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Title
Olympia Development Costs

Report
UAC Deliverable:
Briefing only

Staff Contact:
Andy Haub, Water Resources Director, 360.753.8475

Background and Analysis:

The Utility Advisory Committee plays an important role annually evaluating City utility finances and
recommending customer rates and general facility charges to City Council. These rates and charges
are substantial and affect the affordability of Olympia housing.

Permitting and development costs imposed by the City for new development in Olympia are also
appreciable. These costs, incorporating general facility charges, range from $36,000 to $39,000 per
new single family home.

Community Planning and Development and Public Works Departments staff will provide the UAC
with an overview of these Olympia costs as well as comparisons to Lacey and Tumwater costs.

Additionally, staff will provide a summary of the outcomes of the City’s recently completed Missing
Middle planning effort. Missing Middle is focused on providing various housing types on single family
lots. Small accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are a traditional application of Missing Middle principles.

Financial Impact:
None at this time

Attachments:
City of Olympia Permit Fees to Build a Single Family Home
Missing Middle Housing - Summary of Final Code Changes
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