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Olympia Social Justice & Equity Commission

Police Auditor’s Report and Police Oversight
Discussion
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File Number:23-0197

Type: decision Version: 1 Status: Passed

Title
Police Auditor’'s Report and Police Oversight Discussion

Recommended Action
Hold a discussion about the Commission’s approach to police oversight work.

Report
Issue:
Creating a trauma informed space to address the Commission’s approach to police oversight work.

Staff Contact:
Tobi Hill-Meyer, DEI Program Manager, Office of Strategic Initiatives 360-753-8285

Presenters:
Tobi Hill-Meyer, DEI Program Manager

Background and Analysis:

After last month’s presentation and discussion with the Police Auditor, Co-Chair Genevieve Chan met
with staff and suggested space to address this sensitive issue in a way that reflects our
understanding of experiences, backgrounds, and trauma that lead it to be a charged topic. Rather
than trying to neutralize that dynamic with detached and professional language, it may be helpful to
take time to discuss our individual experiences that we bring to the topic, potential emotional
reactions that may come up, and how best to navigate this work with that understanding.

Additionally, between the work to understand, give feedback, and provide oversight to the police
commissioner and the work to research, understand, and create a recommendation on a permanent
police oversight model, it may be helpful to hold a retreat to dive deep on this subject.

Climate Analysis:
This item does not involve any of the climate sectors in the climate framework: buildings/energy use,
transportation/land use, water/waste, or agriculture/forests/urban tree canopy.

Equity Analysis:
Taking a step back and determining the best way to engage in work around police oversight,
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especially when using a trauma informed approach, is likely to make the process more accessible for
community members directly impacted by the topic. Additionally, it may lead to a better overall
outcome for those community members.

Neighborhood/Community Interests (if known):
See equity analysis

Options:
1. Hold discussion
2. Don’t hold discussion

Financial Impact:
No expected financial impact

Attachments:
No attachments
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