
Bob Jones, Co-President of Coalition of Neighborhood Associations

Background and Analysis:
The draft Comprehensive Plan update proposes planning processes be completed for subareas, in order to
establish priorities for detailed implementation of the Comprehensive Plan (draft Comprehensive Plan Policy
PL23.1). The City has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Coalition of
Neighborhood Associations (CNA) that encourages a partnership for subarea planning in which the CNA
"would be in a leadership role to help form strategies, regulations and approaches for this important
addition to our Comprehensive Plan."

At Council’s request, the CNA Steering Committee has developed a draft "Implementation Strategy for
Neighborhood/Subarea Planning." Staff and the Chair of the Planning Commission met with the Committee
to review and provide input on the draft before it was reviewed by the Council’s Land Use & Environment
Committee (LUEC) on October 24, 2013. While LUEC was in general agreement with the draft, they asked
staff to continue to work the CNA to better identify:

1. Timeline for the work (less than 2 years?)
2. Process
3. Public engagement plans (how to get more involved)
4. Expectations/outcomes
5. Roles and responsibilities, including the City Advisory Boards
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Once accepted by Council, this strategy will establish a pilot process for subarea planning, consistent with
the direction of the Comprehensive Plan and the MOU. The draft strategy anticipates the effort extending
out over a two-year period and involving approximately .25 of a planning FTE to accomplish this work.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
The CNA is a coalition of many of the neighborhood associations in the city, and reports strong interest in
implementing subarea planning throughout the community.

Options:
Hear the briefing, and then discuss any comments or questions with the presenters.

Financial Impact:
Not known at this time.
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