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WINDOWS

RECOMMENDED

NOT RECOMMENDED

Identifying, retaining, and preserving windows and their func-
tional and decorative features that are important to the overall
historic character of the building. The window material and how
the window operates (e.g., double hung, casement, awning, or
hopper) are significant, as are its components (including sash,
muntins, ogee lugs, glazing, pane configuration, sills, mullions,
casings, or brick molds) and related features, such as shutters.

Altering windows or window features which are important in defin-
ing the historic character of the building so that, as a result, the
character is diminished.

Changing the appearance of windows that contribute to the historic
character of the building by replacing materials, finishes, or colors
which noticeably change the sash, depth of reveal, and muntin con-
figuration; the reflectivity and color of the glazing; or the appear-
ance of the frame.

Obscuring historic wood window trim with metal or other material.

Stabilizing deteriorated or damaged windows as a preliminary
measure, when necessary, prior to undertaking preservation work.

Failing to stabilize deteriorated or damaged windows as a prelimi-
nary measure, when necessary, prior to undertaking preservation
work.

Protecting and maintaining the wood or metal which comprises
the window jamb, sash, and trim through appropriate surface
treatments, such as cleaning, paint removal, and reapplication of
the same protective coating systems.

Failing to protect and maintain materials on a cyclical basis so that
deterioration of the window results.

Protecting windows against vandalism before work begins by
covering them and by installing alarm systems that are keyed into
local protection agencies.

Leaving windows unprotected and subject to vandalism before work
begins, thereby also allowing the interior to be damaged if it can be
accessed through unprotected windows.

Installing impact-resistant glazing, when necessary for security,
so that it is compatible with the historic windows and does not
damage them or negatively impact their character.

Installing impact-resistant glazing, when necessary for security, that
is not compatible with the historic windows and damages them or
negatively impacts their character.

Making windows weathertight by recaulking gaps in fixed joints
and replacing or installing weatherstripping.

Replacing windows rather than maintaining the sash, frame, or
glazing.

Protecting windows from chemical cleaners, paint, or abrasion
during work on the exterior of the building.

Failing to protect historic windows from chemical cleaners, paint,
or abrasion when work is being done on the exterior of the building.

Protecting and retaining historic glass when replacing putty or
repairing other components of the window.

Failing to protect the historic glass when making repairs.
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[10] Historic exterior
storm windows preserve
and help to insulate
wood windows.

[11] Old and brittle
glazing putty should
be removed carefully
before reputtying to
keep window glazing
weathertight.
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WINDOWS

RECOMMENDED

NOT RECOMMENDED

Sustaining the historic operability of windows by lubricating fric-
tion points and replacing broken components of the operating
system (such as hinges, latches, sash chains or cords) or replac-
ing deteriorated gaskets or insulating units.

Failing to maintain windows and window components so that win-
dows are inoperable, or sealing operable sash permanently.

Failing to repair and reuse window hardware such as sash lifts,
latches, and locks

Adding storm windows with a matching or a one-over-one pane
configuration that will not obscure the characteristics of the his-
toric windows. Storm windows improve energy efficiency and are
especially beneficial when installed over wood windows because
they also protect them from accelerated deterioration.

Protecting adjacent materials when working on windows.

Failing to protect adjacent materials when working on windows.

Evaluating the overall condition of windows to determine whether
more than protection and maintenance, such as repairs to win-
dows and window features, will be necessary.

Failing to undertake adequate measures to ensure the protection of
windows.

Repairing window frames and sash by patching, splicing, consoli-
dating, or otherwise reinforcing them using recognized preserva-
tion methods.

Removing window frames or sash that could be stabilized, repaired,
and conserved, or using untested consolidants, improper repair
techniques, or untrained personnel, potentially causing furthur
damage to historic buildings.

Using corrosion-resistant roof fasteners (e.g., nails and clips) to
repair a roof to help extend its longevity.

Limited Replacement in Kind

Replacing in kind extensively deteriorated or missing components
of windows when there are surviving prototypes, such as frames
or sash, or when the replacement can be based on documentary
or physical evidence. The new work should match the old in
material, design, scale, color, and finish.

The following work is highlighted to indicate that it represents the greatest degree of intervention generally recommended within the treatment
Preservation, and should only be considered after protection, stabilization, and repair concerns have been addressed.

Replacing an entire window when limited replacement of deterio-
rated or missing components is appropriate.

Using replacement material that does not match the historic
window.




